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INTRODUCTION

'Ys rrArrB HEABD of the patience of Job" (James 5: I I ). Yes,
frop early childhood many of us have heard the phrase time
and time again, 'The patience of fob.'Where did hL get all his
patience? Did he have some special ennee into this virrue that
the rest of us know nothing about? No, Job was just a frail,
stumbling human with all the deficiencies that mark believers.
But there was one thing he knew how to do: he knew how to
Iean on C,od. It is true that he wavered when the load of care
became almost unbearable, but the Lord never failed, not even
once.

Job provides a living example of C,od's matchless care and
provision for His saints. Who of us is without trials or hardship
of some kind? The circumstances may differ frbm |ob's but the
sorrow and anxiety arc the same. But more than this, the lord
is the same. As He undertook so overwhelmingly for Job, we
may tntst Him to do the same for us. It is for ihis reason that
Iiving pati:ndy_is lot only a requisite for happiness but a grand
privilege for all who know the Lord. Theiefore, "Ler .ri run
Yth pati.ettce the race that is set before us, Looking unto ]esus
the author and finisher of our faith" (Hebrews lz:l-Z).

7
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IOB l:l-10

PnosABr.v rHB oLDEsr BooK in the world is the bool( of Job,
which is believed to have been put into writing by Moses.
Though it is not quite certain as to the time when the events
of the book_trarypired, many seem to think that ir was during
Abraham's dty. Doubtless it was no later, for there is no men-
tion of Israel, the Tabernacle, the Temple, the law, or anything
that would suggest a later date.

The theme of the bool( seems to be, 'The child of C,od facing
trials." The lord uses Iob as an object Iesson of suffering for th;
people of C,od of every generation. It is for this reason that tnre
believers find Job to be an extremely practical and helpful book,
filled with encouragement for the suffering and sorro*f.rl saint.

It should be noted also that Job was a real person. He was
not a myth, as some have claimed. If you will t r* to Ezekiel,
the l4th chapter, and read verses 14 and 20, you will find that
Job is mentioned by the Lord Jehovah along wirh Noah and
Daniel. It is taken for granted in these passrges that he was a
Iiving human being.

u



12 Living Patiantly

l"ooking into the first chapter, we notice four things relative
to the character of God's servant: his integriT (verses I and 8);
his wealth (verse 3); his wisdom (verse 5); and his protection
(verses 9 and l0).

C-onsider his integrity as it is portrayed in verses I and 8:
'nThere was a man in the Land of Uz, whose name was Iob; and
that man was perfect and uprighg and one that feared Crod,

and eschewed evil. . . And the [,ord said unto Satan, Hast
thou considered My servant Job, that there is none like him in
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God,
and escheweth evil?"

From these verses we see that Iob was all that a human could
be in respect to holiness and character. He was morally upright,
fearing C,od and abstainirrg from evil. In Psalm 4:4 C,od says,

"Stand in awe, and sin not." Job obeyed this implicitly. He
reverenced God with a holy fear, and sought to walk in the way
of the Lord, abstainirrg from evil. The word "perfect" as it is

used here does not mean sinlessness, but rather that Job was a
man of integrity. The Bible declares in Ecclesiastes 7:20 that
"There is not a just man upon earth, that doeth Bmd, and sin-
neth not." Job is a type of the believer who has been born again
by the Spirit of God, redeemed by the blood of Christ. No be-

Iiever possesses any holiness of his own; it is the gift of C-,od.

In Romans 13:14 we read, "Put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make not provision for the fesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof."
It is Christ who enables us to overcome the lusts of the fesh
and to walk well pleasing before Crod.

One of the interesting things about Iob l: I and B is that this
is not ]ob's testimony of himself, but C,od's. So often even
Christians have a good opinion of themselves. With superficial
piety we might think of ourselves as Job is described in these

two verses. But our description of ourselves is usually faulty.
The Lord's is always true. We read in I Samuel 16:7,"For the
Lonp seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward
appearance, but the Lonp Iooketh on the heart." God sees us as
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we are and He knows our tme character. Indeed, Job must
have been a man of integrity and uprightness to have God say
so much in his favor. '

In Psalm 44:21 we read of our Lord that "He knoweth the
secrets of the heart." He sees us as we are. We may be able to
fool our friends and neighbors, and even dearest loved ones,
but we cannot fool C,od. I wonder what His description of you
would be. I wonder what His description of me would be. bh,
how needful that we search out our hearts before C,od, and, if
there is known sin, that we confess it immediately, that we who
profess to be followers of Jesus Christ might be men and women
of integrity and uprightness, fearing C,od and walking in the
paths of righteousness and holiness for His glory.

It was Charles Haddon Spurgeon who said, "A Christian
should be a striking likeness of Jesus Christ. You have read
Iives of Christ, beautifully and eloquently written; but the best
life of Christ is His living biography, written out in the words
and actions of His people. If we were what we profess to be and
what we should be, we would be pictures of Christ, y@, such
striking likenesses of Him that the world would rroi have to
hold us up by the hour and ss/, Well, it seems somewhat of a
Iikeness.' But th.y would, when they once beheld us, exclaim,
'He has been with Jesus; he has been taught of Him; he is like
Him; he has caught the very idea of the holy man of Nazarerh,
and he works it out in his life and everyday action.'" The Bible
Ieaves no room for a superficial, hypocritical kind of piety. Our
God is a God of truth and holiness. How essential that you and
I, who have claimed Him as Lord and who profess to be His
servants, be fully conlrolled and mastered by Christ our Lord.

Let me ask, do you really know the Lord or do you merely
think y9r_ do? I find so many who, when aslced if they h.re
received Christ, reply, "l think so." The Bible would have you
be sure of your salvation. Above all else, you should be sure o[
salvation. I do not think anythirg could be any clearer than
I John 5: 12, "He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath
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not the Son of C,od hath not life." Do you have the Son? I mean
by that, have you definitely asked Jesus Christ to come into
your life? If you have, and if you really meant it, if you were
sincere, then you have life, eternal life, never to perish, with
the assurance of someday seeing Christ face to face to spend
eternity with Him. If you do not have the Son, if you have not
definitely received Him into your heart, the Scriprures are
clear: you do not have life, you are still under the condemna-
tion of Cod, and when you die you must be eternally separated

from Him to suffer the torments of hell. Why choose death
when you may have life? I*t God live through you by receiving
Him into your heart. Then, after receiving Him, you, like Job,
will be enabled to be a man or woma" 

-of 
integrity and up

rightness. It will not be difficult to be honest, kind, thoughtful,
and loving. It will be Christ living through you.

fn verse 3, we read of Job's wealth: "His substance also was
seven thousand sheep, and three thousand camels, and five hun-
dred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she asses, and a very great
household; so that this man was the greatest of all the men of
the east." It would seem that Job was the wealthiest man living
in his d.y. Not always is it the case that holy men are rich. C,od
provided a premium for Job, and it may be, as we have seen so

often in the Old Testament, that he was rewarded with material
things for his obedient and holy life.

C,od does not permit all of His children to become rich. Not
all of us know how to handle wealth. I believe it is for this rea-
son that God keeps many of us p@r. Riches can often be a

stumbling block to one's growth in grace. We are warned in
Psalm 62:10, 'If riches increase, set not your heart upon them."
How many there are who have been deceived by "uncErtain
riches," uncertain in the sense that they are transitory. Is it not
tme that riches often turn our eyes from the really important
things of life? There is a tendency when riches increase to set
our heart on them rather than on Christ. In Mark 10:25 C,od

says, "It is easier for a camel to go though the eye of a needle
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than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." Then in
t Timgtly 6: l0 God says further, 'Foithe love of money is the
root of all evil." Indeed it is. Thus the Lord does not entmst
many of His people with riches.

It is far better to have spirirual riches than material. AII who
are in Christ and living in fellowship with Him are blessed
with unlimited spiritual riches. In Ephesians I :3 we read,
"Blessed be the H and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed us with all spirirual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ." What manifold spiritual blessings we possess
through_ our Lord: the privilege and power of pra y,,\ the ioy
of searchittg the Scriptures to find inspiration, 

"rr.o.rragemenr,and help, the presence of the indwelling Holy Spirit, 
"rrd 

m1n/,
many more. The spirirual blessings are innumerable.

As we delve further in the study of the book of Job, w€ shall
find that though God's servant loses all of his material riches,
he does not lose the spirirual. Though everything is shattered
before his eyes, he still has the strength and help 6f Cra in his
Iife. Y_.tty of us have been through this same experience. Ma-
terial things passed awdf t but the lord did nor forsake us. We
found it to be rme, as we see in Proverbs 15:16, "Better is little
with the fear of the Lono than great treasure and trouble there-
with." '

There may have been a time when you had a hold on God.
But as wealth increased you became more occupied with the
ternporal and mundane things. Gradually you forgot about the
most important things of life. The result has been that you
have drifted far from the Lord. Money has been the snare Satan
has used to turn your eyes from C,od.

One time when a minister went to the pulpit to preach, he
found a note which read, "Please request thl pi"y"rr of our co1-
gregation for a man who is growing rich." Indeed, one who is
increasin_g in wealth is in need of prayer, because very often
this can be a deterring infuence rather than a means for good.

But notice, too, Job's wisdom in verse 5: "And it *.r so,
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when the days of their feastirrg were gone about, that Iob sent

and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morninS, and

ofiered burnt offerings according to the number of them all:
for Iob said, It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed

God in their hearts. Thus did Iob continually." I see three

things here: first, Iob recognized the power of sin; secondly, he

had a spirirual concern fc his children; and thirdly, he was

regular in his worship.
All of us need to recognize the power of sin as did Job. He

was fearful that there was sin in the lives of his sons. He knew

well the sorrowful results of sin. Crcd says in Proverbs 4:19,
'The way of the wicked is as darkness." Job did not want his
children walking in darkness. He had a spiritual concern for
them. He interceded for them. He prayed that they might walk
with the Lord. After our children reach a certain age it be-

comes more and more difficult to tell them what to do. Some-

times we can say very litde. We must entrtrst them to the l.ord.
But prior to this time there must be the holy example and in-
fuence in the home. Job wanted to be the right kind of father.

I am not so sure his wife was the right ldnd of mother. Never-

theless, Iob wanted to do his part in reatittg his children proP
erly. In Mark 9 :42we read, "And whosoever shall offend one of
these little ones that believe in Me, it is better for him that t
millstone were hanged about his neck, and he were cast into
the sea."

There is no greater offense one can commit befiore his chil-
dren than to set an unholy example. C,od Pronounces irdf
ment on such parents. If you know the Iord, you have an ob
Iigation before C,od to rear your children in the way of the

Lord. Iob was a good example because he was a man who gave

due attention to Crod before his children. Not only that; he

interceded continually for them. The word "continually" means

that Job's worship was not spasrrlodic, uP and down, today and

not tomorrow. Daily he interceded and offered burnt oftrings
for his children. He was so concerned that th.y walk in the
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Y^y of the Lord that he prayed and offered sacrifices daily for
them. This reminds me of David, of whom we read in Psalm
55:17, "Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pralt and
cry aloud." How wonderful to see David and Job as men who
believed in prayer, who realized that their power was in prayer.

Of course, to pray effectively we must be in a right relation-
ship to Crod. If there is unconfessed sin in the heart and life,
the Lord will not hear. If there are idols of any kind, such as
the business, the club, or even our loved ones, which crowd
H opt of our life, prayer will be ineffectual. Job was a man
of prayer. He reared his children well. What an example for
you and for me. Are you the kind of parent God can honor?
Do y_ou have Christ in your heart and Christ in your home? Do
you have family worship in the home? Do you gather around
the Word daily and read it to the children? Do you teach them

!o Pray? Do not miss out on the really important things of life.
If y9" are having trouble in the home, or trouble wirh your
childr€D, it may be that there is trouble in your own heart.
Maybe you have never received Christ into your life. You need
Him, for only He can provide the solution for your greatest
problem, the problem of your heart.

God says in His Word in Proverbs 22:6,'Train up a child in
the way he should go: and when he is old, he will nor depart
from it." Here is a rnarvelous promise from the Lord. If we orfro
Icnow Christ are faithful in training up our children in C,od's
w"lt the divine promise is that they will never drift av,rdlt they
will never depart. But how many parents there are who have
Iittle concern for the spiritual welfare of their children.

Two proud young parents were showing the minister their
Iittle first-born. V"ry thoughdully the young mother said, "f
don't know whether I know enough about a baby to raise him
or not." The young husband laughed, "She says that because
she didn't get a book of instmctions with him." Of course, he
wurs mistaken. There is a book of instmctions given. God's
Book, the Bible, is the book of instmctions that should be srud-
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ied as never before when a little child comes, that he rnight be
reared in the way o[ the Lord. Praise God for a man like Job
who was concerned about his children.

We see one more thing about Crod's servant in chapter l-
His protection (verses 9-10): "fhen Satan answered the L,ono,

and said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not Thou made
a hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he
hath on every side? Thou hast blessed the work of his
hands, and his subsance is increased in the land." Consider
three circles of defense: C,od put a hedge around Job person-
ally, around his family, and around all of his possessions. Be-
cause of this we can say that whatever came into the life of ]ob
came only by Crod's permissive will.

The Iord cares for His own and protects them. In Psalm
125:2 we read, "As the mountains are round about Jerusalem,
so the Lonp is round about His people from henceforth even
for ever." Sometimes we think we are alone in our calamiy,
but God is still with us. We cannot always see the protection
God has established around us, but you may be sure the devil
can. Satan acknowledged in verse l0 the fact that God had put
a hedge around Job, his family, and his possessions. He further
gives C,od the credit for blessing Iob with his fruitful increase
in land, property, and wealth. We read in Psalm 34:7, "The
angel of the Lono encampeth round about them that fear Him,
and delivereth them." Satan knows that. Further he knows he
can do only what C,od permits him to do. How important then
that we trust wholly in the Lord. Whatever the circumstances,
whatever the need, remember, we have an unfailing Crod.

David said in Psalm 16:8, 'I have set the Lono always before
me: because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved."
Have you set the [ord before you, or is your trouble set before
you? Your sickness? Your bereavement? Your heartbreak? Are
these what you have set before you?

Recall the occasion when Isaiah went up into the temple. He
went with a heavy heart because of all of his problems. But he
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declared, "l saw the LoBD." The Lord was set before him. He
did not see his problems; he saw the Lord.

A veteran missionary used to have a card on the wall of one
of his rooms which read, "can you tnrst the Lord?" That was a
heart-warming challenge. However, as one went into the next
room, on the other side of the same wall was another card which
read, "Can the Lord trust you?" That was somethirrg deeper
and struck a challenge to the depths of the hearr. We LIo- tir.t
we can trust the Lord. Look back over your past. Has He ever
failed you? Of course not. AII right therr, .rn He rrusr you to
trust Him for the future?

Do you think you could tmst God for the next minure? You
do? What about the next hour? If you can tmst Him for a min-
ute, you can trust Him for twenty-four hours, thirty days, a
year._ You can tntst Him until you meet Him in eternity. Re-
member, as !: prorected Job, He is protecting you today. you
may not be able to realize this because you cannot see the pro-
tection. But God has set a hedge about you. Do you have fean?
Are you unhappl? Relund y*rself of the grrri God you pos-
sess in Christ. If you have talcen Christ into your heart ."d
Iife, you have nothing to fear. We are told in ifr. Bible that a
Iitde sParrow cannot fall without the Father. How can we fail
to tntst the God who p-elsonally is aware of the death of a spar-
row? Do not limit God by your little faith. Recognize Him as
He is, the all-pow.tfyl, almighty, absolute C,od, .-Ut. ro supply
your needs, able to t4 you out of your problems and i;
plexities if only you will let Him do ir.

The real question is this: do you know Him personally, in-
timately, a:_your Saviour and l-ord? This is of foiemost impor-
tance. C,od helps only those who wiU let Him. He forces Him-
self on no one. The issue of greatest importance is to receive
Jesus Christ into_ your heart arrd life. Have you ever definitely
received Him? If you want His protection, you must know
Him as your Saviour and Lord. In Isaiah 43: i I God says, 'I,
even f, am the Lono; and beside Me there is no sayiour.,,
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As I write these lines, I am sitting in a room filled with air.

Air is the gift of Cod. To live I must accept this gift. If I refuse

to accept it, I will die. Freely I inhale the gift C,od has provided

that keeps me alive. The same is tnre with the gift of eternal

life. I can refuse to receive Christ into my life and die; or I can

believe on Him as the Son of the Living God and receive Him
as my Saviour and live. Do not spurn the greatest gift God has

given to men-the gtft o[ His Son. Do not turn your face from
the Christ who died on the cross that you might have eternal

Iife. You have been uf"g to weather the storm alone. No won-

der you have failed. Turn to Christ today. Let Him lift your
burden. I-et Him heal your broken heart. He is an unfailit g

Saviour.



JOB l:6-12; 2:l-10

Trrr Brsr; says Iob was "perfect and upright, and one that
feared God, and eschewed evil." He was a man of integriry who
sought t9 please God in all that he did. He was 

^ 
,"ry wealthy

rnan, and not only that, but one who evidenced wisdom in fac-
irg the reality of sin.

Job was soon confronted with a mighty enemy. And be sure,
his enemy is yours and mine. In the first chapter, verses 6 to
12, and in chapter 2, verses I through 10, the enemy is por-

!ty.a. Thus as we move into the next episode in the stmy of
Job, we see him on the battleground witl the worsr of all en-
emies. Keep in mind that C,od is holding Job up hfore us as an
object lesson; that, as we study this book, we shall see C,od's
servant as representative of all of the Lord's people. fn Romans
l5:4 we read, "For whatsoever things were written aforetime
were written for our learning, that we through patience and
comfort of the scriptures might have hope." C,onsequently, as

we see Job in his conflict with the wicked one, Iet us not over-
Iook the lesson God has for us.

2l
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None of us are excluded from the devil's trickery. But praise

the Lord, we have One who is stronger than the devil, who can

give deliverance. In I Corinthians l0: 13 we read, "There hath

no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above

that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way

to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." Whatever the temPta-

tion that comes our walr God will provide a way of escape if
we trust Him. Be sure, the Lord is the believer's only means

of escape. Job's integritlr wealth, and wisdom were insufficient
to cope with the ,"ighty enemy. It wzls his reliance on the Iord
that gave victory. '

The devil is a real person.liry. There are many who think we

mean by the devil, a mere evil force. The Bible does not teach

this. Note in the first chapter of Job, verse 6, "Satan utne"l
then verse 7, "Satan annnered"l and also in this same verse,

we read of Satan "going to and fro in the earth and walking
up and down in it." In verse 8, C,od asked Satan if he had

"considcred" His servant Job. In verse 12 we read that Satan

"1pent fmh from the presence of the Lord." All these expres-

sions make sense only when used of a definite, distinct person-

aIity.
These few instances I have cited could be multiplied hun-

dreds upon hundreds of times if we were to examine other

passages of Scripture. For example, here is just one, John 13:22

"The devil having now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot,

Simon's son, to betray Him." Judas' wicked act was motivated

by 
" 

wicked mind, the mind of the devil. The devil's single 8rr-
bition is to turn you and me away from God and all that is good.

To be sure, he is not as he has been pictured and characterized

by Donl, with horns and a qpil(ed tail. He appears in many

ways. He is very wise and clever, much wiser than we, and so

subde. Some may laugh at such an idea, but of course this does

not alter the case.
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There was a young man who had been reared in a Bible-
believilg church and who later went off to a large sernin ary
noted for its liberalism. When he had completed hi; ministerial
tr_aining, he returned home and preached ln the local church.
He preached on the subject of the devil. He advised the corr-
gregation that he had made a special srudy of physiol ogy and
P-sfclology and found that iniquity originates in dlieased
glands in the neck.

"Get thoy glands straightened out," he said, "and you won,t
be bothered with the devil any more." That is a pretry good one,
is it not? "The devil originates in a man's neck." I *iifr th" prob-
lem were that simple. But those of us who have been encoun-
tered by the devil know the problem we have on our hands.

There is 
_only 

one devil, but he is assisted by legions of fallen
angels. And do you know, the devil is being worship.d right
here in our own country? I am not thinki"g rbout the heatf,en
darkness of the mission field. There are people in America
,{ly actively organi zed into "Lucifer cultsr' f; the spreading
of devil worship. The "Satanists," as they arccalled, fourish in
New York City, wm_lingron, D.C., and other centers of popu-
Iation and infuence. This devil-worshipirrg cult includ"t p.opl"
of wealth ,t q political power. It reaches the young also-. Oie
such cult of diabolism, membered by high school pupils of fif-
teen and younger, was exposed by Nassau County authorities
of Iong Isiarrd.-

In Christian Victory_an article on the devil cult in Washing-
ton, D.C., reported: "Their shrine is a penthouse in a sedaie
and :*Pet sive apartment house, whose torrectly affired door-
men have no idea that the beautifully gowned women and the
handsomely &essed men they assist from their limousines two
or three evenings a week ride to the tall roof in the elevator
and convert themselves into semi-savages, discarding all that
civilization has given thern and ahandoning thems"lr"r to an
orgiastic ritual in the worship of the cloven-hoofed one." The
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'high priestess" of the cult is a wedthy divorcee who has trav-

eled widely in the Orient. "Before an altar raised to Satan, the

high priestess leads her disciples in reciting the allegiance:

'Satan-is our master. He is our lord, and we are his disciples.'"
The pledge continues: "O Satan, our master, our lord, we thy
di*iples worship thee. We pledge ourselves to the performance

of every evil thou hast ever conceived, promising to shun every

act that might be constnred as good, we will follow faithfully
thy thirteen cornmandments and will carry out each instmction

contained in the seven books of deadly sin. This we promise,

O Satan, our master, our lord."
Indeed, the Scriprure is true: 'But if our gospel be hid, it is

hid to them that aie lost: In whom the god of this world hath

blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of C,od, should

shini unto fie*" (2 Corinthians 4234). Satan is the god of

this world. He has blinded the minds of many, and he is blind-
irrg the minds of many in our d.y. Maybe he has blinded you to

the glorious gospel of Christ. Possibly you have been blinded

in your sins. Oh, recognize Satan's power and, at the same time,

his false promises which lead only to destmction. Wholly lean

on Christ and tmst Him for constant deliverance from the

devil's delusive and destmctive Power.
Where did the devil come from, anyway? ]ust as surely as we

have problems in determining the origin of sin, w€ have Prob
Iems also as we consider the devil's beginnit g. God has not

given us all the answers. There are many mysteries involved in
th. subjects of sin and the devil. But we are assured from the

Bible that "those things which are revealed belong unto us"
(Deuteronomy 29:29). Thus looking into Isaiah 14 we get

some insight as to the devil's beginning. Doubtless he had been

an angel of great honor and authonty, perhaps as Michael,
the archangel. He was one of the m)nnads of ministering qpirits,

created to obey and serve God. But in Isaiah 14: 12-17 we see



Iob l:6-12; 2:1-10 25

the devil rebelling against the rule of C,od. The Lord says,

"How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morn-
ing! how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken
the nations!" Then C,od tells us how the devil fell: "For thou
hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt
my throne above the stars of C,od: I will sit also upon the
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be Iike the most
High." But the Lord said, 'Yet thou shalt be brought down to
hell, to the sides of the pit." The devil was thrust from his high
and Iofty position, and since that time has continued in open
revolt against C,od.

His domain is earth and the first heaven. He is the god of
this world. But lest we think him to be more than he really is,

remember all that he does is limited by the permissive will of
God. The Lord Jehovah could desrroy the devil immediately,
but C,od uses him to fulfill even divine purposes. Job I : l l gives
some insight into this fact: "But put forth Thine hand now, and
touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face."
This seems to be the devil's chief occupation-to put God and
man at variance one with another. He is always stirring up
trouble between God and man. The Bible gives us scores of
examples. Adam and Eve were doing well until the devil came

along and insinuated that C,od did not really mean what He
said. In the same manner, he sowed the seeds of discord and
unbelief in the hearts of Cain, Saul, Judas; and can we not say

he has done it to you and me on many occasions? He creates

doubt within our hearts and minds, causirrg us to disbelieve
and distrust C,od.

One would think that the more knowledge the believer r€-
ceives from the Word of God and the stronger he gets in the
things of the [.ord, the Iess susceptible he would be to the
devil's lies. But just the opposite seems to be true. The devil
strikes all the harder at those who are wallcing with C,od. We
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see this in the life of Job. Here is a man walking with God,
Iiving for Him, and reverencing Him in every respect. Sud-
denly the devil appears on the scene and tries to destroy ]ob's
reliance on the Lord. Thus I am confident I am correct in say-
it g that the closer one gets to C,od, the hotter the batde be-
comes with the devil. Somebody has said, "No sooner is a tem-
ple built to God but the devil builds a chapel nearby."

Never was this so true as seen in the life of our Lord. He be-
gan His public ministry and immediately the devil confronted
Him, and three times sought to ruin the life, work, and char-
acter of the Son of C,od. Wh at a warning to you and me! If the
devil was fool enough and brazen enough to attack the Son of
the Living God with the intention of ruining Him, what do
you think he will do to us? Need I remind you that he is power-
ful, extremely powerful?

To illustrate his great power, let us loolc at a few verses found
in the Word. In John B:44 Jesus said of some of the wicked
men of His day, 'Ye are of your father the devil." That means
that they were controlled by the devil. He controls men. He
also tempts men, as seen in John l3:2. Here we have the oc-
casion of the devil putting the seeds of betrayal into Judas'
heart. Judas did not have to betray Christ He chose to do it.
He reqponded to the devil's temptation and yielded. Further
we see that the devil sifts men. In Luke 22:31 Jesus said to
Peter, "Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as

wheat." He overcomes men. Loolc at 2 Corinthians 2 ll where
Paul warns us by sa)rrng, "L€st Satan should get an advantage
of us." He devours men. Peter tells us that the devil "walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour" ( I Peter 5:8). Paul in-
forms us that he hinders men, according to I Thessalonians
2:18. The apostle assured the Thessalonian believers that he
would have come to them for a visit, but "Satan hindered." In
Revelation 12: l0 we see that the devil is "the accuser." This
means that he falsely accuses men. From Revelation 20:10 we
see that he is the great deceiver.
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We should rcalize also that the devil has rwo mighry weapons
which he uses constantly in the display of his p*.i. He uses
the elemenl5-q,7ind, rain, and snow; and he uis the hearts of
ungodly men and women. These are his two arsenals. In the
first chapter of Job he used the Sabeans and the Chaldeans,

"lo$ with fire and wind, to bring desrmcrion, to kill Job's
childr€D, and to rob him of his wealth. Read about this in Job
l: 13-19 and notice how clever the devil is to put the blams on
God. H-e p,rt it in the heart of the servant to say, "fhe fire of
H is fallen from heaven." Indee4 he is very clever.

Though the devil is mighry, he is also Iimited in his power.
Look at verse 12, "And the Lono said unto Satan, Behold, all
that he hath is in thy power; only upon hirnself put nor forth
thine hand." Here is the enemy's defeat. In the lord he is al-

|vay: defeated. We are told in Isaiah 59:19, "\Mhen the enemy
shall come in lilce a food, the Spirit of the Lono shall lift up
a standard against him." fn Christ we can overcome the wicked
one. James 427 says, "submit yourselves therefore to (,6,d. Re-
sist the devil, and he will fee from you." What is the secrer of
victory? The first word provides the answel-(ssbmit." "Sub-
mit yourselves therefore to God.' You and I are no match for
the wicked one. We need the power of C,od in our lives. He is
the o{1 one who can give the victory. If you have nor yet re-
ceived Christ inlo youl life, you are powerless before this power-
ful foe. To you I say, Iet the Lord 

"rrter 
your heart now. For be

assured, if the lord is not in your heart, the devil is. I-et Christ
h_ave the place He should have, the place He desires to have:
the mlership, the lordship of yori life. He will give you
strength ovgr_ temptation. He will guide you and lead you if
you will let Him do ir.

Having considered the character of C,od's servant and the
enemy of Cod's servant, Iet us proceed further by thinking
about the testings of C,od's servarri. Even the name of yoU sug-
gests testings, for it_means "persecuted." C.,ertainly his .1p"ri-
ences in Iife proved the divine choice of his name.
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As it was true in Job's suffering, so it is true of most suffer-
ing; it often provokes the questioD, '"V[/hy?" Often when we are
confronted with some severe suffering we ask, 'Why must this
happen to me? Why must I suffer so? What have I done that I
should bear this trial?" To be sure, we have no right to inter-
rogate C,od about anythirrg. We are the cteatures; He is the
Creator. He is sovereign. We are the day in the Potter's hand.
But there is always the tendency on the part of weak flesh to
question God's providence.

Christ is the only one who had any authority to ask why. He
did this only once during all of His earthly ministry. While on
the cross He cried out in deepest agony, "My C,od, *hy hast
Thou forsalcen Me?" Christ had a perfect right to ask C,od
why, because He was completely forsaken. The Father turned
His face from His only begotten Son, that He need never
turn His face from you or me. We are never alone in our suf-
fering. The face of God is turned toward us at all times, and
He is always ready to help us. It is for this reason that we need
never worry. When prone to piry yourself or to aslc God why,
console yourself with Hebrews 12:6 and I l: "For whom the
Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He
receiveth. . . . Now no chastening for the present seemeth
to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth
the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are ex-
ercised thereby." From these words we are assured that all suf-
fering is pulposeful. Thus the child of C,od may know that he
is the I"ord's possession and that trrly "All things work together
for good to them that love C,od, to them who are the called
accordirrg to His purpose" (Romans 8:28).

The Lord gives us some light as to the reason for Job's suf-
fering. Examining verses 9 through I I in the first chapter of
Iob, we notice that there are two cross purposes at work: the
divine and the satanic. 'Then Satan answered the Lono, and
said, Doth Job fear God for nought? Hast not Thou made an
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hedge about him, and about his house, and about all that he
hath on eYery side? Thou hast blesed the work of his hands,
and his substance is increased in the land. But pur forth Thine
hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse Thee
to Thy face." The devil's philosophy as given here is th.g if a

Tal't Possessions are taken from him, he will curse and despise
God. For ffisnlr this is true. There have been numerous in-
stances where unsaved people lost their earthly possessions and
blamed God for the tragedy. Such an atritude ir dirbolical. The
devil deceives men into cursing God in times of material loss.
The reason is, of course, that usually these people worship
their Possessions as their god. Jesus warned in f"te lZ:15, "Be'-
ware of covetousness: for a man's life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he possesserh." Many people
think that real Iiving is found in por*rsions. Thus ,h.y 

".rrt.,everything they have in what ,h:_ eye can see. If these things
vanish, everything else go€s, as well.

How different it is for the child of God, that is, the one who
has been born of the Spirit and who possesses new life in
Christ. He realizes that whatever happens, the l-ord is still on
the throne, that even though the aevit may be at work, God
has the upper hand.

God's grace-thorns-ah, what forms th"y take!
What piercing, smartirg pain th.y make! 

r

And yet, eaclione in lovJis sent, 
-

And- always just for blessing meant.
And so, whate'er thy thorn may be
From C,od accept it willingly; '
But reckon Christ-His 1f"-4r€ flower
To keep, in thy most trfrg hour. '

After the devil stated his philosophy before God, "The lono
said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only
uPon himself put not forth thine hand." What C"a is sayi"i
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here is, "f will prove to you, Satan, that your philosophy is a
lie. You may talce everything lob has from him, and you will see

that he will not curse Me. And furthennorer /ou may not touch
his life." The devil can go only as far as C,od permits. Thus al-
ready we see the Divine Hand at worlc in Job's suffering.

Why the Lord permits the devil to tempt His own we shall
not fully understand in this life. But in spite of this we know
that C,od's purposes are perfect. Those of us who love the Lord
need not question His purposes. It is for this reason that we can

praise Hfun for whatever He sends.

A friend was surrmoned to the bedside of his aged mother,
who wurs more than eighry years of age. She was stricken with
what th.y feared would prove to be her fatal illness. While her
children were gathered in the room, her pastor came, and as he
wils about to lead them in prayer he turned to the aged saint
and asked her what selection of Scripture he should read. She
said, "Make your own selection, but Iet it be of praise." The
weakness of old age was on her and the pain of sickness, but
there was no gloom. It was light at eventide: "Let it be of
praise."

This is the way the tme believer can look at any rrial of life.
He knows that God will not fail, that somehow, some wzlt the
[,ord will undertake, even as He did for Job. Later Job says in
the midst of his trials, "Though He slay D€, yet will I tmst in
Him." He knew C,od would not fail. You may be sure that He
will not fail you today. Things may look v€rf, very bad. All may
be overcast with gloom and sadness. But cheer up, saint of C,od.

The light will shine soon. The Iord will undertake. Trust
Him.

Perhaps in your affiiction C,od is ufrrg to qpeak to your
heart. It may be that you do not know Him as your Lord. Even
now He is tryirrg to draw you to Himself. Christ lcnows all
about zuffering. He went to the cross for you. He wants to de-

Iiver you from your load of sin and the cares of this life. Why
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not turn to Him just now and trust Him as your Saviour and
Lord? You may be sure that His grace will be sufficient for
your need, whatever it may be. Our C,od wants you to come to
Him.
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Goo's sERvAr\TT, fos, suffered severely. The devil in performing

his diabolical work stmck Job awfully hard. Probably no one

has suffered more, in such a short period of time, than lob. C,on-

sider his losses. First of all, in chapter I : 13-17, we see the loss

of his properry and servanrs. Satan worked in two ways, thrguglr
.rrrgodiy *"o and by means of the elements. As the result, Job's

7,dO th""p, 3,000 camels, 500 yoke of oxen, and 500 she-

donkeys were all stolen or burned up, al_ong *i+ hit- many senr-

ants. in orr. d"y he was completely banlcrupt. Tlink of this for

a moment. Try to imagine everything you own being snatched

from you in one d.y. C.n you conceive of yoursel{ in such cir-

cumstances? What do you think your attitude would be toward

H}
kt us go on; we do not stoP here. Job's loss of propetty Td

possessioni was bad enough,_but notice verse 19: "And, be-

irold, trhere came a gpeat wind from the wildern€Ss, and smote

the four corners of the house, 
:rrd 

it fell upon the young men,

32
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and th.y are dead."'Tgryrg men" as used here is literally "young
Pe9nle," Every one of Job's seven sons and three daughters were
killed by means of a tornado. Add this to the loss of his properry
and servants. What a catastrophe! What sorrow! But it .r. is
still more to come.

In verse 7 of chapter 2 we read, "So went Satan forth from
the Presence of the Lono, and smote Job with sore boils from
the sole of his foot unto his crown." Tte 'boils" were ,burniog
ulcers." This affiiction seems to have been a form of leprosy.
Every inch of Job's body was inflamed. His feet were swollen
twice their size. He was in physical pain night and day.

Next, we read of Job's loss of position in Job 2:8, "And he
took him a Potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down

Torg the ashes." The potsherd was used to scratch one's body.
There must have been constant itchirrg along with the infam-
mation. Job sat down among the ashes in extreme mourning,
utterly cast out. Here was one of the greatest of the men of the
East who became one of the Iowest of the men of the East in a
matter of hours.

Job was without needed encouragement. All of us are thanlc-
ful for friends. Most of us have at liast one or two dear friends
to whom we can turn in times of sorrow for comfort and help.
Job went to the one who should have been his grearest help in
his calamifi, his wife. But loolc at the advice rh. gavc 'TLen
said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integriry?
curse God, and die." What advice, coming from one's *if"t lf
anyone should have been sympathetic and fund to ]ob ar such a
time, it should have been his wife. But she proved herself to be
just one more dioppointnrent added to Job'i long list o[ woeful
experiences.

Job's wifg suggests to urc the carnal Christian who speaks
well of H when aII is going smoothly, but when adveisities
come he forgets all about the Lord's unfailirrg grace. Iob, on the
other hand, represents the spiritual man *[o believed Cod
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whatever the cost. Which class are you in today? Are you a fair-
weather Christian who trusts the Lord only when you have
everything?

David said in Psalm 16:8, "I have set the Lono always be-

fore me: because He is at my right hand, I shall not be moved."
This seems to be the attitude of lob, does it not? In spite of his
suffering, he knew the Lord was still with him. He knew C'od
would find a way of escape. The Bible says in I Corinthians
l0:l3, "There hath no temptation taken you but such as is
common to man: but God is faithful." Did you get those three

words? "God is faithful." Certainly He is! He always is. "God is
faithful, who will not suffer you to be temptd above that ye are
able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escsp€r

that ye may be able to bear it."
Sometimes we think we have more trouble than we can stand.

Never, if you are a child of God! The [ord knows how much

you can take. He never overloads any of us. He permits only
what we can bear. Probably Job could bear rnore than rnost of
us. But God knew that; He rnade him that way. He did not
overload Job, even though Iob probably thought so, and surely
we can understand why he thought so. But God always cares

for His own. Thus we must trust Him. Maybe you are saying,
"Well, I trust Him." Do you really? Let me ask, do you ever
worry about anything? Are you guilty of this miserable evil?
Worry is sin because worry doubts God. AII worry doubts Him.

I am reminded of three elderly ladies who were talking of
their experiences. One said, "I have had lots of troubles. I've
Iain awake nights with them, but those that worried me most
never htpp"ned."

'My husbaDd," said another, "used to say I carried three bags

of trouble: those I had, those I used to have, and those I ex-

pected to have."
The third lady chuckled a bit and said, "Right now I can't

seem to remember my troubles. The good lord told me to cast

all my cares on Him, and He gave me strength for each day's
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work and helped me over the hard places. At night, by the time
I've finished thanlcing Him for His gmdn€ss, I'm always so tired
I just fall asleep."

Crod would have us be Iike this, casting all our care upon
Him, assured that He cares for us. What are you troubled about
today? Trust the [ord! Your calamiry is certainly no worse than
Job's. He Iost his pocsessions, his children, his healttr, his posi-
tion, and lacked needed encouragement. But he did not lose his
God who undertook for him. The Lord can undertalce for you.
Will you believe Hirn for your present need?

In the hour of trial we always get a better insight into our
spirirual Iife than can be realized in seasons of prosperity. As
one faces trial, his Eue spirirual depth can be determined. I
have seen people who were faithful in church attendance week
after week, who gave every evidence of being tme followers of
our Lord; yet these same friends went all to pieces when con-
fronted with adversity *d suffering. One wonders if th.y have
ever had a real encounter with Christ. The true believer ought
to be able to say with David, 'T will Iove Thee, O Lono, my
strength. The Lonp is my rock, and my fortress, and my de-
Iiverer; my C,od, my strength, in whom I win mrst; my buckler,
and the horn of my salvatioD, and my high tower" (Psalm 18:
l-2). Anyone can be happy and glad when everything is going
well. The real test of faith comes in the hotu of the stonn. How
do vou react when trouble comes? Do you go all to pieces or do
you go to your knees and sy, 'Dear [.ord, I know You will not
fail. I know a way will be provided." In C,olossians 3:3 we read,
'Your life is hid with Christ in God." What gpeater refuge do
we need than that? "Yoru life is hid with Christ in God." Ah,
child of C,od, you are secure. You belong to Him, the Lord
Jesus, who gave His life's blood for you. He will not fiorsake
you. Job believed God. We too must believe Him.

Sufferitg is never in vain. Notice the efiect it had on Iob.
"Then Job aro6e, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and
fell down upon the ground and worshipp.d" (Iob l:20). This



36 Living Patiently

followed immediately after the loss of all his property and all
his children. He did not curse God as Satan said he would;
he worshiped Crcd. Do you see what I mean? Here is an impor-
tant test of one's spiritualiry. What will he do in his affiictions?
Where will he go for help? Iob went to the Lord immediately.

What do you think he did when he worshiped God? Doubt-
less he rededicated himself to the Lord, with the confidence in
his heart that God would undertake. He worship"d. He revered
God. He praised the Lord. I tell Iou, this was a great victory in
Job's heart The devil could not be defeated wors€ than he was
at this moment when Job worship.d the Lord. Isaiah declared,
"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
Thee" (Isaiah 26:3). How wonderful is this peace! How com-
forting! Indeed, God gave His peace to Job at this moment.

In verse 2l of chapter l, Job said, "Naked came I out of my
mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lonp gave,
and the Lonn hath taken awafi blessed be the name of
the Lonp." For many generations, these memorable words have
been quoted in funeral services to comfort distressed hearts.
Th.y were qpoken by 

" 
man who knew what death really was.

He had Iost ten of his childrerr. But behind the Sabeans, be-

hind the Chaldeans, behind the tornado, Job saw the hand of
God in all of this. He knew with perfect confidence that God
could never make a mistake. In the midst of his calamity he
could bless the name of the Lord. How could he do it? Look at
the first verse of the book again, 'Job was perfect and upright,
and one that feared God, and eschewed evil." He was a man
of integrity who had a hold on the Lord. His complete con-
fidence and trust was in the living God. When you and I really
know Christ as our Redeerner and Lord, w€, too, can bless God
in the face of any affiiction. In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus
said, "Blessed are th"y that mourn: for they shall be comforted"
(Matthew 5:4). This is true. The Lord always comforts us in
the hour of death. He comforted Iob. He never fails.

It is interestirg to note further that Job did not sin in the
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midst of his affiiction. "In all this Iob sinned not, nor charged
God foolishly" ( L 22). Many people do sin when troulle
comes. They get drunk or go out and have their fing. How
foolish! How ridiculous! Th.y only add more woes to their
misery. Job was a wise man. He did not sin in his affiictiorr.
He trusted God.

In-chapter 2, verse 10, Iob in replying to his wife gave this
wonderful testimon/, "Shall we receive good at the hand of
God, and shall we not receive evil?" He meant "evil" in the
sense of adversity or that which is displeasing, not evil in the
sense of sinfulness. What he said was, "Can we expect to
have good things in Iife only; must we not expecr to have ad-
versity as well? Is this not part of the life which we live? Are
we not children of Adoffi, and has not sufferirrg come upon us
because of the fall? Thus be reasonable." Job said to his wife,
"\Me must face things as they are. Suffering is no sign that C,od
has forsaken us." This is so true. God is not forsaki"i us in trial.
Usually He rs preparing us for something greater. Hi is makirrg
us more useful.

About eight years after a certain blacksmith had given his
heart to God, he was approached by an intelligent .r"U"tiever
with several questions.

'"li[/hy is it that you have so much trouble? I have been watch-
it g you since you became a Christian. You seem to have npice
as many trials and accidents as you had before. I thought when
a man gave himself to God his troubles were over."

'You t.g tit piece of steel?" with a thoughtful but glowing
face the blacksmith replied. "It is for the springs of r *rgo;,
but it needs to be tempered. In order to do this I heat ir red hot
and then cool it with water. If I find it will take a temper, I
heat it ag_iln, and then hammer and bend it and shapa it so
that it will be suitable for the wagon." He paused a moment,
and his listener nodded.

"H saves us for somethirg more than to have a good time,"
the blacksmith continued. 'At least, that is the way ir"" it. We
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have the good time, all righq for the smile of C,od means

Heaven. But He wants us for service just as I want this piece

o[ steel, and He puts the temper of Christ in us by the testings

and trials which come our way. He also supplies the strength
to meet these testings." This is precisely what God is doing in
you and D€, putting temper in us that we might be usable.

Thus we must expect adversiry.
In chapter 2, verse 10, we read, "in all this did not Iob sin

with his lips." In times of sufferirrg we need to ask God to guard

our lips. Satan tempts us to say the wrong thing that will injure
the cause of Christ and usually prove harmful to others. Job
was very careful about what he said. Here was a man destitute

of everythirg except faith in his wonderful Cod. Though
tempted sore, he "did not sin with his lips."

Maybe you are burdened down with some trial of life at this

moment. Consider these imprtant lessons from lob. Read over

the first two chapters of the book to reassure yourself. Claim the

blessing He has for you in these two wonderful chapters of

instmction and help.
Thus far we have seen the character of God's senrant, the

enemy of God's servant, the testings of God's servant, and now
we begin the consideration of the comforters of God's setvant.

For many chapters in the book of lob we shall be examining
the battle of words betrn een lob and his comforters.

The battle was touched off when Job cursed the d^y of his

birth. We read in chapter 3, verses l-3, "After this opened Job
his mouth, and cursed his d.y. And Job spake, and said, Let the

d.y perish wherein I was bom, and the night in which it was

said, There is a man child conceived." Job comes awfully close

to Satan's prediction recorded in chapter l, verse ll, where

Satan said to God, '?ut forth Thine hand now, and touch all
that he hath, and he will curse Thee to Thy face." Yes, Job
came close to yielding, but praise C,od, he did not go all the

way. He cursed the d^y of his birth, but he did not curse

Crod.
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Somehow, even in the severest trials of life God gives sustain-
it g grace. Here was a man who in all probabiliry had zuffered
more or as much as anyone, and yet the Lord restrained him
from fulfrlling the devil's prediction.

Job wanted to die. I think most of us can understand his
situation. Some of God" p"ople have wanted to die with even
Iess suffering. Of course, Job's desire at this pornt was not
commendable, but I am sure all of us understand well the
weakness of frail fesh, especially in the time of testings.

11 chapter 3, verses I l, 12, and 23, Job asks the question,
"Why?" five times. This is the usual result of suffering, though
it is not necessary. We should never ask God, 'Why?" To do so
doubts God's providence and wisdom. We need never fear nor
falter, for the Lord makes no mistakes. Sometimes it would seem
as though we are completely forsak€D, but this could never be.
God says in Deuteronomy 33:25, "As thy days, so shall thy
strength be." It is not necess ary that we know why C,od permits
a certain trial. The important fact is that we know that He will
give us the strength to bear this trial if we ftust Him for it.

The story is told of a young theological student who one dry
came to the great preacher C. H. Spurgeon, telling him the
Bible contained some verses which he did not understand and
about which he was very much worried. To this Spurgeon
replied, 'Young man, allow me to give you this word of advice.
You must expect to let God know some things which you do
not understand."

The same could be said of the many mysteries involved in
the believer's sufferings. We need not know why. As long as

God knows, that is all that matters. We may rest in the tmth
that Crod loves thoee who are His blood-bought children. Also,
we may be sure that the Iord will either Iead us out of our affiic-
tion or give us the grace to bear it. He never forsakes His own.
He is mindful of our calamity, and because of that He will
pro_.de help. David said in Psalm 27: l, "The L,onp is my Iight
and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the Lonp is the strerrgth
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of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?" This is enough. We need

no more. Must I have an answer to my guestions? Of course

not. "The Lord ir *y light and my salvation." He will care for
every need. I am to trust Him and believe Him wholeheartedly,

without doubtirrg.
Thus we see Job, a man of moral integrity and uprightness,

who had abstained from evil, beginnit g to waver under the

load of his care. Please do not misundentand; I am not being

critical of Job. When we consider the extent of his trials, and

how we have complained with far less suffering, we cannot

be hard on Job. But the thing I am ttft g to present is that

which I believe C,od would have us learn: that Job is an object

lesson for you and for D€, that we might know better how to
face our trials in the strength of the [.ord.

Somethirrg else is seen in ]ob's momerrts of weakening. Do
you recall what was said in chapter 2, verse l0? Look at the last

phr.r., "L all this did not Iob iit, with his lips." Not long after

this was said of Job, he sinned with his lipu. He cursed

the d.y of his birth, he complained, he questioned the provi-
dence of God. This provides an important reminder for each

one of us to beware of uncontrolled lips in times of adversity.

When all is going well, when there is no pressure, it is not too

difficult to guard our lips. But under the strain and stress of

trials it is easy to say the wrong thing. Oh, that we might per-

mit the Lord to control our words, €sp€cially during times of
adversity. We should pray as did the Psalmist in Psalm 19:14,
"I.et the words of my mouth, and the meditation o[ my heart,

be acceptable in Thy sight, O L,ono, my strength, and my re
degrner."

There is just one more thing I want to share with you before

concluding this chapter. Have'you ever heard anyone curse the

d.y of his birth? Have you ever said something like this: "I
wish I had never been born"? Going through some season of
sorrow or testing, were you sorry you had ever seen this world? I
suppose many of us are guilty. But I will tell you one thing:
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though I have known some to curse the d.y of their first birth,
I have never known anyone to curse the d^y of his second birth.
Have you? I am sure you have not. No, one who has been born
again by the Holy Spirit would never curse the d"y he came to
Christ. In fact, can we not agree that this is the most important
elperience in life? Nothing could be any greater than to come
to Jesus Christ and have all sin completely forgiven, ro
begin life anew. No one would be fool enough to i rrse this
day. But, regrettably, many are foolish enough to neglect this
d.y.

Maybe you have never yet turned to God and claimed Christ
as your Saviour and Lord. You do not know what you are miss-
irrg. You may have money and all that money can buy, but be
assured, there is one thing money cannot bry. Money cannot
bry happiness, and you cannot have happiness in this life wirh-
out Jesus Christ. C,od says in I Peter l:23, "Being born again,
not of corruptible seed, but of incormptible, by the word of
C'od, which liveth and abideth forever." Have you been born
again by the Word of God? What does this mean? The Word
of God, the Bible, tells us that Christ died for our sins and rose
again. We are told further that the moment we believe on the
I-ord Jesus Christ we are eternally saved; we are reborn spiritu-
ally-we are born again. This, I say, is the most important step
a person can take in life. If you have never really tnrsted Christ
by receiving Him into your hearr, I hop" you will do so im-
mediat"ly.
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Mosr oF THE BooK or Jon is a battle of words betrn een Job and

his three comforters. It all began when Iob mrsed the d.y he

was born and asked God why he had to suffer so. Suddenly

Eliphaz stepped to the front and gave his first speech. He began

very tenderly by saying, "If we assay to commune with thee,

wilt thou be grieved?" In other words, he asked if he might
offer some advice to Iob during his time of intense suffering.

Certainly there is nothing wrong in one's offering advice to

another in times of trial, but it is important that the one who

does so should be in a position to proffer advice. He should be

one who knows the Lord and is in fellowship with Him.
He should be qualified spiritually. Mere human wisdom, though

consolirrg to some degree, can have no worth-while effect.

The man or the woman who helps most in times of need is

the one who has a prayer life. You may be sure such a one will
give lasting words of wisdom, God's wisdom. The Blb! lys in
ja*er I :5, "I[ any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of C,od, that

giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be

giren him." Oftentimes God gives us this promised widom
12
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t*"gh His people who are Iiving in constant fellowship with
Him.

Few of us sem to capitalize upon the *ighty privilege that
is ours in prayer. We would be less disturbed and fearful if we
would Pt y **. Even when we do pray, so often we are not
in dead earnest. Can you sense somithirrg of the burden of
Prayer that was in the heart of David as Le cried out to the
Lord, "Give ear to my wor&, O Lonp; consider my meditation.
Hearken unto the voice of my crf, my King and my God: for
unto Thee will I pray" (Psalm 5:l-2). These words suggesr ro
me that David came to the realizarion that there was 

"rrly 
one

source of help. He believed with all his heart that God would
hear and undertake. Oh, that you and I could pray in this same
manner.

We are told that "The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much" (James 5: 16). It is "the effecrual fervent
Prayer" comit g from the heart of a man or a woman right with
God that "availeth much." Immediately after this statement,
James gives us an example of a righteous man who experienced
the Power of prayer. "Elias was a man subject to like passions
as we ate, and he prayed earnestly that it might not r"in: and
it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six
months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and
the earth brought forth her fruir" (James 5: l7-tg). Beloved
in Christ, do you know of anyone in your circle of friends who
Prays like this? The power Elijah experienced is for you and
for me as well. Jacob evidenced this same concern as he wrestled
with his heaverly visitor, sayin g, "I will not let Th@ go, except
Thou bless me" (Genesis 32:26). Most of us give up roo soon
in prayer, proving our lack of real belief and hop" in God.

C*otg. Mueller, the prince of intercessors with God, began
to Pray for a group of five personal friends. After five years one
of them came to Christ. In ten years, two more of them found
Peace in the same Saviour. He prayed on for twenty-five Iesrs,
and the fourth man was saved. For the fifth he prayed until the
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time of his death, and this friend, too, came to Christ a few
months afterwards. For this latter friend, Mr. Mueller had

prayed almost fifty-two years.

When we behold such perseverance in prayer zN this, we
realize that we have scarcely touched the fringe of real im-

portunity in our own prayer life. Do not permit Satan to rob
you of precious time in the presence of God. He will do every-
thing in his power to keep you busy in an effort to prevent you
from going to your knees. Do not be deceived by his wicked
machinations. Call upon God many times throughout the d.y.
Enter into David's experience, "Evening, and morning, and at

noon, will I pn.y, and cry aloud: and He shall hear my voice"
(Psalm 55: l7).

It appears that Job's comforters were of little help to God's

servant because their own experience with the Lord was so

shallow. In Proverbs 9:10 we read that "The fear of the Lonp
is the beginnirrg of wisdom." From what is seen in the book of

Job, the three comforters had little fear for God. Their hearts

were cold.
It is the man who is living in vital fellowship with the Lord

who can best help stmgglirrg and needy humanity. One with a

cold heart, even though he may profess to be a follower of God,
is helpless in attemptirrg to warm the heart of another. So many

in our churches today possess cold hearts. Some of them were

being used of God at one time, but th"y have drifted, neglect-

irrg to spend necessary time with the [.ord. Th"y have per-

mitted their lives to become cluttered with things of little value.

To them God says, "I know thy works, that thou art neither cold
nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot" (Revelation 3:15). Irt
me ask lou, is your heart burnirrg for God? Unless it is, you will
be of little use to God and to your fellow man. Someone has

said, 'There is no sunlight in the life when there are no slcy

lights in the soul." Unless a rnan is walking in fellowship
with the Lord, he is wasting his time trying to do a spiritual
work for others.
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We are living in an age when everybody wants somerhirg
for nothing. Regrettably, they carry this same attirude over into
their Christian exPerience. Most assuredll, salvation is free. No
one can become a Christian any other way than by the grace of
God. But after one makes this decision ; follow- Chr#, there
is a Ptic_e t9 

_b" paid. We should be reminded that good things
cost. Valuable Possessions are high-priced. What is iheaply r.-
quired is apt to be of inferior quality. The type of life tliui fol-
lows the course of least resistaD@, that drifts with the current
instead of rowing against it, is too often in evidence, and the
sad consequences are apparent.

To be a Christian costs the renunciation of the forces that
pull down and alliance with those that lift up. Christian disci-
pleshiP must meet the standards set up by Christ instead of any
that man may set up. He declared that 

" 
tr.*endous co6t *.rrt

be invohred if any one will be His follower. The will must be
yielded to Him. Life must be made anew by Hirn It cost ]esus
His all to be able to offer discipleship to all who would follow
Him. Here is what He says regarding His disciples: "Vllhoso-
ever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hrth, he cannot

F My disciple" (Luke 14:33). This is nor a cheap, inferior
kind of experience. It demands our all. To be sure, if 

-Cfrritt 
has

Iour all, you will be a blessing to all those around you. You will
then be in a position to help those who so g.oily need your
help. Eliphaz was not this kind of man, bui nevertheless, he
does his best to volunteer comfort.

First Eliphaz offers comfort by means of commendation. He
says to Job, "Behold, thou hast instructed msnl, and thou hast
t_tr*gthened the weak hands. Thy wmds have upholden him
that was falling, and thou hast strengthened rhe feeble knees.'
This was as if to say to Job, 'You have helped other people.
Now that you u.' r,.rffoing, you harre nothing to dr."
Eliphaz suggests that som@ne will help Job becaur t e helped
others.

Next he offers comfort on the ground of C,od's dealings with
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humans. "Remember, I pray thee, who ever perished, being
innocent? or where were the righteous cut off? Even as I have
seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap the
same. By the blast of C,od th"y perish, and by the breath of His
nosrrils are they consumed." Eliphaz argues that, if a man is
innocent, if he is righteous, God will take care of him. On the
other hand, if he has lived for the fesh and sown iniquity, he
must suffer punishment. Since Job has been a moral and an
upright rnan, he had nothing to fear. At least, this was the
essence of the advice the comforter was Sving.

Further, Eliphaz trys to offer comfort by reminding Iob of
divine providence. "Although affiiction cometh not forth of
the dust, neither doth trouble spring out of the ground" (516).
The testirtgs of life are not by chance. They do not merely hap-
pen. Th.y are to be expected. Of course, what Eliphaz says

here is true. Anyone who is at all familiar with the Bible will
realize that this truth appears in the Scriptures frequently. Some

people get all excited when trouble comes, 8s though such a

thing is unuzual. The Bible teaches that it is normal and nat-
ural. The Apostle Peter says, "Beloved, think it not strange colr-

cerning the fi"ry trial which is to try you, as though some

srrange thing happened unto you" ( t Peter 4:12). We are not
to be surprised when trials come. Rather, they are to be ex-

pected in the providence of God.
We need not be surprised, because these trials are no su{prise

to God. He knows all about them. I like those words recorded

in Matthew 6:32,'Your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have

need of all these things." Of course, if our Heavenly Father
did not know about our affiictions, we should have rea-

son to be discouraged and frightened. But what a

great comfort it is to realize that nothing is hidden from
Him, that He understands our condition and circrunstances

thoroughly. Even more than that, He realizes just how hard it
is for us to bear up under it all. But the very fact that He knows
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all about our difficulties and problems should be enough to
make us strong.

- 
Perha_ps you_ so/r well, if He knows, whr doesn't He change

,!j"g:? why doesn't He do something to ielieve my sufferi";?
Child of C,od, this is precisely where you musr walk by faiih
and not by sight. Surely He could change all of this if He
wanted to. And you may rest in the fact that, if it were for your
good, He would change these things. The fact that you are nor
receiving immediate relief from your suffering strongly suggests
that there is some mission God wants that sutreri"g toiork
in Iou, some lesson you need to learn while endurirrg ir, some
new Power of usefulness and service which He would have you
8_ain_ through your trial. C,onsequently, accept your trial fio*
the hand of k. Do not be iuqprised. D; not be alarmed.
This is not an accident; it is the r"srlt of divine providence.

trJiPhaz continues by o)ong, 'Yet man is boin unto rrouble,
as the sparlcs fly upward" (5: 7). Trouble is a part of life. It
came into the world as the result of Adam's sin. As the sparks
fly ,Pward from a flame, just so we can be certain of trouble.

But Eliphaz-does not 
_stop here. He proceeds by telling Iob

what to do with his troublei. "I would ieek unto God, ,ri irr-
to God would I commit my cause." This seems easy for Ehphaz
to say, but had he been in Job's shoes, I wonder *irrt he would
have done? [t is not too difficult to say what we would do when
all is going well, but it is quite different when we are in the
midst of calamiry.

Nevertheless, in this instance Eliphaz was right. Our only
hope, our only refuge, in seasons of trid is to g"t near to thl
heart of God. In Lamentations 3:32 we read, "But though He
cause qt"_f, yet will He have compassion according to the mu[i-
tude of His mercies." Though God oftentimes sends trials for
our welfare, He also provides the needed help and care. And
is it not tnte that, during our seasons of affiictioD, He becomes
even more real and precious to us.
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A young English minister took a walk one afternoon. He

came to a li*"rtone gorge about two and one-half miles long.

He was enjoying the scenery as he passed through the gorg:

and did nor notice the riorm clouds gatherit g overhead.

Finally he looked up and saw the dark overcast sky. He turned

and hastened tow.ri home. The storm, however, overtook him.

The rain began to fall in torrents. The ylung minister found

shelter in th; cleft of a great limestone rock. As he stood there

in the place of sheker, he watched the rain descend. The thun-

deryo.-red, and he saw the lightnirrg fash. He was deeply im-

pressed. He took a pencil ,la piecJ of- P3ry from his PTk'
and wrote these *orir: "Rock of Ago, cleft for me,Letme hide

myself in Thee." This e4perience w"t the inspirlhg" that led

Arrg,rsrus M. Topl"dy to write our great hymn o[ faith, hope,

rrrJ love. How beautifully the h)rot sets forth our tntst in

Christ who once offered Himself that we might take shelter in

Him.
It may be thar in your hour of trial God wants_ you to draw

near to Him. You may have become occupied with things-fi1,

will soon pass away. ffr. Lord wants you to enter into a fresh

experi.rr.i that your life may be *g* effective for Him.

D; not look 
"t 

yorr trial as a heavy burden. Claim it as a bless-

irrg and use it for the glory of C,od. I know it is hard to recog-

nile trials as blessings, b.rl rr.rotheless, that is whal th"y are.

In psalm 5 S:Z}God;oys, "Casr thy burden upon the Lono, and

He shall sustain theer H" shall never sufier the righteousto be

moved." This word 'turden" is interesting in the Hebrew be-

cause it is really the word for "$[t." Thus instead of readil8

the vers, "Cast thy burden upon the LoBD," it should be

read, 
,,Cast ,thy gift upon the [o;d." Your burden is C,od's gift.

It does not *.tto'how it came, it is God's gift to you. We may

be sure that all of Crod's grfts are good. This is not to suggest

that your disease is good, o; that your pain ir g*d. Look beyond

this,io the mercy of-C,od and rabz.e that this entire experience,

arranged under the providential care of God, is for your wel-
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fare and C,od's glory. Thus you may fully rest in the [,ord,
knowing that His grace will be zufficient and that in His own
time He will provide your e\rery need.

In continuing his advice, Eliphaz spealcs of Crod's divine
blessing, "Behold, h"ppy is the man whom God correcteth:
therefore despise not thou the chastenirrg of the Almighty"
(5, l7). Indeed, these are wmds well spoken. Sptinkled in
with his humanism, Eliphaz has some good scriprural advice.

Surely there is blesrirrg in chastening, for in it we know God's
Iove is being revealed. This is what we read in Hebrews 12:6,

'T[/hom the [,ord Ioveth He chasteneth."

Next Eliphaz trys to offer comfort by reminding Iob of God's

divine power. "He shall deliver thee in six troubles: y@, in
seven there shall no evil touch thee" (5 r l9). Here is another
worth-while tmth. It makes no difference how great the sorrow

we may face, Crcd will always provide the solution. This He
can do because He is the all-powerful One.

Once the passengers of a vessel steamirrg along the St. Law-
rence River were very angry because, in spite of the fact that a

hory fog was encircling the boat, full speed ahead was main-

tained. At last they went to the first mate and complained.
"Oh, don't be afraid," the mate replied with a smile, "the

fog lies low and the captain is high above it and can see where
we are going." Likewise, you may rest in the fact that C,od has

the situation under control. He is not limited in His perception.
He can see the end from the beginnittg. Even more than that,
He can provide the solution becaure of His mighty power.

It is always well for us to look into the past in the time of trial
and consider how C,od delivered us. In Psalm 34:19 we read,
"Many are the affl;ctions of the righteous: but the Lonp de-

Iivereth him out of them all." Yotr may have many troubles,

but God wiil provide deliverance, for He delivers His own "out
of them all." This is an assuring thought. Praise Him, we have

an unfailing C,od. What is your problern? What is your diffi-
culry at this moment? Realize that our C,od is strfficient. He is
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unfailirg in His goodness and grace. Take your burden to
the Lord in prayer. Cast all your care upon Him. David could
say in Psalm 6l:2,'"\Mhen my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to
the rock that is higher than I." He knew where to go with his
heartaches. fue you able to lean the whole weight of your prob
Iem on God with the assurance that He will provide a way of
escape?

Some years ago Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Jones, of radio station
HCJB in Quito, Educador, were seriously injured in an auto-
mobile accident in California. About a month afterwards, I re-
ceived a leffer from them which stated: "Only the Lord knows
r,vhy the terrific impact of the collision did not put a 'period' to
our lives instead of just a'comma.' Graciously He has inter-
vened in these weelcs to recuperate our health to the point
where both of us have recentlf U""" discharged from the hos-
pital. As outpatients we shall go back for some time to our doc-
tors for checkups and further medical attention. But C,od is
good, and we are so h.ppy to turn over to Him more com-
pletely than ever what remains of our lives."

How thrilling to read those words at such a time, "God is
good." This is the attitude we should have in every trid of life.
He is never anything but good. Even though we may not be
able bo comprehend His purposes, He is still good. It is for this
reason that we can trust Him implicidy, with confidence that
He makes no mistakes and that He will provide the needed
help, whateyer it may be.

Maybe you do not know the Lord. It is possible that you are
going through some time o[ great trial at this moment, and yet
you do not know the Burden Bearer. You need Christ. It is He
who pnovides a solid foundation upon which to build. The
Bible sIs, "Other foundation can no man l^y than that is
laid, which is Jesus Christ" ( I Corinthians 3: I I ). He is our only
hop". If you never have done so, trust Him now, believe Him,
receive Him as your Saviour and Lord. You can be sure that
He will never fail Iou, for He is our unfailirg God.
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IN crreprERs 6 and 7 Iob replies to Elipbaz. It is quite obvious
that what Eliphaz said had Iittle effelt on him. Job begins
by lamenring his sorrowful state. "But Job answered and oid,
Oh that mI _8n"f were throughly weighed, and my calamiry
Iaid in the balances together! For now ii would be heavier than
the sand of the sea: therefore my words are swallowed .rp."
There is the suggestion here that Job fels that his conditiol it
hopeless. Crod has helped in former times, but now it seems that
the grief is too much.

Job is beginning to doubt God. Under normal circumsrances
true believers do not doubt, but when the pnessures o[ Iife
crowd in upon us, sometimes we are prone to forget that God is
allstrfficient for every trial. It is at times Iike these that we must
really Pray so that we shall not for a minute doubt the Lord.
Someone has said, '"\i[/hen we doubt, ve€ don't trust. When we
trust, we don't doubt." Rather than doub,t, we should put our
cares into the hands of God. When we put our cares in His
hands, He puts His peace into our hearts.

5l
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Further Job says: "For the arrows of the Almighty arc within
D€, the poison whereof drinketh up my spirit: the terrors of
God do set themselves in afiay against me." Is he intimatit g
that C,od is trying to kill him? Is his faith wavering? Recall his
wuds which had been spoken only days before, follo*it g the
death of his loved ones, "The Lonn gave, and the Lono hath
taken awali blessed be the name of the LoRD." His attitude
seems to have changed. This should remind us that gnef can

affect one's spiritual condition if he does not stay close to God.
Because we cannot always understand the Lord's way is no

reason to believe that C,od is forsakit g us. Mrry and Martha
could not understand why Jesus, if He were C-rod, stayed away

from their home when their brother was dFrrg. This is sug-

gested in the words of Martha to Jesus, "Lord, if Thou hadst
been here, my brother had not died" (John I I :21). Faithful
Abraham could not fully understand C,od's purpose in asking

him to offer up his only son. Yet Abraham believed C,od,

and though he could not understand the situatior, he walked
by faith and not by sight. Moses could not understand the fruit-
Iess wandering in the wilderness journey, with a complaining
people, rebellious and unconcerned about the principles of
God. But he believed. In his heart he knew that even thotrgh
he could not understand, C,od would have the answer. J*"ph
was thrown into confusion because of his circumstances. He
could not begin to fathom the mysteries of it all, the treach ery
on the part of his brothers, his lot with the wicked woman, his
imprisonment. How confusing it must have been. But Joseph
did not give up. He tmsted, and ultimately the reward came.

It may be at this moment lou, too, like Job and scores of
others of the people of God we read about in the Scriptur€s,
are pelplexed about the divine providences at work in your life.
M"y I encourage you not to waver, b'trt, with renewed commit-
ment to the lord and His purposes, to tnrst Him for the present
moment with confidence that He will not and cannot fail
you.
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What about it, was C'od trynng to kill Job? Of course not. It
was Andrew Munay who said, "Every Ioss is meant to be filled
uP by His presence; every sorrow is meant to make His fellow-
ship more to us." God was trying to make His presence real to
Job. Have you ever stopped to consider that if one does not
have a ned in life, God is not really a necessiry. It is in the
hour of need that most of us find C,od to be a necessity. We
Iearn how to believe Him and trust Him for all things.

Job continues by confessing his weakness. "Is my strength the
strength of stones? or is my fesh of brass?" (6t 12) What he is
saying here is, "This is more than I can take. I am not made of
stone or bras. I am a human. I am a weak, frail, falterirrg hu-
man." I doubt that he had ever realized this before as he real-
ized it at this moment. Sometimes God has to prove to us just
how weak we actually are. Even though we profess to be
tmsting in the Lord, there is always the tendency among us to
feel a certain self-sufficiency. Job had come to the end of his
rop€, so to speak, as far as his self-sufficiency was concerned. At
a time like this, one is in a position really to lean on God.

In the hospital I called on a lady who had just undergone
serious surgery. She told me of the dread that was in her heart.
She said, "I had an operation about a yefi ago and the worst
part of it was when I had to get up and start walkin g again. I'm
so afraid of this now." Several days later I went back to see her
and she was sitting up in a chair.

'\Mell ," lsaid, "I see you are up."
'Yes. Do you recall," she asked, 'how fearful I was o[ getting

up? Well, I just committed it all to the Lord and there was
nothing to it. I knew I could not do it so I turned it all over to
Him."

That is the way God worlcs. When we come to the place
where we recognize that there is nothing we can or should
do about a siruatioD, that C,od must do everything, you may
be zure He will not fail. The greatest problem is that most of
us feel as if we had to help God. He is not depardent upon our
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help. We must claim His promises and lean upon Him wholly.
He says in Isaiah 43z2,"When thou passest through the waters,

I will be with thee; and through the rivers, th"y shall not over-

fow thee: when thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not
be burned; neither shall the fame kindle upon thee." What is it
in your life today that has you bogg"d down with care and
worry) Relize that you are not stone, you are not brass, yott are

a frail human, utterly helpless before God. Tell Him that, will
you? kt Him know that you rer.lize your inzufficiency as well
as His all-sufficiency.

As Iob progresses in his reply it appears that he is drifting
away from his former reliance on the Lord. He says, 'ofhere-
fme I will not refrain my mouth; I will speak in the anguish
of my spirit; I will complain in the bitterness of my soul"
(7,1 l). He boldly affirms that he is going to complain.

One of the strangest war incidents I have ever read was

about the arrest, trial, and imp,risonment of a serviceman who
was called "A Discotrrager." He struck no blow fc the enemy.

He was not disloyal to his country. He was just a discourager

at a very critical time. The fate of the company hung in the
balance. He would go along the lines and say discouraging
words to the men on duty. The court martial judged it a crime
to qpeak disheartening wor& at such an hour. And so it was

that he was sentenced to a year's imprisonment.
How many Christians there are who might be termed "Dis-

couragers" because of their constant complaining. Rather than

praise the Lord for all things, they grumble about most things.
What a horrible disease complaining is.

Of course, all complaining is in realiry against C'od. How
tragic to see this servant of the Lord complaining against the
unfailirrg God. But let us not be too hard on Job. Have not you
and I done the same thirrg on occasion? We complain so of-
ten. But, you sI, though I may have complained, I have never
complained against God. Yes you have, for all complaining is

against God. Romans 8:28 says, "And we know that all things
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work together for good to them that love God, to them who are
the called according to His pulpose." If as a Christian you really
believe that "all things work together for god," 

^ny 
complain-

irg you do is against God. How much better it would have been
for Job to say, "l will trust, I will prayi' instead of "I will speak,
I will complain."

It takes far less wisdom and effort to trust God than it does to
complain, md, to be sure, there is no comparison of the results.
One may be sick, but if he complains he will be worse. Small
wonder Paul declared, in writing to young Timothy, "Godli-
ness with contentment is great gain" (l Timothy 6:6). Most of
us complain about things that are so insignificant. What a
diffqence it would make if we would trust God for all things.

To trust the Lord may mean to wait for the Lord to act. It
is true that C,od works for him that "waiteth for Him." Most of
us will agree that, in the light of the past, God has a time for
doing things and it is the best time conceivable. It may not
always be to our liking, but it is according to the schedule of
the I-,ord who is never late. Because of our limited wisdom we
cannot see why God does not act immediately. fu far as we are
concerned, one time is as good as another. But never forget it,
God has a set time for everythirg.

We see this in chapter 7 o[ John, where Christ's brothers
said to Him, "Depart hence, and go into Judea, that Thy dis-
ciples also may see the worlcs that Thou doest. For there is no
man that doeth any thing in seoet, and he himself seeketh to
be known openly. If Thou do these things, show Thyself to
the world" (John 7:34). Doubdess you have sensed the strain
of sarcasm in these words, because Christ's brothers had not yet
tnrly believed in Him. But notice our Lord's answer to His
brothers, 'My time is not yet come: but your time is always
ready" (Joh 7:6), How revealirrg is this statement. fu far as

we are concerned, one time is as suitable as another. We cannot
see why things should not be done immediately. Why should
God k*p us waiting so? Simply because His "time is not yet
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come." We are always ready, but He has a specific time for
everythirrg.

One of the lessons few of us learn fully is that of waiting on
God. We think we have learned this important lesson, when
suddenly we are plunged into a serious trial and dirover that
we know practically nothing about waiting on the Lord. In all
of His plans and purposes, God's way is perfect. Ours is imper-
fect. We srumble and falter all along the way because of our
failure to rest in the Lord's perfect plan and wait fm His divine
moment. One of the most overloolced words, by way of eqperi-

ence at least, in the Old and New Testaments is "wait." In
Psalm 27:14 David implores us to "\Mait on the Lono." Then he
says, "Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart."
And then he makes a further plea, os he says, 'o\Mait, I say, oD

the LoRD." David practiced what he preached. In Psalm 25:5,

we read his errcouragng wqds, "Ot Thee do I wait all the

day!'If you and I were to wait on'the Lord all the day, every

day, you may be sure worry and fear would vanish.
Caleb waited for forty-five years to rcalize C,od's promise

made at Kadesh-barnea. He held on rto His promise in spite

of peril, changirrg circtrmstances, a multirude of funerals, and

the passing of a generation. But he discovered that C,od's prom-
ise was as good as the Promiser. He lived to taste the glory of
C,od's provision in the land flowing with milk and honey.

Abraham and Sarah failed to "wait on the Lord" and tried to
help God keep His promise of giving them a son. Th"y made

a feshly agreemsnf-xnd Ishmael was born. Later on C,od ful-
frlled His promire and Isaac was born. All his Iife Ishmael was

a "thorn in the flesh" to his parents and to Isaac. In fact, to this
d.y Ishmael's descendants (the modern Arabs) are "a thorn in
the fesh" tothe modern Jews, and all because Abraham failed
to wait on the Lord. Who o[ us could begin to estimate the mis-

talces we have made in life because we have overlooked this
necessary truth time and time again? We have failed to wait
on Crod.
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oft there comes 
-a 

gen_de whisper o'er me stealing,
when my trials i"l my burrdens seem too great;

Like the sweet-voiced bells of evening softl/pealing,
It is saymg to my spirit- "Only wiit."

When i 
""rrrrot 

understand my Father's leading
And it seems but hard and iruel fate,

Sdll I hear that gentle whiqper ever pleading,
"C,od is worki-rrg, C,od is iaithg"l 

-.nly 
liait."

When the prgTiT seems_to linger, long delaying,
And I tremble lest, perhaps, it 

"o*" 
i* laie,

still I hear that sweet-voiced angel ever saying,
"Though it tarry, it is coming-orrly wait."

When I see the wicked prosper in their sinning,
And the righteous piessed by many a 

"r.I"t 
strait,

I reme*b.T this is only the beginning,
And I whisper to my spirit- "OnIy wait."

oh, how little soon will seem my heart of sorrow,
And how trifing is our present brief estate;

Could we see it in-the light of Heaven's tomorrow,
Oh, how easy it wouid be for us to wait!

Author Unknown
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Further, Iob sIs, "Let me alone; for my days are vaniry"
(7 r 16). Can you imagin e a servant of C,od going so far as ro say
to the Lord, "Letme alone. Take Your han& off -". Don't per-
secute me any more"? Then, even worse, he accuses God o[
depqtirg from him. "How long wilt Thou nor depart from D€,
nor let me alone till I swallow down my spittler"- (T: 19) I am
sure 'that most of us can sympathize with Job, because in the
hour of trial we too have felt on occasion that C,od had for-
saken us. "If C,od is God," we have thought, "if He has all
pCI/uer, why dmn't He do somethirrg about our need? Why
doesrtt He ansrrer our prayers?" Well, we may be sure that G.d
is doing sornethit g. He always answers prayer. Not always
how or when we think He should, but He always ansvyers.
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Realize whatever your need today, God is above all; He can do

all things. Whatever your need, He is able to Provide-.
During an earthquake a few years sgo, the inhabitants of a

small village were much alarmed, but they were at the same

time r.rrprird at the calmness and 
"pparent ioy of an old lady

whom th.y all knew. At length one of them asked the old

woman, "Mother, are you not afraid?"
"No," she said, "I rejoice to know that I have a God who can

shake the world." You and I should rejoice too in this assuring

truth.
For centuries a sizable lump of rock lay in a brook in North

Carolirra. Passers-by saw iust a l*p o[ rock and passed oI1.

Then one d.y a rnan saw in it a heavy stone useful to hold 1i1
his cabin door. He took it home and put it to that tlse. Still
later a geologist passed by and saw it to be a lumpgl gota, the

biggesr nugget ever found east of the Rockies. Thus many

loo[ed .rpd Jesus o[ Nazareth, saw in Him only ? Gali-

lean p""rirrt, and passed on. Others saw in Him a teacher and

a prophet and listened. Still others saw in Him the Christ, the

Son of Qgd, the Saviour of sinners, and yielded themselves

to Him. If you have never seen Him as the eternal Christ, the

One who saves to the uttermost, I trust that at this moment

you will turn to Him and acknowledge Him as your Saviour

and Lord. He is ready to save you, but you must be willing to
come. If you are willing, salvation is yours by receivit g Christ.



JOB 8: l-22

Now AryorHER wABRroR, by the n,rme of Bildad, appears on
the scene. He seems to be quite abrupt in his urann"r o[ qpeech,
not at all like Eliphaz who, at least at first, was gracious and
kind. The sum total of Bildad's argument, as he, to-o, condemns
Job, is that unless C,od delivers Job soon, it will be quite ob-
vious that he and his family have been guilty of gross sin.

Iret us examine a few of Bildad's statements found in chapter
8. He begins with a shaqp blast of words, accusing Job of Uo
itg Tere talk, suggestirg that Job did nor practice what he
preached. "!o* long wilt thou speak these things? and how
I9"g shall the words of thy mouth be like a rtrong wind?"
A strong wind envelops an area and rarely does g*d. Often it
{estroys ProPerty and leaves only debris Iying i" its parh of
destmction. It comes and it is gone, but it seems to be bf Uttt.
value. That is what Bildad says about Job.

It does not seem that this was true of Job, but it is tme of
so*9 PeoPIe we know. So often when th.y spealc, their words
are like a strong wind, producing desruction as far as the lives

59



60 Living Patiently

and characters of others are concerned. Dr. A. B. Simpson
was heard to say on one occasion, "I would rather play with
forked lighurirrg or take in my hands living wires than speak a

reckless word against any servant of Christ, or idly repeat the
slanderous darts which thousan& of Christians are hurling on

others, to the hurt of their own souls and bodies."
Unkind speech is most serious in its consqluences. It has

separated old friends and brought crtrel misunderstandings. It
has blasted the reputations of godly men. It has broken the
hearts of many of God's de'arest saints. It has blocked the

power of the Holy Spirit in churches. Well has the tongue
been defined as the avenue for Satan's inroads, the index of
carnality, the porson that harms one's self and hurts one's best

friends. The Christian's manner of speech is an expression of
either his spirituality or his lack of spirituality. How we need to

Wy heed to the exhortation in James 4: ll, "Sp"ak not evil one

of another, brethren."
Little do any of us realize the infuence our wuds have on

others. Guides sometimes warn tourists in the Swiss mountains
not to speak as they pass certain points. Even the reverbqation
of a whiqper in the air may stir an avalanche from its place in
the crag. We never know when a passing word of ours will
decide a soul's destirry. There are times in the history of a soul
when life is so delicately balanced that sometimes it &pends
upon the first word with which a person is greted whether he

sinks into the darkness o[ despair or lifts up his head in hope.

We can say somethirg which will help a soul to Heaven or
somethirrg which will bring him nearef, to hell. We can give a
bias to his whole character and influerrc€ every part of his life.
Thus let us heed the words of Bildad to this extent, that we
recognize the seriousness of wrong words, for indeed, thty can

be like a strong wind, producing devastation and anguish of
-heart.

Next Bildad assures Job that God will not overlmk sin. 'Doth
God pervert judgment? or doth the Almighry pervst justice?"
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C,od will not sidestep evil. This is true; but in his harsh and
inconsiderate manner, I wonder if Bildad considered the sin of
judging one's neighbor? He appeared to be extremely self-
righteous, and when Job needed comfort and help, Bildad
seems to beat him down.

This is an evil that has affected many o[ the followers o[
Christ. Rather than help lift a brother when he has fallen, by
unkind words or actions we beat him down. How contrary
this is to the Scriptures. God tells us in Galatians 6: l,
"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spirit-
ual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering
thyself, Iest thou also be tempted." We are not to be critical or
unkind; we are to be loving and thoughtful of the needy
brother.

It is very easy to fall into a satanic spirit of continual criri-
cism, constantly picking out faws in others, failing to see their
real value and potential fm usefulness. If we,have not been able
to discover the good in our brother and fellow servant; if our eye
has detected only the crooked things; if we have not zucceeded
in finding the vital spark amid the ashes, the precious gem
among the surrounding rubbish; if we have seen only what was
of mere nature; then ii would be far better if wirh a Ioving and
delicate hand we drew the curtain of silence around our brother
or spoke of him only at the throne of grace.

In Matthew 5 we find grace teaching righteousness; in chap
ter 6, piety; and in chaptq 7, sobriety. How we need these thre
virtues at work in our lives-grace, pie{, and sobriety. Such
will rule out every trace of criticism, with the exception of
criticizirrg ourselves. The tendency with most of us is to judge
others and not ourrelves. It is the easiest possible thing to sit
in the judgment seat, to occupy the critic's chair, but it is the
most rnirerable part of any Christian life. Do not permit your-
self to get there, child of C,od. Daily rcalize that this is a con-
stant danger with all of us. We ned to be looking fm Christ in
one another. An agd Christian said he found it easy for him
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to esteem others better than himself. It wuls no doubt because
he habinrally judged himself. Oh, hear the Word of C'od as

given in Romans 14:13, "I*t us not therefore judge one zrn-

other any more." Do not permit yourself to be engulfed in this
evil that had eaten into the heart of Bildad.

Bildad continues by suggestirg that if Job were really pure,
God would help him. "If thou wert pure and upright; surely
now He would awake for thee, and make the habitation of thy
righteousness prosperous." This statement contains only a par-
tial truth. The fact that one has been prospered in life does not
mean that he has been pure. There are many people who are
prospering financially, physic"lly, and other ways, but th.y are
extremely wicked. On the other hand, there are humble saints
of C,od who respect and revere the Lord, who faithfully follow
Him day by day, and yet their lives seem to be an unbroken
chain of trouble. Bildad is usinga very popular argument, that
which the world might advance: that prosperiry and success

are slmonymous. This may or may not be rrue; very often it is
not. This is a rather superficial argument which proves to be

groundless.
Like the ungodly, the righteous must also suffer. Belief in

Christ is no promise that the believer shall escape suffering or
trouble. But one marked difference between the ungodly and
the godly is evident: when the ungodly suffers, he has nothing
beyond to help, to encourage, or to assist him. But when the
godly uran suffers, h" has all the power and provision of
Heaven.

My wife and I have for many years been vitally interested in
the work of the Missionary Aviation Fellowship. Recently one
of their fly"* had a most unusual experience. His plane suf-
fered damage as he landed at a seldom-used strip on one of the
mission fields. Someone was iU and the plane had been re
quested. Unable to fly out, the pilot began the long and weary
trek back to his base. Along the way he passed through a small
tovrn that had only months before been touched with the
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gosPel. The missionary was a bit discouraged and downcst,
but in this small town the new believers gathered around and
encouraged his heart in the Lord. Think of it, new converts
speaking to the missionary of God's precious promises, remind-
ing him that all things work together for good! Then they
followed their words of comfort with a gift of nro hundred pesos
toward repairs.

How marvelous is the provision of our Crod! He cares for His
own. Never does He fail. Trouble may come, but somehow
there is always a way with the Lord. Lamentations 3;32 is
true: "But though He cause grref, yet will He have compas-
sion according to the multitude of His mercies."

Next Bildad points Job to a backward look. "For inquire, I
Pray theg of the former age, and prepare thyself to the- search
of their fathers: (For we are but of yesterday, and know noth-
ing, because our days upon earth are a shadow:) Shall not th.y
teach thee, and tell- thee, and utter words out of their heart?" 

'

"Look back to our fathers," Bildad suggests, "and examine
their lives. Those who were successful were blessed of God.
Those who were not successful were not blessed of God." This
argument was extremely weak and superficial, for it would not
always hold good. At times it might, but at other times it might
Prove to be worthless. It is well for all of us to look back oc-
casionally to see wherein we have failed, to learn by our experi-
ences. But after we look back, then we should do as Paul did,
take the upward look. "Forgetting those things which are be-
hind, and reaching forth unto thoee things which are before, I
Press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3: l3-l 4). The upward look is far
more important than the backward look. Some o[ us have been
looking backward for a long time. Lift up your eyes unto the
hills, from whence cometh your help. Forget the past! t.ook
to a greater d.y which can be found in Christ!

I have met some people who seem to impress me with the
fact that, as far as th"y were concerned, til sun would never
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shine again: they were called upon to face some tragrc experi-
ence in their life. Ever since, th"y have kept their eyes fixed on

that experience, unwilling to let God grr" them the grace to

overcome. Oh foolish Chrfudan, if this should be your lot, for-

get those things which are behind. But, /ou ssl, I have tried to
forget. Have you really? Have you asked God to enable you to
forget? Remember, our C,od can do the impossible, but we
must be willing to let Him do it.

As far as I am concerned, one of the most intriguitg char-

acters of the New Testament is the Apostle Peter. Peter had a
great arset which is becoming more rare every d.y. He had a
"nevertheless" ,p the sleeve of his faith. Peter was the kind of
man who believed every word of C,od. Look, for example, at

Luke 5:5, "And Simon answering said unto Him, Master, we

have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless

at Thy word I will let down the net." Doubtless you recall the

details surrounding these words. Our l.ord had said to Peter
and his companions, "I-aunch out into the deep, and let down

your nets for a draught" (Luke 5:4). Such action seenred to

be hopeless, for the men had been fishing all night with no

success. When Jesus gave the command to launch out into the

deep, Peter might have put his hand on his brow and said, "I
do not understand this. It is contrary to my reason. I am a
beaten man in a beaten boat." But then, placing his other hand

on his heart, he shouted out, "Nevertheless." Simple tmsting
faith oveuides any bitter experience. "At Thy word" is God's

way and the secret of success in any Christian endeavor. Crod's

Word and Peter's, "I willr" linked human effort to sovereigt
power and brought success.

Don't limit God by your lack of faith. Use what faith God
has given you to reach out to the God of all *a@, who will
moat assuredly enable you to forget the past and look forward
into the glorious future. But is it not true that we are more will-
ing, after examirirg our circumstances, to look to ourselves

and worry than we arre really to tnrst C,od? While going throrgh
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the tunnel under the Hudson River in New York, a frighrened
woman was comforted by her English friend who said i".tt,rr-
ingly, "Have cheer, my friend, we're not in a sack; there's a hole
at the other end!" For the child of God, there is always a way
out. Crcd says in I C,orinthians 10:13 that He will "make a
way !o .Ype." He always does. Not necessarily when we think
He should; but in His own choice of time iod will "make a
way to escape."

Give C,od time, and even when the knife flashes in the air
the ram will be seen caught in the thicket. Give God time, and
even when Pharaoh's host is on Israel's heels a path through the
waters will sudderly b" op"ned. Give God time, and when the
bed of the brook is d"y Elijah will hear the guiding voice.
Whatever the circumstances, however dark or clordy it may
seem, at the Proper time God will be there to prorride His way
of escaP": It is for this reason that we can tmst Him unerringly,
confidently,_rryith the assurance given by the Holy Spirit tt rt
the Lord will not forget our ,reed.- '

Bildad said to Job, "Prepare thyself to the search of their
fathers" (8 r B). Can a rnan by searching find God? Can a man
by searchirg find help? How much better it would have been
had Bildad told Job to "rrust" instead of "search." Proverbs 3:5-6
says: 'Trust in the I-onp with all thine heart; and lean not
unto thine own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge
Him, and He shall direct thy parhs." The way of blessingt
discovered by trusting and believing God.

In Song of Solomon 8:5 we read, 'oVllho is this that cometh
up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved?" How pre-
cious are these wor&, 'l_eanirg upon her beloved." The thought
of the wilderness flees before us and passes into oblivion. Ort
Beloved's_ presence all the way through our wilderness jounrey
makes it bearable. He is otrr constant strength and faithful stay.
Lean hard! Our Beloved is omnipotent. Wi could not call Him
our Beloved were we not beloved of Him. It is because He 6nt
loved us that we are now in Him.
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If the way seems especially hard and our eyes have been fixed
upon the ruggedness of the pst, let us look up and see upon
whose arrn we are leaning-then lean all the harder. Hear His
Word as He speaks in Psalm l2l:3: "He will not suffer thy
foot to be moved: He that keepeth thee will not slumber."
Have lve become absorbed in our own thoughts as we watched
the path? Have we forgotten there is One to lean on? If we are
lonely it is because we have not looked to Him for a long
while and have even forgotten to lean. The burden that seems

to have gotten so heavy is but calculated to teacJr us to lean on
our Beloved. He will bear the load. Look to Him and trust
Him.

We are commanded in His Word to "walk in the light, as He
is in the light." We are not to stumble along in the darkness.

The light is not only on the outside but on the inside, for He
who indwells us is the Light. Does the distant howl of the wolf
or the roaring of the lion frighten you? Their power is only in
the darkness. Look up. Our Beloved is the Light. No fear need
depress you if you are in Him. Delight yourself in Him and lean
hard on Him.

Bildad reaches the peak of his argument as he accuses ]ob of
being a h1,p*rite. It is always dangerous to accuse others of
this sin, because all of us have so much hlryoctity in our own
hearts that we have no right to accuse the other fellow.
Nevertheless, that is what Bildad did. Notice this one verse

where he says, "The hyp*rite's hop" shall perish" (8t13).
Of cours, this is true. The hypocrite's hop" will perish.

There are many hypocrites in our d"y. We find ttrem where-
ever we go: in business, among our neighbos, in our churches,
in the pulpits. This is a great evil. The hypocrite is an actor;

he is merely pretendirrg. He is not sincere; he is only pretend-
ing to be something or someone. Many pretend to be righteous
and holy, while underneath th"y are abominably wicked.
Bildad said that about lob. We should do better to accuse our
own selves of hypocrisy rather than the other person. It is so
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easy to see hypocrisy in frose arotrnd us, while we completely
overlook our own.

A certain soaPmaker, having run out of zuperlatives to de6ne
the perfection of his produ.tl hit upon a sraremenr that said
in a novel and compelling way tM hst word that could be
said concerni$ it: 

_"As we couldn't improve our product, we
improved the box." We cannot improve the conteniof the faith
once and for all delivered unto the saints, but we can improve
the container, ourselves, as we yield to the control and po*.,
of the Living Christ. After ali, it is "rhe box" that people
see; the box must be made affractive. The hypocrite can never
be affractive to others for Christ. All t aces of self and hy-

P*l_ty must be removed as complete control is given to the in-
dwelling Chrisr.

In concludtg- his argument, Bildad gives a slight hope, a
faint glimmer of encouragement. 'Behold, God #ff not'casr

?way_ 
a perfect man, neither will He help the evil doers: Till

He fill thy mouth with lghinS, and rhy lips with rejoicing"
(8t 2G2l;. He is telli"g lob"if tlere were any righteousness at
all in his life, God would not cast him away. Th-ere was still a
chance. Of course, having the entire Word of God, we know
better than this. There are no perfect individuals. Romans 3 :23

1ays,_ 
"AIl have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.,'

But how consolirg ro lcnow, as we read in I J;t- l:2, ,The
blood of Jesus Christ His Son deanseth us from all sin." How
comforting_is the fact that even though there may be sin in
one's life, C,od will forgive if that p.*r confesses-his sin and
claims Christ as Saviour and Lord. The moment he does he is
saved. Dailyr_ however, we must confess our present sin. The
moment we do, God says we are forgrvert arrd we are ready to
meet Him should He call.

We mtrst not be too hard on Job. He did not have the Word
of C'od to which he could turn to find the Iord and the Lord's
PIan. Later in his book he cries out, "Oh, that I knew where I
might find Him." You and I do not have to say that today. We
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can find the [ord immediately, if we desire. Jesus says in John
6:37, "Him that corneth to Me I will in no wise cast out." Let
me ask, do you really know the Lord in your heart? Maybe you
are going through some great sorrow or facing some perPle*it g

decision. You need more than human ability, more than the

advice of your friends. You need the unfailirrg C,od. Invite Him
into your life by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. If you will
believe, you may be sure He will come into your heart.
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Brr.peD MADB A HEARTLEss AT'TAcK on God's servant, declaring
Job to be a hypocrite. According to Bildad, that was the reason

Job was suffering so much affiiction and sorrow. In chapter 9
Job replies to Bildad's accusations. He starts out by asking a
question. "I know it is so of a truth: but how should man be
just with God?" Job knew all about the hypocrisy of his own
heart. It was not necess ary that he be told about that. He says,
"It is not uthat that I want to know, but how. I know what I
or, I know what my difficulry is. But how can I get our of my
suffering?" That is understandable, isn't it?

Most of us are pretty adept at pickirg out faws. We 6nd it
easy to tell the other person about his enors. There are plenty
of faultfinders. But there is a tremendous need for those who
will help others in difficulty. God says in Isaiah 40: l, "Comfort
ye, comfort ye My people." That is what Christians are sup
posed to be<omfortss, not disrurbers or trouble makers.

Job feels that his case is futile because God is so great and

Job is so small; what would such a mighty, powerful Monarch
69
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have to do with such a frail, insignificant being as Job? Notice
these statements of Job regarding God's greatness: "He is wise

in heart, and mighry in strength. . . . Behold, He taketh away,

who can hinder Him? who will say unto Him, What doest

Thou? . . . How much less shall I ans\uer Him, and choose

out my words to reason with Him?" In a very definite sense, Job
is correct. God is certainly . great God. He is the Creator of the
heavens and earth and all that dwells on the earth, but at the

same time He is a loving God. We read in t John 4:16,
"God is love." He is also a forgiving C,od: "For Thou, LoRD,

art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in mercy unto
all them that call upon Thee" (Psalm 86:5). He is merciful
and gracious, willing to forgive and to forget.

Oh, how wonderful is the grace of God. When we seek to

describe the word "gtacer" it is difficult to find any words to
explain it. It means "everything for nothing to those who do not
deserve anythirrg." It is Crod's love, mercy, and favor bestowed

upon helpless, hopeless sinners who receive the Saviour. In
Ephesians 2:4"5 we read, "But C,od, who is rich in mern, for
His great love wherewith He loved us, Even when we were

dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ." No hu-
man merit could earn this blessing. No worlcs of the flesh could

purchase this treasure; it is the gift of God's marvelous grace. 
_

How blessed to be able to say, "Once I was blind, but God

touched me; Once I was lost, but God found me; Once I was

under wrath, but God loved me; Once I was under guilt, but
God forgave me; Once I was dead, but God provided new life
for me; Once I walked according to the course o[ this world,

but C,od reversed me; Once I was by nature a child of wrath,

but C,od has begotten me; All of this He did because of His
grace."

Another striking thing about the grace of Crod is that it is
inexhaustible. Mot of us have had the experience of reading

an interesting article only to be brought to dioPPointment by

the words, 'To be continued." Yet, applied to other matters,
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these words bring cheer and satisfaction, for indeed it is a com-
fort to realize that the Lord's mercy and grace are to be con-
tinued. As much as we have eqperienced in our earthly pil-
grimage, we still have not begun to exhaust their abturdance.
We have a right to our feelings of insignificance before God
and His grace, but at no time is it permissible to feel that His
grace, mercy, and love are insufficient for our needs.

Job's trouble was the same as the trouble of many present-
dry believers. He looked at his sin rather than at the grace and
mercy of God. If we look to ourselves, we can name a dozen or
more reasons *hy God should not help us; but if we 'look to
Him and rcalize that He is the fu of all grace, who is con-
cerned about His people, who Iongs to help, then we shall find
deliverance. This is the ans\ /er to Job's question of "How?" We
rnust look to the Lord by faith and fully m.rsr Him.

Now consider another problem Job had which some of us
also have. Job was sure that God was reachable but doubt
hindered recourse with God. "If I had called, md He had 8D-
swered me; yet would I not believe that He had hearkened unto
my voice" (9: t6). Even though God would hear, Iob would
not believe it. He would still doubt the fact because God is so
great and Job felt that he was so insignificant. This is where
faith comes into the picture. God says in Hebrews I I :6, '\^/ith-
out faith it is impossible to please Him." If we sit back and
try to reason out God, as Job was trying to do, and alongside of
this try to reason out God's dealings, we shall never get any
place. We must have faith. How do we get faith? Srudy the
Word of C,od. In Romans l0: 17 we are informed that "Faith
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." If we
neglect the Word we shall be weak in faith; only as the be-
liever feeds on the Word can he become strong in faith. As we
meditate on the Scriptures, the great facts of the Word will grrp
our hearts and all doubt will be routed out.

Job continues by emphasizing another important truth: self-
justification can never avail. "If I justify myself, mine own
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mouth shall conderrn nre: if I sy, I am .1rcrfect, it shall also

prove me perverse. Though I were perfect, yet would I not
knou, my soul: I would despise my life" (9r2L2l). Here is a
worth-while fact all of us would do well to consider. There is
so much self-justification among 

"U 
of us. Very few people like

to think of themselves as being sinners; we much prefer to
think of ourselves as b"irrg good, upright, and benevolent.

Job knew all too well the uselessness of self-justification be-

cause he knew that God could see him as he was.

That is what you and I need to realize: God sees us as we
are. Some of our friends look at us and so/, "Well, now, he is a
nice sort of fellow; or, she is a fine young lady." But in I Samuel
16:7 we read, "The [,onp seeth not as man seeth; for man
looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lonp looketh on
the heart." I[ a person is dressed up and cleaned up, he looks

acceptable to his neighbors, but God sees the blackness of his
heart, the deceit, the wicked thoughtr, the dishonesty. He
sees everything. That is why we need to go to the cross for sal-

vation. We cannot excuse ourselves; before God we are colr-

demned sinners in need of a Saviour. Job did not know every-

thing but he certainly knew this.

Job realized the breviry of life: "Now my days are swifter
than a post: they fee awdf t th"y see no good. They are passed

away as the swift ships: as the eagle that hasteth to the prey"
(9,25-?fi). This made his calamity all the worse. He realized
that he was coming to judgment because of his sin; he did not
feel that he was ready. Further, he recognized that any works
of righteousness which he might do would not avail for God:
"If I wash myself with snow water, and make my hands never
so clean; Yet shalt Thou plunge me in the ditch, and mine own
clothes shall abhor me." Snow water is free from impurities.
Would this make Iob clean? No, he is certain about that. He
was right. Nothing you or I do could ever remove our sins. God
saF in Titus 3:5, "Not by works of righteousness which we
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have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the
wrashing of regeneration, and renewirrg of the Holy Ghost."

Job laments the fact that there is no daysman ,to help:
"Neither is there any daysman betrnrixt us, that might l.y his
hand upon us both" (9,33). This is an important verse. Job is
searching for one who is righteous enough to go into the pres-
ence of C,od and yet human enough to approach needy sinners.
A day$nan is a go-between. Praise Go,C, the Daysman has come
in the person o[ Jesus Christ, the God-Man who is perfect in
His humanity and, at the same time, Deity. He is very God, who
came to earth and assumed a body of flesh. He was without sin
but He died for sin-your sin and mine. He is our Go-Be-
tween; He is our way to God, our only way. We read in I
Timothy 2:54, "For there is one God, and one mediator
betrueen C,od and men, the rnan Christ Jesus; Who gave Him-
self a ransom for all, to be testified in due time."

In drapter l0 Job still does not come to the place of real re-
pentance and tmst in the Lord. In fact, he seems to be more
sorry for tle calamiry th"n he is for his own sin. In the opening
verse of the chapter he evidences the fact that he would Iike
to end it aII: "My soul is wealy of my life; I will Ieave my
complaint upon myself; I will speak in the bitterness of my
soul." There are many people like lob, without hope, without
comfort, and without assuranc€. Without these things, perhaps
Job is right: what is the use of living, anyn'ay? Life is indeed
empf without God's constant care and provision. It need not
be to, because the l.ord wants to help all of us; but we must let
Him do it.

The body of a torty-yearold woman was found on the hot
sands of the Mojave Desert, fifteen miles northwest of
Twenrynine Palms, California. She had gone to the desert
from Los Angeles, seeking material for a fearure story. Search
for her began when the owner of a desert cabin found a note
writtet by her, readin g, "l am erhausted and must have water.
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I do not believe I can last much longer." She had left three dol-

lars to pay for a window she had broken to gain entrance to the

cabin. But she found no water there. Apparently she collapsed

en route back to her car, which was stuck in the sand two miles

away. She died of thirst and exposure iust two miles from

Suqprise Springs, where there was plenty of water.
Prolong;d thirst for either literal water or the 'IA/ater o[ Life"

is an agonizirg experience. Sometimes it is difficult, and even

impossible because of circumstances, to secure literal water,

but no one need ever thirst for want of the "Water of Life."
The Lord Jesus is the Giver of that water, and He is accessible

to all, in all places, and at all times. He said to the Samaritan

woman at Syiar's Well: "If thou knewest the grft of God, and

who it is that saith to thee, Give Me to drink; thou wouldest

have asked of Him, and He would have given thee living water"
(John 4:10). After one partakes of the Living Water, Christ

Jesus, he will find life worth living and will rejoice in tribula-
tion, knowing that the Lord's way is the very best way,

Next Job makes a very foolish statement. He says to God,

"Shew me wherefore Thou contendest with me." Here he is
again asking "*hy."' He did this earlierr /ou recall. This is not

the important thing: he would have been far better off to stay

with his former question, "Hout do I get out of my sufferit S?"

It never does any good to ask God, 'Why?" If we knew why we

must suffer certain trials in life, it would not help a bit; in fact,

it would make matters worse. It is just as well that God does not

tell us why.

Job seems to be getting into more trouble all the time. He
even goes so far as to conderln Crod, "Thou knowest that I am

not wicked" (10 J). The word "wicked" here means "g1rilty."

'oThou knowest that I am not gpilty; and there is none that

can deliver out o[ Thine hand. Thine hands have made me

and fashioned me together round about; yet Thou dost destroy

me." Surely lob knew that God's standard is perfection. In the

light of this we are all ggilty. In Ecclesiastes 7:20 we read,
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"There is not a jrrst man upon earth, that doeth good, and sin-
neth not." Of cours, what Job meant was that he had not done
e_nough to deserve all the suffering he had to qrdure. C,od
does not measure sufierings in thd [ght; in fact, we do not
know what God's standard is for suffering. In Proverb,s z5:2 we
read, "It is the glory of God to conceal a thirrg." No one knows
why certain th_ings musr come our way. Thaiis why we ought
to lean on the Lord all the more; He knows why. Nothirrg *or"
is necessary.

Job knew better, because he said, "And these things hast
Thou hid in Thine heart: I know that this is with ThJe." He
resPected the sovereigt ty of God. He realiznd that the Lord in
His eternal counsel knows all things and does all things well.

Like Job, all of us forget this fact so easily. Ro*"nr 8:28 sys,
"And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called accordir€ ro His pur-
pose." We are not told that all things are good, burGod ,srrres
us that "all things work together for good." Each dd, each
,.jl"g: each sorrow that comes into the believer's life is a part
of Crod's great plan. I realize that we bring many of our sorrows
uPon ourselvc, but yet God uses even these things to work for
good for those who Iove Him. We may not always understand
this completely, but God does, and that is all that matters. He
knows what He is doing. He will not forsake us. He has us at
heart, at this moment, even though we might think we have
been forsaken. If your tmst is in Him, you hive nothing to fear.
His grace is sufficient. He will care for you. He will lead you
ou!_ of your present calamity as He has done in times past. He
wil not fail.

We have no promise from the Word that we shall escape
calamity altogether, but we do have many promises ,telling is
that the Lord will not fail us in our calamity. Thus it is thai we

Pust stay close to Him and rest on His unchangeable promises.
He will give the grace and the power to enable us to overcome.

After breakfast, a litde boy eagerly skipped out of the house
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to play, only to discover that his clothing was not wann enough
to protect him against the sudden drop in temperature.

"Daddl," he asked later, "*hy does God make it turn cold?"

His mother and father alternated in ans\ /ering. Th.y rried to
eqplain the value in having different seasons, fall, winter,
spring, and suruner. As they concluded he said, '1 guess

I'll just have to dress for the weather."
There are "seasons of the soul" in changing spirirual climates

in which we live. As God's childr€D, we are not immune to

such drops of temperature as loneliness, misunderstanding, in-
jrry, sickness, and sorrow. Cherished friendshipt may be

brolcen, winds from the North bring clouds, dampn€ss, and
chills. Knowing this, we can dress for the weather. We can put
on the whole annor of God, that we may be able to stand in
the evil d.y or the good duy. Clad with truth and right and the
gospel of peac€, we can carry the shield of faith and the sword
of the Spirit. But keep in mind, in ourselves we are weak. We
must depend wholly on the Lord.

If Job had stopped with verse 13 of this chapter, it would
have been much better, for he goes on to say, "If I be wicked,
woe unto me; and if I be righteous, yet will I not lift up my
head. I am full of confusion; therefore see Thou mine affiic-
tion" (10:15). It was not necessary that he tell us of his con-

fusion; that is certainly obvious from our reading of the open-

irg chapters. But just a minute: what about you? Are you any
better off? It may be necessary for you to confess, with lob, "I
am full of confusion." Perhaps you have been having trouble
in your home or in your place of employment; you have been

trytng to understand some people. You are as confused as any-

one could be. Your mind is going round and round, just like

]ob's. You are on a mental merry-go-round and you don't Lnow

how to get off. C,onsider this wonderful verse of Scriptue found
in Malachi 3:6, "For I am the Lono, I change not." Situations
in the home may change; cirormstances in business may
change; people may change; but God declares, 'I change not."
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If your heart and life are yielded to the control of ]esus
Christ, /ou have nothing to fear. God will take care of you.
He always does. Remember, the devil is under His control.
The devil can go only as far as God permits him to go. Oh, he

puts on a good front; he tries to deceive us. But God changes

not. Tell the Lord you believe Him. Say, as God's servant did,
"I will trust and not be afraid." You may be sure the Lord will
lead you step by step.

As a young minister in Scotland, Dr. John G. Patton volun-
teered for the foreign mission freld and asked to be sent to some

place where no missionaqy had ever gone. He was assigned to a
cannibal island in the New Hebrides. Before sailing he mar-
ried a charrning young woman. In his autobiography he tells of
their arrival on the island and how they built a humble cottage
and began work. All went well for a yer or two, and then
a little child was born into the home. The young parents were
extremely happy. But within a few weels death came into the
home and took the mother and child within a few hours of
each other. He tells how he d.g the grave in the garden with
his own hands and buried his beloved dead. Then he adds, 'If
it had not been for Jesus and the fellowship He gave to me, I
would have gone mad and died beside that Ionely gtrave." Dr.
Patton tmsted the I-ord implicitly even though he was forced
to tread through the darkest valley of his life. But C,od k.pt him
in the hour of trial, oS He will k.rp all who faithfully tmst Him
and lean upon Him.

Iob seems to be going down and down. "Are not my days

few? cease then, and Iet me alone, that I may take comfort a

litde" (10:20). "Let me alonel" Isn't that something to tell God?

Srppose C,od took Job at his word and departed from him; what
would have h.pp"ned to Job? I have seen people come to the
place where they acttrally reacted to God in this manner. "I-et
me alone, I don't want You to bother me." I-,ook where this
Ieads. 'Before I go whence I shall not return, even to the land
of darLness and the shadow of death; A land of darkness, as
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darkness itself; and of the shadow of death, dthout any order,

and where the light is as darkness" (10:2I-22). Job was de-

pressed and discouraged, he had lost all hope. Even eterniry
held no light for him. All was as darkness. One can get very dis-

hearterr"d 
"rrd 

disconsolate when the Lord is forgotten. But why

forget the Lord? Jesus said in ]ohn 8 :12, "I am the light of $e
woild; he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life." Are you following the Lord today?
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IN rrus CHAPTER a new character appears on the scene to offer
his advice to Job. Like the other two critics , Zophar is con-
vinced that Job is suffering as the result of his sin. Also like
Bildad, he accuses Job of bein g ahyp*rire.

Zophar begins his speech by asking, "should not the mul-
titude of words be answered? and should a man full of talk be
justified?" He rebukes Job for speaking in empry words that
have not been backed up by a holy life. Further he asks,
"Should thy lies make men hold their peace? and when thou
mockest, shall no man make thee ashamed?" The word "lies"
here is really "vain boastir,g." This was another way of sayi.rg
that Iob was insincere, he was not real - just so much ialk-.
Zophar felt that this wirs a mockery of God for which lob
would be punished.

The thing that seemed to disturb Znphar mosr was Job's self-
justification. "For thou hast said, My doctrine is pure, and I
am clean in thine eyes." This appears to be ridicrrlous to
Zoph^r. How could a man suffering such judgment at the hand

79
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of C,od be pure and clean) Then bphar cries out, "Oh that
God would speak, and open His Iips against rhee." He is quite
sure that if God would but speak He would tell the rruth. Then
]ob's three comforters would be justified and Job would be
condemned. Th.y found it otherwise, however, when God
did speak. Look at what is said in the last chapter of the book,
verse 7, "And it was So, that after the Lono had spoken these
words unto Job, the Lono said to Eliphaz the Temanite, My
wrath is kindled against thee, and against thy two frien&:
for ye have not spoken of Me the thing that is right, as My
seryant Job hath." God's j"dg*ent was the reverse of that
which Zophar and his friends thought it should have been.
They were judging Job, but God judges them.

It is a dangerous thing to point your finger at someone else.

Recall the words of our Lord in Matthew 7:l-5: "Judge not,
that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye
shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again. And why beholdest thou the mote that
is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in
thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull
out the mote out of thine eye; and, behold, a ham is in thine
own eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of thine
own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote
out of thy brother's eye." Lfsually when we criticize our brother
for his sin, we have within us other sins that are far worse in
the sight of God, so that actually no human is in a position to
judge others. Human judgment is extremely faulty.

When D. L. Moody joined a church for the first time, the
decision of the examining board was, "He is a very unpromis-
irg member." Little did th"y rcalize that Moody would be an
instrument God would use to shake the world for Christ.

So often our judgment is like this. We are critical and un-
kind because we do not know all the facts. In Romans 222 we
read, "But we are sure that the judgment of God is accordirrg
'to tnrth." God does not see as man sees. He sees everythirr& He
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knows all the facts, He is in a position to judge. He is our right-
il l"d_g.. But usually when we judge someone, we are sinning.
Thus God says in Romans 2:1, "Therefore thou art inexcus-
able, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou thar judgest
doest the same things."

So often the critic is inconsistent. He judges someone else
for his sin while he completely ignores his o*rr. It has been
said that there would be less faultfinding if all faultfinders had
come from the ranks of the fauldess. The difficulty is that we
ate not from the ranks of the fauldess; we are from the ranks of
the sinful. This thought alone should exclude criticism and
judgment.

We need to realizr- that we are not judged by man's opinion
but by H's Word. In everythirrg we must be sure that *. are
fulfilling the laws and the demands of Crod as th"y are pre-
scribed in His Word. We are not responsible to men; we are
resPonsible to God. The tme believer in Christ can listen to
criticism, accept that which is tme and reject that which is un-
true. But remimber, in all cases, C,od is ihe Judge. He setteth
uP one and putteth down another according to His wisdom and
judgment. We cannot fool the Lord. He says in Luke 14: l l,
"For whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that
humbleth himself shall be exalted." If a man tries to exalt him-
self by empty and vain speech, God will bring him down.
But if, on the other hand, a man humbles himself before the
Lord, God will exalt him and make him fruitful.

Zophar continues by informirg Job that, if God were to
speak, "He would shew thee the secrets of wisdom, that th"y
are double to that which is!" ( I I :6) This is as though to say
that, if God were to speak, He would tell Job that the Lord's
ways are greater than man's ways and that Job was a sinner
and not righteous as he declared.

Zophar goes on ,to speak of the grace of God as he
says, "Know therefore that Crod exacteth of thee less than thine
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iniquiry deserveth." Even though Job was a great sinner,
Zophar assures him that God does not judge accordirrg to
one's sin. Of course this statement is true. No sinner has ever
been judged by God to the extent of his sin. God always judges

with grace.

Zophar then asks two important questions, "Canst thou by
searchirrg find out God? canst thou find out the Almighty unto
perfection?" The answer to both of these questions is "No." We
do not find God by searching; we find God by believing, by
believing on His Son, Jesus Christ. Also, wB cannot "find out
the Almighty unto perfection." That is, we cannot fully under-
stand all His ways. It is not necessary that we do. The thing all
of us need to realize is that God loves us and that He gave His
Son to fie for us. The Bible sls, 'TVhosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlastirg life" (John 3: 16). What
a marvelous promise, that simply by believing on the Lord

Jesus Christ one can escape the eternal j.rdgrent of God. Oh,
the mercy of the Lord, the grace that He has provided!

Zophar elaborates on the subject of God's wisdom by saying,
"It is as high as heaven; what canst thou do? deeper than hell;
what canst thou know?" (l l:B) Who can fully understand the
glory of the heavens? Man has gone to the telescope and ob-

tained some knowledge of the perfections of the heavenlies,
but he lcnows only an infinitesimal part of what God knows
about the heavens He created. At the same time, what do we
know about hell, other than what God has revealed in His
Word? C,od's wisdom is so vast and gFeat. Zophar says, "The
measure thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the
sea," suggestirg the greatness of Crod's wisdom. But not only
is God great in wisdom, He is sovereigr. "If He cut off, and
shut up, or gather together, then who can hinder Him?"
( I I : l0) What C'od decrees to do, He will do.

T.ophar applies the truth he is leading up to by salnng, "For
He knoweth vain men: He seeth wickedness also; will He not
then consider it?" He accuses lob of being vain and wicked.
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It is true that C,od "knoweth vain men" and that He "seeth
wickedness." He sees your heart and mine. We cannot cover
uP. We read in I Samuel 16:7, "The lono seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the
Lono looketh on the heart." It may be that your friends have a
gTd_opinion_of yo_u, and you may have a good opinion of your-
self. But on the other hand, there may be iin in your life which
God abominates. In Genesis 16: 13 Crod's seryant says, "Thou
God seest me." Certainly He does! We cannot hide anything
from God. If you are a Christian, there may be sin in your life
hindelrg your progress in the Christian experience. You won-
der why your witness is ineffective. You wonder why God is

lot using_you in a greater measure. It could be that you have
been overlooking some unconfessed sin that has not been dealt
with in the light of the mercy of C,od.

The National Geographic magazine tells us about sea lam-
prTs_. 9:i"g_man's canals to get by Niagara Falls, they have
invaded the Great Lakes and adapted themselves to fresh water.

_Oi"girg with suctionrup mouths to the sides of rrour, they
hang on like leeches, pierce scales and skin wirh razorlikl
teeth, and eventually kill the trout. Th.y are deadly parasires.

The Apostle Peter warns C,od's people in I Peter 2:ll,
"Dearly _beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims,
abstain from fleshly lusts, which war against the stul-." In
Hebrews l2:l the writer exhorts us to "L^y aside every weight,
and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us run *itf,
patience the race that is set before us." Secret sin, or open sin,
is like the sea lamprey, suckin g away your strength, your vital-
ity. The ChristisD, through the grace of C,od, can shake off the
Iampreys of sin that weaken him, for in the cross of Christ God
not only provided deliverance from sin, but deliverance from
sin's Power. fn Romans 6: I 4 we read, "For sin shall not have
dominion over you: for ye are not under the Iaw, but under
grace." God's people may have victory over any dn, but that
victory must be received by faith in the same manner in which
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we received salvatien-ifurough Jesus Christ. The Lord
gives the victory but the victory must b" 

"ppropriated. 
There is

no need for any believer to be overcome by any sin: there is

complete deliverance from sin's power through Christ.
Reading or, Zophar says, "For vain man would be wise,

though man be born like a wild ass's colt." Man would profess

to be perfect. V"ry often he.overlooks his sin, but hphar says

he is 'born like a wild ass's coltr" he is not tamed or domesti-

cated; that is, he is not controlled by C,od. Furth er Taphar tells

us what to do. "If thou prepare thine heart, and stretch out
thine hands toward Him; If iniquity be in thine hand, put it
far aw"ft and let not wickedness dwell in thy tabernacles"
( t I : I1l 4). Man in himself is not sufficient to overcome any

sin. How then can he prepare his heart? We ate told how:
"stretch out thine hands toward Crod." Turn to Him, confess

sin, claim victory over itl God will give the strength to put in-
iq.riry far from you. No longer must you be plagued by a be-

setting sin that seems to be ruining your testimony for Christ.
hpbar also has a message for the unsaved. Here are three

essentials for salvation. First of all, '?repare thine heart." The
heart must be prepared, for we are told in Jeremiah l7:9
that it is "deceidul above all things, and desperately wicked."
Next, "stretch out thine hands." Lift your hands and heart in
prayer to C'od. He alone can help you. Only He can save you.

Stretch out your empry, helpless han& to Him for mercy

whictr He will shed upon you abundantly. Then thirdly, "If
iniquity be in thine hand, put it far away." All iniquity must

be put away. "I-et the wicked forsake his wdlt and the ltn-
righteous man his thoughts, and let him return unto the LoRD,

and He will have mercy upon him; and tc our C-,od, for He will
abundandy pardon" (Isaiah 55:7).

If you never have done so, tum to the Saviour now. There is

no real happiness apart from Christ. Thousands upon thou-
san& of people are wasting Fecious hours living fm self when

th"y could be enjoying all the blessings of God. Will you
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heed the Word of God today? Prepare your heart, srrerch our

Igrrr hands, turn from your iniquiry. Beliere on the Iord Jenrs
Christ, receive Him as Savioui and L,ord. Your heart wiU be
prepared immedi ately to meet God, and you will have the
strength to Put away all iniquity. God wili deliver you from
temptation and sr" you power over sin. But you must obey
Him! You must come His way; your way will not suffice, for
the Bible sayrs in Proverbs 14: 12; 'There ir. way which seem-

{! right unto a man, but the end thereof are the *.yr of death."
Christ offers the way of life. He says in John 14:6, "l am the

Yay, the tmth, and 
-the 

life: no man cometh unto the Father,
but by Me." Come to Him now, if you never have; rereive His
abundant salvation and let Him live through your life. Be a
witness for Him! Let others see what Ctuisi has done for you,
and then get busy for Him. Tell others about Him. Poinr lost
and helpless merr to the Saviour who provides eternal life.

_hphar goes on to tell us of the blessed results e4perienced
when one turns from sin to God. Let us consider rorn. of these
results. "For then shalt thou lift up thy face wirhout spot"
( I I : l5). C,od will no longer see us as sinners, for, as He t.yr i1
I John l:7 , 'oThe blood of Jesus Christ His Son clearrseth us
from all sin." He sees us as saints in Christ.

Next hphar sls, "Thou shalt be stedfast, and shalt not
fear." The word 'ttedfast" is literally "molterr," like metals
which become fiun and hard by fusion. The sinner wavers: he
has no foundation. But when a rnan completely tmsts Christ
and Permits Him to take away the lrcwer of sin, that believer
sjands ,Pot a solid rock. He no Ionger wavers. He is right with
God. I Peter l:5 says he is 'tept by the power of 6d." He
shall not fearfgTdless of what;r*; his i.y. He is no longer
like a house built upon sand, for he is built upon the tr,r.
foundation, Christ ]esus.

In 2 Timothy l:7 we read, "For God hath nor given us the
spirit ol fear; but of power, and of love, md of a sotrnd mind."
The child of C,od should never be disrurbed and distressed. He
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has a mighty Saviour who promises to undertake for him in
every exigency of life. Whatevef, our trial or testing, God gives

trs the grace at the needed moment if we trust Him for it. "I-et
us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and frnd gFace to help in time of need"
(Hebrews 4: 16). The phrase "in time of need" is a colloquial-
ism of which "nick of time" is the exact equivalent. Thus
we may say that when we come to the throne of grace, tnrsting
God for our trial, we find grace to help "in t}e nick of time."
Grace will be provided whenever and wherever we need it. We
are attacked by temptations, but at the moment of assault we

look to Christ and the needed grace is there to help 'tn the

nick of time." There need be no postponirg of the provision
until the evening hour of prayer, but there, out on the street,

in the office, in the school, wherever you may be with a fami.g
temptation in front of you, /ou may turn to Christ with a sy
for help; the grace will be there "in the nick of time."

Further hphar says, "Because thou shalt forget thy misery,

and remember it as waters that pass away" (ll:16). It is a won-

derful thirg to be able to forget the past. The man or woman

in sin cannot forget. His sin plagues and haunts him d.y and

night. But after one has been to the cross and laid the burden

of his sin on Christ, the Lord enables him to forget the things

which atebehind, and He gives him the strength to reach forth
unto those things which are before, pressing toward the mark

of the pize of the high calling of C,od in Christ. As the waters

of the river pass before our eyes and soon are many miles out
into the sea, so we are able to forget the old past life lived in
iniquity.

In verse 17 we read, "And thine age shall be clearer than

the noonday; thou shalt shine forth, thou shalt be as the mour-

irg." Do you see those wor&, 'Thou shalt shine forth"? You

will not only be illumined after coming to Christ, but you will
be a guiding light to direct others to Him. The new light is n_ot

of your own kindling, but like the dawning of the d.y it is the
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gift_ of God, the brightest and the best. To each of us God says
in Matthew 5: 16, "l*t your light so shine before men, that
they Tay see your good works, and glorify your Father which
is in heaven." Do not hide your light. You have received the
glorious Iight of God through Christ-let it shine.

Notice the security hphar speaks about, "And thou shalt
be secure, because there is hope; yed, thou shalt dig about
thee, and thou shalt take thy rest in safety." We have a hop.
that maketh not ashamed. In Hebrews 6: 19 God tells us of this
hope. '"\Alhich hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure
and stedfast." There was a day when we had no hope, but the
moment we turned to Christ He gave us an everlasting hop..
The word 'hop"" means "confidence." We have the .onfid.rr..
that God will not fail. Men may fail us but God-never!

Zophar sIs, "Thou shalt take thy rest in safety." Isn't it
wonderful that the love of God surrounds us on every side, so
that nothing can come into the believer's life except it first
Pass through the heart of God? In Proverbs 2:8 we are told that
He "preserveth the way of His saints." C,ertainly He does. Step
by step as we walk on our earthly pilgrim age, God preserves
every step as we trust Him and follow Him.

A mother took her little boy to the front gate ro show him
the neighbor's house, where he was to go and do an errand for
her. It was beginnirg to get dark and the little fellow was
afraid, but as he started out, he said, "I'll not be afraid to go
that far, Mother, if you will watch me all the way." Her stand-
irg there with her eyes upon him was dl that he needed to en-
able him to make the round trip without a murrnur.

That reminds me of Psalm 32:8 where the Word of God says
to you and to De, "I will instmct thee and teach thee in the
way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with Mine eye."
Thus, how true are these words of Zophar, "Thou shalt take
thy rest in safety."

Zophar Sr.s more comfort as he sys, "AIso thou shalt lie
down, and none shall make thee afraid; yea, many shall make
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suit unto thee" (ll:19). The fact that the believer can lie
down in the midst of his trouble and sorrow suggests again the

almighry providence of God. Sometimes He makes us lie down,

as in the case of the shepherd and his sheep spoken of in Psalm

23r "He maketh me to lie down in green pastures." We should

rcalizn, however, when God forces us to take rest it is in the

green pastures. His love is still there; He is still at work, seeking

to help us.

These words, "many $"ll make suit unto thee," literally are,

"many will entreat thy face." This suggess the fellowship that
will become the believer's the moment he trusts in Christ. He
finds real friends, lasting friends, those of like precious faith,
who will work with him and help hirn. Indeed, tme born-again
believers can sslr "\ll/hat a fellowship, wh at a iry divine!" This
is a marvelous fellowship, the fellowship of the saints.

Look at 7-ophax's closing words of the chapter, "But the eyes

of the wicked shall fail, and they shall not escape, and their
hope shall be as the Sving up of the ghmt." What a horrible
picture. Here is the result of sin. What has been wri'tten Pre-
viously in this chapter is the result of believing on Christ. Here
is the wicked man: the man without the [,ord still in his sin.

Sin has its wages and the Bible says th"y "are death." But Christ
grro life, abundant life.
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Jo, HAs PATTENTLy LTsTENED to his three friends in their at-
temPt to Sve advice. Obviously th.y were of little help. Had
they prayed more and argued less th"y might have helped God's
seryant in his calamiry.

- In 
_ 
chapters 12 through 14 Job answered nor only Zophar

but the other two friends. As he responded to their arguments,

!" hg", by giving them the benefit of the doubt saying, '"\Mis-
dom shall die with you." He inferred that they were *ri;. This
was a favorable gesture on his paft, for in chapter I I Zophar
had implied that Job was stupid.

In speaking of their wisdom, Job reminded them that it
would soon vanish. It is for this reason 'that rnan needs more
than human wisdom. Praise God, we have His Word, the Bible,
which contains eternal wisdom. More than that, it is divine
wisdom, the wisdom of God. In Proverbs 2:6 we read, 'The
LoP S_veth wisdom: out o[ His mouth cometh knowledge
and understandirrg." The Bible supersedes all other books, for
it is divinely inspired.

Next, Iob sys, "I have understanding as well as lou; I am
not inferior to you." In other words, he is saying, "I know all
that you have been telling me." In fact, the **i*t the three
comforters were profferirg were weJl-wonl, commonplace.

Further he says, "l am as one mocked of his neighbours."
The advice his friends had Sr* was more of *o.k"ry than
advice. They were laughing at Job in his calamiry. "He that is

89
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ready to slip with his feet," Job says, "is as a lamp despised in
the thought of him that is at ease" (12:5). The word 'lamp"
is really "torch." When the traveler reached his destination after
journeying through the darkness of the night, he threw aside

the torch that had guided his steps. ]ob likens himself to a
torch. He had aided his friends when he was in a position to
help, but now that he has nothipg they throw him aside. Th"y
make him the subject of mockery.

People are still doing this. How many times we have known
of those who were well-todo, as far as this world's goods are

concerned, but some calamity intervened and th.y lost their
means. Some who had appeared to be their friends, suddenly
had nothing more to do with them. There are many people in
this life who are interested only in what one has, not what one

is. As long as we have things, they are our friends; but when

we have little or nothing, we become the obiect of mock.ry.
This should never be true of believers in Christ in their re-

lationship to each other. We have a fellow$ip, a oneness, that
binds us together, making us all one in Christ. Each one of us

is obligated to help the weaker brother. We should gladly Per-
form deeds of kindness one for another, that Christ might be

glorifred through us. God says in Galatians 6: I0, "As we have

opporrunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them

*ho are of the household of faith." Christians are to be kind
to everyone, but especially to other Christians.

A sergeant in the army was asked what had led him to be-

come a Christian. He gave the credit to a private in his com-

pany who had been converted.

"\Me gave that fellow an awful time," the sergeant said. "One

night M kneeled to pray. My shoes were heavy with mud and

I threw one of them and stmck him on the head. The next

morning I found those shoes beautifully cleaned and _polished.
That was his only reply to me. It broke my heart and I came to

Christ that day," said the sergeant. This is what the Lord ]esus
enables believers to do. Without Christ a man will retaliate and
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pay baclc, but if one has really been born again, his atritude
will be different.

Job Points out the fallacy of bphar's theory that calamiry is
always the result of evil. He says, "The tabernades of robbers

Prosper, and th"y that provoke God are secure; into whose hand
God bringeth abundartly." Evil men who lie, cheat, and steal
are often prosperous. Many gangsters live high; they have
plenry of money. Some who refuse to believe in God or obey
Him are prosperous. And yet Job says, "into whose hand God
bringeth abundantly." God supplies for them. He does nor
honor them in their prosperit/, but were it not for the grace of
God He would wipe t}em off the face of the earth immediately;
He would utterly destroy every criminal. But God in His grace
permits man to live. In His grace h" p"rmits man to steal and
to be unkind without immedi ate i.rdg*ent.

You may say you cannot fully understand this. Nor can II
The reason is that we are humans. We do not have the grace
and love that God has for His creatures. Of course, we must
rcalize that there is a judgment coming when man will be
judged for his sins if he is not in Christ. In Hebrews 9:27 C,od
says, "It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgment." God is mercifut now, but He will be just in mering
out i.rdg*ent. That is why every unsaved person ought to turn
to the Lord during this present age of grace. God says in Isaiah
55:7, "Let the wicked forsake his wdf t and the unrighteous
man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lono, and He
will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abun-
dandy pardon."

There was a poor rnan about sixy years old who had been

1 rough sailor, one of ,the worst men of the village. He was a

!*"y drinlcer and delighted in cursing and swearirrg. One Sun-
d^y morning he went to church. The message was about Jesus'
weeping over the people of Jerusalem. The minister made the
Iove of Christ so real and practical to his hearers that the poor
sailor thought, "Vllhat! Did ]esus Christ ever weep over such a



92 Living Patiently

wretch as I am?" He thought he was too bad for Christ to care
for him. At last he came to the minister and told him of his
desire to give himself to the Lord Jesus. The man's life was
changed and he became a man of God. Yet he was the last one
you would have thought would be reached by the gospel. Does
God chome the last men? He not only cares for the diamond,
but He picks up the pebble; for He is able, as He says in His
Word, out of "stones, to raise up children unto Abraham."

Iob has emphasized the fact that sorrow and suffering are not
always the result of evil. There are many wicked men who by
the grace of God are prospered, in spite of their wickedness.
The only e4planation we can give to this is that God is merci-
ful. Job continues to elaborate on this point by salnn& "But ask
now the beasts, and th"y shall teach thee; and the fowls of the
air, and th.y shall tell thee; Or speak to the earth, and it shall
teach th*; and the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee.
Who knoweth not in all these that the hand of the lord hath
wrought this? In whose hand is the soul of every living thing,
and the breath of all mankind." Job reminds us that beasts,

birds, fish, and plants also reveal the truth he has been present-
ing, that the violent oftentimes prosper over the weak. The
vulture lives more securely than the dove, the Iion than the ox,
the shark than the dolphin, and the thorn than the rme. In
other wor&, God is sovereign. God is over all. Even though
we may not be able to understand many things, C"od does. One
of the most confusing questions of our age is, why do the
wiclced proqper? Job assures us that it is because of the mercy
of C,od, "h whose hand is the soul of every living thing, and
the breath of all mankind."

Iob says further in regard to the advice his frien& had of-
fered, "Doth not the ear rry words? and the mouth taste his
rneat?" In other words, he was not bound to receive what th"y
had to say. Every man has the right to receive through his ears

what he wants to receive. As the mouth is privileged to taste

anythirrg it may eat, so we have a right to accept or refuse ad-
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vice. Should not this be a reminder to all of us to choose care-

fully the things we hear and the things we believe? Some peo-

ple believe anything that comes their way. Th.y are especially

gullible regarding spiritual matters. We must detect tmth from
error. How can one detect truth from error? The Word of God
is our standard. It does not matter too much what man says, but
it does matter what God has said.

It is important that every believer be a student of the Word
so he can detect error in the light of the tmth. To be able to
recognize truth, we must spend time studying the Bible. God
says in 2 Timothy 2:15, "Study to shew thyself approved

unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth." Now, to be sure, study means more
than the mere reading of the Bible. One of the weaknesses in
the Christian Church today is that there are too few real stu-
dents of the Word. We have our pet theories and tradirional
doctrines that have been handed down, but too fern, of God's
people take the time to meditate on the Scriptures to get
God's message for their own hearts.

It might be well to check up on ourselves. How much time
are we actually rp"nding in the Word of God? You say you are

a Christian? You say you love Christ? You say yor,r are one of
His followers? How much time are you taking each day to let
God qpeak to your heart from His Word? Of course, w€ know it
is not the amount of time that is of greatest importance, for it is
possible to read much of the Word and get very little out of it
because of an unprepared heart and mind. But we must set

apart enough time to permit God to speak to us. The Bible
teaches in Matthew 4:4, "Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of C,od."

What you read in the newspapers and in the magaanes, and

what you hear and see on television will not feed the soul. You
need to take time to get into God's Word. Do not neglect the
Book, child of C,od. The [ord wants us to be Berean Christians.
We read of them in Acs l7:l l: "These were more noble than
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those in Thessalonica, in that thry . . . searched the scrip
tures d"ily, whether those things were so."

Some Christians get awftilly disturbed because they cannor
understand everything th"y read in the Bible. You do not have
to understand everythirg. Just kop on reading! I find that the
thirrgp that disturb me most are not the things I cannot under-
stand, but the things I do understand. When we eat fish, we
do not refrain from eating because of the bones; we l^y the
bones aside and enjoy the meat. So it is when we come to the
hard places in the Bible. We should not be disturbed or dis'
traught because we cannot understand everythirg. Concen-
trate on that which you do understand. fu you faithfully study
the Word, the Holy Spirit will open up many o[ those things
you have not been able to comprehend. fu a believer, you have
the greatest teacher of all indwelling you in the person of God's
Spirit.

The important thing for you and for rne is to be diligent stu-
dents of the Word, not reading into the Bible, not tryirg to in-
te{pret from our background, but humbly beseeching God to
speak to us and to guide us in His holy will.

Of course, if you have never taken Christ into your life, the
Bible is a closed Book to you. It cannot be understood unless
you really know the Author. To know the Author you must be
born again, that is, born from above by believing on Christ.
You need a spiritual rebirth. This is a miracle of God. You can-
not achieve it. You cannot obtain it. You c?n only receive it by
faith by believing on Christ, the Son of the Living God.

From verse 12 through to the end of chapter 12, Iob con-
tinues to emphasize the wisdom, power, and sovereig"ty of
Crod in ordering and disposing of dl the affairs of the children
of men according to His own will. When we come into the
full raliz.arion of the great fact that God is over all, it gives us a
more hopeful view of the catastrophic age in which you and I
live. Job say$ 'With the ancient is wisdom; and in Iength of
dryr understanding." The word "ancient" here is the word
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"aged." Elderly folks ought to be wiser than young people be
cause of their years of experience. Th"y have been through
many heartaches and pidalls.

Speakirg of God, Job sIs, '"\Mirh Him is wisdom and
strength, He hath counsel and understanding." Crod does not
find it necess ary to acquire wisdom; He is wisdom. He knows
all things; He always has and He always will. He knew every-
thing before the world was formed. What is the wisdom of an-
cient man in comparison to the Ancient of Days? With all we
know, there is so much we cannot do. God is unlimited. He
can do all things. Job says, "Behold, He breaketh down, and it
cannot be built again: He shutteth ,p a man, and there can be
no opening. Behold, He withholdeth the waters, and th.y dry
up: also He sendeth them out, and they overturn the earth."
Probably Job is alludirg to the food in these verses.

Job continues by syrng, 'o\Mith Him [that is, with God] is
strength and wisdom: the deceived and the deceiver are His."
This means that all men are in C,od's power. No human has
ever usu{ped the authority of God. We have lived in a genera-
tion when the world has been distressed by dictators. It is hard
to realize sometimes that these men are always under the power
and control of God. Th.y are! The Lord is sovereign. He is
above all and over all.

Job declares, "The deceived and the deceiver are His." The
world has many deceivers. Not a few of them are found in busi-
ne$s. But these deceivers are not below the notice of God. They
cannot escape His cognizance. Because God is sovereip, He
can make fools of the deceivers. He has the wisdom and
power to manage everyone and everything in the world. Like-
wise, He knows how to serve His own purposes by them. We
have seen this so frequently in the Bible where deceivers
sought to ntin the character of believers. God used the wicked-
ness of these ungodly deceivers to bring about His noble pur-
poses for His own glory. We may be sure that He would not
permit sin of any kind if He could not control it and bring our
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of it praise to Himself. The Lord omnipotent reigns. If He did
not, the world would have passed into oblivion centuries ago.

Further in Job 12, God's servant cites instances of wisdorn
and power of Almighty God in the control of political leaders

and authorities. Nations rise and fall under the sovereignty of
God. Job reminds us that it is the Lord who "Leadeth counsel-
lors away spoiled, and maketh,the judges fools." He is speaking
of wicked men, selfish men who cared nothing about God, who
were ambitious for worldly glory. Th"y wanted to reach the
top. Perhaps th.y were on the way or maybe th"y did reach

their goal. God humbled them and brought them down be-

cause ,h.y did not gru. FIim the praise.
In the book of Daniel we read of King Nebuchadnezza\ a

vivid illusrradon of the futility of man to achieve without giv-
irg glo{y to God. Further we read in Jeremiah 9:23-24:'Thus
saith the Lono, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, nei-
ther let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man

glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that
he understandeth and knoweth Me, that I am the Lono which
exercise lovingkindness, i"dpent, and righteousness, in the

earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LoRD." There is

nothing more important in all of life than knowing and under-
standing Crod. How do we come to know Him? Through His
Son! This is the only way. The question is, do you know Him?
Or have you been trying to reach the top in human strength
without realizing that all you are and all you have is through
the grace and mercy of God?

C,ontinuing on through to the end of the chapter, Iob Pro-
claims again the sovereipry of Almighty God. He says, "He
looseth the bond of kings, and girdeth their loins with a gir-

dle." Histoqy proves all this. Some kings have been weak and
yet C,od has lifted them to high positions, giving thern unusual
power. Others have been *ighty, with strong supporting ar
mies, and yet God has permitted them to go into captivity. Job
says, "He leadeth p'rinces away qpoiled, and overthroweth the



Irb 12:1-25 9T

mighty. He removeth away the speech of the trusty, and taketh
away the understanding of the aged."

We have depended upon our fathers for help. We have
sought their wisdom from their experience. Sudderly God
removed them from us in His providence. "He pour"ih con-
,.mP_t uPon princes, and weakeneth the srrength of the mighty.
He discovereth 9..p things out of darkness,lnd bringetti o"t
to light the shadow of death." In the midst of confrsiirr, Crcd
can provide the Iight to give wisdom, if He cares to. "He in-
creaseth the nations, and destroyeth them: He enlargeth the
nations, and srraiteneth them again." Truly, God sets up one
uld-puts down another. "He taketh away the heart of the chief
of the people of the earth, and causeth them to wander in a
wilderness where there is no way." Men look to a great leader,
and soon that leader falls. Thus the people "Gropeln the dark
without light, and He [God] makeih them to sragger like a
drunken man."

Job has been emphasizing one of the most important truths
of the Bible: God is over all. Though we have been talking
about kings, princes, and nations, I believe this subject o,rghi
to cause all of us to fall to our knees and praise the Lord th.t
He is interested in you and in me, that every step of our lives,
ev-ey breath we take, is in the providence' of Al*ighty C,od
who is over all. Today, whatever your need or you+robl"*,
God is concerned about it. In I Corinthians l0:13 *" are told
that 'There hath no testing taken you but such as is common
to man: but C,od is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tested
above that_ ye are able." God Ioves you and He ..r, lead you out
of_your calamity. I am not telling you to grin and bear it; I am
telling you to trust in Him. He will rrot fail. David said in
Psalm l8:Z,'oThe Lono is my rock, and my forrress, and my
deliverer; my God, my srrength, in whom I will trust; my brck-
Ier, and the horn of my salvatioD, and my high tower." Then he
goes on to say in the next verse, "I rvill call upon the Lono, who



98 Liuing Patiently

is worthy to be praised." Whatever your need, whatever your
problem, call on the Lord. Trust in Him, He will not fail you.

Remember, God is over all. He is still the God of the impossi-

ble. He performs miracles. Trust Him!
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Jos @NrrNuEs Hrs BEpLy to Zophar by saying, "l-o, mine eye
hath seen all this, mine ear hath heard and urrderstood ir." He
is rgfeoir_g here _in particular to God's providence. In chapter
12 he spoke of the many evidences which ser forth the ,oi.r-
eignry of God. Thus he eys, "Mine eye hath seen all rhis." He
then says, '"\Mhat ye know, the same do I know also: I am not
inferior unto yo!." His would-be comforters were talking down
to him, os though they knew more about God than he did. Yer
Job assured them that, if he did not lcnow more, he certainly
knew as much about C,od as th.y.

Next he informed them that he was not primarily interested
in their advice, but that he was going to look beyond rhem.
"Surely I would speak to the Almighry and I desiie to reason
with Crod." More and more Job was convinced the philosophies
proffered by his friends were useless. He was wiie in going

$t :{y to the Lord. I am sure all of us appreciate the help of
kind friends during times of trial, but we musr go beyond what
man can do for us and look to the lord and tr,rst Him. The

99
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Psalmist said in Psalm l2l: l, "I will lift up mine eyes unto the
hills, from whence cometh my help." He looked to God, know-
irg Him to be a miracle-workirg God. Sometimes our friends
would like to help us, but they are limited. There are instances
when there is not a thing in the world they can do, other than
to pray; but what could be more necessary than prayer?

Recall the incident in Mark 5, where we are told of the
woman who had had an issue of blood for twelve years. We
read in verse 26 that she "had suffered many things of many

physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was nothing bet-

tered, but rather grew worse." I am sure she had friends who
tried to help her. She had sought the leading doctors. But no
help came. Next we read in verses 27-29 that "She had heard
of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched His garment.
For she said, If I may touch but His clothes, I shall be whole.
And straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and
she felt in her body that she was healed of that plaglre." What
rnan could not do for her, the Lord Jesus did. You may be sure

we have the same Christ who cares for us today. The Bible says

of Him in Ephesians 3:20 that FIe "is able to do exceedirg
abundantly above all that we ask or think." Truly we can sing,

"What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to

bear." The question is, do we rest in Him? Do we trust Him as

r,ve should? Do we lean on Him for everything?
Once when Martin Luther felt very despondent, he heard a

bird singing its evening song. Then he saw it tuck its head

under its wing and go to sleep. He remarked, "This little bird
has had its supper, and now it is getting ready to go to sleep,

quite content, never troublirrg itself as to what its food will be

or where it will lodge on the morrow. Like David, it abides

under the shadow of the Almighty. It sits on its little t*ig con-

tent and lets God care for it."
The same God who cares for the birds of the sky cares for

His beloved people who have been born of His Spirit. David
knew that even though his dearest loved ones were to forsake
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him, God never would. He said, '"\Mhen my father and my
mother forsake ffi€, then the Lono will take me up" (Psalm
27: l0). Your best friend may turn against you b,rt Christ
remains ,h: same yesterday, today, and for"r.i. Thus you can
trust Him for all things: H" will not fail. To you He Says, 'My
grace is sufficient for thee" (2 Corinthians l2:9). Whatever
your need, whatever your problem, do not Iook to men; Iook to
God. "It is better to trust the Lono than to put confidence in
men" (Psalm I l8:8).

God is a very Present help in time of need. The arm of the
Lord is not shortened. He can provide a way out of your sor-
row and calamity. Oh, how we need to take ihit third verse of
Job 13 to heart, "surely I would speak to the Almighty, and I
desire to reason with God." Perhapr yo.r need to tfrrl to the
Almighty today. 

_Your mind has been disturbed by worry and
fear. Take yoy burden to God in prayerl Get orr- your krr."r,
cast your burden on the Lord! Submit your problem to Him'
He has the answers. Do not look to men. Trust the Iordl

Job_ go:s on to say to his friends, 'Ye are forgers of lies, ye

lt" "I physicians of no value." "Forgers of lies" is literafly
"artful twisters of vain speeches." Job feels that his three com-
forters would have done better to keep quiet. "O that ye would
altogether hold your peace! and it should be your wisdom." To
remain silent would have helped more than the advice that was
given. Is it not tnte that frequently silence is better than words?
There are occasions when we should say nothing. Probably
there are more times when we should keepquier thi" when *l
should speak. Most de[nidy, when we li"r" nothing to say, it
is better not to qpeak. "Iot by thy words thou shalt bI lustified,
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned" (Matthew lZ:37).
For this reason we need to pray constantly, "Let the words of
-I mou_th, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in
Thy {ght, O Lono, my strength, and my redeem"ri (psalm
19: l4).

Job exhorts his friends further to Iisten to him and consider



I02 Living Patiently

what he has to say, "Hear now my reasoning, and hearken to
the pleadings of my lips." Then he asks, "Will ye sPeak wick-
edly for God? and talk deeitfully for Him?" Job is refierring
to the unreasonableness of their argument that the end justi-

fres the means, that Job wir a sinner because he was a sufferer.

Such an argument, declares Job, is speaking "wickedly for
God."

Next Job reminds his listeners that the dty is coming when
they, too, will be searched out and tried. 'Will ye accept His
penon? will ye contend for Cod? Is it good that He should

search you out? or as one man mocketh another, do ye so mock

Him?" Iob is asking what they will have to say, what win thty
do, in the face of a jrdpent in their own lives such as Job was

facing at the present.
Indeed, man is a poor judge. To each one of us God says in

Galatians 6:7-8, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsover a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that
soweth to his fesh shall of the fesh reap couuption; but he

that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlast-

irg." We are prone to look to our neighbor and sslr 'Well, I am

not as bad as he. I do not do the things he does." My dear

friends, God is our judge. The holiness of C,od is our standard.

We are not to look to anyone else. This is the thing Job was

trlang to point out to his friends. These men had tried to set uP

vain humanistic standards that would soon cmmble.
How do you and I stand in the light of the perfections of

]esus Christ? I will tell you how we stand: we do not 5txnd-
we fall. Romans 3:23 declares, "For all have sinned, and come

short of the glory of God." That is why all men need the re-

demption Christ has provided. He died on the cross for your
sins and for mine. The moment we tntst in Him we ate saved,

eternally saved. God longs to save you. Do not look to men. Do

not look to your good works. Do not look to your morality. Look

to Christ, the I-amb that was slain from the foundation of

the world.
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- Hlrirg rePrgved his would-be comforters for their vain phi-
losophies and shallow reasonings, Job goes on to so/, "He will
tldy reprove you, if ye do secretly acc.pt p.r*rrr." That is,
God would judge them if th.y accepted ihe-philosophies that
came from men rather than the eternil truth oi God. ishall not
His excellency mlke y9u afraid? and His dread fall upon you?"
These frien& of Job should have been fearful to adrance rea-
sonings that were not according to the truth, while they pro-
fessed to be followers of God.

In verse l2Job says, "Your rernembrances are like unto ashes,
your bodies to bodies of clay." The remembrances refer to the
Proverbial maxims th.y were offering Job in his calamity. This
empty talk was to 'become like ashei." Wh at a conrrari thir it
to the Word of God. God says in the Bible, "Heaven and earth

:hdltas:_1way, but NIy words shall nor pass away" (Matthew
24:35). What man has written will go into oblivion. But the
"thus saith the Lord" shall stand for Jte*ity. Those who read
and study the Bible readily testify to the difference between
God's Word and the philosophies of men. Indeed, there is
somethirg differenr abour the word of God.

This was the experience of Robert Vogeler, the American
businessman who was imprisoned for seventeen months by the
communists in H*gary. After his release and return to New
York, he told of the torment he endured in solitary confine
ment, and how eventu.lly he was permitted to have 

" 
giUt. in

his cell.
"When my requesr for a Bible was granted," Vogeler de-

clared, "I treated it as one treats a priceless possessiJn and a
thing of great value, zrilre treasure." He then told how he read
it daily, reading portions from the Psalms and the Old and the
New Testaments. Then he added, ',?;t gave me strength and
assurance for what to my knowledge at ihat time *o. the in-
terminable years ahead."

How many 
_of 

us could grre this same testimony. We have
read other books. We have heard many preachers. But there is
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nothing as satisfying, as inspiring, as comforting, as the Word
of the Living God. Thus men's thoughts will some dry be but
ashes, but the Word of God will still stand. Since this is tnte,
should we not grve ourselves to the study of the Book? Should
we not memoize it and hide it away in our hearts, that we

might enjoy all the blessings God has provided for us there?

Next Job says, "Hold your p€sc€, let me alone, that I may
speak, and let come on me what will." He saw little value in
their speeches, thus preferrirg to face anythirg God would
send rather than to continue listening to their empty and shal-

low advice. He further asks, "'Wherefore do I take my fesh in
my teeth, and put my life in mine hand?" Here he suggests

that he is not afraid to die. He is not simply r{yrng to preserve

his life. For notice verse 15, "Though He slay De, yet will I
trust in Him." Job states his full confidence and tmst in the
sovereipty of God at work in his life. Job knew that God was

all-wise in everything, thus he was willing to trust Him fully.
Next Job says, "I will maintain mine own ways before Him."
This he desired to do, not as a hypo*ite, but as one with a sin-

cere heart. Then notice his testimony in verse 16, "He also shall
be my salvation: for an h)p*rite shall not come before Him."
However sorely tried, the tnte believer will not depart from

God. Of course, a man who is not really converted may turn
against the Lord when he is tried. He may become angry with
God for permitting such a trial to come into his life. But not
one who has truly met the Lord. Like Job, he will say, "Though
He slay D€, yet will I trust in Him. He also shall be my salva-

tion." This reminds me of the words of the Apostle Paul in
Romans 8:38-39: "For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pres-

ent, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other

creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,

which is in Christ Jezus our Lord."
I-et me ask you, have you been doubtirg God? My dear

Christian friend, He wilt not fail you. Possibly you have been
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Iooking to your circumstances rather than to your great God.
Be assured that "underneath are the everlasting arms" (Deuter-
onomy 33:27). No matter how far you may go down into the
valley of adversity and suffering, these anns ate still under-
neath. That is how Job could say in the midst of his soul-shak-
ing, mind-disturbirg sorrow, "Though He slay D€, yet will I
tntst in Him." Is your confrdence in the Lord today? Realize
the Bible sys, "In quieuress and in confidence shall be your
strength" (Isaiah 30:15). Though sometimes our feet may be
in the wilderness, never forget: our names are written on the
heart of God and our life is hid with Him. It is quite true that
many may not rcalizr- the hidden Iife in is brightness, its peace,
and its plentiful provision within the vale. But it is nonetheless
a glorious fact. And our dimness of perception or our change-
ableness of feelings can no more destroy this truth than we can

Prevent the sun from shining. It is tme of every child of C,od,
even the youngest and the feeblest, as of the oldest and most
advanced Christian. It does not depend .pon age, intelligence,
or strength, but upon union with the living Saviour. In Ephe
sians 5 230,32 we read, 'oVVe are members of His body, of His
fesh, and of His bones. . . . This is a Seat mystery: but I
speak concernirg Christ and the church." This is how we can
ss/, 'Thoug[r He slay D€, yel., will I trust in Him." Christ is
Lord. He changes not. Think of Him at Nain when He said to
the widow, '\Meep not." Think of Him on His Iast journey to
Jerusal€D, how He took little children into His arrns and
blessed them. Think of Him as He wepr by the grave of a
friend He was about to raise to life. He changeth nor and He
has said, 'I wiU never leave thee, nor forsake thee." '\ryh at a Sav-
iour! What a promise! Believer, are you tmsting Him daily?
Have you the new life that He alone can grve? Depend not on
being remembered in a will, but be in the Fathe/s will.

Do you know Jesus Christ in your heart? I don't mean, do
you know about Him? Do you really know Him as your Saviour
and L,ord? If you do, then you can face ,the trials of life with the
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belief and the confidence that somehow God will make a way
of escape. God will provide. God will undertake. You will be

able to say as confidently as Job said, "Though He slay ffi€, yet
will I trust in Him. He also shall be my salvation." Is He your
salvation today?

Looking at verse 17 we see that Job speaks out quite strongly
to his ftiends, saying, "Hear diligently my speech, md my dec-

laration with your ears." That is, grve attention to what I am
about to say. Job proceeds to grve his side of the story. He has

listened to his friends; now he must answer them. "Behold now,

I have ordered *y cause; I know that I shall be justified." The
word "ordered" here suggests that his own heart is right before
God. He has been careful that his own relationship to the
Lord is in order. For this reason he says, "I know." There are no
doubts in his mind. "I know that I shall be justified." I like the

confidence with which Iob speaks. To be sure, ,this confrdence

is not because of himself, but because of the greatness of his

H.
How it disturbs me when I hear people reply to the questioD,

"Are you a Christian?" with "I think so." If there is anythitg
we may knout, it is the fact that we have been passed from
death unto life. Of course, if a person has not had a real con-
version experience, I can understand why he may have doubts.
The Aposlle Paul declared, "I knout in whom I have believed."
He knew because on the Damascus highway he met H.
There were no doubts about it. He had an experience. Iob had

an experience also. For this reason he could declare, "I know
that I shall be justified." Job knew that he was saved. Do you
know that? Many people think it is presumpruous to say one is
saved. On the other hand, we should understand that for one to

doubt his salvation is to doubt God's power, for we read in

Jonah 2zgr "salvation is of the LoRD." No man can save him-
self-it is the gift of C,od. Thus, when one is saved he ought to
Icnow that he is saved. How may he know? Simply by receiving
the free grft of God-salvation through Jesus Christ. If you
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have received Christ, you are saved and you should possess the
assurance of yotu salvation.

In a large rnanufacturing tovun a man l^y on his deathbed.
While well and strong, he and his son professed to be infidels,
but under the test of his last days, his ionfidence in his unbe-
Iieving principles broke down. There was nothing in them ro
sustain him. His son, desirotrs that his father should die as he
had lived, went in to fortify him, and said, "Father, be a man
and stick to it."

"Ah, but son," he replied, "theret nothirg to stick to." How
different it is for the child of God. In Hebrews 6: 19 we read,
"Vllhich hope we have as an anchor of the soul."

We have an anchor that keeps the soul
steadfast and sure while the Lillows roll,
Fastened to the Rock which cannot move,
Grounded 6rm and deep in the saviour's love.

Job asks next, '"\Mho is he that will plead with me? for now,
if I hold my tongue, I shall give up the ghost." This was ro sal,
if I am wrong and it can be proved that I am wrong, I am *iil-
ing to keep quiet and di.; I will take my medicine. He was
willing to stake his life on the sinceriry of his own heart.

---Job 
pleads with C,od to do two things: first, "\A/ithdraw

Thine hand far from mer" and secondly, "I*t not Thy dread
make me afraid." Job wanted God to lift His heavy hand of
syffelng from him, that is, remove his disease. Evidently, what
the three friends had said to Job had disturbed him and made
him fearful of C,od. He uxanted this fear removed. Also, he
wanted to continue in courmunion with C.rod. He wanted God
to speak to him and he wanted to speak to the Lord. "Then call
Thou, and I will an$iler: or Iet me speak, and ansrryer Thou
me."

Job continues by lqenting his sorrowful stare: "How many
are mine iniquiti_es and sins? make me to know my transgres-
sion and my sin. Whqefore hidest Thou Thy face, and holdest
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me for Thine enemy? Wilt Thou break a leaf driven to and
fro? and wilt Thou pursue the dry srubble? For Thou writest
bitter things against ire, and *akeit me to possess the iniquities
of my youth. Thou puttest my feet also in the stocks, and look
est narrowly unto all my paths; Thou settest a print upon the
heels of my feet. And he, as a rotten thing consumeth, as a gal.
ment that is moth eaten." Job is giving a clear-cut confession of
his own unworthiness hfore God, and at the same time Sving
thanks for C,od's greatness, His jurispmdence, His holiness,

and His complete sovereigrrty.

In these closing verses of this chapter I see Job once again
searching out his own heart before the Lord. In ver*,23 he asks

the questioD, "How many are mine iniquities and sins? make
me to know my transgression and my sin." This reminds me of
David as he prayed in Psalm 139:23-24, "Search D€, O H,
and know my heart: try D€, and know my thoughts: And see

if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever-
lasting." There is a tendency on the part of man to become

proud and self-confrdent. We need a daily heart-searchirg be-

fore God. It is so easy for us to overlook our own sins and weak-

nesses. They stand t.rt vividly in the eyes of others, but fre-
quently we overlook them. It would be a great thing for dl of
us in the Church of Jesus Christ if we were to examine our
hearts more frequently, that we might deal with personal sin.

We are more prone to deal with our neighbor's sin than with
our own. But God says, "Your iniquities have separated be-

tween you and your H" (Isaiah 59:2). Many of us are shut-
tirg out the blessing of God because o[ the separation brought
about by sin in our lives. It is a serious thing for the unbeliever
to ignore his sin, but I believe it is far more serious for the be-

liever to overlook his sin.
I have read that in Crclorado there is the min of an enormous

tree. It was a seedling when Columbus discovered America,
and only half-grown when the Pilgrim fathers landed at Ply--
outh. It was stnrck by lightnirrg fourteen times. It survived
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the storms of centuries. Ag did not wither it. Ughtnirrg did
not blast it, nor avalanche move it. But it fell to an arrny of
beetles, so tiny that you or I could crush them berureen finger
and thumb. Some of us are like that tree. Like Samson, we
stand up to storms with a certain amount of fortitude, but down
we go before a few tiry beetles, a few little sins in our lives
which we refuse to deal with in the light of God's power and
grace.

Oh, if you are a child of God, let the Lord search you out.
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Jon REpLrEs to Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar in chapters 12, 13,

and 14. In verse I of chapter 14 he reminds us of the frailry of
human fesh: "Man that is born of woman is of few days, and
full of trouble." I think we can understand what Job is saying

here. "Man . . . is of few days." Yes, some of us are old and

Say-headed. It seerns like a matter of only a few years since we
were back in youth. The years have swept by so swiftly.

And who of us has not suffered along the way? We have

had heartaches, trials, and burdens. Some of us at this very
moment are going through extreme and intense zuffering. "Few
&yr, and full of trouble," Job says. That is so common to life,
and it is dl the result o[ sin. Romans 5 zl2 sys, '"\Alherefore, as

by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned." Sin
brings misery and unhappiness, but, praise God, Christ brings

peace and light. When we know Him we can face our troubles,

we can weather the storms, we can catry the burdens. The
[,ord gives us the grace to face every sorrow of life. In 2 Co-

u0
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rinthians 9:8 He s)rs, "And Crod is able to make all gFace
abound tow"tg lou; that ye, always having all sufficiency io At
t_hi"S,_ may abound to every good worki' It is imposiiUt" to
drain d"y the reservoirs of Heaven's grace. No matter what the
need or the trial, there is always more Sace to sustain us. God's
grace can turn the darlcness into zunshine and the sorrow into
iry because of Calvary. There gFace was wrought for you and
for me. There the victory was won, so that, whatever the need,
God's grace is sufficient.

It is said that one d.y Ruskin was talking with a friend who
picked uP a beautiful and costly embroidered handkerchief
with a lrrg i"l spor in the cenrer of it. The lady was very
much vexed and annoyed at the carelessness of the person whb
had spoiled the handkerchief. She said to Mr. Ruikin that it
was a Present from a dear friend and would never be of any use

!o h:I any more. Mr. Ruskin said nothing but quietly put the
handkerchief in his pocket. Some days .fter,r*d he tailed on
his friend and _handed her the handkerchief; he had put on it
in India ink a beautiful drawinS, using the ink blot 

"i 
th. cen-

ter as the basis of the ornamentation. The effect was exquisite,
and the lady expressed her suqprise in unmeasured tenns.

That is the way God worls with the things that touch our
lives. As we trust in His grace and leave 

"tt things in His
hands, He takes the rrrong done to us, the injustice-or injgry,
the sorrow or the suffering, as the basis of something good and
beautiful. Yes, His gFace is sufficient. He knows rro [i*its. The
ann of the Lord is not shortened. Whatever your need at this
moment, He can help you. He is the mighry God. "Man that is
born of woman is d 19* &yt, and fufl of trouble." e.€rtainly
there is plary of trouble but consider the believer's privilege of
'Casting all your care upon Him, for He careth for -yor,,

(t Peter 5:7). Let us take our burdens to the Lord. He-will
not fail.

_ _ 
In spealcing of the brevity of life, Job says, "He cometh forth

like a fower, ild is cut down: he feeth also as a shadow, and
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continueth not." Life to him appears to be as a fower and a
shadow. Flowers do not Iast very long. Their b"..rty soon

withers and fades away. Likewise, a shadow is but a feeting
thing. It will soon be lost in the darkness of the night. Indeed
this is a true picture of a rnan without Christ.

In the next verse Job marvels at the thought that God has

any interest at all in that which seeurs to be useless and perish-
ir& such as human flesh. "And dost Thou open Thine eyes

upon such a one, and bringest me into judgment with Thee?"
Yes, God does have interest in us, so much so that His eye is
always on us. In Psalm 32:8 He eys, "I will instruct thee and
teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee

with Mine eye."

Then in verse 4 Job speaks of the utter futility of sinful man
to do anythirg about his condition, apafi from the gFace of
C,od. "Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? not
one." As he said in verse l, we have been born of woman, and

the Bible makes it clear that anyone born of woman is born in
sin. David said in Psalm 5l :5, "Behold, I was shapen in itiq-
uity; and in sin did my mother conceive me." Thus, since man
is defiled by sin, how can he be made clean? Job does not grve

us the answer here, but God does in Rornans 3224: "Being jus-

tified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus." Think of it-the moment one believes in ]esus
Christ he is completely forgiven of pst, present, and futtrre
sin. He is justified, declared to be no longer guilry. How rnar-

velous is the grace of God! Have you experienced this grace?

Oh, if not, turn to Christ at this moment. '\ilIho can btiog a

clean thing out of an unclean? Not one," Job says. In other
words, ro human can do this. This is impossible without a mir-
acle of God.

You have sin in your life. All of your good works could never
blot out your sin. Only the blood of Christ shed at Calvary can

do this.
It is needful for you to make your decision for Christ imme-
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diately, for Job says of man, "seeing his days are determined,
the number of his months are with Thee, Thou hast appointed
his bounds that he cannot pass." Job is not speaking of years

!", of days and months. The end may be nearer than any of us
thinks. In fact, it may be hours or minutes, as far as you are
concerned. Your bounds have been appointed, Job says, and
beyond these you cannot pass. You need Christ in your heart.

Job pleads for mercy regarding sinful man. He says, "Turn
from him, that he may rest till he shall a@omplish, as an hire-
Iing, his day)' The hireling's life was not an easy life. It was
filled with hardship and toil. This is another way of sayrng
what Job said in the first verse, "Man is of few days, and full of
trouble." Job knew where to turn in his trouble. He went to
the One who could grr" rest. I wonder if you have turned to
Him? Have_ you been roo busy for Cild? Today Jesus says to
you in Matthew I l:28, "Come unto Me, all ye that laboui and
are heavy laden, and I will Sve you rest." Rest from your cares!
Rest from your trials! Rest from your sor:rows! Yes, God's grace
is sufficient for you. You may have tried other ways but, re-
member, Christ died for you to provide the one way-God's
way of salvation and blessing. Don't look for another wafi there
is no other.

We have seen what Job had to say about life; now what does
he have to say about death? In verse 7 he says, "For there is
hop" 9f , tr€€, if it be cut down, that it will sprour again, and
that the tender branch thereof will not cease." Then he goes
on to say, "Though the root thereof wax old in the earth, and
the stock thereof die in the ground; Yet through the scent o[
water it will bud, and bring forth boughs like a planr." Thus,
if a tree is cut down and the tmnk is Ieft in the ground, though
it may seem dead suddenly it will qprout forth as the result of
the moisture in the earth and the rain from Heaven; the stump
is re\dved and life is evident. But Job reminds us that it is dif-
ferent for man. "Man dieth, and wasteth awa!) yea, man grveth
up the ghost, and where is he? As the waters fail from rhe sea,
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and the flood decayeth and drieth up: So man lieth down, and
riseth not: till the heavens be no more, th.y shall not awake,
nor be raised out of their sleep." When we go to bed at night,
we anticipate rising up in the morning. But when one is placed
in the grave, he shall not awake to such a life or such a state

as we are now in. We shall not awake, Job says, "till the heav-
ens be no mor€r" actually, until time is srallowed up in eter-
nity.

It should be kept in mind that what lob was thinking about
in these verses is the rehrn of man to his present life in his
present form. Iob was not ignorant of the resurrection hop".
He fir-Iy believed in the resurrection of the righteous dead. In
Job 19226 he says, "And though after my skin worrns destroy
this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." Of course, from
other passages of Scripture we know that what Iob is saying
here is absolutely true. Though all men will be resurrected, no
one will be resurrected to come back to this present life as it
exists now, unless God intenrenes with a miracle to bring one
back from the dead, as in the case of Lanms. In John 5:28-29
we read, "Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the
which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, And shall
come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of
life; and th"y that have done evil, unto the resurrection of
damnation." There will be two resurrections, 8s we see from
this verse. They will, however, be separated by a thousand
years. The first resurrection will take place when Christ comes

for His saints. The righteous will be raised to meet Him in the
air. The saond resurrection will take place at the end of the
thousandTear reign of Christ, when the wicked will be raised
to be judged for their sins and then cast into eternal perdi-
tion. But as far as coming back into this present life as it is
now, Job is absolutely correct. "So man lieth down, and riseth
not: till the heavens be no more."

Verse 13 reveals Job's desire to find release from his present
suffering in the gnve, to await his resurrection. "O that Thou
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wouldest hide me in the grave, that Thou wouldest keep me
secret, unril Thy wrath be pst, that Thou wouldest appoint
me a set time, and remember me!" Job knew that his suffering
on this earth was the result of sin, not necessarily his sin but
sin in general. AII suffering is the result of sin. Thus Job was
looking to something better: release from it all through the
grave, and then the glory of the resurrection. He speaks of
God's appointirg "a set time." This is literally "a decr.Jd time."
In the decrees of God He has established a day of resurrection
for His beloved saints. I Thessalonians 4:16 says, "For the Lord
Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first."

Job further emphasizes this truth saying, "If a man die,
shall he live again? All the days of my ,pilinted rime will I
wait, till my change come." Iob ansrrered the guestion of living
again in this present life in verses lGl2: his answer is "No.i'
But for the next life, the glorified Iife in which there will be no
suffering or pain, he answers the question, 'Yes." "This is what
I am waiting for," he says, "dll my change come and till I am
delivered from this body of fesh, this dn"g, sinful, suffering
bjdy." Job was to receive a new body, as will every believ.r ,i
the time of Christ's coming for His own. The words "rppointed
time" really mean "a set time." Ah y€s, the Lord has a set time
for the Lord to return. He will not be late, nor will He be early.
The time is set. No man knows the hour, but God does, and
you may be assured that Christ will come at the appointed time.
Hebrews 10:37 sys, "For yet a little while, and He that shall
come will come, and will not tarry,"

Verse 15 seems to come to the climax of this blissful expec-
tation. 'lfhou shalt call, and I will answer Thee." Paul declares,
"For the Iord Himself shall descend from heaven . . . with
the voice of the archangel." Job will hear that voice. He will
not remain in the cold, lifeless form, but he will arise our of
sleep, with all who have believed the truth of God, to see his
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Iord face to face. He knew that his body was fearfully and

wonderfully made and that C,od did not create him to perish
as an animal. He well understood that the best was yet to come,

and that, even though he was to go back to dust, God would
recreate him. He refers to this by saying "Thou wilt have a

desire to the work of Thine hands." fob was the work o[ Crod's

hands at Creation. He would again be the work of God's hands
at the time of the rerreation, the Resurrection.

This is a blessed hope which every believer has. But for the

unbeliever, the picture is not so hopeful. Psalm 9:17 says,

"The wicked shall be turned into hell." The wicked go to hell
not because God sends them there; they go there by choice.
Th"y have either neglected or forgotten God. Jesus says in
John I I :25-26: "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that
believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And
whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Believ-

est thou this?" Have you received Christ as your Saviour and
Lord? If so, your future is far brighter than your past.

In verses 16 and 17 ]ob confesses man's trying to escape the
eye of God. "For now Thou numberest my steps: dost Thou
not watch over my sin? My transgression is sealed up in a bag,

and Thou sewest up mine iniquity." Though we are told in
the first chapter that Job "was perfect and upright, and one

that feared God, and eschewed evil," this does not mean that he
was not a sinner. Job realized his sinfulness as any righteous
man does. In fact, the closer one gets to God, the more obvious
his sins become, for he sees himself in the light of God's per-
fection. Some there are who think they are escaping the eye o[
C,od. If you are one of them, do not be deceived. In Psalm 44:21
David said of C,od, "He knoweth the secrets of the heart." God
knows all about your sin, and it may well be that the misery you
are in today is the result of unconfessed sin in your life. If you
were to get right with God and do something about your sin,
you would enjoy His wonderful peace.

In India many of the homes are built on poles and posts in
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order to protect the inhabitans from reptiles. As you pass the
houses in the morninS, you might judge the* to be very sturdy.
But coming back at night, you may discover that some- of those
homes which appeared to be durable are complete wrecks.
Why? Little white ants, that can scarcelv be seen, work them-
selves into the wood of the posts, Iiterally p"rforating ir. Stead-
ily but surely they go forward with their work until th.y have
eaten away the sEength of the supportirg posts. Then sud-
denly a gende wind will blow the home to the ground.

Sin works in a similar manner. V"ry often it may be some
little thing in the life that seems guite insignificant. It is ig-
nored day in and d.y out. We say to ourselves, 'Well, it isft
much. I can grr. it up any time I want." Suddenly we find that
it has practically destroyed any spiritual concern or interest we
may have had. It was just a little thing which we did nor think
to be very much. C,od says in kchariah 4:10, "For who hath
despised the d.y of small things?" God is concerned about
small things, and especially small sins. Usually small sins will
become big sins. That is *hy we must deal with all sin. The
Christian should confess sin immediately. I John I :9 says, "If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

How should the unsaved deal with their sin? Turn to
Christ and claim the victory of Calvary. That is the only pos-
sible way to deal with sin. Yes, be sure, as Iob says, God
watches over our sins, He knows all about them, "My transgres-
sion is sealed up in a brg." The Bible further states, "The soul
that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezekiel 18:20).

Job continues to lament the uselessness of life, that is, the
life which we now live, by saying, "surely the mountain fall-
irg cometh to nought, and the rock is removed out of his place.
The waters wear the stones: Thou washest away the things
which grow out of the dust of the earth; and Thou destroyest
the hop" of man." The mountains become stones and the stones
finally become dust. Everything seems to crumble, even as the
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body gFovlrs older and eventually g*s into the grave. It all looks

very hopeless as lob presents it here. Then he says, 'Thou pre-
vailest for ever against him." That is, God by His superior
power and strength prevails against rnan. Soon man passes into
the grave. And though our children be advanced in life, even

that will not mean anything to us in the grave. "His sons come
to honour, and he knoweth it not; and th"y are brought low,
but he perceiveth it not of them." The concludirg verse gives
us the agonizing picture of death: "But his fesh upon him
shall have pain, and his soul within him shall mourn." He
mourns as he leaves his loved ones.

Job has grven us in these verses a very dismal picture of life.
Yet there are many who live in this manner. These last 5 verses

of Job l+ describe perfectly many lives in this world today.

Th.y are miserable, unhappy, without the blessing of God, be-

cause th.y don't know Christ. Jesus said in ]ohn 10:10, "I am

come that th"y might have li[e." In describing this Iife He uses

the word "abundant" which means full, enriched with the drily
blessing of C,od. David said in Psalm 37 223, "The steps of a

good man are ordered by the Lonp: and He delighteth in his
way." Further in Psalm 16: ll he says, "Thou wilt shew me the
path of life: in Thy presence is fulness of joy; at Thy right
hand are pleasures for evermore."

Life need not be as Job describes it. It can be full of blessing

and happiness. That does not mean that you will not have

trials and testings, but you will have the joy of the Lord in your
heart even though you may be surrounded with hardships. This
all begins by a new-birth experience. lret me ask Iou, have you
really been born again? I do not mean, are you a church mem-
ber, or are you doing nice things for others, or are you living a

good life? I psxn-fuave you really met God by believing on

Christ and by receiving Him into your heart?
Sir J*o Simpon discovered chloroform in 1864. He was

a great doctor in Edinburgh, and made other discoveries in
medicine which have helped many a poor sufferer, but chloro-
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form was his greatest medical discovery. Once he was asked,
"Po y9,, think anyone has ever made a greater discov ery than
chloroform?"

"Yesr" he said r "l have made a greater discovery myself."
"Really? What was thar?" asked the inquirer.
"The discovery that Jesus Christ was my own Saviour." Sir

James Simpson was thirty-five when he discovered the use of
chloroform; he was fifty before he made the greater discov€rt,
and it was always a regret to him that he had nor made it
sooner.

It could be that you have not made this discovery as yet in
your own life. Christ died for you, and rose again, that you
might have everlasting life. Oh, receive Him at this mornenr.
You need Him. You cannot face life alone. Without Him, life
is just as Job has described ig hsrc'-hopeless and meaningless.
Take Jesus Christ into your life and you will find that hf; will
take on a whole new meaning. It will be joyous and thrilling
with Christ in your heart.
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Er.rpnez rHE TsrvrArrrrrE is quick to reply to God's servant.
You will notice in this chapter that Eliphaz strikes very hard at

Job. Because Crod's suffering servant did not receive the advice
of his would-be comforters with praise and adulation, Eliphaz,
filled with pride, replied with bitterness in his heart.

First of all, Job is charged with foolishness. He had the repu-
tation of being a wise man, but Eliphaz asks, "Should a wise
man utter vain knowledge, and fill his belly with the east wind?
Should he reason with unprofitable talk? or with speeches

wherewith he can do no g*d?" Proud Eliphaz, rather than a&
mit his own guilt, becomes more stern with lob, accusing him
of offerirg mere talk without reason. The "east wind" was most
destructive in that regron. ]oHs speech was likened unto the
east wind, destmctive rather than helpful. Eliphaz asks,

"Should he reason with unprofitable talk?" "Llnprofitable talk"
is really "evil talk." It is somethirg all of us must be on guard
against continuously. The Lord Jesus said in Matthew l2z3i
37, "But I say unto lou, That every idle wo,rd that men shall

t20
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1P.+, th.y shall give account thereof in the d"y of judgment.

fot bI ,hy words thou shalt be justified, and by thy words thou
shalt be condemned." How essential that believ.rr speak edify-
itg wor&, words that honor Christ and bear witn&s ro Him
among their friends.

In one of the Virginia campaigns, General [.f. S. Grant and
his staff were gathered around the fire one evening in a country
farmhouse. The officers were telling stories. Presently one of
them said, "I have a good story to iell," and to indicate what
was coming, he added , "I think there are no ladies here."

"No, but there are gentlemen here," Creneral Grant quietly
remarked. The story was not told. C,od says in Ephesians 4:29,
"Let no corrupt communication proceed out of yo,rr mouth,
but that which is good to the use of edifying, 

-that 
it may

minister grace unto the hearers."
Eliphaz accuses Job funher of being impious: 'Thou castest

off fear, and restrainest prayer before C,od." This was a dan-
gerous attack indeed. How did Eliphaz know that Iob did not
pray? How did he know that Iob did not respecr and revere
God? We cannot judge others in this light; God is the ]udge.
Of course, anyone who does not respect and honor God is th"
Ioser, and he who does not pray is certainly living a life devoid
of much of the blessing of God. In Matthew 7:1 Jesus taught
that we must ask Him for all things. If we do, He ers, "It shau
be given you." If we do not ask, we shall not receive. How
much of God's blessing we miss because we do not take the
time to pray and wait on Him. I am sure Iob must have been a
rnan 9f prayet, even though his critics refused to Sve him the
benefit of the doubt.

Eliphaz attempts to prove Job's prayerlessness and lack of
resPect f9r God by sayinSt "For thy mouth uttereth thine iniq-
uity, and thou choosest the tongue of the cafty." Eliphaz i;
correct in his assumption that the tongue is a good index for
one's beliefs and attirudes. One who is not a man of prayer will
certainly have litde control of his tongue. Not only wili he of-
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fend and disrurb others, he will bring much trouble upon him-
self by the things he says. This is why it is so important that
one be saved and know Christ, permitting Christ to live
through him so as to control every phase of living, includirrg
the tongue. "Thine own mouth condemneth thee, and not I:
ye", thine own lips testify against thee," oyt Eliphaz.

Next we see that Eliphaz becomes very sarcastic. He ques-
tions the wisdom of lob, asking, "Art thou the first man that
was born?" That is, "Did you live before us? Do you know
more than we do?" Then he asks, "\Mast thou made before the

hills?" In other words, "Are you God, the Creator, that you
know so much?" "Hast thou heard the secret of God?" He won-
ders, "Do you have some inner counsel with the Divine that
you can talk to us the way you do?" Like the other friends,
Eliphaz claimed that Job was a faulry, errirrg human, dese*it g

of his suffering. Thus in questioning Job's wisdom he asks,

"What knowest thou, that we know not? what understandest
thou, which is not in us?"

Eliphaz's presumptuous pride is further seen in his next
statement. 'With us are both the grayheaded and very aged

men, much elder than thy father." He claims to have the voice

of experience on his side. He is saying to lob, '\Me know more

than you do," intimatirrg that all the fathers of the faith were of
the same opinion as the comforters. This was easily said but
not so easily proved. One's age does not always make him an

authority. It is regrettable how many older people, livin g at this
moment and standing on the threshold of eternity, have never
glven defrnite consideration as to where th"y will qpend eter-
nity. Regarding spiritual matters, th.y are as little children,
without understandirg. If such should be your case, before it is
too late turn to Christ. Receive the Saviour into your heart. Re-

pent and ttun to Him, for the Word of God declares in Ezekiel
l8:?fi, 'nThe soul that sinneth, it shall die." Hear God's Word!
He means what He says. Both ]ob and his comforters may be

lacking in wisdom, but the Bible says in James 3:17, "But the
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wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
and eTy to be intreated, full of mircy and good fruits, rnitho,rt
p_artialiry, and without hypocrisy." The wisdom of the Word of
God is tnrth.

Looking at verses ll-13 of chapter 15 we read, "Are the con-
solations of God small with theel is there any secret thing wirh
thee? Why doth thine heart carry thee away? and what Io thy
gyes wink tt, That thou flrrnest thy spirit againsr C,od, and
Iettest such words go out of thy mouth?'tl can understand why
Job would not gtve attention to the words of his comforrers,
but there is no excuse for any of us to turn from the wisdom
of God. Maybe yo! EIre a Christian and God is rryirg to Iead
you into some path of usefulness. You have been iebellirg
a_gainst His will, or perhaps you are practicing some secret sin.
You are turning 

Sgainst God, you are Ietting Hir words go out
of your mouth. Oh, ChristioD, get right wiih C,od before it is
too late.

Eliph?, conrinues his amack by saying that Job's attempr ro
justify himself was unreasonable: '"\Mhar is man, thai he
should be clean? and he which is born of a wornan, that he
should be righteous?" What Eliphaz is saying here is rme:
there are no perfect humans. However, Job did rrot declare that
he was perfect; he admitted his sin and guilr. On the other
hand, he had been redeemed by faith; he had rmsred in the
cleansirg power of God, he was a saved sinner. Isaiah &:5 de-
clares, "But we ate all as an unclean thing, and all our right-
eousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as a leaf; and
our iniqyities, Iike the wind, have taken us away," We are all
marked by sin. We are all condemned to eternal hell. But the
moment we trust in the living Christ, our sins are blotted out
and we are made clean. Only God can do this, because only
God c?n perform miracles.

In verse t 5 we see that even the worls of creation are corr-
taminated by sin. "The heavens are not clean in His sight."
This is what Paul tells us in Romans 8 222: "For we lcnow that
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the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together
until now." All of creation awaits the return of Christ, when
everything will b" p.t in order and all will be made right. No-
tice further in this verse that even the saints of God are not to
be trusted, according to Eliphaz. How important that we real-
ize this. Those who have been purchased with the blood of
Christ are still living within the bounds of sinful fesh. We
cannot tnrst ourselves. Only as we permit Christ to have first
place and to control us, can we expect any degree of blessing
and success. Man is not safe with himself; he needs the power
of God at work in his life. Notice the utter sinfulness of man as

seen in the next verse, "How much more abominable and filthy
is man, which drinketh iniquity like water?" As a thirsty man
gulps down water to quench his thirst, so rran loves sin and
the pleasures of sin. Without the restraining force of Christ
within he cannot possibly conquer sin.

Having reproved Job sharply for the speech he had just
given, Eliphaz presents his old argument once again, that suF
fering is the result of sin, and because Job is suffering, he must
be a wicked hypocrite. He starts out by saying, "I will shew
thee, hear me; and that which I have seen I will declare." He is
suggesting that he will show him that which is worth hearing
and not give so much unprofitable talk. One thing we notice
about Eliphaz is that he was always willing to condemn the
other fellow but never willing to face up to his own sin. In fact,
he doesn't seem to give any intimation that he had any sin. This
is a most pathetic position-self*ufficiency, self-righteousness,
self-justification so many are like this.

In verse 20 Eliphaz states his philosophy once again. 'The
wicked man travaileth with pain all his days, and the number
of years is hidden to the oppressor." What he is saying here is
absolutely tnte, but his intimation that Job was sufferirrg be-

cause he was a sinner was definitely wrong. Certainly "the
wicked man travaileth with pain all his days." Proverbs 13:15
says, "Good understanding Sveth favour: but the way of trans-
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gressors is hard." Yes, the way of transgressors is a hard way.
He who chooses to reject the Lord arrdlive in the way of the
flesh is a miserable man. Sin does not bring happin.*r. It can-
not, for sin is the transgression of the law of G;a. Can a man

P" h.PPy.breaking the law of God? Absolutely not! Someone
has said, "Sin puts hell into the soul, and the soul into hell."
That is about all we ..1 say for sin. Sin does not pay.Well,
Y€s, it does, in a sense. It pays wages; the Bible gy* 'thq 

are
,h1 Y.g.: of death. But it does not pay the *"g", if blessing
and jol. Praise God, the Bible ss).s, 'rBut where"sin abounded
grace did much more abound" (Ro*ans 5:2A). There is ,;
reason for anyone to Iive in sin, for the grace of God is suffi-
cient to forgive all sin if only the sinner will turn to Christ.

There is a peculiar tree of remarkable beauty found in the
West Indies. The fruit that it bears is also most attractive. It is
beautiful to the eye and has a ftagrant smell, but when earen, it
qroduces certain death. The juice of this fruit is so deadly that
the Indiant diP their arrows in it to poison their enemies when
they wound them. It is remarkable that wherever this ftee
grows, there is always found, not far from it, a plant, the juice
of which counteracts the poison of the tree.

Is this not ? picture of the grace of God) Man may be
steePed in sin, but the Word gives C,od's wonderful invitation:
"Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his
thoughts: and let him return unto the Lono, 

""a 
He will have

mercy uPon him; and to our C-d, for He will abundanfly par-
don" (Isaiah 55:7). At this very moment you may be living ,"
dee_p :it. Take Christ-into your life and He wiil forgive ''yo,

and cleanse you (l John l:9).
Now look at some of the alarming statements Eliph az makes

concernirg the wicked man, the one who has rrot turned to
God in repentance. "A dreadful sound is in his ears: in pros-
perity the lestroyer shall come upon him." He seems to have no
rest. He is- harangru:| by a guilt complex, knowing that the
destroYet, death, shall soon come uporr him and there will be
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no hop.. The future offers nothing better. "He believeth not
that he shall return out of darkness, and he is waited for of the
sword. He wandereth abroad for bread, safng, Where is it? he
knoweth that the d.y of darkness is ready at his hand. Trouble
and anguish shall make him afraid; they shall prevail against

him, as a kirg ready to the battle."
The deceitful man, the dishonest man, who seems to be en-

jo)org prospeity, lives a life filled with trouble and anguish.
One thing after another seems to follow his step wherever he
goes. He drives thousands of miles to take a vacation, but sadly

enough, when he reaches his destination he is as miserable as

ever. It is all because of sin. He blames it on his nerves, when
in realiry it is a heart condition, a heart out of tune with God.
"He strercheth out his hand against Crod," Eliphaz says, "and
strengtheneth himself against the Almighty." He resists God.
The [ord tries to speak to him but he will not grve in. He per-
sists in his sin. "He runneth upon Him, even on his neck, upon
the thick bosses of his bucklers." He is striving with his Maker,
living in direct opposition to His teachings as th"y are pre-
sented in the Word of God. He ries to hide in his own in-
genuity. "Because he covereth his face with his fatness, and
maketh collops of fat on his flanlcs."

Could this be a description of you? Have you been resist-

irg the Lord? Crod has been qpeaking to your heart for days,

but you have been turning your face from Him. It may be that
at this moment He has you fat on your back, that you might
think before it is too late. Hear His voice! He is not an angry
judge, pursuirg you for your evil. He is a God of love and
grace. In Jeremiah 3l :3 He declares, "I have loved thee with
an everlasting love." He has loved you even though you have
deqpised Him. Why not let Him show you what He can do
for you? Why not let Him prove to you what real life is? Take
Christ into your heart. Believe on Him as the Son of the Eter-
nal God. The dryr will become brighter, your load of sorrow

and care will become lighter. Christ is the answer.
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_- 
I1 speaking further of the rebellious nature o[ the wicked,

Eliphaz says, "He dwelleth in desolate ciries, and in houses
which no man inhabiteth, which are ready to become heaps.
He shall not be rich, neither shall his iubstance conrinu€,
neither shall he prololg the perfection thereof upon the earth."
Here is a picture of the co*irrg calamity on those who appear
to be secure because of their tmst in temporal things. Tr'ii ,-
minds me of the rich fml of Luke 12. H; had so *ir"h wealth
he did not know what to do with it.

"what shall I do," he asks, "because I have no room where
to bestow my fruits?" Then he answers himself: "This will I
do: I will pull down my barns, and build grearer; and there
will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. A"I I will say to my
soul, Soul, thou hast rnuch goods Uia up for many y."rr; take
thine ease, eat, drink, and bi mern1." But sudde"li fre heard a
voice. It was the voice of God salnng, "Thou fool, tlris night thy
soul shall h- t"quired of thee: then *hor" shall those thiigs b;,
which thou hast provided)"

Filhlz's words, "He shall nor be rich," apply so well to this
rich fool. He was rich at the moment, bui *h.t about after
death? He became a pa_uper for all eterniry, for God says in
I Timothy 6:7, "For we brought nothing into this world, arrd it
is certain we can carry nothing out." How important it is for a
man or a woman to be rich toward C_rod.

In Neuz Cy"W"dyof Prose lllustrations, Ailaptd to Chris-
tian Teachi?g, EIon Foster tells that about rwo hundred years

1L the _to1b of the great conqueror Charlemagne was operred.
The sight the workmen saw was startling. ThJre was hi; body
in a sitting position, clothed in the *oit elaborate of ki"gly
garmeDB, with a scepter in his bony hand. On his knee thJrl
l:y ? New Testament, with a cold, Iifeless finger pointing to
Mark 8:36, "For what- shall it profit a man, if hI shall gain"the
whole world, and lose his own soul?,,

If one could enjoy all this world has to offer, such as vasr
human wisdom, riches, high position, friends, and honor, even
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to the place of being a ruler or potentate, what profit would
there be if he were not washed in the preious blood of Christ?
Riches cannot bring security, but many wicked people think
th.y can and are placing all their confidence and trust in un-
certain riches.

Eliphaz continues by saying, "He shall not depart out of
darkness." That is, he shall not escape calamiry. "The flame
shall dry up his branch€s." This refers to his children; doubt-
Iess th.y will duplic ate the ways of their parents. They, too,
shall be impoverished because of sin. "And by the breath of
His mouth shall he go away." This is God's mouth. The sinner
must be judged for his sin. If he was not willing to face Christ
as Saviour on this earth, he must some day face Him as Judge
in eternity. And then after j.rdgpent, what? Matthew 25:41
is dear: 'ofhen shall He say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels." In verse 46 we read, "And these shall
go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into
life eternal." No man will escape the judgment of God. If he is
in Christ, he will be revyarded for his labors. If he has never
received Christ, h. must be judged with eternal separation
from God. There is no other escape.

"I*t not him that is deceived trust in vanity: for vanity
shall be his recomp€ns€," Eliphaz tells us. Vaniry refers to that
which is unsubstantial. Do not trust in the unsubstantial
things. Tmst in Him who is eternal. If one does not trust in
the [ord, we read that, "It shall be accomplished before his
time, and his branch shall not be green" ( 15 :32). "It" refers to
the tree to which the wicked is being compared. His life, as

suggested in verse 31, will be cut off because of sin. The sinner
lives on dangerous ground, for at any time his soul may be
snatched from him and his body will become a lifeless co{pse.
That is why it is so i*pottant to be ready to meet Christ, to
be prepared, ready to die. God says in Amos 4:l2, "Prepare to
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meet thy God." Of course, the only thing anyone can do to
prepare is to receive the Son of God into his heart.

Eliphaz says further, "He shall shake off his unripe grape as

the vine, and shall cast ofl his fower as the olive." Here we see

a fruitless life portrayed. Indeed, the sinner's life is fruitless.
This is described so well in the first Psalm where we are told
of the blessed or the h"ppy man, who is contrasted with the
ungodly or the wicked man. Take time to read the first Psalm.
Which one o[ the two men would you like to be? How could
anyone reject the upward call, to be the kind of man that "shall
be Iike a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth
his fruit in his season," with the assurance that "his leaf also
shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper"
(Psalm I :3). This is the only kind of life to live. How can it
be lived? O"ly through the power of Jesus Christ at work in
our lives.

There are many posing as followers of Crod. They go to
church; they sing in the choir. Some of them teach Sunday
school; they are active on church boards. But many of them
are hy?o.rites, underneath the outward garments is abominable
wickedness. We read of them in Job 15: 3*35: "For the con-
gregation of hypocrites shall be desolate, and fire shall consume
the tabernacles of bribery. They conceive mischief, and bring
forth vaniry, and their belly prepareth deceit." Even though
they appear to be righteous, out of their innennost being comes
only wicked thoughts and vain imaginations. Though th.y
are religious, th"y have never had a real heart experience
with God. So many arc in this category. They arc even on the
church rolls. You may be one of ,them.

Now Eliphaz said all this about Job, but he was wrong. He
was not wrong in what he had to say in this most complete
and detailed description of the wicked rnan, but he was wrong
in appl)nng it to God's seryant. He was misjudgng a tme, sin-
cere child of God. It is better that we look into our own hearts
rather than into someone else's.
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Goo's rEsrED sEnvAryr makes another reply to Eliphaz. He be-

grns by accusing Eliphaz of being repetitious, saying, "I have

heard many such things." Eliphaz seerns to be saying the same

thing over and over again. Of course, repetition is oftentimes

worth while in teaching, but Job's friends seem to have one

theory which they recite again and again. Th.y fail to offer any

solution to the problem, so Job declares, "Miserable comforters

are ye all." The word "miserable" here means "burdensome"

or "annolorrg." Th.y were disturbitg comforters which, of
course, made them no comforters at all. Th.y offered no help

to alleviate the affiictioo, but by their constant reciting of con-

demnation th"y made Job's burden heavier.

Next Iob asks, "Shall vain words have an end? or what em-

boldeneth thee that thou ansrverest?" Indeed, it would be well
if vain words never had a beginnirrg. But lob was so wearied

by the constant reprorirg that he hoped their words would end

soon. "\Mhy do you k*p answering?" Job asks. 'You say noth-

irg when you speak."

r30
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Further, C,od's servant sa)xsr "I also could spealc as ye do: if

your soul were in my soul's stead, I could heap up words
against y_o.r, and shake mine head at you." It is an easy thing
t, trample on those that are down. Indeed, this is what Jobt
friends were doing. Job reminded them thar, if th.y were
in his predicament, it would take no thought for him to do the
same and to give them the Eeatrnent th.y were grving him.

In verse 5 he informs them that, if such rvir th" case, he
would be very careful of his speech. "But I would strengthen
you with TL mouth, and the moving of my lips would ,sJ*rge
your gnef." Job is exemplifyin g a C,od-honoring atritude. What
he said is so needful in our d.y. It is 

""r), 
to condeuln

our brother, to see his faults, and to be critical. Those who
know the [ord are to be Ioving and kind. God says in Romans
14:10, "Bu_t why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou
set at nought ty brother? for we shall all stand befoie the j.df
ment seat of Christ." Usually when someone is extremely-criti-
cal of another, he has faws in his own life, yet he does not see
his own faults as he pours forth jrdggrent upon his Christian
brother. Well, the d"y is coming, Grd tells .r, when we shall
all stand before the iudgment seat of Christ. And be sure, rhar
will be true judgm.rrt. drr j.rdgfrent is often faulry be.gse we
do not have all the facts. But no rnan can hide from the eye of
God; He sees everythirrg. He knows the beginni.g from the
end.

It has been said that a person who kicks conrinually soon
Ioses his balance. There seem to be many, even among Chris-
tians, who are always finding fault. If *. knew all th'. facts,
none of us would be so critical of others. We often set our-
selves up as self-appointed judges, Iike Job's three friends, and
severely condemn those about us, when our knowledge of all
the facts is totally inadeguate. If we only knew all the circum-
stances, w€ would praise and not condemn.

A man went to the barbershop to get a shoeshine. The boy
who polished his shoes was slow with his work. Exasperated,



132 Living Patbntly

the man spoke to him harshly, whereupon the boy looked up
at him with tear-filled eyes.

"Excuse mer" said the man, now contrite. 'I didn't mean to

hurt you."
"It is not that, Sir, which causes these tears. Th"y were there

already. You see, my Mother died last night and I am here
this morning only because I am trynng to earn enough to buy a

small bouguet of flowers to go on her grave. My eyes were so

frUed with tears I could hardly * your shoes. That's the reason

I am so slow."
Of course, the rnan was condemned in his own heart. If he

had only known the situatior, he would have acted differetttly.
If you and I knew all the facts, we would be Iess critical and
more sympathetic. And be sure, w€ would also be happier. We
need to pray &ily that God will grr" us the understanding
nature of Christ. I think of those verses in Hebrews 4: 15-16,

"For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with
the feeling of our infrrmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin. Iet us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and 6nd
grace to help in time of need."

Our lord is always touched with the feeling of our infirmi
ties. He understands what we are going through, He knows
all about our heartaches. We need to pray that C,od will give us

an understanding spirit as we deal with those around us. Some-

times we ate unkind and harsh to those who love us mct. Oh,
that we might open our hearts to the love of God, that we may

not be critical and censorious. Iob said, if the situation were

reversed and you were in my shoes, I would "strerrgthen you
with my mouth, md the moving of my Iipo should asswage

your gnef." When you qpeak, do you help others? Do you lift
them up? Do you encourage thern? Or are your words shaqp and
disrurbing? In Colossians 4:6 C'od sIs, "Let your speech be

alway with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know how
ye ought to answer every marr.' "Alway with grace, seasoned
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with salt." Is this how you speak? Do your words honor Christ?

P: they_ help your fallen brother? Do they make his burden
lighpr? We need to ask C,od to guard our iipr that our speech
might exalt Christ. I am convinced that Christians sin more
with their Iips $rt with any other part of their body. How
important it is that we be surrendered to the control of Christ.

Child of God, have you been sinning with your lips? Con-
fess to the lord. Let Him fill you with-Himseif. Perlaps you
are not a child of God. You thought you were, but because of
your manner of speech you are doubtful. Maybe you need a real
heart_ elperience with Christ. Why not ask Him to come into
your heart now? Get this thing settled. C,ome ro the lordl Only
He can 

_giYe you victory over an unruly and uncontrolled

longu_e. God is able, but He works through the power of His
Son. Let Him come into your heart. Dorr't try to do better,
don't -q to parch up the old life. This will do no good. Even
your _b"t, is far from being good enough. You rr""J Christ in
Igrt h_eart. He is the only one who .* Sve victory over sin.
He is the only one who can enable us to please God.

In verse 6 Job says, "Though I speak, my grief is not as-
swaged: {rd though I forbear, what am I eased?" Here Job
seems to be about as bitter in his complaint as in any part of
the book. He is not quite sure whether he should r.prlg his
feelinS or exPress them completely. But in this verse he tells us
he has tried both ways and found help from neither. "Though
I speak, ty grief is not asswaged: and though I forbear, wh-at
am I eased)" If Job told his friends how he felt, they criticized
him for it. If he refused to give vent to his feelings, then he
became depressed and discouraged. Oh, how deep *rr the sor-
row of God's senrant.

C,onsider Job's complaint. "But now He hath made me
weary:" _Hit children were snatched from him, his riches dsap
peared, his body \ilas broken, and as the days passed he bec"*
more and more weary. All seemed so hopeless and useless. Have
you ever felt this way? I am sure you have. But, be sure, we are
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never alone. The Lord J.s.r said in Matthew 28:2A, "Lo, I
am with you dway, even unto the end o[ the world." If fu
be for us, who can be against us? You may be sure, if you are

on the Lord's side, C,od is for you. He has not forsaken you.

Job goes on to eI, 'Thou hast made desolate all my com-
pany." He recalled the days when many friends came to his
home, when th"y sat around his table and had wonderful fel-
lowship. Now he has no friends. Those who seemed to be his
friends were provoking him to wrath. More than this, his body
was nothing but skin and bones. "And Thou hast filled me

with vrrrinkles, which is a witness against me: and my leanness

rising up in me beareth witness to my face." His face was fur:-

rowed because of his sickness. He had become so thin and ema-

ciated that his bones were protnrdirrg. These, h. said, are "wit-
nesses against me." Th.y were witnesses to Crod's displeasure

toward him, and such witnesses as his friends chose to use as a

reproach against him.
In addition to all this, Job spoke of his enemy, saying, "He

teareth me in his wrath, who hateth me: he gnasheth upon me

with his teeth; mine enemy sharpeneth his eyes upon me."

Who is this enemy of whom he speaks? It would seem that
he is referring to Eliphaz, who had just gnashed upon God's

servant once again with thoughtless criticisrn. But beyond
Eliphaz, Iob must have had Satan in mind. Primatily his €D-

counter was with Satan. Satan was Job's worst enemy. He hated
and despised Iob because of Job's love for God. We read of
Satan in I Peter 5:8, 'Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour." You may be

sure he was out to devour ]ob, but Iob was under the protective
care of God.

Job continues his speech by complaining of the abusiveness

of his friends. "They have gaped upon me with their mouth;
th"y have smitten me upon the cheek reproachfully; th"y have

gathered themselves together against me." I am sure you have

already recogniznd Job, in several verses in this chapter, os a
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tyPe of Christ. This likeness is portrayed wonderfully in this
chapter._ Verse l0 seems to be moit descriptive of Christ's treat-
ment followir-g ,!. Gethsemane experierri.: "They have gaped
uPon me with their mouth; they have smitten me ,po1 tfr.
cheek reProachfully; they have gathered themselves iogether
against me."

Job tells us further that, rather than being withdrawn from
the ungodly and being protected from them, he was delivered
to them: "God hath delivered me to the ungodly, and turned
me over into the hands of the wicked." Again, this seerrs
prophetic of the Lord Jesus, who was delivered for our offenses.
But rememb.t, His enemies could have had no power at all
against Him were it not glven to them. Christ w"s delivered
into wicked hands to be cmcified and slain by the determinare
counsel and foreknowledge of God.

Iob reminds us that his trials, though brought about by the
enemy, were directed by God. "l was at ease, but He'hath
broken me asunder: He hath also taken me by my neck, and
shaken me to pieces, and set me up for His mark. His archers
c_omPass me round about, He cleaveth my reins asunder, and
doth not spare; He poureth out my gall upon the ground. He
breatr<eth me with breach upon breaih; H; *rrrr"th upon me
like- a giant." Job knew that he was being susrained- by his

_mighty C,od; though the [,ord's jrdgrrrenrs were severe, ]ob
knew that they were rendered in mercy.

Consider again the Lord Jesus Christ as He is seen in these
verses. We can understand why C,od permitted this to come
into Job's life. He was a sinner like the-rest of us. Though we
deserve these things t let we complain. But the same judfinent,
and even worse, was poured out upon God's only Son, t lro did
no sin, who knew no sin, and in whom there was no sin. Christ
was chosen to be Crod's sacrifice for sin. He was to pour out
His blood, not for any sin of His, but for yours and mine. Here
is a picture of Cod's great sacrifice, of which we read in Z e-6.
rinthians 5:2l, "God . . . hath made Him to be sin for us,
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who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in Him."

It may be that you are one who has never experienced the

new birth. What Christ did on the cross, He did for you. Your

respectability, your benevolent spirit, your consideration of
others , are not enough to save you. Christ died for your sins.

One time I was speaking to a young lady about her soul's

salvation. She admiti.a that she was not a Christialr.
"Were you to dier" I said, "you would be lost forever."
"Oh, Do," she replied , "I feel like God would give me a sec-

ond chance." I pointed out to her that nowhere in the Bible
is zuch a thing stated.

Do not gamble on what is not written in the Word. While
you are living, God gives you thousands of chances to come to

Christ. But after you die, there are no more chances. To die

without respondirg to the opportunity to receive Christ is un-

pardonable: you have sinned against the Holy Spirit, yol
h.r" rejected God's beloved Son. The Bible tells us for such

sin there is no forgiveness.
Next we come to verse 15 where Job says, 'I have sewed

sackcloth upon my skin, and defrled my horn in the dust." Sack-

cloth denotes a mournirrg gannent, and the horn was an emblem

of power. Job says his horn is in the dust, suggestit g his present

humiliation in contrast to his former greatness. Eliphaz had

condemned Iob as being high and haughty, but iust the oP
posite was rrue, accordirrg to Job; the dust was good enough for
him.

Further he said, "My face is foul with weeping, and on my

eyelids is the shadow of death." Here is another pic_rure of
Christ, the Man of sorrows, acguainted with gTref. This Pic-
ture continues in verse 17, where Iob reminds us that his suf-

fering was "not for any injustice" of his own hand. Further he

assures us that his "prayer is pure." That is, he had met the con-

ditions for effectual prayer. As far as he knew, his conscience

did not reveal any serious sin in his life. He would be the first
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one to admit that he was a sinner, but comparing himself to
other men, he probably was better than most of them. He had
a conscience void of offense toward all men, nor had he done
any wrong to his fellow men. His suffering was not for any
injustice "of his own hands." His conscience was void of offense
toward God-his prayq was pure. No one's prayer can be pure
as long as there is known sin in the life. Here is a further por-
trayal of Christ. He died not for any injustice in His own
hands. Likewise, there was nothing between the Father and the
Son, His prayer was pure.

Job was in earnest. He was desirous that there be nothing in
his heart displeasing to God. "O earth, cover not thou my blood,
and let my qy have no place." He wanted everything brought
out into the light. If there was any trace of sin in his heart, he
wanted it revealed. "Cover not thou my blood."

He assures us, on the ground of C,od's knowledge, that his
heart was clean. "Also now, behold, my witness is in heaven,
and my record is on high." God, who keeps all the records,
is the Judge. Eliph az was not the judge-4od was. Because of
this, Job felt a sense of security in the fact that he was well-
pleasing in the eyes of the Lord.

Job was cefiain of his sure refuge in his God. "My frien&
scorn me: but mine eye poureth out tears unto Cild." What a

blessed privilege we have. Even though we are rnisunder-
stood by those who are supposed to be our friends, w€ have
direct access to God. We can pour out all our troubles to
Him.

Perhaps at this moment you feel as if your world were crum-
bling. Oh, Iook up, pour out your tears to God. He knows all
about your heartaches, He knows all about your problems. In
fact, He even knows the number of your tears. In Psalm 56:8
we read, "Thou tellest my wanderirrgp: put Thou my tears into
Thy bottle: are th.y not in Thy book?" Yes, C,od knows every
tear that is shed. He loves you. He is able to care for you. Maybe
you have been asking God *hy you must suffer as you
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do. Would it really console us if all our'Whys" were answered?
Why the child had to meet that deadly virus and why he could
not fight it off? Why the road was wet just where you skidded
and why you were on that curve at the fatal moment? If we had
scientific and philosophical e4planations for all our bruising
questions, would that comfort us?

The child is not comforted by b"irg told why his toy broke
or why his finger hurts when it is pinched in the car door. He
is really comforted by feeling that his mother loves him and
that she can do something about it. In this business of living,
we are all children with litde minds and not very great wisdom.
But God has gone to the gpeat trouble to assure us that He
loves us: He has gone the length of Calvary. Today He reminds
us again in Jeremiah 3l:3r"I have loved thee with an everlast-
irrg love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee."

Weep not, dear child of God. Trust the Lord! He will not
fail you. What is your need? Finances?

Your Father is rich in houses and land,
He holdeth the wealth of the world in His handl
Of rubies and diamonds, of silver and gold,
His coffers are full; He has riches untold.

Psalm 50: l0 tells us, "For every beast of the forest is Mine,
and the cattle upon a thousand hills." Further, in verse 12 God
sys, "If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is
Mine, and the fulness thereof." Surely God can provide for
you. He promises in Philippians 4:19 that He will: "But my
God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory
by Christ Jesus." Don't weep! Sorrow not. Trust C,od. Every
need will be provided as you wait on Him and believe Him.

Job continues his speech by sayinS, "O that one might plead
for a man with God, as a man pleadeth for his neighbour!" In
other words, as a man pleads for his neighbor at the bar of jus-

tice in the courtroorn, Iob is asking for someone to plead his
case before God. Praise the Lord, we lcnow who that One is. It
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is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ, "For there is one g,gd,
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus"(l Timothy 2:5). Christ is our goberween. He reaches down
to us, but He also approaches the Father and pleads our cause.

In the closing 
_verse of this chapter Job r.yi, 'oltrIhen a few

years are come, then I shall go the way whence I shall not re-
tunl." Job knew well that his broken and suffering bdy, that
pained him so, would soon be placed in the grounX to gL back
to dust. But he knew also that his soul *or,rld go ro i b"tt.t
c_ountry. He Possessed the certainry th.t he *orld see His Re-
deemer. Wh at a wonderful hope we have in Christ, that death
is not the end! We read in Psalm l15:15, "Precious in the sight
of the Lono is the death of His saints." Can death be ir"-
cious? Yes, when we know Christ, for the Bible tells us that
when we di., ry. g9 to be with Him immediately. In Philippians
l:23 Paul said, "For I am in a strait betrvixt two, ha"i"g a
desire to depart, and to be with Christ; which is far betdr."
Indeed, it is far better, far better than anythirg you and I have
ever elperienced.

When death comes to you, where will you go? Not everyone
will go to be with Christ-only those who have received i{im
as Saviour and Lord in this hf;. In Amos 4:12 we read, '?re-
pare to megt thy God." The only preparation you can make,
and the only Preparation God demands, is that 

-Christ 
become

yo$ Saviour and Lord. If you die without Christ, you must go
to hell. The Bible declares this. The Bible is God's Word; it-is
the voice of authority.

- PerhaPs thg Holy Spirit has been speaking to you. You have
bey 

-8drg 
tlrough_some time of great trial .rrd tragedy. C,od

is dealirg with you. Do not harden your heart againsithi [ord.
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Io, @NTrNuEs Hrs REpLy to his three so-called comforters. In
verse I he speaks as a d)^t g rtan, saying, "MI breath is cor-

rupt, my days are extinct, the graves are ready for me." This
reminds me of Paul's words in 2 Timothy 4:G8: "For I am now

ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I
have fought a good fight, I have frnished *y course, I have kept

the faith: Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of right-
eousn€ss, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall grrt me at

that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love

His appearirg." Iob was a sick man; Paul was an old man. Both

expected death very soon. Usually when one is in either of

these two conditions, death seems very near. But we are all dy-

irg men and dying women<ne need not be sick or old. That
is why it is so important to be ready to meet C'od at Ty
time. We are ready only as we know Christ in the heart. Were

we to rely upon our few paltry good works, w€ would never be

ready.
If we have received Christ, then we ought to be busy for

t40
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Him, serving Him, realizingthat death is not tar away for any
of us. What Job said applies to each and every one of us, "the
graves are ready for me." Thus, if you are a believtr, you ought
to be living for one purpose only: that o[ reaching lost men and
women with the gospel of Christ. Our ["ord Jesus said in ]ohn
4:35, "Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for th"y are
white already to hanrest." Too few of Crodt people have the
kind of vision that will impel them to reach the needy and
the lost for the Saviour.

Recently I was reading of Christians in Korea. What a com-
passion these people havJfor the lost! A friend tells of a cmsade
he held among Korean believers, in which th"y gave three
hundred gold rirrgp. Many times he has seen them grve the
clothes off their back, because th.y had nothing more to give.
Is it any wonder that God has blessed the Church in Korea
more than in many other mission fields of the world? Korean
Christians have Iearned the joyr of sacrifice. Many of us in
America have never learned this privilege. But do not forget
it: we are 4orrg men and dyrrg women. Our time may be short.
While we are here, we are to redeem the time for Crod, invest-
irrg all we have for His glory, that souls perishirg without
Christ might hear the gospel.

Not orly was Job a dying rnan, he was an abused rlan. "Are
there not mockers with *"1 and doth not mine eye continue
in their provocation?" Here were men Ixetendirg to be friends,
yet th"y were insultirg Job. Was it not bad enough that he had
to endure his calamity without the additional load of wor& that
were mockery?

Iob calls on God for help. "by down now, put me in a surety
with Thee; who is he that will strike hands with me?" This
was a plea to the Almighry to attest Jobt innocence, since his
friends only moclced him. Litigating parties had to lay down a
sum of rnoney before the trial, as a surety. Job is callirg on Crod

to be his surety. With God as his surety he could say, "\^/ho is
he that will strike hands with me?" The surety provided secur-
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ity. Children of God are not left without a surety: "For there is
one C,od, and one mediator betu/eerr fu and men, the man
Christ Jesus; Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testifibd
in due time" ( I Timothy 2:54). Christ is our surety. As we
fully tntst Him, even the devil and all of his angels cannot
claim us. We are forever delivered from the power of sin. We
are the Lord's blood-bought children.

Job remin& us further that all wisdom comes from God; the
reason his comforters were in ignorance was because God had
not revealed His wisdom to them. Th.y had not been willing
to open their hearts to receive His wisdom. We read in ]ames
I :5, 'If any of you lack wisdom, Iet him ask of God, that giveth
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him." In Proverbs 2:6 we are told that "the lord giveth wisdom:
out of His mouth cometh knowledge and understandirrg." Is
it not wonderful to know that whatever our need for wisdom,
we can go to God, who will give us of His wisdom liberally,
that we might have guidance and direction in making decisions
and in taking action? How pathetic for the rnan or woman who
tries to get through the hard places the best way he can.
In Psalm 37 :23 we read that "The step6 of a good man are or-
dered by the Lono: and He delighteth in his way." Yes, truly
it is a delight to walk in the way of the Lord, because that is
the best way.

Not only did Job's friends lack wisdom from God, but they
were guilry of plotting Job's ruin. Job says, "He that speaketh
fattery to his friends, even the eyes of his children shall fail."
The flatterer is usually a liar. Iob was wise to the tricks of his
vain comforters. He knew th"y were deceivers, hypocrites who
would be happy to see him destroyed.

Is it not true that sometimes those we think to be friends
prove to be nothing more than vain hypocrites? But be sure,

there is one Friend who will always prove Himself tme. Who
is He? Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God. The Bible says

of Him that He "is a friend that sticlceth closer than a brother"
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(Proverbs 18:24). Isn't it marvelous to know that even should
earthly friends forsake or betray us, Christ remains the same.
We can go to Him at any time with the assurance that He wiU
not fail us.

It may be at this moment that you are in need of a true friend.

lift yoy heart to God through Christ. Tmst fully in Him!
Believe Him! He will undertake for you. He promises in Philip
pians 4:19 that He "shall supply all your need." \ry'hy not trust
Him for it?

Henry Moorhouse, a noble evangelist, was once in very try-
irrg circumstances. His litde daughter, who was parultped, was
sitting in_her chair. As he entered the house with a package for
his wife, he went to his little Srl and kissing her askid, '"\ilh.r.
is Mother?"

"Mother is upstairs."
"\Mell, I have a package for her."
"I*tme catry the package to Mother."
'Why, Minnie dear, how can you carry the paclcage? You

cannot carry yourself."
"Oh, Do, Daddy," Minnie said, with a smile on her face, 'but

yo: grr" me the package and I will carry the paclcage, and you
will carry rne."

You may not be able to cary your burden today; but let
Christ carry you with the burden, and you will find fiat it will
all work out t!9 right way.God is faithful, He is the unfailirrg
Friend. Tnrst Him!

In verse 6 we read, "He hath made me also a byword of the
people; and aforetime I was as a tabret " Job claims that he has
been made a byword of the people, that is, a laughingstock, the
talk of the countryside. Probably the talk that *.r going
around about Job was that he was a great sinner and thi; *ri
the reason for all his calamity. The word 'tabret" here expresses
the act of spilting. He says of himself that he was nothi"i more
than one to be spat upon. He was the object of ridicule and
disgust, ?reproach among men.
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Job was also a man of sorrows, as he says, "Mine eye also is

dim by reason of sorrow, and all my members are as a shadow."

He was nothing but skin and bones, probably the result not
only of his disease but of his anxiety. Night and d.y he was

given to weeping because of his suffering and sorrow; he wept
so much that he could hardly see. "Mine eye also is dim," he

tells us.

Job's sorrow gave him some hop" of sympathy, "[JPright men
shall be astonied at this, and the innocent shall stir up himself

against the hypocrite." That is, men who have a hold on God

will be moved by the sufferings of the innocent. At the same

time, they will not fall in line with the faulty reasonit g of the

three hypocrites that surround Iob and seek to condemn him.
Righteous men will accept such sufferings frorn the hand of

God, as the providence of the Lord. They will truly believe

Romans 8:28, "All things work together for good to them that

Iove God, to them who are the called accorditg to His Pur-
pose." They will not doubt God but believe Him for all things.

Iob assures us further that the righteous will not turn from
the Lord in seasons of trial. "The righteous also shall hold on

his war\t and he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and

stronger." Job points out a very real truth here. Rather than

turn from the Lord in trial, rme believers will be drawn closer to

Him. The ungodly will curse God for trial, but those who
have a hold on the Lord, "upright men" Iob calls them, "shall

hold on his wayl'for they rcalize that the mercy of the Lord is

with them that fear Him.
On occasion, I hear people sol, "I was so ill I just didn't feel

Iike praying," or, "I was so disturbed I couldn't pr1y)' That is

the time when we should be praying. By this I do not mean

that we should pray only when we have a need. The true be-

Iieyer should ptay without ceasing. But when the burden gets

h*ry, when the load of care weighs down upon us, then we

must go to the Lord. The Scripture is tnte, "Draw njqh 
_to

(6d, and He will draw nigh unto you." When you need help,
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go to the Helper. Realize that God's Iove for us is not a love that
keeps us from trial, but it is a love that keeps us in trial. Thus
we are told in Hebrews 4:16, "I*t us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and
find grace to help in time of need." This verse refers to any
kind of need. God does not qualify the need; He simply says
ll. .."in time of need." Whatever your need, go to the throne of
grace, call on the Lord. He wili understandlnd He will under-
take.

An English naval officer once told a grateful story of the way
he was helped and saved from dishonor in his first experience
in batde. The ar-ray of enemy ships so terrified him that he al-
most fainted. The officer over him saw his state, came close be-

side him, and took his hands, sapng, "C,ourage, my boy, you
will recover in a minute or two. I was the same when I went
into my first battle." The young man said afterward that it
was as if an angel had come to him and put new strength into
him.

When we are assailed by sudden temptation and are afraid,
Christ comes close beside us and says, "I understand. I met a

temptation just like yours. I know the dread you feel. Be brave
and strong, and your fear will vanish and you will be victori-
ous." He can say that because He was tempted in every way
that we can be, yet without sin. That is why we should go to
the throne of grace immediately. Do not turn fro* God in your
trial; turn to Him. He will help you, He will provide for you.
Thus Job says, "The righteous 

"tto 
shall hold on his w"ft and

he that hath clean hands shall be stronger and stronger."
Next Job appeals to Eliphaz, Bildad, and hphar, suggestirg

that, if they have anything worth-while to ssl, they should say

it now. "But as for you all, do ye return, and come now: for I
cannot find one wise rnan among you." He implies that he has

not heard anything wise from them as yet.

Job remin& me in this chapter of the words of David,
found in Psalm 60: I l, "Give us help from trouble: for vain is
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the help of man." Sometimes even when our friends are willing
to help, there is really nothing th.y can do. Thus, it behooves

you and me to be sure that our hearts are clean and pure
before God, that there is nothing betrn een God and ourselves.

If our relationship to Him is right, we can tnrst Him, what-
ever the circumstances may be. We read in 2 Samuel 8:6 that
"the Lord preserved David whithersoever he went." As He pre-
served David, He preserves you and me; our God cannot fail.
Thus we must trust Him. M.ybe at this moment you are going
through a time of extreme suffering or trial. Let me ask you a
question: is your mind stayed on your trial or on the Lord? Is
it not tme that we often fix our eyes on the trial rather than
on Christ? Ask the Lord to give you the grace to look beyond the
trial to Him, who is unfailing in His care and in His love. The
future is as bright as the promises of C'od, and there are no

limits to God's promises. Do not worry about tomorrow: God
is already there; He has taken care of tornorro\il. Thus He says

to you and to me, "Sufficient unto the dry is the evil thereof."
Trust Him for today; He will take care of tomorrow.

In the remainirrg verses of the chapter, Job sounds a note of
discouragement, "My days are past, my purposes are broken

off, even the thoughts of my heart." It would seem that all of

Job's plans for the future were gone forever. Like any father,
he had fond ambitions for his childrerl. But now even his chil-
dren were gone. I am sure all of us can understand somethi"g
of Job's plight. But surely you will agree that there is nothirg
better in life than God's plan. If we have as our utmost desire

the fulfillment of Crod's divine plan, then there need not be

any discouragements. Out of the will of God, there can be no
such thing as success; in the will of God, there can be no such

thing as failure. Recall the words of Abraham's servant, found
in Genesis 24:27, 'I being in the way, the Lono led me." That
is the best place to be, the only place for any of us to be: in the
Lord's chosen path. Dr. A. T. Pierson said on one @casion, 'oTo
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abide in the wi[ o[ God is to abide in absolute safery." David
prayed in Psalm2T: I I , "Teach me Thy waf t O Lonp, *d lead
me ll a plain parh." How we need tb pray that prayer. The
Lord's way may not always be the most i"i"oro.rr^or the most
.*.1h"_9, but it will be the best way to take, for it is according
to God's chosen plat, If_ you are traveling in this direction, you
will not be disappornted. But lob, Iike *ort of us, had his orrt
plary, and when his plans were frustrated he was disappointed
and discouraged.

- 
In spe_akirrg 

_of 
his three comforters again, Job says, ,.They

change_ the night into d.y: the light is rhort L..,rt! of dark-
ness." By their reasoninS! th"y were rrying to offer encourage-
ment, endeargfug to 'thange the night- inro day"; but 

"ryIight t"y might gr was only temponrf, becaur" ih" darkness
of death was so near.

Job knew that he was near the grave. He said, "If I wait, the
grave is mine house: I have made my bed in the darkness." It
seemed as though the darkness of death had already surrounded
him. 'T have said to corruption, Thou art my father: to the
worn, Thou art my mother, and my sister." Here he describes
the state of the grave as being but corruption and wonns.
'"\Mhere is now my hope? as for my hope, *ho shall see it?" At
this Point Job does not answer his question regarding his hope,
but he does later in chapter 19, where we rerd his challe"g"g
words, "For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that He shrf
stand at the latter dly upon the earth: And though after my
skin worms desrroy this body, yet in my fesh shall I see God'
(19:25-?-6). He had an enduring hope, the resurrection hope,
the same hope you and I have in Christ.

Next he tells us that even this hop" will go down into the
gr-ave with him, "They shall go down to the bars of the pir,
when our Tst together is in the dust." But in chapter 19 he
assures us that both he and his hop. will rise again. 

-The 
grave

is not the end; the body will be joined to the soul in the pres-
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ence of the Lord. That is, it will if we have known the Lord.

Job had hope, the hop" of someday seeing his Saviour and

Lond.
Any man in business, who owns valuable buildings which

he fi;ds, for some reason, have not been adequately insured

against fire, will let everything else wait until he has the evi-

dence of proper insurance on those buildin$, a poti"y or
'binder" carefully tucked away in his vault. But there only_ a

few paltry dollars are involved; here eternal life is at stake. Oh,

do not play around with God. You may play fast and loose with
your frienis, your business associates; but d9 

"o! 
play with God.

Lirt"r, to Psaim 89:48, '\Mhat man is he that liveth, and shall

not see death? shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the

grave?" Be sure, as |ob has told us in chapter 17, the grave is

,rrtt. We need to be ready to meet God at any time. You are

not ready to meet God unless you have been born from above'



JOB 18: r-zt

ONcs AGArN Bildad e{presses his feelings about Job. He seems
to be more exasperated than ever at the reasonirg of God's suf-
fering seryant. Bildad appears to be irritated not orly because
of Job, but because o[ the ot'her two comforters. Verse 2 is prob-
ably addressed to all three-Eliphaz, hpha4 and Iob. "How
long will it be ere ye make an end of wor&? mark, and after-
wards we will speak." Bildad accuses them of endless talk, words
without real meanirg.

Bildad was very bitter in his accusations of Job. '"\n/here[ore
ate we counted as beastsr" he asks, "and reputed vile in your
sight?" Job had called his friends "mockers" but he did not call
them 'beasts." Doubtless Bildad was very proud. A proud man
often misinterprets what is said. Thus we see Bildad tryiog
to put evil words into ]ob's mouth. When one is proud, he is
easily offended. It is guite obvious that this was the case with
Bildad.

Verse 4 is addressed in particular to Job, blaming him for his
own suftrin& as before. But now Bildad says that much of

t+9
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]ob's difficulty is the result of his anger, "He teareth himself
in his anger." This argument is mere self-justification, for, if
Job had been angry, I am sure he was no more so than Bildad.
But let us pause to refect the truth in what Bildad said. A man
really does harm himself by his anger. Though he may of'
fend others and cause much distress in the lives and hearts of
others, the worse damage is done to himself. In Ecclesiastes 7:9
God says, "Anger resteth in the bosom of fools." A man given to
anger is a foolish man. Someone has said, "Getting mad wil
never get you anything else." How tnre that is.

I am reminded of a pious but cranky old lady who was greatly
annoyed because her neighbon forgot to ask her to go on their
picnic. On the morning of the event th"y suddenly realized

their affront and sent their little boy to ask her to come along.

'It's too late nowr" she snapped, "I've already prayed for

rain."
Out of anger comes the sin of retaliation. This can bring only

*i*ry into one's li[e. How we need to heed the words of ]ames
I : 19-20: '"Vllherefore, my beloved brethren, Iet every man be

swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: For the wrath of
man worketh not the righteousness of God." Did you get that?

'The wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God."

Wrath and righteousness are direct opposites. Are you given
to outbursts of anger? Oh, let C,od grve you victory in your
heart. He can, for as the Scriptures teach, there is no sin He
cannot overcome. We must be willing, however, to let Him
have complete control.

Next Bildad asks Iob two questions. "Shall the earth be for-

saken for thee? and shall the rock be removed out of his place?"

In other words, as we have seen before in these studies, Bildad

accused Job of being a sinner and having to suffer as the result

of his sin. Iob had been begging Crod for deliverance from his

anxiety, but Bildad reasoned that Cild has certain laws that
cannot be overcome: if a rnan is sinful, h" must ruffer. Since



Iob 18:I-21 l5l
Job was a sinful hypocrite, as Bildad has already claimed, then
he must exPect to suffer. Can God change the Iaws of this earth
because of one man? Will God remov" rrro.rntains out of our
paths for our convenience? There are set and fixed laws of
life. Thus Bildad argues that Job cannot expect help from God.

How pharisaical this legalist was! He accused l;b of know-
itg_ nothing of the grace of God. But, someone replies, how
could he be exPected to know anythirg about the gr"." of God?
Bildad knew g"ly the Old Testamerridirpensatioi. Surely you
will agree with me that, whether it be Old Testamenr or-N"-
Testament, 9: gpacg of Almighty God is manifested on every
P?g: of 9" Bible. There has never been a time when the grace
of God has not been exercised. The very fact that H-per
mitted Bildad and his two friends to ttrmst their disturbing
arguments at Job, without immediately judging them for it,
wils an act of God's marvelous grace. How wonderful is the
grace of Almighty C'od! We read in 2 Corinthians 9:8, "And
God is able to make all grace abound toward you; thar ye,
always h1viry all sufficiency in all things , rrray abound to .r"ry
good work." Think of it, an endless outpouring of C,od's gracl
for you and for me! In every situation His grrie abounds and
far excee& our worthiness.

A man driving through West Virginia stopped in Salem and
left his car by 

" 
parking meter. He overst"yed his allotted time

and fully expected upon returning to his car to find a ticket for
a violation. Instead of a ticket, however, he discovered a red
tag with this astonishing message: 'The Chief of Police of
Salem, West Virginia, has deposited five cents in the meter
rather than tagyou. You want him to have his money back, so
hand this card with the amount he has paid to him or leave it
at any place of business and it will be returned to the Chief.
Thank Iou, and come back."

Obviously this generous gesture on the part of the chief was
an act of grace. But far rnore wonderful is the grace of God; He
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does not even charge us a nickel. We read in Romans 3:24,
"Being justified freely by His grace." At no cost to us, those

who believe on Christ arejustified freely by His grace.

A very irnportant lesson Bildad needed to learn was the lesson

of grace. Have you learned this lesson? If you are not a Chris-
tian, have you ever stopped to realize that God loved you
enough to send His Son to the cross to die for you? This is
grace. You do not deserve it. None o[ us deseryes it. But it is by
the grace of God that we are saved.

It may be you have backslidden. You have not fallen fro*
grrce but you have fallen in grace. You are stumbling in the

paths of sin today, even though at one time you walked with
the Lord. Realize, will you, how gready God loves you and how

concerned He is about you. He wants you to come back to Him.
Why not get right with Him? You know you are not happy as

you are. Come back today! The Bible says in Isaiah 55:7 z "I*t
the wicked forsake his wa,lt and the unrighteous man his

thoughts: and let him return unto the Lono, and He will have

mercy upon him; and to our God, for He will abundantly Par-
don."

Beginning with verse 5, Bildad gives a remarkable descrip

tion of the horrible calamities that are to come upon the wicked

when j"dgrent falls upon the lawless and disobedient. I do

not think there is any other portion of the Bible more Powerful
and descriptive ,than this one. But the sad feature is that Bildad

is applying it to a man of God rather than to those who have

no regard for the Lord. I-et us examine a few of these enlighten-
irrg verses, for certainly they are most worth while.

In verse 5 we read, 'Yea, the light of the wicked shall be put
out, and the spark of his fire shall not shine." You have met

people, I am sure, who saf, "Well, I am not perfect. I know I
have sin in my life, but I am not all bad. I do some

good things." On the basis of these "good thingp" they feel that
they will merit Heaven. Not only verse 5 ,teaches the unreason-

ableness of such an argument; there are many other verses in
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the Bible which say the same thing."Ihe light of the wicked
shall be put out, and the spark of his fire shall rrot shine."

Further we read, "The light shall be dark in his tabernacle,
and his candle shall be pur our with him." God says in
Matthew 8:12 that the wicked "shall be cast out into ourer
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashirrg of teeth." Think
of those words, 'tast out into outer darkness.'i All the darkness
of hell will be the lot of the ungodly, who will be forever
s-eP_arated from God in eternal torment. Who could begin to
fathom the awfulness of such a state? Would to GoJ thar
every man outside of Christ would consider these words
today. Unless you repent and turn to the [,ord, "outer darkness"
v1ll be your place of abode throughout all of eterniry. In spite
of the fames of hell, it will be darkness because of the emptiness
of the soul and the absence o[ God and His power.

Bildad informs us next that "The steps of his strength shall
be straitened." He is speaking of the strong rnan who will be
brou_ght _low because of his own rebellion against the way of
the Lord. "Straitened" here means that he is no longer abie to
move about in his own strength as he has done in the past. Here
is a healthy, virile man brought low by his own wickedness.
"His own counsel shall cast him down." He has his own ideas;
he thinks he is right. But he will soon find that his ideas are as

nothing because th.y have opposed the Word of God.
Further we are told that "He is cast into a net by his own

feet, and he walketh upon a snare." In other words, the wicked
man's own plans will be the cause of his downfall. The phrase,
"he walketh upon a snare," means that he lets himself be
caught in a net. He takes no precaution. He is careless and in-
different to warnings.

Is this not descriprive of the ungodly in our day? The Bible
is filled with hundreds of warnings. C,od sIs, "Seek ye the
Lono while He may be found; call ye upon Him while He is
near" (Isaiah 55:6). But what does man do? He lives on in his
quest for money and more money. He disregards the laws of
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God. He treats the Lord's D^y as any other d.y in the week.
He takes no time for worship. He does not read the Bible. Thus
"he walketh upon a snare." He permits himself to fall into
difficulty after difficulty.

The wicked are not really hrppy. "The gin shall take him
by the heel, and the robber shall prevail against him. The
snare is laid for him in the ground, and a trap for him in the
way" (verses 9-10). His sins are constantly bringing him into
misery. He thinks he can escape divine judgment, but how mis-
taken he is. C,od declares in John 5z2B-29, "Marvel not at this:
for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves

shall hear His voice, And shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that have done
evil, unto the resurrection of damnation." As we ate told here,
"All that are in the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come

forth." There will be no exceptions. Every one who has failed to
come to Christ in this Iife must stand before God in judgment,
and then the result-+ternal hell. You can believe anythirg you
want about this. You can laugh at it, deny it, ridicule it; but
that does not change it in the least. That is why people ought
to be ready to meet God. That is why you ought to be saved if
you are not. Try as you rnsl, you cannot escape i.rdgfrrent.

Then look at these words: "Terrors shall make him afraid
on every side, and shall drive him to his feet. His strength shall
be hunger-bitten, and destmction shall be ready at his side. It
shall devour the strength of his skin: even the firstborn of death
shall devour his strength. His confidence shall be rooted out of
his tabernacle, and it shall bring him to the king of terrors"
(verses I l-l 4). Practically every phrase in these verses suggests

fear and unrest of the heart and soul. There are so many peo-

ple Iike this today. Th.y know nothing of the peace of God,
all because of their unconfessed sin. Th"y have not come to
Christ and permitted Him to be their Sin-Bearer.

I wish there were some way by whieh Crod would enable us

to help everyone to see what th"y are missing by their refusal



Iob l8:l-21 155

to receive Christ. Oh, if only they could understand about His
marvelous peace. Jesus said in John 16:33, "These things I have
spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world
ye shall have tribulation: but be of g""d cheer; I have over-
come the world." Tribulation? Yes, we dl have tribulation. But
in Christ we have peace. Do you know this blessed peace? Have
you received it from Him, the Son of God? He wanrs to food
your heart with His peace.

During a recent yea\ fifty million prescriptions were written
for tranquilizers, according to Dr. Theodore R. VanDullen,
health coltrmnist. "Aspirin;" he said, "alleviates the pain but
does not cure the cause. . . . Sedatives induce sleep but do
not correct the cause of insomnia. Tranquilizers arelven less

lPecific in their action, and yet some people consider them to
be the answer to all their problems. As i"t, there is no ideal
tranguilizcr."

As far as medicine is concerned, this learned and experienced
doctor is right. 'There is no ideal tranqu ilizer." But, thank God,
there is One who can give perfect peace and quierness of soul.
He quiets the storms in the soul with the s"-i infinite perfec-
tion that He brought peace to the raging sea. He gives lasting
and unshakeable peace to the disrurbed and thi guilty. If
only man would come to Him and rest on His pro-ir"r. j"r.rs
Christ takes away frustration and Sves fruitage. He supplants
unrest in the heart with His own assuring peace. He delivers
from sin and gives rest.

In verse 15 we read, "It shall dwell in his tabernacle, because
it is none of his: brimstone shall be scattered upon his habita-
tion." '(It" refers to the terror reigning in the hearts of the
wicked, described in the previous verse. Terror is a charac-
teristic mark of the wicked. What a horrible situation! Wher-
ever he goes, even though he may travel hundreds of miles to
get away from it all, he finds unrest as soon as he arrives. He
cannot escaPe the terror which reigns in his soul. In Isaiah
57:2G2l we are told of ,this unhappy srate: "Bur the wicked



156 Living Patiently

are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest, whose waters
cast up mire and dirt. There is no peace, saith my God, to the
wicked." No matter in what direction he may turn, regardless
of what he might do, "there is no peace, saith my God, to the
wicked." Godlessness cannot, under any circumstancesr pro-
duce peace. The lord alone can produce peace, and only as

one comes God's way can he find peace.
Further, Bildad eIs, "Brimstone shall be scattered upon his

habitation." This suggests the continual judgment that rests
upon the sinful man. He can never produce good worlcs, pleas-
it g to God, because he is vile. Notice the description of the
wicked given in the third chapter of Romans, beginning with
verse 12: "They are all gone out of the walr th"y are together
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, Do, not
one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues
they have used deceit; the poison of asp6 is under their lips:
Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterne$s: Their feet are

swift to shed blood: Destmction and misery are in their ways:
And the way of peace have th"y not known." Worst of all,
"There is no fear of C,od before their eyes." Th"y know not
the way of peace because "there is no fear of God before their
eyes."

Notice verse 15, "His roots shall be dried up beneath, and
above shall his branch be cut off." This is just the opposite
from the saved man of Psalm l. In writing of the believer, Da-
vid said, "He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf dso shall not
wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper" (Psalm I :3).
The wicked man finds himself drying up because he has not
received of the Water of Life that sustains the soul.

The thought, "above shall his branch be cut off," suggests

his lrcsterity. V"ry often if a parent does not follow in the way
of the Lord, neither will his children. Thus the children, Iike-
wise, will suffer the j,rdgf"ent of C,od because th"y will con-

tinue in the wickedness of their parents. For this reason, 1rr-
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ents rnust set a godly example in the home. It is needful that
they know Christ and have a family altar, reading God's Word,
and Pra)nng each dry for and with their childrei. We read in
Ezekiel 16:44r "As is the mother, so is her daughter.,, This is
so true. We could also so/r rrr{5 is the father, so is his son." Chil-
dren fashion their lives after their parents. That is why it is
so needful, mother and father, that you know Christ 

""a fol-
Iow Him closely.

Verse 17 says, "His remembrance shall perish from the earth,
and he shall have no name in the street.'i Even worse, the un-
saved ruln will have no name in the Lamb's Book of Life. He
will be unknown in Heaven. At the same time, he will soon be

fotgo_rten on earth. A wicked man will not long be remem-
bered. "He shall be driven from light into darkn.*i, and chased
out of the world." This is suggestive of Psalm 9:lZ, "The
wicked shall be turned into hell." Then Bildad eys, "He shall
neither have son nor nephew among his people, rror any re-
maining in his dwellings.': Here we see God's continuing i"df
ment on the pottgti$ of the wicked because of sin. "Th;i that
come after him shall be astonied at his day, as th"y thai went
before were affrighted." This embodies all wickld men of
every age and generation. Those before and those after will
meet the same end. How terrible is the judgment of C,od.

Notice the sumrnary of it all, the key to th. whole chapter,
verse 2l: "Surely such ate the dwellings of the wicked, and
this is the place of him that knoweth not God." The word
"place" could be translated 'tondition": 'This is the conditiott
of him that knoweth not God." Thinking of what we have just
read in this chapter, what is the condition of him that knoweth
not C,o& It is one of willful ignorance; he does not desire to
know. He has no interest in seeking after God. Thus he lives
or, carelessly neglectitg his many opportunities to believe on
the Lord. But God assures u6 that the end of it all is eternal
judgment.
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Gnre::r.y rERTuRBED, Job replied to Bildad without hesitation.
He b"g.r by asking, "How long will ye vex my soul, and
break yne in pieces with words?" Doubdess the criticism corn'

ing frorn the lips of Job's three friends was about as painful as

the physical suffering he was enduring. He appeared to be

greatly disturbed, wonderirrg how much longer they planned
to keep up their agitatinS, which vexed and grieved him. Surely
it was bad enough to suffer physically without all of this added

discomfort. There are some people who glory in browbeating

somebody else. Th.y are never happier than when they are

criticizingor adding to som@ne else's misery. These three com-

forters seemed to have this special Sft.
Job continues by salnng, "These te:r times have ye re-

proached me: ye ate not ashamed that ye make yourselves

strange to me." There had been a time when Job Possessed

wedth and position, and at that time these three men were

very friendly toward him. Now th.y acted as strangers, and

rather than Iooking up to him th.y looked down upon him.

158
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Is it not jnteresting the way people change when our circum-
stances change? A man is never wealthieithan when he has a
real friend or two who remain the same regardless of the cir-
cumstances. Of course, the wonderful thing about our lord is
that He never changes. We read in Hebrewl 13:8, 'Jesus Christ
the same yester&y, and to day, and for ever." Isnit that worr-
derful? He never changes. He is always friendl/, ready to help
with His love and care. How different *.r. Job's friends.
'These ten times have ye reproached me," Job r.id. ,,Ten,, 

as
used here means mall times. Over and over again, repeatedly,
,h? h1d repr_oached him and become Strsngers Io him.

Further Job says, "And be it indeed that I have erred, mine
error remaineth with myself." "Erred" here in the Hebrew
means "unconsciously erred." ]ob did not claim perfection. He
readily admitted that he had sinned, bur it was not willful
sin. He knew of no unconfessed sin in his heart.

Job's friends not ot l_f became strangers to him, but th.y
became very_ Proud and ridiculed him *itf, scorn. Thus lol
slys, _"If indeed ye will magnify yourselves against D€, and
plead against me my reproach; Know now that 

-Coa 
hath over-

thrown D€, and hath compassed me with His net." It was bad
enough for the three friends to turn against Job, but Job sug-

-9.:T 9r, even God had turned from him. Further he sys, "B;
hold, I .ry out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but
there is no judgment." It seemed that God had ttrred a deaf
ear toward Job. It only seemed that wafr for it was not so. The
only time God turns a deaf ear to His-people is when there is
unconfessed sin in their hearts. David saidln Psalm 66:18, "If
I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me." If
there is any trace of unconfessed sin or known sin in the
heart, until 

-or: goe_s to God and confesses it, claiming forgrve-
ness through the cleansirg blood of Christ, there 

"rn b; no
effectiveness whatsoever in prayer. The channel must be open.
Sin blocks communication with God. In Isaiah 59:l-2we rtd,
"Behold, the Lono's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save:
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neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But . . your

sins have hid His face from You, that He will not hear." Known

sin in the believer's life is one of the greatest hindrances to

Prayer Power.
Theie may be times when we feel that even though we have

confessed all sin, still God does not hear, such as in Job's cas€.

I am sure every believer has experienced this uncertainty on

some occasiorr. We ptalt but our prayers seem to go nowhere.

In fact, sometimes the situation even worsens and our needs

become greater. Do not let the wicked one deceive yo-u, child

of God. If you really know the Lord and all is right benneen

you and Him, your prayers are being heard and God is at work.

H" does not always act the moment we think He should; the

book of Job is a courmentary on this fact. You may be sure,

however, God will undertake in His divinely appointed time.

So keep praying! Do not grr" up. Be faithful in prayer even

thougttyou are not seeing the slightest fface of an answer. God

is aiwork. There are some who stop praying as soon as they

fail to see any visible results from prayer. This is a sorrowful

mistake. Every time you pralt you ate actually saying, "Lord,

I need You." When you neglect prayer you are saying, "Lord,

I don't need You." The believer is on dangerous ground when
he neglects to pray.

I have heard some ssl, 'Well, God is sovereip; He can do

all things; He knows what I need. I don't have to pray. He will
undertake." The Bible does not say that. The Bible says, "Ask,

and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it
shall be opened unto you" (Matthew 7 z7). What does this

mean? If you do not ask, it will not be given; if you do not

seek, you will not find; if you do not knock, it will not

be opened. God expects His people to come to Him with child-

like faith, asking Him to work, and expecting Him to work.
C,enturies ago the throne of Russia was occupied by tt o boy

princa. They sat side by side and gave their decisions on

the gravest questions. Their judgments were so wise and iust
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that men marveled that princes so young and inexperienced
could know so much of statecraft and speak with tr.h discre-
tion on questions so difficult. The secret was that close behind
the throne where they sat, hidden by 

" thin wall, was Princess
Sophia. She heard the cases that were broughr ro them and she
gave the decisions which they delivered. They let her decide
in every question and waited until she had whispered ro them
the wise answer which they gave out.

In a similar manner, believers are to refer every matter to
God and wait for His answer. Never make a move until you
have His answer. You may feel as Job, that God has not heard

You; but He has. If you know the Lord Jesus in your heart and
if you are right with Him, He has heard. This is the promise
we find in His rruth. Of course, if you are not a Christian, He
does not hear, unless it is a prayer of repentance while calling
on Christ for salvation. But to enjoy the privilege of daily
Prayer fellowship with God, you must be born again. Prayer is
useless without the Mediator, Christ.

Job began to complain bitterly because of God's trearment.
It is obvious that he was extremely discouraged, feeling
neglected and forsak€D, for he said, "He hath fenced up my
way that I cannot pass." In other words, Job felt helpless and
forlorn. He could do nothing he wanted to do. Not only that,
the next statement suggests that there was misery in every step
he took. "He hath set darkness in my paths." Further he sys,
"He hath stripped me of my glory, and taken the crown from
my head." Job had been brought low through his sufferingF,
so that even his dearest friends turned against him. Penniless,
he no longer had any standing in sociery. Seemingly he had
Iost everythirrg.

Job's situation appeared to be hopeless. "He hath destroyed
me on every side, and I am gone: and mine hope hath He
removed like a tree." Everything he sought to do failed. Thus,
depressed and discouraged, he was without hop". Then in
verse I I he says, "He hath also kindled His wrath against me,
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and He counteth me unto Him as one of His enemies." We can
sympathize with Job in his suffering. It is difficult for us to
realize, while endurirg the long hours of severe trial, that God
has not rurned from us. But this cannot be, for God says in
Hebrews 12:6, "For whom the lord loveth He chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." Job thought his
suffering was the result of God's wrath, when actually it was
the effects of God's love. This is difficult to understand, but
nevertheless, it is tnle. Consider God's Word in Isaiah 55:8-9:
"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways
My ways, saith the Lonp. For as the heavens are higher than
the eardr, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My
thoughts than your thoughts." Who of us can understand the
mind of God? For this reason we should not question His provi-
dence. No, it wits not the wrath of God being poured upon

Job. Behind all of his anxiety and sufferirrg was God's mar-

velous love.
Further Job says, "His troops come together, and raise up

their way against me, and encamp round about my tabernacle."
fu soldiers besieged a strong cit/, cutting off all the roads of
entry and shutting out provision, Job felt that the tabernacle of
his body was being treated in like manner by God. But was that
so? Never! Psalm 34:7 tells us differently: "The angel of the
I-ord encampeth round about them that fear Him, and de-

livereth them." God is never at war with those who are on His
side.

Next Iob blames God for the Ioss of his earthly friend-
ships. "He hath put my brethren far from D€, and mine 8c-

quaintance are verily estranged from me." In the next few
verses he elaborates upon this. Not only were his three
friends against him, but as he sys, "My kinsfolk have failed,
and my familiar friends have forgotten me. Th.y that dwell in
mine house, and my maids, count me for a stranger: I am an

alien in their sight. I called my senrant, and he gave me no
answer; I entreated him with my mouth." Even his wife rurned
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against him.- "M-y breath is strange to my wife, though I en-
treated for the children's sake of mine o*rn body." Lilde chil-
dren on the srreets ridicul:d Job, he was a laughingstock among
them: 'Yea, young children despised me; i.ro!g, and, th"y
spake against me."

He sums it all up by- salan& in verse 19, .,All my inward
friends abhorred me: and thgy *ho* I loved are turned against
me." There is no question about it, Job's suffering was ,Jd. It
was not imaginary. Yet on the other hand, is noiall suffering
real? Your t^"{:dng is real and so is mine. But we have a great
God, an unfailing God. He has not left us alone; He has frr.,us a Book filled with His marvelous promises. Whatever our
i..g may h, *". T"y be sure that Hervitt not fail His promises.
God's servant said in I Kings 8:56, "There hath nor failed one
word of all_His good p:omise, which He promised by the hand
of Moses His servant." You and I can r"i the same thirrg. g,o6
will not fail-Hit p:omises. Then 

-why 
dort't we rrusr Himi Why

don't we bel'ieve Him,? Do you have any doubts in your mina
at this moment? Doubting is sin. Whaiever youmeed, what-
ever your aflictioD, tnrst the Iordl He wil not fail.

Grace E' Troy has written these lovely words entitled,
"Rest."

I would not aslc Thee why
My path should be

Throug\ rq"nge and stoDy ways-
Thou leadesime!

f would not ask Thee how
[.,oss worlceth g"irr,

Ifugylg _thar some d.y soorr-
All shall be plain.

My heart would never doubt
Thy love and care

However heavy seems
The cross I bear.
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Nor would I, Father, ask

My lot to choose,

Lest seeking selfish ease

Thy best I lose.

Giver of every gift
Thy choice is best.

All-wise Eternal Love,
In Thee I rest.

Yielding to Thy wise hand
Safe in Thy will-

Not asking why or how,
Let me be still.

Looking on things unseen
By faith I see

Glory exceedirg great
Worketh for me.

Yes, and this glory is workirg for you. Do not doubt the Lord.

Even though earthly friends may have forsaken You, "y.1
though dearest loved ones may have turned against I_ou, Crc|

is still the same. He loves you. In fact, He says in Jeremiuf
3l : 3 "I have loved thee witlr an everlasting love: therefore with

lovingkindness have I drawn thee." Maybe your way does seem

hard and discouraging; C,od has not forgotten you. Trial is no

sigp that the Lord has turned His face from you. He loves you

r"a He will help you, but you must believe Him. You must

not fail to tntst.
Lamentit g his sorrowful state, Job continued by sapng in

verse 20, "My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my fah, and I
am escaped with the skin of my teeth." He must have been in
a pitif.rl .ot dition. The phrase, "*I bone cleaveth to Ty -n,"
suggests that he was "itre*ely 

thin,.. nothing but skin and

bo""t, and the proverbial statement, "the skin of my t9eth,"

suggests that hs was just holding onto lif-" by a thread. He

plllr with his friends to have some consideration rather than
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add sorrow to sorrow by their complaints and criticisrns. He
t-ays,_"Have piry u?on D€, have pity upon De, O y. my friends;
for the hand of God hath touched *L." In the next- verse he
asked, "Why do ye Persecute me as God, and are not satisfied
with my fesh?"

Now Job turns to a new theme. Of all the words spoken to
his three friends, nothing was as important and valuable as
that which we are about to consider. In one of the most dis-
tressing chapt:r: of the book we see Job ascendirg to his high-
est pjnnacle of faith. Hear him as he cries aloud, 

-'Oh 
that ;y

words were now written! oh that they were printed in a boo[t
That they were graven with an iron pen and lead in the
rock for ever!" What Job asked for hers was fulfilled. In this
same chapter he had declared that God would nor hear him,
but how wrong he was. Every generation since has read these
words. I cannot help but feel that when God's servant reached
his lowest ebb, the Spirit of God came upon him and buoyed
him 

YP to teights before unknown. Philippians 4:19 applies
so well to this experience, "My God shall supply all youi"eed
accordirg to His riches in glory by Christ Jesui"

C,onsider Job's confession of faith in verses 25 through 27,
"For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that He shali-stand
at the Iatter dty upon the earth: And though after my skin
worns destroy this body, yet in my fesh shall I see God:
Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and
not another; though my reins be consumed within me." Praise
God, though Job descended to the lowest depths, he did not
stay there. He knew that the hour would come when his Re-
deemer would return to claim the bodies of every believer
from jh. q"y.. At death, Job's sickly, weak, emaciated body

Yrqd go back to dust, but it would be raised a glorious body.
C,od's servant knew he would see his Lord, foi he declared,
"Whom I shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold." I
believe he was speaking by divine revelation of the great event
of which we read in I Thessalonians 4:lGl8: "Foi the Lord



166 Living Pati.ently

Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the rrump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and re-

main shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to
meet the lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
Wherefore comfort one another with these words."

When our wonderful Lord returns for His Church, "the
dead in Christ shall rise first." All who have believed on the
Iord will be raised to meet Him in the air. No wonder Paul
calls this the "Blessed Hope." It is 'blessed," indeed. On that
most welcome d^y we shall join Job, singing *ith praise in our
hearts, "I know that my Redeemer liveth." We know Christ
lives at this moment, but we shall know it then as we never
knew it before, for we shall see Him as He is. We shall recog-

nize Him by His nail*carred hands and feet. With joy in our
hearts we shall shout, "My [ord, and my C,od!"

I never think of Job's confession of faith without thinking
of the words of the Lord Jesus Himself as they are found in
John I I : 25-26: "I am the resurrection, and the life: he that
believeth in Me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And
whosoever Iiveth and believeth in Me shall never die. Believest

thou this?" Our Lord said further in John 14:19, "Because I
live, ye shall live also." fu Christ came forth from the grave,

even so will every tnre believer arise. Death could not hold
Him, and it will not hold us. When the trumpet shall sound,
the dead shall be raised first. The grave of every Christian will
be op,ened. Our bodies will be recreated and quickened and
we shall gather in the presence of Christ to meet Him in the
air, as prophesied in the Word of God.

Many people are afraid to die, but Christians should never
fear death. The grave is but the waiting place for the body
rurtil it is called to life again at the coming of our [.ord. Of
course, the soul does not lie in tJre grave. Immediately at
death, the soul of the believer goes to be with Christ. But the
day is coming when the body will be joined to the soul. What
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a wonderful hoP" we have to sustain us when dearest loved
ones are called away by death. It is not the end. We shall meet

*.* again, and then we shall spend eternity widr them in
the Preselce of our Lord. These few brief y".r, of waiting are
not long. We shall be together soon.

We shall sleep but not forever,
There will be a glorious dawn,

We shall meet to part-no, never-
On the resurrection morn.

For death is but a covered woy,
That opens unto light, r-

Wherein no blinded;hild can stray
Beyond the Father's sight.

Beyond this vale of tears
There is a life above,

.tlnmeasured by the flight of years,
And all thaf Uf" is love.

Job was discouraged but he was not defeated. He knew
where he was going; he was ready to go.

In the closing wor& of the chaptei tfre Lord's servant offered
a warnirg to his unkind friends. "But ye should ssl, Why per-
secute we him, seeing the root of the matter is found il *e?
B^" I" afraid of the sword: for wrath bringeth the punishments
of the sword-, that_ye may know there is-a judgment." These
are worth-while thoughts to follow Job's *rr-r.lous confes-
sion of faith. Not everyone will be raised ro meer the Lord
face to face. U."y will remain in the grave unril the second
resurrection. This will be the resurrection of God's wrath,
'tringing !h: punishments of the sword, that ye may know
there is a judgment." This will take place at the end of the
thousandTear reign of Christ. The wicked, those who have
never believed on the lot4 wi[ be raised to face their Crearor
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in judgmenr. What a horrible d^y that will be! It will be too

late foi repentance or change; judgment must be faced. Thus

Job informs his friends that th"y would do well to stoP Pour-
i"g our their wrath upon him, for o4y God is the author of

wr:ath. They would do better to get right with the Lord.
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For.r.owrxc Jou's LAsr spEEcH, hphar is quick with another

IesPolse. From verse 2 we notice that he was greatly disturbed
Uy 

_*_hat_ Job had j*t said. For this reason he could not k*p
still; he had to speak. "Therefore do my thoughts cause me to
answer, and for this I make haste." It would siem that Zoyhar
had overlooked completely anythirg worth-while Job ,..o.rirred
in his speech and picked up only that which disrurbed him. In
verse 3 he pyr, "I have heard the check of my reproach, and
the_ spirit o! 1nl understanding causeth me to answer." Z-,ophar
took what Job had to say as a personal affront. Like *ori hu-
mans, 7-ophar found it difficult to accept criticism, thus he
was quick to retaliate with sharp words. With his usual bitter-
ness, he accused Job of wickedness and hyp*riry.

Next Zophar emphasized the brevity of life for the wicked,
"Knowest thou not this of old, since man was placed upon
earth, That the riumphirg of the wicked is shortf and the joy
of the- hyp*rite but for a moment?" Surely you will rgr"L
that what hphar said is absolutely true. He argued rhar thit
philosophy has been known in every age. And, indeed, it has;

t69
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in fact, it still prevails. God tells us that "the wages of sin is
death" (Romans 6:23). Whether the wicked rebel blatandy
against the grace of God or practice their evil under cover,
posing as pious religionists, they soon perish, for sin produces
death. God says in Psalm I l9:I28, "I hate every false way!'
Because He hates every false walt He will judge every false
wdlt as He has declared throughout His Word. As Zophar says,

wicked men may prosper for a time but their prosperity is brief.

J,rdpent must come.

hphar elaborates on the prosperity of the wicked saying,
"Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head
reach unto the clouds; Yet he shall perish for ever like his
own dung: they which have seen him shall sI, Where is he?

He shall fly away as a dream, and shall not be found: yed, he

shall be chased away as a vision of the night." In the eyes of
the world the wicked go to the top, so to speak. But the prob
lem is, the higher the sinner go€s, the greater is the fall when
he comes down. In the Berkel"y version, the word "pride' is
used in place of "excellency" in verse 6. "Though his pride
may mount up to the heavens . o . yet he perishes forever."
A man need not reach the pinnacle of success in actual ex-

perience; he needs only to reach it in his pride. Whichever
may be the case, he is guilty. The inevitable fall must come.

Oh, how delusive is the sin of pride! Many have stumbled
and fallen because o[ this evil. "A man's pride shall bring him
lowr" we are told in Proverb,s 29:23, God hates a proud heart.

This evil is no respecter of persons. It strikes saved and uD-
saved alike. Many of the problenrs common to our churches in
our present day are the result of pride.

It is related that when a famous but highly temperamental
soprano soloist was rehearsitg to sing, Toscanini, the con-

ductor, painstakingly gave her instnrctions just as he gave

them to members of his orchestra. This proved too much for
the vanity of the famed lady and she broke out with, "I am the
star of this performance." To this Toscanini quietly answered
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'Madarq in this performance there are no stars." Torcanini
knew that unless the soloist, members of the choms, and the
orchestra were ready 

_and willing to work together in perfect
harmon/, there couli h lo perfoimance worth-hearing.

Unity of though_t and *orement in any effort ; highly
essential to success. Nowhere is this more true than in Chriitian
work. We need good leadership, but there can be no real ad-
vance if everyone desires the solo parts. We are all one in
Christ Jesus. In the sigJrt of God each member of His body is
f important as the other. There is no room for pride. Pride
bring-s sorrow, misery, and unhappiness. For the #cked, God
say: that it brings death: "He shall perish for .r.r.,,

A_ proud man is usually despised by those who know him.
ZoPha! says, "He shall be chased away as a vision of the
night." _A_proud uran is rarely acceptable among those with
whom he lives and worlcs. He is a constant source of irritation
and disturbance.

Further we read, "The eye also which saw him shall see him
no more; neither shall his place any more behold him.,, What
a tragtg Picture this is of a man engrossed in himself, who has
never learned to think of others but has been so busy exalt-
,lg himself that he has missed the best in life. The hpostle
John said of Too:plr 9r, he 'loveth to have the pr;-i-
nence arno_ng_ them" (3 John 9). Have you ever met a Dio
trephes? Maybe IoT are_one yourself, you Iove to have the pre-
eminence, yo1 find it difficult to play second fiddle. Anyone
who cannor.plly second fiddle *ell- will never be able ,o it.y
first fiddle. Crod says in C,alatians 6:3, 'For if a man think hi";
self to be somethit& when he is nothing he deceiveth him-
self." Have you been deceiving yourself Uy y*r pride?

One time a seminary student began pr"..t i"g his class ser-
mon in a conceited manner, but he soon forgot it and retired
in confusi.on. 4 professor kindly remarked , "lf you had
gone into the P$pit as you came out, you might have come out
as you went itr."
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How much more effecrual our service for Christ would be

if we were really to die to ourselves and become alive unto
Him; if we could say with Paul, and really mean it, "I am cntci-
fied with Christ" (Galatians 2:20). God cannot use a proud
man. Only as we are completely possessed and controlled by the

Holy Spirit can we overcome pride, because at heart we are

all proud. Do you want a full measure of God's grace in your
life? If so, remember frrst of all you must be empT, €mptied of
your pride. For consider what we read in James 4 :6r "He giveth

more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud but
giveth more grace unto the humble." And then in verse l0
G"d says, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He
shall lift you up." Are you willing to go down at this moment,

that you may be lifted up in the power of Christ? Then tell
the Iord so. Such a confession on your part would be a delight
to the heart of God. Let Him frll you with Himself.

hphar further describes a hypocrite, saying, "His children
shall seek to please the poor, and his hands shall restore their
goodr." What a sad lot falls upon the children of the wicked

*arr. Th"y must suffer the humiliation of making right the

wrongs of the evil deeds of their father. 'olo please the poo/'
as .rc"d here means that th.y will restore the proPerty which
their father stole. Their wicked father oppressed the poor and

used them as instmments to make himself rich. The children
try to save their narne by *kirg things right.

Let me say to you fathers, I hop. when you die your chil-
dren will not have to do that for you. I tntst that th.y will not
find it necessary to salvage your name out of the dump heaps

of sin. Are you a rea,l testimony to your children right now, or

are you a hindrance to their spiritual development? Many fa-

thers are a stumbling block to their children when it comes

to eternal things. They take little or no time for God. How can

th.y expect their children to be interested in the things of

God?
Wicked practices of later life are freguently the result of
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uncontrolled Iust in the years of youth . hphar says, "His
bones are full of the sin of his youth, which shall Iie down with
him in the dust." Here is a true picture of one living primarily
for the gratification of the fesh. No life could be more miser-
able or encompassed by greater sorrow. Verses 12 and 13 sug-
gest that the wicked man loves his sin so much that he refuses
to gve it up: "Though wickedness be sweet in his mouth,
though he hide it under his tongue; Though he spare it, and
forsake it not, but keep it still within his rnouth." To "keep it
still within his mouth" evidences his obstin acy. He persisti in
Iiving in sin, even though humble saints may have appealed
to him to forsake his wicked ways. Boldly he chooses the broad
road that Ieads to destruction. In John 3: 19 we read of men
who "loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil." In business they cheat and steal just to make an-
other dollar. They know it is wrong. Time and time again
they have been warned by others, but to them, what is thetif-
ference? Ah, there will be a difference someday, for sooner or
Iater the catastrophe must come. More than that, the Bible
makes it clear that even now there can be no happiness. We
read in Proverbs 4:l9, "The way of the wicked is-as darkness;
they know not at what they stumble." Life for them is an un-
broken chain of suffering and sorrow. But even though God
is dealit 

_g 
with them all along the wa,lt they refuse to recognize

the hand of the Lord at work in their lives. Oh, that they *igfrt
repent and turn from sin to the living God.

Look now at wh at Zophar has to say about the present mis-
ery of the unrepentant sinner. 'Yet his meat in his bowels is
turned, it is 'the gall of asps within him." His ill-gotten gains
produce no joy, only *i*ry and unhappiness. "H; hath iwal-
lowed down riches, and he shall vomit them up again: God
shall cast them out of his belly." This is not a pleasarrt picture,
is it? The wicked man loses his money as fast as he rnakes it.
At the same time, the more he makes the more he loses. As he
feverishly toils night and &y, his ill-gotten gains seem to pro
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duce no satisfaction. "He shall suck the poison of asps: the
viper's tongue shall slay him." This speaks of aouble, never-

ending trouble. It is a picture of the wicked man rebelling
against fu. We are told in Proverbs ?.8:l3, "He that covereth

his sins shall not prosper." No matter what he does or how he
does it, his sin cannot produce inner peace and satisfaction.
"He shall not see the rivers, the floods, the brooks of honey
and butter." He is ever clamoring for that which satisfres, but
he never finds it. Then, note, very ofiten his sin will catch up

with him. "That which he laboured for shall he restore, and

shall not swallow it down: according to his substance shall the
restirution be, and he shall not rejoice therein. Because he hath
oppressed and hath forsaken the poor; because he hath vio-

lently taken away an house which he builded not." Zophar is
speaking about the oppressor who deceives and robs the inno-
cent to fill his own pockets. To the wicked this looks like an

easy walt but he fin& that it is a most difficultway,
Next Zophar says, "surely he shall not feel quietness in his

b.lly, he shall not save of that which he desired. There shall

none of his meat be le[t; therefore shall no rnan look for his

goods. In the fulness of his sufficiency he shall be in straits:

every hand of the wicked shall come upon hiln." No matter

which way he turns, the wicked man seeuu to fall into trouble.

He c?nnot win, no matter how hard he tries, 'It the fulness of
his sufficiency he shall be in straits." Full - yet empty! How
tme this is of the man who refuses to yield to the control of the
Lord.

Park Tucker in his book, Prison. ls My Parish, tells of asking

an inmate in the federal penitentiary at Adanta to Sr. a the-

ological analysis for the redemption of man. The inmate took

his Bible and said, "I am a Christian because I have accepteL
tsehold, now is the arc,eptcd time."' He turned to another Por-
tion and said, "I am a Christian because I lssltslls-sBelieve
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved."' He turned
to another portion and showed Mr. Tucker the monumental
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Scripture, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to

Igtg^r: -"t 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness."

He added,_ "Chaplain, it's jusr plain ABC--acJept, believe,
confess." That is it, it could be nolimpler: accept, bllieve, con-
fess!

_ Having stressed the fact that the wicked man is never at rest,
that even his so-called prosperity brings only misery, hphar
Proceeds to show us now that the miseiable [if. of the wicked
will be climaxed by utter ruin. 'o\Mhen he is about ro fill his
b-elly, God shall casr the f.ry of His wrath upon him, and
shall rain it upon him while he is eating." In ,.r* 22 we saw
that the hand of the wicked shall come .pon him, but the con-
sequences are even worse in verse 23, where we are told that
the f.ry 

-of 
God's wrath wiu b" ,pon him. rt is bad enough to

be at odds with men, but to be on the Iosing side wirh Gia is
far worse.

But even this is not enough to humble some. "He shall fee
from the iron weapon, and the bow of steel shall strike him
tlrough. It is drawn, and cometh out of the bdp yea, the
glittering sword cometh out of his gall: terrors are ;p.; him."
There are some so steeped in un6elief that they rdtt try to
resist, but without success. Th"y are able to elude the tr.p set
b.y their enemies, but th"y cannot escape the j.dgpent of C,od.
"It is. ap_pointed unto men once to die, b,rt .ftolhis the iudf
ment" (Hebrews 9:27). It will be too late to make any ,*rrrJt
then. Opportunities will be past, there will be no second
chance. God Tyt in Hebrews l0:2G27, "For if we sin wilfully
after that we have received the knowledge of the tmth, there
remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful look-
ilg for of judgment and fi.ry indignation, which shall devour
the adversaries." The wicked man will seek to hide his sins and
in many_ instances he will rejoice, feeling that he has out-
smarted his neighbor. But C,od's Word assures us that "All
darkness shall be hid in His secret places : a fire nor blown
shall consume him; it shall go iU wirh him that is Ieft in his
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tabernacle. The heaven shall reveal his iniquiry; and the earth
shall rise up against him." What we do in the dark is clearly
seen in the secret places of God. The Bible is clear: the day is
coming when "heaven shall reveal his iniquity:' We may fool
our friends and neighbors and even dearest loved ones, but
we cannot fool God. He sees our sin and keeps an eternal tec-
ord of all the evil we have committed. Some d^y it will all be

brought out into the light.
The story is told of Ruth Wheeler who one morning left her

home in a great city to seek work, and never came back. Some

days afterward, a burnt torso was found in a box. Officers se-

cured all the possible evidence. Th"y saved bits of the dress

and jewelry and other evidences. A man by the name of Albert
Wolter was finally arrested. The dry of the rrial came. The
accused man was there, and the sister of Ruth Wheeler was

placed in the witness chair. The attorney had the little bits of
evidence in a small box, and his plan was to identify the torso

as being the mangled body of Ruth Wheeler. He held up bits

of the dress and said to the sister, "Did you ever see cloth like
this?"

tYes."

'\Mhere did you see it?"
"Ruth wore a dress like that the morning she disappeared."

He did the same with rings and bracelets.

"C,entlemen," he said, addressing the jrrly, "I have shown

you beyond a doubt that this burnt torso is Ruth Wheeler's

body. This torso contained a hand that held in it six human

hairs. Under the microscope it is clear that they are not hers.

They are different in color and texture. But comParing

them with the hair of another, they are the same as the hair of
this man, Albert Wolter. Here, gentlemen of the jrry, is the

brutal murderer of Ruth Wheeler." So sudderly did. this at-

torney prove his case that Albert Wolter confessed the whole

brutal crime.
Proving the guilt of a murderer is not always as successful

as it was in this case. There are many murderers and criminals
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who have escaped the hand of the law. But be sure, no mur-
derer, criminal, or sinner will escape the hand of God's j.rdg-
ment. When the books are opened at the Great White Throne,
everything will be revealed. Every sin, regardless of its nature,
Iarge or small, will be uncovered. Who will be able ro srand at

lh. judgment of God? I will tell you who--orly those who
have been redeemed by the blood of the Lanrb, oriy those who
have come to Jesus Christ for eternal salvatior]. When Christ
died on the cross, He paid the price for all sin, providirg erer-
nal deliverance for anyone who will trust in His redeeming
grace. Apart from Him, judgment must be faced. Then aftei
j.rdpent, eternal hell, eternal separation from God, endless
torment.

Zophar says further that after the wicked man is gone, 'The
increase of his house shall depart, md his goods shall fow away
in the_duy of his wrath" (20:28). One commentator says, "Iil
got-ill gone." That which he got easily but wickedly is taken
from the members of his family as quickly as the wicked man
got it. Ill-gotten gains seldom bring p"*.nence.

Zophar summarizes the chapter by sapng, "This is the por-
tion of a wicked man from God, and the heritage appointed
unto him by God." Many t}ere are who would readily excuse
themselves from all of this because ,h.y declare that they are
not wicked. I find it necessary to disagree with them, for the
Bible teaches that all men are wicked in God's sight, because
all men are sinful. God says in Isaiah 64:6, "But we are all as

an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy mgs;
and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind,
have taken us away." Let no one boast of his goodness before
God, because in the light of the Lord's perfection, all men are
abominably wicked. If this is the case, is there any hope? Ah,
y€s, Christ is our hope! We read in Hebrews 6:19,'Which
hop" we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and sted-
fast." In Him we are safe and secure; outside of Him we are
Iost forever. Have you made your decision? If not, decide now.
"How long halt ye berw@n two opinions?" ( I Kings 18:21)



JOB 2rzt-34

DsrERrvuNED To BE HEARD, Job pleads with his friends to grve

considerate attention to what he has to say. "Hear diligently
my speech, and let this be your consolations." AII he asks for is
a fair hearing and then, after th.y listen cardully, if his
friends desire to continue to moclc him, th.y may do so. "Suffer
me that I may speak; and after that I have spoken, mock on."

In verse 4 Job reminds his friends that th"y are not his
judges. "As for D€, is my complaint to man? and if it were so,

why should not my qpirit be troubled?" If Job's three friends
were his judgo, there would be little need of complaining, for
th"y were quite unslurpathetic. But Job reminds them that
God is his Judge and it is to Him he is appealing. God would
judge betrveen Job and his friends. If JoHs appeal were only to
his friends, there would b" g*d reason for his spirit to be trou-
bled. But since his appeal is to C,od, he is assured of being
heard.

Would it not be sad if God dealt with us as some people do?

Often humans are inconsiderate, but there is no end to the

178
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mercy of the Lord. In Micah 7:lB we read, "\Mho is a Qgd like
unto Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the trans-
gression of the remnant of His heritage? He retaineth not His
anger for ever, because He delighteth in mercy." Though we

TaI E *isunderstood by men, we are always understoot per-
fgcdy by God. That is why we can go to Him at any time with
all our problems and needs. We are assured of this in I John
5: I +15: "And this is the confidence that we have in Him,
that, if we ask any thing according to His will, He heareth us:
And if we know that He hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we desired o[ Him." Job was
resting in this blessed cert"irrry: even though his friends would
not listen, he knew God would.

A young businessman, who had been severely tested and
whose heart was again and again tempted to rebellion during
the process of rrial, came to a Christian worker for help. Hi;
motherless babies, two and five years old, clung one to each
hand. Though still in his early thirties, his hair was snow-
white from the hours of anguish through which he had passed.
An income of $20,000 a year was gone, his capital was swept
awdlt his home was gone, his car was up for sale. Srripped of
everythirg but the two lovely children, the big, broad*houl-
dered father, towerirrg over six feet, Iooked steadily at the
Christian worker and said, "In looking back upon my suffer-
ings, I find that God makes no mistakes."

What a thrilling confidence this man had in his heart. What
he said is absolutely irus--God makes no mistakes. If you torly
believe in Jesus Christ you can say the same thing. Even
though you may be going through a time of severe trial at this
very moment, God makes no mistakes. Job could say this even
tholgh he was tempted and tested by his three so-called com-
forters. He could look above their criticisrns, realizing God's
unfailirrg care.

Again Job suggests that his comforters say no more, for their
words seemed to be of little avail. "Mark De, and be aston-
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ished, and l^y your hand upon your mouth." '\^/hat they had to
say resulted only in fear and distress as far as Job was con-

cerned. "Even when I remember I am afraid, and trembling
taketh hold on my f,esh." Recallit g what they had said thus

far, it only disturbed Job, rather than providirg him needed

comfort.
Next Job turns his attention to the repeated argument used

by each of his three friends in their latest discourses, that of
the unsatisfactory conditions of the wicked in this world. Job
concedes that the wicked do suffer much in this world, but
even so, it is not what th"y rightfully deserve. '\ivherefore do

the wicked live, become old, yed, are mighty in power?"

Wicked people often live to a ripe old ige, Job informs us.

Th.y are prosperous, rising to places of leadership. Even their

children may be prosperous. "Their seed is established in their

sight with them, and their offsprirg before their eyes." Th.y
have Iovely homes in which to live and they aPPear hrPPy,

seemingly escaping sorrow and suffering. "Their houses are

safe from fear, neither is the rod of Crod ,Pon them." Is it true

that the rod of God is not uPon them? Yes; that is, not yet.

Presently it is the age of grace, but the wicked will not escaPe

retribution. If they persist in wickedness and refuse to receive

Christ, then they must suffer the conseguences in eternal hell.
But right now God is merciful toward the wicked. The reason

is given in ZPeter 3:9, 'The Lord is not slack concernitg His
promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to

,r-*"rd, not willing tha t any should perish, but that all should

come to repentance." Crod longs that th"y turn from their wick-
edness to Christ. Those who choose sin, rather than ttrrn to
God and His walt are blind because of their sins. Understand-

irg their conditior, God is merciful to them and Sro them

every opportunity possible that th"y might turn to Him.
Ir may be that you have grven little time to God. You have

lived for yourself and this world. Much of your prosperity is

illgotten gain. You have thought nothit g of lying and schem-
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itg. You boast of the fact that, though you have neighbors
who are honest and go to church, 1,or are far better off than
thgf are and you go to no church. If you mean by "far better
off' that you have more money, this may be true. But let me
ask, do you have real joy and happiness in your heart and soul?
Are you blessed with family happiness? Do you possess the

Peace of God in your life? Without Christ none of these are
possible.

Further Job says, "Their bull gendereth, and faileth nor;
their cow calveth, and casteth not her calf." This verse informs
us that the mercy of God e>rtends even to dumb animals. In
spite of the wickedness of their owners, the cattle are cared for
by God. Then notice verses I I and 12, urhere Job informs us
that the wicked usually provide for sensual pleasures for their
children though there is no provision for woiship. "They send
forth their little ones 'like a fock, and their children drrr.".
Th.y take the timbrel and h"{p, and rejoice at the sound of the
organ.'l H9* rnany parents are like this! Early in life they teach
their children how to dance, so that they will be well-adjusted
socially, but these same parents rarely read the Bible to their
children or teach them how to pray. What a tragedy that

Ptty children are being fed mere husks, spiritually ipeaking
having never tasted of the corn that provides ,life for ifr" ,o,rl.
One of the wor_st problems of our d.y is not so much delinquent
children blt delinquent parents. The pronounced wa)^,r/ard-
ness of modern children can be traced almost entirely to way-
ward and negligent parents.

Recently 
" 

daily newspaper carried two pictures. One was of
a fiveyearlold boi, who iri found trying to get out of a locked
theater at one-thirty in the morning. After forcing the door, a
police officer discovered that this very frightened little boy had
fallen asleep and had been Iocked in when the theater closed.
Let me sk, would you rest if your five-year-old failed to arrive
home by nine o'clock, to say nothing of onethirty in the morn-
ing? The other picture showed a disheveled but goodJooking



182 Living Patiently

boy of sevente€tr, who had been charged with dmnkenness.

Reporters discovered that he had started drinking at the age of
fifteen.

The awful conseguences of gross neglet in the moral train-
irrg of the nation's children is a national disgrace. The appall-
irg lack of concern for their chil&en's spirinral welfare on the
part of many parents is a tragedy from which many of them
wiU never recover. Oh, that parents would get right with the

Lord and then lead their children in His way. God in His
grace has enrrusted us with childten. Out of appreciation and

reqpect for His goodness we should goid. these little ones into
His chosen paths.

In qpeaking further of the wicked Job says, "They sPend

their d"yr in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave."

The word "wealth" as used here means prosperity. The latter
phrase means that th.y die without the pain and agony of a li:t-
gering illness. In other words, what Job is salnng is that the

wicked seem to die a much easier death than he anticipated.

Iob tried to do what was right in God's sight but suffered urr-

told agony. Thus it is not necessarily because a man is wicked

that he suffers, for many wicked p.ople often escape suffering

in this life.

Job continues by reminding us of the attitude of the wicked

in spite of God's grace. 'Therefore th.y say unto God, D_epart

from us; for we desire not the knowledge of Thy ways. What is

the Almighty, that we should serve Him? and what profrt

should we have, if we pray unto Him?" The wicked may not

say this in so many wor&, but by their attitude and conduct

th.y express it. Their hearts are hardened toward God. With a

snnug complacency th"y are satisfied in their p1oryftily. Since

they have 
"r.rything, 

so to speak, th.y do not think $"y n_eed

God. Carelessly th.y disregard any thoughts regarding their

soul's salvatiorr. Th.y give little or no regard to the certainry of

hell. Thus, though C,od has been gracious and merciful in Pro-
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viding them with their prosperity and health, th.y completely
ignore Him.

. J.ob- is quick to remind the wicked that "their good is not in
their hand." It was not through their own wisdJm or ingenu-

itfthr_t th.y ach_ieved; it was-through God's grace. Thus" says
Job, "the counsel of the wicked is far fro* -i." Even thou[h
they ProsPer in their wickedness, Job wanted nothirrg of it. fi.
qrefene{ to suffer with the assurance that he was Iight with
God rather than to be away from the t"ord and in p-rp"rity.

The fact must not be overlooked that the wicked do not h-
ways escaPe misery. "How oft is the candle of the wicked put
out! and how oft cometh their destnrction upon them! G"d
distributeth sorrows in His anger. Thry are ri stubble before
the wind, and as chaff that fie storm carrieth away." Even
th-ough 9", are prospergus, the wicked are of Iittle help to
others. They are as "stubble" and "chaff" when it comes to
b.i"g an aid to society. Th.y live for themselves and their own
interests. Because their evil habits and sinful ways are usually
duglicated !y their offspring, j.rdgpent likewise ialls upon rh;
children. "God layeth up His iniquity for his childrin: He
rewardeth him, and he shall know it. His eyes shall see his de-
structioD, and he shall drink of the wratlr of the Almighty."
The wicked and his prosperity will end ultimately, f; [r"
wages of sin is death. It is very possible that you may be revel-
irg in your prosperity. You are proud of your possessions. Real-
ize that_y9u have what you have and you are what you are be-
cause of the gFlce of God. He has been good to you. Yet you
have been satisfied to be on the receiving ind, taking but rr"r.t
giving! God gave His Son to die on the cross for yol, that you
might have eternal life. Soon your life of sin will be over. T[r.r,
what? The facts are clear-judgment and hell. Oh, rurn to
Christ before it is too late. Jesus said in Luke 13: 5, "Except ye

Iepelt, ye shall all lilcewise perish." Turn from sin to our living
Lord and He will save you for eternity.
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In ver se 2l Job asks, "For vvhat pleasure hath he in his house

after him, when the number of his months is cut off in the

midst?" Job is continuing his discourse here relative to the

wicked. Many years latei the Lord Jesus told us of the rich

man in hell. Grtairly he had no pleasure "in his house after

him." His cry was, "I am tormented in this flame." Sin can

produce only sorrow, if not on this earth, _ce11itly in eternity

io .o-". Now Job asks, "Shall any teach God knowledge? see-

irrg He judgeth those that are high." We cannot guestion why

til wicked are prospered. God is sovereign. It is not for us to

say who should B" p"nished and who shoul{ be spared. If H
ordairrs that the wicked be prospered and the righteous suffer,

this is within His power and jurisdiction.

Job further r"-inds us that death is no reqpecter of qersons.

"One dieth in his full strength, being wholly at ease and _guiet.
His breasts are full of milk, and his bones ate moistened with

marTow." Here is a healthy, vigorous man who, to eyeryolt't
amazement, is suddenly or"rt"k"r, by death. on the other

hand, "Another dieth in the bitterness of his soul, and never

eateth with pleasure." Here is one sick in body, or possibly in

mind, lingering day in and d.y out. This does not aPPear alto-

gether ,"irorr"bl. t rt it is certainly dgscriptive of life as we

fro* ir. "They shall lie down alike in the dust, and the worrns

shall cover them." No one, whether healthy or sick, shall escaPe

death. Then what? For those who have trusted in Christ, th.y

shall ever be with Him. For those who have neglected or re-

jected Christ, there remains endless sufferin_gjn hell.r 
Speaking directly to his three friends Job says, "Behold, I

k"oi yori thoughts, and the devices which ye wrongfully

imaginl against me." Th"y had condemned ]ob as a wicked

ma; but h'" h.r pointed out to them that mlny wicked men do

not suffer as he. In fact, on the other hand, they are ProsPerous.

Thus his suffering does not prove that he has been wicked. "For

ye saf, Where is-the house of the prince? and where are the

i*.Ui"g places of the wicked?" The comforters had accused
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Job of being wicked because he had lost his property. As was
often the case, wicked men did suffer loss of propertl, but this
was not necessatily a proof that Job was wicked. So he ap-
peals to his friends to seek the advice of fellow travelers that
might be passirg by. "Have ye not asked them that go by the
way? and do ye not know their tokens, That the wicked is re-
served to the d^y of destmction? they shall be brought forth to
the d^y of wrath." "Ask those that pass by r" Job is saying, "they
will tell you the same thing I have told you: that sinners will
be punished after death, that th.y do not necessarily receive
their just dues in this life. Thus it is not to be thought strange
if they prosper now." Judgment is most certainly coming.

Now Iob asks two i*portant questions. '"\Mho shall declare
his way to his face? and who shall repay him what he hath
done?" Few there are who will confront the wicked man re-
garding his sins. Even many preachers say little about sin so as

not to offend any in their congregations. But some day, when
man stands before C,od, you may be sure God will confront the
wicked with his sins, for every sinner must give an account of
his wickedness before Him who judgeth righteously. After
death, oftentimes the wicked is brought to the grave in great
pomp and ceremonl, as Job tells us in verse 32: 'Yet shall he
be brought to the grave, and shall remain in the tomb." The
phrase, "remain in the tomb," refers to a monument of some

kind being placed on the tomb. In other words, his wicked
companions will make much ado about his death.

Further Job sys, "The clo& of the valley shall be sweet unto
him, and every man shall draw after him, as there are innumer-
able before him." They shall make the grave as attractive as

possible. The casket will be shrouded and surrounded with
beautiful fowers, with the hop" that this might change the sad

situation. But all this human effort is meaningless in the eye of
God, for this man died with a wicked heart, having never been
redeemed. Is it not tme that many in our dry pass into eternity
in this very same manner.
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Job concludes the chapter by saying, "How then comfort ye
me in vain, seeing in your answers there rernaineth falsehood?"
He tells his friends that their boasted consolations are con-
tradicted by the facts. Th"y were wrong. It is not only the
wicked who zuffer; the righteous suffer as well. Job was not a

wicked man, in spite of what others said.
I am sure you have realized that this chapter is a clear and

solemn warning to those who live for this world and forget
God. Th.y have been too busy for the Lord! Th.y have neg-
lected to put first things first. It may be you are one of them
and you reply quickly, "Well, I am all right. I have done noth-
irrg wrong. I am not a wicked man as those described in this
chapter. It is tme that I don't go to church, but I believe I
am going to be saved because of the good things I have done."
If Christ is kept on the outside of your heart, somethirrg must
be wrong inside. Christ represents all that is holy and Bood; if
you do not want Him in your life, there must certainly be

somethirrg wrong. As far as the Bible is concerned, there is
somethirg wrong with all of us. In Romans 3:23 we are told
that "all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." All
men are sinners; none is excluded. Christ is the Saviour. He
shed His blood that you and I might be saved. If you never
have, put your faith and tmst in Him. You cannot save your-
self. You will ultimately go to your grave and spend eternity
with the wicked in hell. Christ is your only escape.
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Er;pnez is about to Sr. his third qpeech. As we have seen
formerly, what he had to say in the main is good. But the mis-
take is that he applies it all to Job.

Eliphaz begins by asking, "Can a man be profitable unto
God, as he that is wise may be profitable unto himself?" This is
a worth-while question because so many people think that, by
their sotalled goodness and by the deeds th.y perform, they
are helping God. We do not help Crod. He is sovereigp; He
nee& no help from us. Any righteous acts we perforrn are valu-
able to ourselves, but th"y in no way provide benefits for God.
He is not dependent in any measure upon humans. He is
the Creator; we are His subjects. Thus, Eliphaz was correct in
saying that by practicirg righteousness one may be "profitable
unto himself." In verse 3 several additional questions are asked
relative to this same thought. 'Is it any pleasure to the AI-
orighty, that thou art righteous? or is it gain to Him, that thou
malcest thy unys perfect?" Of course the ansruer to these ques-
tions is the same as the first found in verse 2. Surely God is
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pleased with righteousness in His people, but we should never

take the attitude that we are profiting God. What we do is
really of no gain to Him. It is profitable to us, but He is suffi-

cient unto Himself.
Eliphaz asks further, "Will He reprove thee for fear of thee?

will He enter with thee into jrdpent?" Does God chasten

us because He is afraid of us? Of course not. He chastens us

because He loves us and longs to help lrs. He permits trials

that we might give attention to His voice and perform His will.
In the temptation of Adam and Eve, Satan insinuated that God

did not want them to eat of the tree of knowl"dg" for fear that

they would become as gods and be on an equal basis with the

Almighry. This, of course, ws a lie. Satan sought to deceive

the first humans into thinking that God was fearful of losing

His position. Nothing could be more ridiculous. Pharaoh oP-

pressed Israel because he feared them. Herod slew the children
of Bethlehem because he feared the loss of his populariry.
But C,od has no such fear. He will not enter into irdgpent
with any man, for He is the sovereign lord of all.

Up until this point Bildad, Eliphaz, and hphar general-

ized in their arguments against C,od's servant. Now Eliphaz

becomes quite pointed. He accuses Job of specific crimes and

misdemeanors. "Is not thy wickedness great? and thine iniq-
uities infinite?" As far as the three frien& are concerned, the

answer to both of these questions is "y.t." According to them,

Iob would not be in the condition he was in if his wickedness

were nor great and his iniquities infinite. The word "infinite"
used here is the word for endless. But Eliphaz is saying that,

regardless of any attempts Iob might make to better his con-

dition, it would be useless because his iniquities would result

in continuous suffetirg.
Notice the first charge. "For thou hast taken a pledge from

thy brother for nought, and stripped the naked of their cloth-

irrg." He charges Job with oPPression and injustice. What he

is saying is that lob not only failed to do good with his moD€/r
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he did a great deal of harm. Further he accuses him o[ being
thoughtless of the poor and needy. "Thou hast not given water
to the weary to drink, and thou hast withholden bread from
the hungry." In verse B Eliphaz says that Job catered to the
wealthy and mighry. "But as for the mighty man, he had the
earth; and the honourable man dwelt in it." While bowing
down to those in high positions, accordirg to Eliphaz, Job
sent the helpless away in their need and poverty. "Thou hast
sent widows away empry, and the arrns of the fatherless have
been broken." Eliphaz assures Job that such action can only
produce trouble. "Therefore snares are round about thee, and
sudden fear troubleth thee; Or darkness, that thou canst not
see; and abundance of waters cover thee." Accordirrg to
Eliphaz, those guilty of treating their fellow men in such a

cmel and harsh manner must suffer the punishment Job was

endurit g.

Eliphaz's arguments sound quite plausible, but anyone fa-
miliar with the teachings of the Bible and the experiences of
life knows that many times the unrighteous, who are often un-
kind and thoughtless toward others, are prospered in life.
Th"y are not always judged immediately for their wicked
deeds. But rest assured, their day of i.dpent will come and
there will be no escape. Those who have deceived their fellow
men and have been unkind and spiteful toward them, often
get away with it now. But as surely * we have read these pro-
found words from the book of Job, the dry is coming when
these men must stand before their Creator and Judge.

This being the case, what hop" will there be for any of us?

There is none, without Christ. But for all who have believed
on Him as Saviour and Lord, there is abundant forgiveness.
For it is He who went to the cross for our sins. He knew that
we could never fulfill the righteous demands of His law. This
He did when He died on the cross. Once and for all He satis-

fied perfectly every demand of God's law.
The moment we put our faith and trurst in the Lord Jesus,
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we are declared to be no longer guilry. Notice these verses

found in Rourans 3:2*26: "Being justified freely by His grace

through the redemption that is in Christ ]esus: Whom God
hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood,
to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are

past, through the forbearance of God; To declare, I sal, at
this time His righteousness: that He might be just, and the
justiGer of him which believeth in Jesus." Did you get that?
Christ is just; He is perfect. He is also "the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus." Because of His death on the cross,

because of the price He paid with His blood, He can justify
all who believe. He declares them righteous and holy before
God on the grounds of His sacrifice. But He must be received
as Saviour and Lord if one is to claim the promises of these

verses.

Now notice what Eliphaz says in verse 12, "Is not God in
the height of heaven? and behold the height of the stars, how
high th"y are!" Yes, C,od is in the height of Heaven. No mat-
ter how high one may go, God is there. Recall the words of the
Psalmist in Psalm 139:710: 'oVl/hither shall I go from Thy
spirit? or whither shall I flee from Thy presence? If I ascend up
into heaven, Thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold,
Thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell
in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall Thy hand
lead D€, and Thy right hand shall hold me."

Eliphaz accuses Iob of attaching the wrong application to
this scriptural teaching. In verses 13 and 14 he says, "And thou
sayest, How doth God know? can He judge through the dark
cloud? Thick clouds are a coverirrg to Him, that He seeth not;
and He walketh in the circuit of heaven." Accordirg to
Eliphaz, Job believed that C,od dwelt in the highest Heaven,
but since His dwelling place was so far from the earth, C,od

was not aware of what was transplrirg on the earth. There does

not seem to be a single instance in the book of ]ob where such
a philosophy is advanced on ]ob's part. But thoughtless and
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wicked men do not always stop at what others sa/i often they
spe_ak their own words for thern, as Eliphazdid here.

Let no one think for a minute that, because God is in the
high- heavens, He is too far away to see what is going on. Some
would attempt to mislead us into thinking that, because of the
condition of the world today, God is so far away from us that
He is insensible to present realiry. The Bible teaches that, not
o-tly {*t God see and know everything, He is aware of every
thought in the mind of every human. This seems almost in-
credible as we try to reason it out from the human standpoint,
but the fact must not be overlooked that our God is the Cta of
all. He knows no limits nor bounds.

Considering this great fact, it is comforting to know that
whatever our need or problem, God sees arra understands.
Sometimes it seems in the hours of suffering that God is far
y^y from us. We might be tempted even to solr as did
Eliphaz, "How doth C,od know? can He judge thiough the
dark cloud? Thick clouds are a coverirg to Him-, that H; seeth
not; and He walketh in the circuit of heaven." But consider
2 Chronicles 16:9: "For the eyes of the Iord run to and fro

_mlg"ghout the whole earth, to shew Himself strong in the be-
half of them whose heart is perfect toward Him." God's eyes
are on you today. You may think you have been forsaken,
but you have not. K*p tnrsting the Lord! In Psalm 27:14 He
says, '"\Mait on the [ord: be of good courage, and He shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord." God has not
failed you in the past; He will not fail you now. Somehow, in
His own miraculous power and in His own chosen time, He
gll open the door that will Iead you out of your presenr af-
fliction. But you must believe that He is able and you must
trust Him to undertake.

One time a small boy, oD returnirg from church, was asked
about the seryices. Among other things, he said that the col-
gregation had sturg a hymn called, 'Tmst and O.K." Of course
he misunderstood the tide of the well-known hymn, "Trust
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and Ob"y." That young boy has given us an important rmth.
If we trust the Lord fully and lean on His Name, to be sure,

everything will be O.K. God will always undertake.
During an earthquake that occurred a few years ago, the

inhabitants of a small village were greatly alarmed. Th"y were
at the same time surprised at the calmness and apparent joy of
an old lady whom they all knew. At length, one of them asked

her, "Mother, are you not afraid?"
"No," she said, "I rejoice to know that I have a God who can

shake the world."
It may seem that God is far away from you. But cheer up:

He is not; He is close by your side. Do not be deceived by the
tempter. Walk by faith and trust God completely.

Next we find Eliph az telling Job that God always judges sin.

Doubtless Eliphaz had in mind Job's argument that C,od often
blesses and prospers the sinner in mercy. "Hast thou marked
the old way which wicked men have trodden? Which were
cut down out of time, whose foundation was overflown with a

food" (22: l5-16). I,rdg*ent came to these evil men, according

to Eliphaz, because of their wickedness. They had "said unto
God, Depart from us: and what can the Almighty do for
them?" These men were cut down before their time. Th.y were
,t ip"d off the face of the earth bcause of their sin. Doubdess

Eliphaz had in mind those who lived in Noah's d.y. God's

judgment was severe because of their sin. The Lord had ap
pealed to these people through His servant Noah, but they

cried out, "Depart from us." Th"y would have nothing to do

with God's message of grace.

With sarcasm, Eliphaz continues by reiterating Job's phi-
Iosophy. 'Yet He filled their houses with good things: but the

counsel of the wicked is far from me." Job had contended that
because of His gpeat mercy, God blesses the unjust as well as

the just. Eliphaz was quick in his attempt to repudiate Job's
claim of God's grace. Further he said, 'The righteous see it,
and are glad: and the innocent laugh them to scorn." In other
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words, Eliph az would have us think that the righteous rejoiced
in the judgment of the wicked. With satisfaction in their
hearts, th.y were glad when the wicked were taken away. Such
action is legitimate, Eliph az would have us to believe; it is to be
expected. As he says in verse 2Or'"\Alhereas our substance is not
cut down, but the remnant of them the fire consumeth." That
is, God will preserve the righteous but He will destroy the
wicked.

On the basis of his argument, Eliphaz appeals to Job to get
right with God. Notice the presumption of verse 2l: "Ac-
quaint now thyself with Him, and b; at peace: thereby good
shall come unto thee." He is acrually declaring here thaiJob
does not know God. "Get acquainted with God," is Eliphaz's
appeal. What pride, what arroganc/r to guestion anothei's re-
I3tignship with the Lord! As one gers right with God, "good
shall come," Eliphazsays. How utterly ridiculous this argument
is. I have known of godly p.ople who loved the Lord with the
entire heart, who for years had sought the will of God for their
Iives, yet th"y suffered endlessly, d.y in and d"y out. To be
right with the l,ord is no promise of an easy road, free of sorrow
and suffering.

Of course, Iet us not overlook the importance of being right
with the Lord. The best life of all is to know God and to walk
with Him. Do you know Him? If you do, then come what mof,
you can tntst Him for all things, with the assurance that "all
things work together for good to them that love God, to them
who are the called according to His puqpose."

Eliphaz says, "Receive, I pray thee, the law from His mouth,
and l^y up His words in thine heart." This, likewise, is worth-
while and timely advice for millions of unh appy, restless souls
today. Of course, no one can benefit from the Word of God un-
til he comes to know the Lord. Without this relationship, the
Word is a closed Book. C,ertairly Eliphaz has given .rs the
righdul order.

After the Aposde Paul came to the Lord, his first guestion
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was, '"\Mhat wilt Thou have me to do?" (Acts 9:6) He was

ready to let the Word of C,od have free course in his life. It is

doubtful that there was any of the Word in written form in

]ob's day,but there was the will of God to be done. In our day,

Crod freguently spealcs through His Word to reveal His will.
For this ieason believers ought to be storing up His Word in
their hearts, with a willingness to obey. There are too many

hearers of the Word. God declares that we are to be more than

hearers, w€ are to be doers.

Someone has wisely said, "Apply thyself wholly to the Sctip-

tures, and the Scriprures wholly to thyself." If all believers

would do this, th"y would certainly keep in touch with God.

Someone has written these thoughtful words:

My Bible and I
We've traveled together through life's_nrgged walt
O'er land and o'ei water, by night and by day;
To travel without it I never would try;
We keep close together, my Bible and I.

In sorrow I've proved it my comfort and joy,
When weak my strong tower which nought cjln destroli
When death comes so near me 'tis thought I would die,
We still are together, my Bible and I.

Does God's Word have the place it should have in your daily

routine? There are many weak, emaciated Christians simply

because th.y do not take the time th"y should to feed on the

Word of God. Eliphaz is to be courmended on his sound ad-

vice, "L^y up His words in thine heart."

Next he says, "If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be

built up, thou shalt put away iniquity far from thy tabernl-
Ies." This is so true. Those who are right with the Lord will be

conscious of any sin in their lives. Only when one is following
the Lord af ar off will he persist in practicing sesret sins. Could
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it be that you have soTe pet sin in your life, robbing you of
sPlntua'l vitality? Oh, do not rob your soul of God's f,ot. Get
lght v/ith Him! Let Him possess your soul fully. "Then shalt

toy l?y 
"P 

ggld as dust, and the gold of Ophir as the stones
of the brooks. Yea, the Almighry shall be thy ieferrce, and thou
shalt have plenry of silver."

Here is God's Promise of blessing for those who are right
with Him. This does not necessarily mean that you willL
wealthy in material things, for muclr greater than that is to be
wealthy in spiritual things. The child of Coa who is in fellow-
ship_with the Lord is indeed a wealthy person, for he enjoys all
of the spiritual blessings God has irrt rrd"d for him. Thus
Elip}az says in verse 26, "For then shalt thou have thy'delight
in the Al*ighry, and shalt lift up thy face unto Gfu." Iio
not know of anything better, fur the whole wide world than to
be in fellowshipltith the Lord, for as Eliphaz says in verse 27,
"Thou shalt make thy prayer unto Him-, and if. shall hear
thee, and thou shalt pay thy vows." Many people pralr but
t"il prayers do not get beyond the ceiling'of thiir room sim-
ply bec_ause they are ry! right with God. fh"rr is no use pray-

ilg unless we are in fellowship with Him. Sin hinden pmyir.
We read in Isaiah 59 l-2: "Behold, the Lord's hand-is not
shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it
cannot h"T: But lour iniquities have separated betrneen you

3id yglt Ggd, and your sins have hid Hi face from Iou, that
He will not hear." Sin is the separatirg force between C,od and
man. Thus, if one is to have prayer power, he must have a clean
heart.

Notice the blessedness of walking with God. "Thou shalt
also decree a thing, and it shall be eitablished unto thee: and
the light shall shine upon thy ways." Does this rrean that what-
ever you decree will come to pass? Not necessaritry. When one
is yielded to God, he will want only one thing-the Lord's holy
will. He will be so in tune with the Lord .rrd His puqposes that
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whatever comes will be what the yielded believer decrees; even

though it may be affiiction or sonow, God gives the assurance

that'ithe light shall shine uPon thy ways." God will not fail.
C,onsider these next two wonderful verses. "When men are

cast down, then thou shalt eI, There is lifting uP; and He
shall save the humble person." No one can ever descend too

Iow for God's mercy. There is always forgiveness. God will lift
the sinner up and He will save all who are willing to humble

themselves as little chil&en in His sight. Further, "He shall

deliver the island o[ the innocent: and it is delivered by the

pureness of thine hands." "The innocent" are those who are no

loogr Sulty before Crod. Th"y have had their sins {orgryep.
friy have been delivered from the bondage of ? wicked life,

as well as from the wrath of C'od. Have you had this marvel-

ous experience? If not, Crod longs to transfonn your life. He

desiro to live through you to show you what real living is.

Why not surrender your heart and life to Him at this moment?
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Jos REFusEs ro crvE_up in spite of the fact that his thought-
less friends rebuked him severely. Thus, ready with 

"rroIr",rpT"h, he :.yt, "Even to day is my complaint bitter: my srroke
is heavier than my groaning.' Imispective of all that his three
friends had said, Job felt that his complaining was justifiable on
the ground_ of his pain and sufferirrg. But though he com-
plained in his misery, h" did not thilk that his compl"irrirrg

1t d groanit g were equal to the weight of his burden. If onl
does more compla-ining than needful, he is certainly in a sor-
rovvful state. If Job were to have said, "My groanirrg ir heavier
than my srroke," weshould hold little hopefoi him. 

\

There aPPears to be a ray of hope for Job. Though he had
unde_rg9rr. excruciating pain and mental anguish, 

-he 
reco{l-

nized that behind it all was the Master fuchitect, who had 
-a

perfect plan. Fed up with the shallow argumenrs of his would-
be comforters, Job longs to go before God's bar of jusrice, that
he might te heard and ,rrd"rstood. Hear his cry i" his d*p
anguish of soul, "Oh that I knew where I mighr frnd Himl that

r97
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I might come even to His seat!" Iob had suffered so mucJr mis-

ery tl.t he felr enrirely forsaken by the [,ord. To him it seerned

as though God had departed unto the unknown. Lookilg jo
his circumstances and iistening to the vain reasonings of the

three friends, he failed to rcahzr-, that God was by his side.

Those who truly believe, need never search for God, for He is

ever near. He p**ises in Isaiah 4l:10, "Fear thou not; for I
am with thee:- be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will
strengthen thee; Y:ca.,I wiil help thee I Yea, I wil uphold thee

with th. right hand of My righteo*osss." We need not see

Him to be.s*.d that He iswith us; His Word is enough. Our

need is to believe Him.
A fine young athlete was considetit g the foreign ryssion

field for his Uf;work. He wir asked to open a new work in a

far distant land. He hesitated and said, "I just can't bring my'

self to go out there alone."
"W;ld you go theter" he was asked, "with a man like David

Livingstone?"
'Yesr" he replied.
"\Mould you go there with a rnn like Dan Crawford?"

'Yes, I would be glad to go."

"Then why not go with Jo* Christ?"
The Lord jo,s do"r not call us to a life of loneliness but to a

life of companionship with Him in His work. What He acttl'

rlly says is] "Come, and We shall do it together." One of the

most precious of all our Master's names is "Emmanuelr" whiel
*""rri "Crod with us." Maybe you have felt on occasion that

you needed to search for God. If you know Him and have

hrrsted in His beloved Son, Jesus Christ, He is with you. In
fact, He is in you. Thus, with reliant confidence, /ou must lean

upon Him for all things.
Nort Job says, "I would order my cause before Him, and 6ll

my mouth with arguments." He would unload the burdens of

hi; heart before rh; L,ord and tell Him all about his gnef and

suffering. Of course, this is our man elous privilege in Prayer
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at any time or place. God assures us in Isaiah 65:24 that "it
shall come to pss, that before th.y call, I will answer; and
while they are yer speaking, I will hear." What a blessed

Prerogative is ours in Christ, to unload the entire weight of our
care upon Him.

Well did Job rcalize that he would not receive the same rrear-
ment from C,od that he had received from the hands of his
friends. He says in verses 5 and 6r "I would know the words
which He would answer ule, and understand what He would

lay unto me. WiU He plead against me with His great power?
No; but He would put strength in me." God would be $acious
and considerate regarding Job's problem. Job rejoiceJ in the
confidence that the lord C,od Almighty would nor condeurn
him but strengthen and encourage him. This is the way the
Lord always works with His people.

Recall th" incident when th. scribes and Pharisees ap
proached Jesus in the Temple, dr.ggng before Him a woman
talcen in adultery. Th.y cried out, "Master, this woman was
taken in adulterfr in the very act, Now Moses in the law com-
manded us, that such should be stoned: but what sayesr Thou?"
(John 8:4-5) Jesus simply knelt and wrote something on the
ground with His finger. They continued to cry out, 'Moses
in the law corrmanded us, that such should be stoned: but
what sayest Thou?" Our Lord stood and said, "He that is with-
out sin among Iou, let him first curst a stone at her." Th.y were
convicted of their own sins, and every one of them turned and
Ieft. Then with heartfelt sympathy, manifesting the grace and
Iove of God, our Iord concluded His words with the wornan
by saying, "Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more."

God understands. He always does. Friends, and sometimes
even dearest loved ones, rnay misunderstand uS, but not God.
As we go to Him in praye\ unloadi.g our burdens upon Him,
we find comfort and deliverance from care. John the Apostle
writes, "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him, because
we keep His corrmandments and do those things that are pleas-
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irg in His sight" (I John 3:22). What a marvelous privilege
is ours to take all of our burdens to the Lord Jesus, with the as-

surance that He will understand; even more than that, He
will undertake.

Iob reminds us that not only does God understand us, but He
puts strength in us. He helps us. Few of us utilize the power
of prayer that is our possession in Christ. Oh, if we would only
take the time we should to meet God at the throne of grace!

One time a clergyman was walkirg along a road. He ob,served

a poor man breaking stones and kneeling on the ground to do

it more effectually. As he passed he said to the man, "Friend,
I wish I could break the stony hearts of my hearers as easily as

you are breaking those stones."
"Perhsps, Pastorr" the rnan replied, "you do not work on

your knees-that's the secret."

Prayer brings down the power that can break the hardest

heart. It may be you are disturbed because of the attitude of a
dear loved one toward Christ. Have you thought of agonizitg
in prayer for his salvation? Get hold of Job's message. God will
understand what you have to say to Him and He wiil answer

prayer. Talce time to wait on Him.

Job longed for an escape from his three persecutors, that he

might stand before God and find justice. He says in verse 7,

'oThere the righteous might dispute with Him; so should I be

delivered for ever from my judge." Again he reminds us that
God's judgment is righteous j.dg*ent. The [ord was not like
the three friends, who gave no consideration whatsoever to

Job's arguments. But he knew the Lord would listen.

Job's real problem seemed to be that he thought he had lost

touch with God. It seemed that he could not reach the Lord.
"Behold, I go fonn ard, but He is not there; and backward, but
I cannot perceive Him: On the left hand, where He doth
work, but I cannot behold Him: He hideth Hirnself on the
rist hand, that I cannot see Him." Of @urse, God had not lost
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sight of Job, but because of his affiiction and extreme suffer-
ing, Job thought God had forsaken him.

It is well that Job did not end his speech with verse 9, for a
glimmer of light appears in verse l0: "But He knoweth the
way that I take: when He hath tried r€, I shall come forth as

gold." The Lord always knows the way that we take. That is,

He knows the pulposes behind our trials. We do not always
know the wlf t but He does. It is not necessary that we know,
as long as God is all-wise and understanding. In Psalm 37:23

I 331we read, "The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lono." fob
was discouraged and downcst, feeling that his future was
hopeless. But each step that he took was ordered by the Lord.
There were no faws or mistakes in God's plan for Job. Thus it
is delightful to hear God's trusting servant cry out, "He know-
eth the way that I take."

Even more, Iook at what Job says next. '"\Mhen He hath tried
D€, I shall come forth as gold." Job had not yet Iost sight of the
purpose of his suffering. Sometimes the going gets awfully dif-
ficult, but we must keep our eyes frxed on the goal. You may
find it difficult to satisfy your own qrriosiry as to why you must
endure your present sufferinS, but cheer up, child of God,
there is a better dry coming. The Word of God tells us so; in
Psalm 30:5 God sls, '"\Meeping may endure for a night, but
joy cometh in the morning." Further, in Psalm 3l :24 we read,
"Be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart, all
ye that hope in the LoRD." Do not be downcast! Do not piry
yourself! God has not turned His face from you. Consider the
wor& of our I"ord as th"y are found in Matthew 28:18, "All
power is grven unto Me in heaven and in earth." The word
"powe/' is really our English word for "authority." Think of
that-all authoriry is committed unto Christ in Heaven and

on eartfi. V"ry often we are fearful because we think that the
authoriry is in our burden, that for some reason the Lord is not
grcat enough and strong enough to overcome the burden. The
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authority is in Christ. Whatever it is disturbing your heart at
this moment, rcaliz-e it, the authoriry is not iir your trial. Your
trial is subject to the authority of Christ. Claim this promise if
you know the Lord; it is your possession in Him. You may
be in the furnace of aflictioD, but God is not through. You
will'tome forth as gold."

It may be that God it trying to say somethirg to you in your
trial. You witl notice here that as Job speaks about his affiie
tions and the future, he thinks of his present and says, "My foot

hath held His step, His way have I kept, and not declined."

This is the correct approach to all of the Lord's chastenings.

We should practice the inward look. Job examined himself to
be sure that there was nothing within that was offensive to
C-rod. After a thorough heart examination, he made this dec-

Iaration, "My foot hath held His steps, His way have I kept,

and not declined." Oftentimes in our aflictions we become

aware of some practice of disobedience. In the normal ex-

perience of life, we might continue to overlook some particular
sin, but as God chastens us, we ate made aware of our need.

It may be that this is your problem at the moment. You have

spent so much time lookin g at your affiiction and your sorrow

that you have overlooked examining your own heart. Look

away from your burden to Christ, and as you 'look to Him, re-

member the inward look in the light of His holiness and per-

fection. Is there anythirg there hindetirg your Christian ad-

vance? Is God ttft g to say somethirg to you at this moment?

Do not miss the purpose of your trial. Hear His voice and

obey Him.
Every affiiction should be a call to an examination of one's

heart before the [ord. C,od says in Psalm 4:4, "Stand in awe,

and sin not." This is for you and for me. God hates sin, and we

should, too. So often, living in a sinful world as we do, it is

easy to become tainted with evil. Thus it is necess ary for God

to cJrasten us that we might rcalize the need of our heart. ]ust
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one little sin, which may seem very insignificant to lou, may
be a detriment to your testimony for Christ.

'W'. Y. Fu'llerton used to tell the impressive story of a light-
house off the coast of Florida, which many years ago failed to
act its accustomed part and became the instnrment of death
and destmction ratiher than of preseryation and safety. A win-
dow in the I*p room had broken. There was no time to Rs-

pair it and a piece of tin was substituted. That night, during a
furious storm, because of the darkened window a vessel b""ti"g
off the coast was sent astray with rezuIts fatal to the crew.

What a warnirg this is to those of us who are Christians. We
must see that the light of a Christrontrolled heart shines from
every phase of the life. Talce a selfexamination at this moment!
Let God cleanse you with the blood of Chrisr.

After declaring, "My foot hath held His steps, His way have
I kept, and not declin€dr" Job said, "Neither have I gone baclc
from the corrmandment of His lips; I have esteemed the words
of His mouth more than my necessary food.'Job's life was gov-
erned by the Word of fu. He was obedient to God's com-
mandments and sought to follow in the cJrosen paths of the
Lord. To him the Word of God was more important than daily
food. Job had discovered that he could get by *ithout physical
food, but under no circtrurstances could he exist without the
spirirual.

What a difference it would make if all the Lord's people were
to react in a similar manner toward C,od's Holy Word. The
Psalmist had something of this deep appreciation for the tmth,
for he said in Psalm I 19 :72, "The law of Thy mouth is better
unto me than thousands of gold and silver." What a striking
comparison, when millions in the world, even professed fol-
lowers of C,od, seem to be clamoring after gold and silver. Here
we have it: one realizes that God's Word is more essential than
food for the body; the other that the Word is more valuable
than wealth, to provide comfqts for the body. What does the
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Word of C,od mean to you? Doubtless most of us spend far
more time in feeding our bodies than we do in feeding our
souls from the Word. What a difference it would make qpiritu-

"lly 
and physically if we were to reverse the procedure, giving

greater place to the Word than to physical food.

One time Dan Crawford, the missionsrlr was home on fur-
lough. In Cleveland, Ohio, he was asked to give a talk at one

of the local clubs. Th"y informed him that th.y did not
want a sennon but a lecture on the geography and peoples of
Africa. Mr. Crawford vowed to do his best. He had spoken

only a few minutes, telling of his travels in Africa, when al-

most unconsciously he lifted his New Testament from his coat

pocket and lookingat it said, 'nWhere would I be without you,

Blessed Book? Hcw you have helped me as I traveled here and

there." Suddenly hs realized what he was saying, apol ogpznd,

and slipped the Bible back into his pcket and continued to

speak about the geography of Africa. In a few minutes, in
speaking of another area of Africa and recalling how C,od used

the Word to speak to hearts in that vicinity, out came the Bible
again.

"Oh, Blessed Book, how much you meant to me in that 
"ity.

Excuse me," he said, "I was to talk about geograPhy." This h.P
pend five or six times during the first part of his message, and
then holding up his New Testament he apologized again say-

ing, "I am so sorry, friends, but this Book means so rnuch to
me. It is difficult for me to speak without sa)nng somethitg
about it." His was a similar experience to Job's. It was certainly

obvious that the Word of God meant rrore to Dan Crawford
than "necessary food." He was in love with God's Word be-

cause he was in love with the [ord Jesus Christ.
In the dosing verses of the chapter, Job descends to a more

depressing note, saying 'But He is in one mind, and who crn
hrrn Him? and what His soul desireth, even that He doeth.

For He performeth the thi"g that is appointed for me: and
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many such things are with Him." Job is certain that God has
an unalterable plan, that even man's strongest arguments can-

lot possibly change the mind of God. What Job is saying is in-
deed true. Prayer has been used to change God's providence,
but never does it change His will or pulposes. God has an in-
contestable sovereigt ry, in addition to uncontrollable power.
Because He is perfect, hol/, and all-righteous, we can rejoice in
the fact that His will is always the very best. It is for this r@son
that we need not fear the fact that His plan cannot be altered.
We can rejoice because we know that whatever the result, it
is for C,od's glo.y and our good.

In the light of all this, Iob says, 'Therefore am I troubled at
His presence: when I consider, I am afraid of Him." There
is such a thing as holy awe and reverence of God. This was
not what Job had in mind. He was needlessly disturbed and
frightened as he considered C,od's dealings. Further he says in
verse 16, "For God maketh my heart soft, and the Almighty
troubleth me." It is well for us to have tender hearts in the light
of the Lord's providence, bnrt never should we fear His divine
plarr.

The chapter concludes with a pathetic note: "Because I was
not cut off before the darkn€$, neither hath He covered the
darkness from my face." ]ob is sorrowful because God did not
take his life from him before all of his trials, nor did God
prevent sorrow from coming to him. Job, like most of us, had
the problem of litde faith. He was up, and then down, depen&
it g upon the cirqrmstances. He Iacked spiritual stability. Oh,
if we could wholly lean on the promises of God! If we could
say as David said in Psalm 16:8, and really believe it, "I have
set the Lono always before me: because He is at my right hand,
I shall not be moved." David did not say, "I have set the [ono
stntctimes before me." Most of us act as though that is what
we have done. David "set the Lono alwcys before him." And
the blessed result was stability, assurance, peace, and blessing.
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Have you set the Lord always before you, or have you set your
trial always before you? Can you see only the trial, not the

Lord? Look beyond your heartache to Him who can heal the
broken-hearted, even Christ our wonderful Saviour.
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Jo, @NrrNuEs Hrs spEEcrr which began with the previous
chaptet by asking, '\illhlr, seeing tirnes are not hidden f** the

4*ighty, do th.y that know Him nor see His days?"
This_ question suggests that Job must have been thinking on
alother question that has disturbed so many of the [,ord's p"o-
PIe of every generation: 'o\[Ihy must the righteous suffer?'t Of
course, Do believer in Christ should ever ask God, '"Vllhy?" But
oftentimes, though we do not ask this question verbally, we
exprest_ it in our attitude. Job realized that God was ror.r.ign
in all things t let he seemed to feel that there was a trace of un-
fairness in God's dealings with His own people in comparison
with His dealings with the wicked.

Notice now what he has to say about the wicked: "Some
remove the landmarks; th.y violently tak e away flocks, and feed
thereof." That is, by shrewd and clever manipulation th.y get
control of the property of others. Somehow they remove or de-
stroy the "landmarks' so that the rightful owner loses control
of that which should be his possession. This kind of dishon-
esty is being practiced every dry. The ungodly have no regard
to propriery or fairness. As Job says, th"y even rob oqphans and
widows of their bare pittance to satisfy their selfish and cove-
tous hearts: "They drive away the ass of the fatherless, they
take the widow's ox for a pledge."

Further, they have no regard for the poor, completely ignor-
itg their needs. Often the wicked take advantage of the p*t

207
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and use them for selfish gain. Job says, "They turn the needy
out of the way: the poor of the earth hide themselves together."
Knowirg the unreasonableness of the wicked, the poor hide
from them in an effort to escape their unjust dealings.

In verse 5 Job describes the wicked as "wild asses in the
desert." This suggests the unconverted man who has not
yet been humbled by the grace of God. It is well to consider
that the word "humility" really means "to be domesticated." As
a wild animal is domesticated or tamed, So a humble person
is one who has been brought under the control of God. In
James 4:9 we read, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and He shall lift you up." In other words, if we are

brought under the control of the Lord, we enter immediately
into His blessing. The wicked are not so; they are as "wild asses

in the desert." Job says further of the wicked, because of this
they go "forth to their work; rising betimes for a prey: the

wilderness yieldeth food for them and for their children." Seek-

irg every evil walt th.y ignore the ctraims of God on the soul.
Notice, too, that one wicked man steals from another.

"They reap every one his corn in the freld: and they gather the

vintage of the wicked." Job tells us the wicked have no regard

for human rights. "They cause the naked to lodge without
clothing, that th"y have no covering in the cold. Th"y are wet
with the showers of the mountains, and embrace the rock for
want of a shelter." Regardless of how much one may be in
need, the hearts of the wicked ate untouched; th.y are cruel

and wicked. Next Job says, "They pluck the fatherless from the
breast, and take a pledge of the poor. Th"y cause him to go

nalred without clothing, and they take away the sheaf from
the hungry; Which make oil within their walls, and tread their
winepresses, and suffer thirst." It is obvious that the wicked

have a seared conscience. They have no feelit g other than for
themselves. Th"y have no regard for anything except their own
interests. What a sorrowful way to live. Yet millions of people

live like this. Without questioD, selfishness is the basic sin of
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Presen t-day civilization. It has always been the underlying evil
of every form of wickedness. How different when one comes
to Christ and permits Christ to live through him. The true
believer can say with Paul, "I am crucified with Christ: never-
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life
which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of
God, who loved D€, and gave Himself for me" (Galatians
2:20). Here we see self defeated and Christ victorious.

A man was complaining of his neighbors.
"I never saw such a wretched group of people," he said, "as

those who live in this town. Th"y are mean, greedy of gain,
selfish, and careless of the needs of others. Worst of all, th"y
are forever speaking evil of one another."

"fs it really so?" asked an angel who h.pp.ned to be walk-
irg with him.

'Yes, it is," said the man. 'Why look at this fellow coming
toward us. I know his face, though I cannot just remember his
name. See his litde sharp, white, cruel eyes darting here and
there like a ferret? And the lines of covetousness about his
mouth? The very dr-p of his shoulders is mean and cringing,
and he slinks along instead of walking."

"It is very clever of you to see all thisr" said the angel, 'tut
there is one thing which you did nor perceive."

"What is that?" asked the man.
"We are approaching a mirror!"
Because of our selfishness, we see the faults of others, but

we have not realized the evils of our own heart. It may be that
you need victory in Christ today. On the other hand, possibly
you have never been converted. You are still controlled by the
self-lifei )ou know nothing of the Christ-Life. In humble re-
pentance, bow before Him claiming Him as your Saviour and
Lord, and know the victory only He can gtr.. He can Sr" you
a love for others, He can enable you to deny self. Respond to
His message, and as He becomes the possessor of your soul,
you will receive victory over the destructive sin of selfishness.
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Job declares in verse 12, "Men groan from out of the city,
and the soul of the wounded crieth out: yet God layeth not
folly to them." The statement, "C,od layeth not folly to them,"
does not mean that the wicked will escape j.rdgpent. It means

that God does not judge them immediately. Because th.y are

permitted to persist in evil, it would seem that God is over-
looking their crime. But anyone who knows the Scriprures un-
derstands well that God never overlooks any crime. The Bible
teaches that all sin must be judged, though not always im-
mediately.

Job further describes the wicked by saying, "They are of
those that rebel against the light; th.y know not the ways

thereof, nor abide in the paths thereof." This reminds me of

John 3: 19 where we read, "And this is the condemnatioD, that
light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather

than light, because their deeds were evil." The wicked love

darkness and hate the light. That is, they love sin and hate

Christ. We read in John I :9 that Christ is "the true Light,
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world." There
are many who prefer to cling to their sin rather than come to

Christ. They rebel against the light.
In their rebellioD, often the wicked feel that they are unseen

by the eye of God. ]ob cites the case of the murderer who, "ris-

irrg with the light killeth the poor and needy, and in the night
is as a thief." In the daytime he destroys human life, at night
he robs and plunders. He feels that he does this in dark-

ness, that he is unseen.

Further, Job tells of the adulterer who thinks that he, too,

has covered ,p his evil. "The eye also of the adulterer waiteth
for the twilight, saying, No eye shall see me: and disguiseth

his face." The adulterer thinks he commits his deeds unseen

and unnoticed. In the next verse we read of the thief who
thinks the darkness can hide his crime. "In the dark th.y dig
through houses, which they had marked for themselves in the

dayrime: th"y know not the light." Thus Job tells us of the mur-
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derer, the adulterer, and the thief rebelling against the light,
thinking their deeds of evil are committed in seclusion.

Much of what Job has said here has to do with physical dark-
ness, but how much worse is the spiritual darkness in which
these ungodly men live. How ridicilous that foolish humans
would even think that they could possibly hide in the darkness
of sin from the eye of the all*eeing God. We read in Hebrews
4:13, "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His

!r_ght: 
but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of

Him with whom we have to do." No man can hide from God.
Because of this, sin must be judged. God says in Isaiah 13:ll,
"I will punish the world for their evil, and the wicked for their
iniquity; and I will cause the arrogancy of the proud to cease,
and will l^y low the haughtiness of the terribl e.'i No, let us not
think that anyone can hide his sin from God.

11 may be that you have been walking in the darkness of a
sinful life. Oh, give attention to the Word of Godl C,ome to
the _liSfrl Come to Him who declared, "I am the light of the
world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but
shall have the light of life." Chrisr longs to frll your heart with
iry and blessing. He wants to deliver you from the darkness of
sin and lead you into the light of His glory. But you must come
to Him-Christ, the Son of God, who died on the cross for
your sins. God says in Proverbs 28:13, "He that covereth his
sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them
shall have mercy." If you were to turn to C,od and repent o[
your sins, calling upon Christ, God would hear you and for-
give-you of all your sin. Not only that, He would enable you
to claim a complete victory over the particular tempraiion
that has been ruining your ,life. Few of us rcalize the powerfd
grip just one little sin can get on a person.

Never shall I forget hearing of Henry White, who wirs
awakened in the dead of night to go to see a dying man. Arriv-
itg at the house, which was nothing more than a tumbledown
shack, he found a rnan of about forty years of age, already



212 Living Patiently

within the touch of the hand of death. He bent over the bed
as he talked to him and offered to ptay for him. fu he spoke
he noted a sudden gleam in the man's eye. Still he went on
talking of things past and things to come. Then, as the wornan
who had led the preacher to the house stood sobbing her heart
out, the man of God knelt and prayed. When he arose from his
knees, the man was dead, his fast-stiffening fingers claqpirg the
chain of the preacher's watch. For many years this uran had
been a thief, in and out of jail time and time again. And even
as he l^y dying, the sight of a gold warch and chain was too
much for him. fu the pastor prayed, the dying thief tried to
pick his pocket.

In speaking further o[ the wicked Job says, "The morning is
to them even as the shadow of death: if one know them, th.y
are in the terrors of the shadow of death" (24217). Those who
Iive in the throes of evil are plagued constantly by the horrors
of a guilry conscience. Those who lie, cheat, and steal Iive
under the continual burden of being caught. Th"y are "in the
terrors of the shadow o[ death." But is it not tragic, though they
fear the eye o[ men, th"y have no concern as to the eye o[ God.
Far worse than man's j.rdgrrent is the j.rdgpent of God on sin.

Oh, that evil men might rcalizr-, that C,od sees their wickedness.

Th"y cannot hide from Him. But it is of even greater impor-
tance that they realize that God longs to forgive them if only
th"y will tmst in His beloved Son.

Job ad&, concernirrg the wicked, "He is swift as the watersl

their portion is cursed in the earth: he beholdeth not the way of
the vineyards." This describes the uran who chooses to live in
crime. He appears to be adept at stealing. He is clever and fast.

Not willing to work for an honest living like other men, he

prefers the easy w"f t at least that which seems to be the easy

way. "He beholdeth not the way of the vineyards." He has no
interest in earning an honest day's wage. He is forever grabbing
for easy money. But look at his future: "Drought and heat con-
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sume the snow waters: so doth the grave those which have
sinned." Though the wicked may be prospered for a while,
ultimately and all too soon th.y come to their premature end.
As the seasons come and go, so do the wicked.

Few mourn the death of the wicked. One who has been a
hindrance to society will soon be forgotten. Job declares, 'The
womb shall forget him; the wonn shall feed sweetly on him;
he shall be no more remembered; and wickedness shall be
broken as a tree." He will be forgotten because he had little
interest or concern for others. "He evil enfreateth the barren
that beareth not: and doeth nor good to the widow."

It seems conclusive from verse 22 that the wicked are ener-
gSzed by diabolical power. "He draweth also the *ighty with
his power: he riseth up, and no man is sure of life." Certainly
no human could perform the e4ploits many of the wicked do
without superhuman wisdom and strength. As Satan entered
into the heart of Judas and directed him to betray Christ, so
the wicked are possessed by the evil one and diabolically
prompted to perform their destmctive deeds.

But notice the grace of C,od as it is revealed in the next verse:
"Though it be given him to be in safety, whereon he resteth;
yet His eyes are upon their ways." God is merciful to all men.
So often we hear the questioD, 'Why are the ungodly per-
mitted to prosper?" It is because of the mercy of God. The Lord
Sro wicked men hundreds of opportunities to repent and turn
to Him. But if ,h.y habitually continue in their wickedness,
refusing to appropriate the mercy of God, dre end must come,
as Job sys: "They are exalted for a litde while, but are gone
and brought low; they are taken out of the way as all other, and
cut off as the tops of the ears o[ corn." It is said that crime does
not Pay. We might qualify that to this extent: crime may seem
to pay, tt least for a little while. Some do reap a temporary suc-
cess in crime. Ultimately it does not pal, other than the sor-
rovuful wages of eternal death.
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In the closing verse of the chapter Iob defres his frien& to

challenge what he has just said. "And if it be not so now, who
will make me a liar, and make my speech nothing worth?" It
would be impossible for the three friends to challenge lob, for
all that he had spoken was the tnrth.

One time F. B; Meyer was boarding a train when a rnan,

recogn izing the great preacher, approached him and asked

the guestioD, "How may I be saved?" Not having time to stay

and discuss the matter, as the train was pulling out, Mr. Meyer

replied, "Turn to Isaiah 53:6. Go in at the first 'all' and come

out at the last 'all."'The man went to his home, turned to the

verse, and through reading it wuls converted. Isaiah 53:6 sls,
"All we like sheep have ggne asr;ay." That is the frrst "all."
Every one of us is by nahrre a sinner; we need to be saved. But
God goes on to sal, 'oThe Lonp hath Iaid on Him the iniquiry
of us All." There is the second "all." God the Father laid on

Christ, His beloved Son, the iniquiry of us all. Your sh, my sh,
everybody'r sin was laid on Christ at the cross. To be saved you
*.rl go in at the first "all," realizing that you are a sinner, then

come out at the second "all," trusting Christ as your Saviour

and Lord. Have you had this wonderful experience? If not,

claim Christ as your very own. Call on Him. Tell Him you

want to be saved, and tell Him that you now receive Him as

your Saviour and Lord.
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Bu.oeo is the speaker once again. In the opening verses he tells
us how great and wonderful God is. Then he goes on to show
what man is, in contrast to God's greatness.

God is the Sovereign Lord. Bildad says, "Dominion and fear
are with Him." We may not always understand the Lord's ways,
but this gives no liberry to question His divine counsel. He
declares in Isaiah 55:8-9, "For My thoughts are nor your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lonp. For
as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways, and My thoughts than your thoughrc.;' Nol we
must never doubt the providence of C-rod. We are to tmst in
the fact that our Sovereigr Lord makes no mistakes.

One time a Christian man wrx walking with John Wesley.
Rehearsing his many troubles, he said he did nor know what
to do. They approached a stone fence, over which a cow
was looking.

'"\Mhy is that cow looking over the wall?" Wesley asked.
"I don't knowr" replied the rnan.

215
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'T'll tell you," said Wesley, 'because he can't look through it.
That is what you must do with your troubles-look over them."

In Christ we can look over our troubles. We cannot see

through many of the things we are called upon to bear in life;
but trusting the Lord, we can look over them, for our C,od is
all-powerful, the great God who is not limited in any way.

"He maketh peace in His high places," Bildad tells us. This
means that in Heaven there is perfect peace. God never be-

comes disturbed or upset. Everything He does is orderly, result-
irg in peace. Well, you ffik, *hy do we not have peace on

earth? Why must we have so much trouble and bloodshed?

Simply because men and women refuse to take Christ into their
lives. We could have this same heaverly peace on eafth were
the unsaved to respond to the claims of Christ. Jesus said in
John 14:27, "Peace I leave with you, My peace I grve unto you:
not as the world giveth, glve I unto you. Let not your heart be

troubled, neither let it be afraid." This is heaverly peace, in-
tended for you and for me; but it must be received by faith
through Christ. Oh, that rebellious, hardened hearts might
yield to the control of Christ and know this wonderful peace

on earth even as it is known in Heaven.
From verse 3 we are reminded of God's unconquerable

power. The greatness of earthly monarchs was known by
the size of their armies. Bildad 6k, "Is there any number of His
armies?" Literally this reads, 'n[4lho can count His arrnies?" God
has legions of angels under His control. He can motivate
humans to respond to His will. C,ould man ever hop" to war
against Cild? Some have tried, and even the devil will make

one final attempt before he is cast into the lake of fire, but how
ridiculous, for C,od has numberless armies at His diqposal.

Consider further God's vast dominion. "And upon whom
doth not His light arise?" Whoever it may be-the Eskirno in
Alaska, th" Indian in South America, the Japanese in the Far

East-Cod's providence and care are showered upon them.

David says in Psalm 138:8, 'Thy urcrcy, O Lono, endureth
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for ever." Indeed, it does! The mercv of God is shining upon

Io.t today. You may not realize it, but God in His grear love has
been ttyi"g_to speak to your heart. You have been too busy to
listen. Oh, hear His voice! You who have never taken Christ
i"!g your heart, turn to Him before it is too late. God's mercy is
sufficient.

There ate many who are tryr"g to save themselves, but Iook
at the next two quesrions Bildad asks. "How then can rnan
be justified with God? or how can he be clean that is born of a
woman?" Everyone born into this world is born with a sinful
nature. No man by his good works can do anything to change
his sinful nature. He needs the work of God's gra." in his heai.
Man is naturally mean and vile. He lies and iteals, he has im-
Pure thoughts, he is proud and selfish. His so-called righteouS-
ness at its best falls far short of God's standard. Listen io Gala-
tians 3:22, "But the scripture hath concluded all under sin,
that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be grven to them
that believe." The Scriptures are clear, all men .r" ulder sin.
One can be saved only by believing on the Lord ]esus Christ.
He is dre Perfect One who was sent by C-d the Father to die
for your sin and for mine. There is no other way. Christ is man's
only way to God.

In verse 5 Bildad informs us that even the moon and the
stars are not perfect. "Behold even to the moon, and it shineth
not; Yea, the stars are not pure in His sight." All of creation was
affected by the fall of Adam. Nature, as well as humans, awaits
complete redemption at the return of Christ. We read in
Romans B :22-23: "For we know that the whole creation groan-
eth and travaileth in pain together until rlow. And rrot only
they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfmits of the Spirii,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adop
tion, to wit, the redemption of our body." Soon all of natuie,
which was cursed as the result o[ the Fall, will b" p.rfected by
the power of Christ.

Notice the concludirg verse of the chapter, "How much less
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man, that is a worm? and the son of man, which is a worm?"
This is but a further portruyal of man in his state of utter sin-
fulness and helplessness. The Hebrew word used here for
3,""worTrl" suggests man's cormption and weakness. But look what
we read in one of the Messianic Psalms. "But I am a wonn, and
no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people"
(Psalm 22:6). Here is a prophecy of Christ, who became sin
for us. As our Sin-bearer, He put Himself on our level, not only
that He should understand us but that He should be our sin
offering, dyrt g for you and for me. Have you believed on

the Lord Jesus Christ as your Saviour? Do you know Him as

the lord of your life? Be assured that you cannot save yourself.
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Bn oeo ha-s just given his very brief speech. As usual, he was
profound, but it is obvious that he did not help Job very much.

Job says, "How hast thou helped him that is without power?
how savest thou the ann that hath no strength? How hast thou
counselled him that hath no wisdom? and how hast thou plen-
tifully declared the thing as it is?" I marvel at the patience of
Iob. Though he suffered excruciating pain, and though ex-
tremely handicapped, he could still answer his critics.

What Bildad had to say seemed to be worth while, but as far
as Job was concerned, it was useless talk. "To whom hast thou
uttered words? and whose spirit came from thee?" This was as

if to sI, '"\Mhat you are saying, Bildad, does not apply to me.
Your scholarly thoughts are well and good; but it is help I
need, not speeches."

It would seem that there are several important lessons here
for all of trs. It is so easy to criti circ our neighbor, but how in-
firequertly we help him in his hour of need. Further, Job oc-

cuses Bildad of qpeaking merely in the fesh, without being
2t9



220 Living Patiently

led of the Spirit. How often we are guilty. When one speaks in
the Spirit, he does not stop at talking but he does his best to
lift his weak or fallen brother. Are not most of us guilty of a

spiritual pride that prompts us to look down upon the weak and
erring one, rather than lift him up? Do we not find ourselves

gossipirg about the fallen brother, rather than going to his aid?

GoC asks, "But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost
thou set at nought thy brother? for we shall all stand before
the i.rdg*ent seat of Christ" (Romans 14:10). In Galatians
6:l-2 Paul declares, "Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a

fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit
of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.
Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ."
Do you see what God tells us here? We are to be kind, and by
the grace of God we are to be helpful to our neighbor.

L R. Miller in one of his bool$ tells of Sir Bartle Frere, who
was always helpirrg someone and serving God in some way. He
had been absent for quite a while on one of his African ex-

plorations and was to retu* by train. Lady Frere sent a servant
to meet him at the station. The servant was new and never had

seen Sir Bartle. He asked his mistress how he would know him.
"Oh," she said, "look for a tall man helping somebody." The

servant went to the station, and when the train arrived, h"
eagerly watched for his new master, trlnng to identify him by
the given description. Soon he saw a tall man helping an old
lady out of the train, and he knew at once that it must be the
person he sought. He went to the man and inquired, and in-
deed it was Sir Bartle Frere.

It was this kindness that Iob expected frorn his friends, not
the critical spirit they were exercising. God would have those

of us who profess to be His followers show forth His kindness

to all those around us who are in need.

In the rest of the chapter, Iob turns his attention again to
the infinite glory and power of God. In these verses God's

servant uses a variery of pictures to portray God's wisdom and
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Power in His creation and preservation of the world. In verses 5

and 6 Job portrays God's greatness as it is manifested in hell; in
verse 7 , on the earth; in verses 8 to I l, in the sky; in verse 12,
in the sea; and in verse 13, in the heavens.

In chapter 25, verse 2, Bildad stated that God's power existed
in the high places. Job is quick to reply that God cannot be
Iimited to the high places only. His realm pervades the region
of the dead, so that He controls all the departed spirits. "Dead
things are formed from under the waters, and the inhabitants
thereof. Hell is naked before Him, and destmction hath no
coverirrg."

Our God is the God of all. He is at every point of space at
every moment of time. David said in Psalm 139:7-10:
'"\Mhither shall I go from Thy spirit? or whither shall I flee
from Thy presence? If I ascend up into heav€D, Thou art there:
if I make my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there. If I take the
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea; Even there shall Thy hand lead D€, and Thy right hand
shall hold me." Here is a marvelous promise for the distressed
child of God. Sometimes we feel alone, but it is never so, for
God assures us that "Even there shall Thy hand lead D€, and
Thy right hand shall hold me." It may be that you feel that you
have been forsaken of God. But you have not. If you have re-
ceived Jesus Christ into your life, God is with you at this mG
ment. Turn your eyes on Him and trust fully in Him. Friends
and even dearest loved ones may have failed you, but ]ems
never fails.

The other day I read this statement: "God's part we cannot
do. Our part He will do." Sometimes we want to rush God to
answer our prayers. We cannot do His paft, but praise Him,
He can and will do our part. So cheer up, child of God, He
will find away of escape for you.Wait on Him!

In verse 7 Job says, "He stretcheth out the north over the
ernpry place, and hangeth the earth upon nothing." L His crea-
tion Crod stretched the heavens out like a vast veil to cover
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the earth. Th"y continue to remain stretched out by His sus-

taining grace. Notice, He "hangeth the earth upon nothing."
The earth upon which you and I walk rests upon no pillars, no
foundation of stones, but only upon God's almighty power.

Next we read, "He bindeth ,p the waters in His thick douds;
and the cloud is not rent undei them." Here is another rnarve-
lous act of God's providence. He keeps the waters of the clouds
from pouring down upon the earth, as they did in the time of
the food. Job says, "the cloud is not rent under them." That is,

th.y do not burst forth with their tons of weight and pour
water on the earth as through a spout. Rather, through the
mercy of God the water falls to the earth drop by drop, in small
rain or great rain, os God so desires.

Next we are told that "He holdeth back the face of His
throne, and spreadeth His cloud upon it." God would have all
of us walk by faith and not by sight. Neither He nor His ways

are visible to any of us. C'od and all of His doings are shielded
from us as by 

" 
cloud. Does this mean that God is inaccessible?

Not at all. We are told in John l:18, "No man hath seen God
at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of
the Father, He hath declared Him." God is known through
Christ, His beloved Son. There is no other approach to Him
except by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ.

Note further God's providential care as seen in verse l0: "He
hath compassed the waters with bounds, until the dty and
night come to an end." More literally, "He hath drawn a cir-
cular bound around the waters." Indication is glven here of
the global form of the earth. AIso we see that God in His provi-
dence prevents the waters of the sea from fooding the earth.

Were it not for the sustainirrg care of God in preserving His
creation, the earth might be totally submerged by floods. In
]eremiah 5:22 the Lord has promised that such will not be
the case: "Fear ye not Me? saith the Lord: will ye not tremble
at My presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of
the sea by . perperual decree, that it cannot pass it: and though
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the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can th.y not prevail;
though they roar, yer can they nor pass over ii?" Heie c,od
reminds us of His all-sufficient providence, but, in additioD, of
our human inadequacy.

Job continues, "The pillars of heaven tremble and are as-
tonished at His reproof." The "pillars of heaven" as used
here is a poetical expression referring to the mountains that
aPPear to reach into the heavens. Our mighty God shakes the
mountains and removes them at will. In addition to this, "He
divideth the sea with His power, and by His undersrandirg He
smiteth through the proud." As He chooses, He may stir "[ th.
sea or He may cause a perfect calm. Possibly this verse refers
also to the division of the Red Sea at the time of the crossing of
the Israelites. There was a mighty miracle wrought by our great
God.

Job continued by saying, "By His Spirit He hath garnished
the heavens; His hand hath formed the crooked serpent." That
is, by His Holy Spirit, that moved upon the face of the waters
at creation, God garnished the heavens. Not only has He
made them exquisitely beauriful, but He has studded them
with the stars, the sun, and the moon, that likewise are kept in
their places by His power. "The crooked selpent" as used h.r.
would seem to mean the darkness which was dispelled by the
Iiglt. Thus we could read this verse, "By His Spirit He gar-
nished the heavens; and His hand dispelled the feeting dark-
ness."

Crcming to the concludirg verse of the chapter we read,
"Lo, these are parts of His ways; but how little a portion is
heard of Him? but the thuntler of His power who .un under-
stand?" Job says these are only parts of His ways. We could not
b.St, to describe all that C,od does, "How little a portion is
heard of Him?" In spite of all the discoveries God hm made
known to us, we still know only an infinitely small part of His
divine wisdom. Paul's words found in Romans I l: 33-34 are so
true, "O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowl-
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edge of God! how unsearchable are His j"dgrents, and His
ways past finding out! For who hath known the mind of the

Lord? or who hath been His counsellor?"
No, we cannot begin to fathom the ways of God, but we who

are in Him can certainly trust Him and believe Him for all
things. If you are a child of God by faith in Christ, surely you
are glad that you have such a God as Job has described{ne
who not only created the universe but sustains it in every de-

tail. How foolish we are to worry when we have a God who
can do all things. Read these verses again from Iob 26. Con-

sider them in the light of your present problerns and rcalize

that what God has said in Ephesians 3:20 is absolutely tme:
He "is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask

or think, according to the power that worketh in Lls." The power

that works in us is the same power that brought the world into
existence and has sustained it until this day; the power that
will continue to sustain it until the heavens and the earth Pass
away under the judgment of God.
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Up ro rnrs porxr it would seem that Job has won the battle
of words. Rightfully, according to the stmchrre of the booh it
was Zophar's turn to speak. But as he and the other two were
silent, probably silenced by Job's argumeDrc, Job speaks again.

You will notice that the opening verse reads, "Moreorei Job
continued his parable." The word "parable" here means that
what he had to say w,ls highly instmctive, the essence of his
speech being grave and weighry. It suggests, too, that he spoke
with authority. I am convinced that it was the authoriry of God.

He b"g*t by sapng, "As C,od liveth, who hath talren away
my judgment." He spealcs well of C,od by calling Him the 'God
who liveth ," or, the 'tver-li"i"g C,od.' But h" ry.aks poorly of
Him as he declares that C,od 'hath taken away my jrdgf"enr."
That is, he urccuses C,od of not intervening and taking his part
before the three friends. I-ob expected God to come immediately
and defend him against the accusations of the three hypocritei.

Most of us are like Job in this rqgard. We expect C,od to act
at our beck and call, overlooking the fact that He says, '"lMait

225
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on the Lono: be of good couroge, and He shall strengthen thine
heart: wait, I sol, on the Lono" (Psalm 27:14). God has His
own times at hand. He is never late, nor is He ever early; He is
always on time. Thus we need never fear. God will undertake
for us at His chosen moment.

Further Job accuses God, saying, He "hath vexed my soul."

Job is charging that God not only failed to appear to justify
him in the presence of his companions, but He failed to relieve
him of the sufferirg and affiiction he bore, creating mental
anguish and sorrow. We are so quick to blame God for things.

Iob was no different. Had he been willirg to examine his own

heart in his affiictioD, he would have discovered that, be-

cause of his failure to trust God fully, he was responsible for
his own anguish. We bring so much sorrow upon ourselves

because we do not believe God and take Him at His Word.
"All the while my breath is in De, and the spirit of God is in

my nostrils," Job says. God's servant gives due honor and re-

spect to Him who is the Giver of Life. The phrase, "the spirit
of God is in my nostrils," means that Job was alive at this mo-

ment because of the grace of God.
Notice the important statement in verse 4, "My lips shall not

speak Wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit." How vital this

is. You and I should keep this thought before our eyes daily:
"My lips shall not qpeak wickedness, nor my tongue utter de-

ceit." The word "wickedness" is really "untntth." What Job was

sayihg was, "Regardless of what you three men say about rD€,

I will speak the truth." How important that we ask the Holy
Spirit to guard our lips, that we speak only those things that
honor and glorify God. The Lord Jesus said, as recorded in
Matthew l2:3G37, "But I say unto you, That every idle word
that men shall speak, they shall gve account thereof in the d.y
of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified, and by
thy words thou shalt be condemned." Someone has declared

that "in America we can say what we think, and even if we

cannot think, we say it anlnn ay." How frequently we spealc
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without thinking. What gnef we cause simply because we do
not let the lord guard our lipu. We irccuse, injure, destro[, and
produce endless sorrow because we do not speal( the tmth in
Iove. lob vows that he will not be guilry of rr.h wickedness.

Further he says, "God forbid that I should justify you: till I
die I will not remove mine integrity from me."- In his 

-,r* 
of the

word 'justify," Job meant that he would not Sr. in to the

lguments of his friends daiming him to be a hypocrite. He
knew his own heart and refused to bow to the gro""dless argu-
ments of his gpponextts. He resolved that ,rrtil the day of f,is
death he would continue to live and speal( the truth. What he
said here was a reaffirmation of what he already said in chapter
13:15, "Though He slay D€, yet will I tmst in Him." I a.li;re
Job's determination to walk with C,od. He had trouble within
and Persecution and temptation without, but with bold con-
fidence he could solr "Till I die I will not remove mine
integrity from me."

Further he says, "My righteousness I hold fast, and will not

1.: it- go: my leart shall not rqrroach me so long as I live."
Job desired to hold fast his integrity. This was th; honest ex-
pression of his heart, suggesting his determination to walk wirh
the Lord in sptte of his environment. Crod's people need this
same determination in our day. There are so many crowd-fol-
Iowers, so many Christians who walk wirh the I;d about an
hour a week, when th.y are in church. We read in I Peter
2:21, "For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an enample, that ye should follow
His steps." There was never a time in the life of our Lord when
He did not walk according to the will of the Father. We are to
fol'low in these same steps. It is not always €ilslr but as one does,
he enjoys the blessing of God.

In a certain Sunday school, the superintendent of the junior
deparunent was_ surprised to find that the offering, which was
placed outside the door of the departrnent room, had not been
reaching the treasurer. A little checkirg revealed that one boy
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had been slipping out of the door and pocketing the offering.
The same boy just a few months before had won the award for
learning the greatest number of Bible verses, including the Ten
C,ommandments. When he was confronted with his wrong-
doing, he saw no relationship betrn een takit g the offerings and
the corrmandments he had memorized. What was this boy't
trouble? He had memorized the coutmandments, but he had
never l.earned them.

fue there not many who say they know Christ, but what
th.y mean is they know about Him. They have never really

met Him. How do we know? Their lives prove it. When a per-

son is rmly saved, when he sincerely believes on the Lord Jesus,
the result will be a heart transformation. He will becom e a new
creature in Christ. He will be able to say with lob, "My right-
eousness I hold fast, and will not let it go: my heart shall not
reproach me so long as I live."

Job continues by sayinS, "Let mine enemy be as the wicked,

and he that riseth up against me as the unrighteous." This
verse does not mean that it was Job's desire that his enemies be

treated as the wicked. He is justifying himself in this verse and

the remainirg verses of the chapter by comparing himself with
the wicked. He is not invoking a curse on his enemies;

rather, h" is suggesting that if they cannot comPrehend his

desire for righteousness, then they must be wicked, and as

wi&ed men they must suffer the results of wickedness.
Next he gives us the reasons for his earnest desire to be a

righteous man. "For what is the hope of the hypo.rite, though

he hath gained, when God taketh away his soul?" Bildad had

condemned hy?*risy; Job likewise concurs with him: the hypo-

crite will perish in his sin. For this reason Job wants nothing to

do with hyp*risy. The hypocrite is without hope, "For what
is the hop" of the hyp*rite, though he hath gained, when God

taketh avtay his soul?" The hyp*rite may gain in various

ways. Since his hypocrisy is unknown to many, he often gains

the favor of the crowd. He is well spoken of by his friends,
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who do not know his sinfulness. Frequently he gains in
wealth, and by his lies and acts of deceit [e acsumulaf,s much
money.

But of what value are these things? Job asks, "Will God hear
his cry when uouble comerh .rpon him?" This is the second
reason *hy Job_wa_nts nothing of hlpocriry. The hyp*rire's
Prayer will not be heard. Of course, if he repents ,"d turns
to the Lord, God will hear. The invitation of Isaiah l: lB still
holds gpd: "Come now, and let us reason together, saith ehe
Lono; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as
snow; though they be red like crimson, th.y.shall be as wool."
81, very often the hypocrite is mastered by his sin and his heart
is hardered to the 

"*t.rrt 
that he will not turn to God. When

troubles come, he may praf t but he refuses to repent. He will
expect God to help him in his calamity, but God will be silent
until there is genuine heart repentance. The hypocrite will not
receive answers to hit_ prayers, for God refuses io do anything
fo, one until that one lets God do something inhim.
- TI" hypocrite uses C,od for a convenienle only. This is Job's

third reason as to why he will have nothing to io with hypo.-
ris1. 'Will he_i:llglrt himself in the Almighty? will he .l*.yt
call uPon God?" The hypocrite finds no f.uor with God. fi.
only wants God to he_lp in times of need. When the hyp*rite
is without resources, he expects Crod to come to his rescue. In
other words, he uses God for his own selfishness. He finds no
joy in daily communion and fellowship with the Lord. To him
refuge in God is purely an emergency measure.

This might b"_ 
"_gmd 

time to pause and consider your own
state before God. Do you really know Him? If you have re-
pented of your sin and believed on Him, is Chriit everythirg

!, you? Do y91 find joy 
_in communing with Him daiiy ,r,J

fgedilg upon His blessed Word? We rr..d to bew are of hypoc-
risy, the well-used tool of Satan.

-Begin_ning 
with verse I I through to the end of the chapter,

what Job says seems to be contrary to what he had already
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stated in chapter 21, verses 22-23 and chapter 24, verses 2L25,

He appears now to state what Zophar would have said, had he

taken his turn following chapter 26. hphar has nothing more

to say in the book. Possibly in disgust, he has given uP. If you

will compare verse 13 with verse 29 of chapter ?fr, you will
see that what Job says in verse 13 is really Zophar's argurnent

rather than lob's. It looks as though Job's purpose in restating

Zophar's argument is that, though Zophar's statement was true,

it should not have been used to incriminate Job.
With this brief explanation, let us consider what Job has to

say in the remainder of the chapter. In verses I I and 12 he de
clares, "I will teach you by the hand of God: that which is with
the Al*ighty will I not conceal. Behold, all ye yourselves have

seen it; why then are ye thus altogether vain?" God's servant

attempts to put his critics straight concernirg God's ju_dgment

on th; wick-ed. Job cannot conceal this truth. What God has

revealed, no one has any right to conceal. He affirms that his

friends know these facts; thus he asks, "Why then are ye alto-

gether vain?" What right had th"y !o condemn him as a wicked

n.n simply because he was affiicted? Job is gettitg at the heart

of the matter, which we have seen thus far throughout the

book; his being criticized unjustly by his friends.

How we must be on our guard constantly 
"gainst 

this evil of

criticism. Usually we criticize others because of our faulty

understanding of their circumstances. If we could see their

hearts and lives as God does, doubtless our attitude would be

differenr. We need to pray daily that the Lord will keep us

from the satanic evil of criticism.
Perhaps you recall the occasion when some of the friends of

the Lord Jlsus critici zed Him severely, saying, "He is beside

Himself" (Mark 3:21). How regrettable that these evil men

could not understand the words and works of the Son of God.

Their reaction was, He is out of His mind. Th"y criticized

because they did not know. Oh, beware of this sin _rh., brings

sadness arrd sorrow to so urany. lrarn the facts; be slow to
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speak words that will damage and destroy. God says in Isaiah
29:20-2l, "All that watch for iniquity are cur off: That make
a man an offender for a word, and l^y a snare for him that re-
proveth in the _gate, and ttrrn aside the just for a thing of
nought." A fault-finding, criticizinghabit is fatal to all thlt is
excellent. Nothing will stife growih quicker than a tendency
to hunt for faws, to rejoice in the uniovely like a hog whicir
always has its nose in the mud and rarely looks up. fh'" direc-
tion in which one looks indicates his life aim. People who are
always Iooking for somethirg to criticize, for the crmked and
ugly, who are always suspicious, who invariably look at the
worst side of others, 

'arebui 
Sving the world a picture o[ rhem-

selves. Will you ask God to remove every trace of .riticism from
y_our heart, that you might be a holy rnan of Cild, filled with
the lPi1t, speaking praises rather than condemning those who
need help?

In verse 13 Job says, "This is the portion of a wicked man
with C,od, and the heritage of oppressos, which they shall r€-
ceive of the Almighty." Though the portion of some men seems
to be wealth and prestige, Job informs us that before God such
a portion will result in ultimate ruin and *i*ry. Though th.y
may have escaped the j.rdg*enr of men, righily deserved b;
cause of their oppression, they will never esCrpe the judgment
of God.

Next lob declares the state of the children of the wicked. "If
his children be multi_plied, it is for the sn ord; and his offspring
shall not be satisfied with bread." The wicked man, thougl
wealthy and prosperous, may provide for his children. Ver),
often this prosperity, received without work, results in ine-
sponsilI" living. Those who receive things easily rarely appre-
ciate them. Thus wealth may read. as a slow poison, bringing
sure death uPon its victims. Though th.y have much, the .hii-
dren of the wicked rarely find satisfaction. Th.y "shall nor be
satisfied with bread." They arc like those of whom we read in
Haggai l:6, 'Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye @t,
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but ye have not enough; ye drink, but ye are not frlled with
drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; and he that
earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes."

The children of the wicked are very often like their wicked
parents: when th"y die they will not be missed. Job says, "Those
that remain of him shall be buried in death: and his widows
shall not weep." V"ry often they are selfish and inconsiderate
of others. Their easily-gained wealth has turned their faces from
the important things of life.

The prosperiry of the wicked is for a brief season only.
"Though he heap up silver as the dust, and prepare raiment
as the clay; He may prepare it, but the just shall put it on, and
the innocent shall divide the silver." In the providence of C,od,
very often the righteous are rewarded with the wicked man's
wealth. After death stamps out the oppressor, there are occa-
sions when his wealth will go to the oppressed. But even
greater is the spirinral blessirg known by the oppresred, never
experienced by the wicked: to have the blessed assurance that
God will provide every need-physical, spiritud, and mental;
to know that He will undertake foi 

"r.ry 
problem is far greater

than the accumulation of all the wealth anyone could desire.
Such bl'essing is not temporury but eternal in the Lord.

The wicked man 'buildeth his house as a moth, and as a
booth that the keeper maketh." The 'tooth" referred to here
was prepared by the watchman to be used for a single season

in the vineyard. It was only a temporury shelter. The wicked
rnan who prepares his own covering will soon discover its
worthlessness. How wonderful to be covered by the blood of
Christ, dfi the assurance of everlasting life. Jesus declared
in John 10:27-29: "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them,
and th"y follow Me: And I grre unto them eternal Iife; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out
of My hand. My Father, which gave them Me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand."
What could be more wonderful than this-the assurance o[
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eternal life through Christ! The wicked man knows nothing of
this confidence. He can know if he repents and turns to Chlist,
b"l aPart from Christ, he possesses nohop" of life eternal. Only
a brief span on this earth, then .6*", his lot-eternal
perdition.

"The rich man shall lie down, but he shall not be garhered:
he openeth his eyes, and he is not." He lies dow in his
wealth, thinking he has security, but all too soon he hears the
voice of doom, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required
of thee: then whose shall those things be which thou hait pro-
vided?" (Luke 12:20) The prosperity of the wicked is brief.
It is as a slee5orly a few hours, and then all is done. But the
wicked man cannot sleep. His conscience will not let him sleep.
lob -says, 

"Terrors take hold on him as waters, a tempest steall-
eth him away in_the night. The east wind carrieth him awzlt
and he departeth: and as a storm hurleth him our of his
place." Hele is_a picnrre of the grim enemy death attacking the
man who has done without God. It is bad enough to try tJ Ur"
without the ["ord, but it is far worse when orr" *.rct stand
before God- in- judgment. What will be the result? Job says,
"For God shall cast upon him, and not spare: he would fain
flee out of His hand." While he lived, the wicked man, though
trapp:d in tight spots, always managed to b.y his way our. But
now he has been stripped of all hi; wealth; frr srands empry-
handed before God. Who will plead his case? Who will h"ip
him now? There is no one, 'he would fain fee our of the harri
of God," but he cannot. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die',
(Ezekiel lB:20).

There is grgat rejoi.itg on earth when the wicked are gone:
"Men shall clap their hands at him, and shall hiss him ol11t of
his place." Hissing wzls a courmon oriental token of scorn. The
man who lived for hirnself, at the e{pense of others, will not
be missed by those who were oppresr"d. Th"y shall rejoice in
his departure.

What is the lesson for you and for me? Simply this: are we a
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blessing or a reproach to our fellowmen? Are we helpinq_fi.7
or hindering their progess? fue we living for self or for Christ?

Is the Son of God the lord of all? It may be you have never

taken time for Him. You have been so busy living for this

world and the things this world has to offer that you have

neglected the really important things of life. Before it is too late,

"o*. 
to God. Get right with Christ. The Word of God is tme,

"It is appointed ,rnto men once to die, but after this the

i,rdg".rri' (Hebrews 9:27). The d"y is coming when we must
-fr.. 

C-d. Are you ready? Have you taken Christ into your life?

If not, I hope you will at this very moment.



JOB 28:r-28

Jos rrAD ADMTTTED that what his friends had said about God's

i"{S".lt of the wicked was true. Yet he seems to b" p.rylexed
still with the questioD, '"\i[/hy does God aflict the rightlous?"
Now he tells us that though men may delve into the depths of
the earth and discover the treasures of God, yet they Lannot
complehgnd the mysteries of His providence. One may look
into the heart of the earth and clearly see and understand God's
*ighry works, but apart from divine insight, no one is per-
mitted to look into the counsels of Heaven.

In verse I Job sIs, "surely there is a vein for the silver, and
a- place_ for gold _where they find it." Job has been telling us
about the wicked rnan who gloried in his riches. Now he iells
us of the true source of those riches: they come from God,
cre-ated b;, Him and deposited in the earth. No man has any
right to boast. "Iron is taken out of the earth, and brass it
molten out of the stone." The brass of which he spoke here is
really copper. Iron and copper are less costly than silver and
gold but they are most essential. God, recognizing the needs of
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mankind, deposited in the earth those things which would be

most vital to living.

Job informs us further that these metals must be searched

out from the earth: "He setteth an end to darkness, and search-

eth out all perfection: the stones of darkness, and the shadow

of death." Man must determine ways to find these precious

metals, So he sets out with his lamps amidst the darkness to

search and labor for that which God has hidden in the earth.

The way of the miner is not always an easy one, we are told.

"The food breaketh out from the inhabitant; even the waters

forgotten of the foot: they are dried uP, th.y are gone away

from men." The search is frequently hampered by subterrane-

ous waters. The word "inhabitant" is really "srranger." I\[an,
who is a stranger in the depths of the earth, will be suqprised

suddenly to find a stream breaking forth beside him. But, says

Iob, "They are dried up, th"y are gone away from men." Soon

the pumps are at work and the water is cleared away T that

further 
"ffortr 

will not be hampered. Thus God has made this

provision for man, that life may be sustained.

Job continues by olong, "As for the earth, out of it cometh

bread; and under it is turned uP as it were fire." Many make

their living by what they find in the depths of the earth. From

these trearures th.y bry food for the body. Also, from them

they get their [uel, "as it were firer" to PrePare the food.

N; only has God placed certain essentials for life in the

earth, but even the luxuries. Job tells us that "the stones of it
are the place of sapphires: and it hath dust of gold." For some

it wouta Ue far better it these valuable treasures were left in the

eafth, that covetous hearts might not search for security in un-

certain riche.
Notice, too, from verse 7, that God has given man wisdom

that He has not endowed to the lesser forms of life. 'There is a

parh which no fowl knoweth, and which the vulture's- eye 14,
rrot s@n." The word "fowl" probably refers to the eagle, which



Iob 28:1-28 237

is more sharpsighted than any other bird. Even though the
eagle can see its prey at an amazing distance, only man has the
ability to search out God's hidden treasures in the earth. Even

_rh" kit g of the beasts, the lion, knows nothing of the wealth
buried in the earth. 'The lion's whelps have not trodden it
nor the fierce lion passed by it."

Thus with his God-given knowledge, man turns to his task
of uncovering the hidden treasures. "He putteth forth his hand
uPon the rock; he overturneth the mountain by the roots. He
cutteth out rivers among the rocls; and his eye seeth every
precious thing. He bindeth the floods from overfowing; and
the thing that is hid bringeth he forth ro light." His search is
rewarded by gf.at treasures.

When we pause to consider the wealth and treasure that are
buried in the earth, who could b"grn to estimate the value of
such depgsits? Oh, the grace of C,od, that He should provide
this for sinful malr. Those of us who have been privileged to
become partakers of these treasures should never forget their
true ownership. God says in Psalm 50:12, "If I were hungry, I
would not tell thee: for the world is Mine, and the fulness
thereof ."

As we think of the precious stones hidden away under the
earth's surface, there is somethirg far more valuable than these
in the sight of God. Do you know what it is? His jewels! Speak-
irrg of His own people, the Lord said in Malachi 3:17: "And
they shall be MiD€, saith the Lord of hosts, in that d.y when I
make up My jewels; and I will spare them, as a man spareth his
own son that serveth him." More precious to God than dia-
monds, mbies, and spphires are those who have believed on
the Lord Jesus Christ. Though the treasures under the earth
are hidden from the eye of man, every one is known to C,od.
You may be sure that every one of His own people is known to
Him, as well. Sometimes we feel forsaken and forgotten. It is
tme that even dearest friends and loved ones may forsake uS,
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but God never will. We are His precious jewels if we are in
Christ. Child of God, we have nothing to fear, for we are pre-
cious in His sight.

Alexander Maclaren was i*t sixteen when he accepted his
first job in Glasgow, six miles from home. Between home and
the city wtts a deep ravine, supposedly haunted. He was afraid
to go through there, even in the daytime.

"Come home as fast z$ you can, when you get off on Sarurday
night," were his father's parting words on Monday morning.
Thinlcirg of the deep ravine, he said, "I will come home early
Sunday mornirg."

"No, Alec, come home Saturday night."
All the week Alec worried about the ravine. On Saturday

night he came to the edge of the ravine. I"ool(irg into the inlcy
blackness, he could not move. Tears came. Then sudderrly he
heard footsteP,s. Out of the darkness came the grandest man on

earth.
"Alec, I came to meet you." Together th"y went into the val-

ley and Alec was not afraid of anything that night.
As that son was precious to his father, so every son of God

is precigus to our wonderful Lord. For this reason He promises
in Hebrews l3:5, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee."
What is your need at this moment? What is your problem?
Look up to the Lord! Look into His blessed face, hear His words
of comfort and peace. He will not fail you; you are one of His
jewels, more precious than all the wealth hidden below the
earth.

Job continues by spealcing of a greater treasure than that
which man can hold in his hand; it is that which he receives

into his heart. "But where shall wisdom be found? and where
is the place of understandirrg?" Can the eye of man see divine
wisdom as he has been able to see the treasures of the earth?
Most surely not. Dvine wisdom cannot be seen at the moment.
For divine wisdom is a Person-that Person is the Son of the
Living God. Someday He will be seen, for the Scriptures are
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clear, "Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall
see Him, and th"y also which pierced Him: and 

"tt 
kindreds

of the earth shall wail because of Him" (Revelation l:7). But
Plesendy He cannot be seen with the human eye-orly with
the eye of faith, oS th9 Apostle Paul tells us, "\[Ihom having not

:Trr, ye love; in whom, though now ye see Him nor, yer

!:lfdng, Ig rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory"
(l Peter l:8).

Concerning divine wisdom, Job says, "Man knoweth not the
Pric_lthereof; neither is it found in the land of the living." Who

13ld begin to put a price on all we have received by receiving
Christ into the heart? Who could estimate the-value of such an
experience? It is i*p*sible, for there is nothing on earth to
which this most wonderful experience can b. .oJpared. Noth-
itg like it is found in this *ola. Even all the wealth o[ the
world could not begin to compare to the importance of knowing
Christ as Saviour and Lord. God says in Mark 8:3G32, "Foi
what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and
Iose his own soul? Or what shall a man grr" in exchange for
his soul?" The most essential and vital experience in UtJ is to
receive Christ into one's heart.

Job goes oD, "The depth saith, It is not in me: and the sea
saith, It is not with me." Ask the miners; they will tell you that
wisdom is not found in the depths of the earth. They have
gone into the innermost recesses of the darlcness of the earth,
but the wisdom of God was not there. Ask the sailors; they will
tell you it is not on the sea.

Further Job states that "it cannot be gotten for gold, nei-
ther shall silver be weighed for the price thereof.' I suppose, if
salvation were offered for a specified sum of money, many
would respond more readily. But "it cannot be gotten for
gold." We read in I Peter l: 18-19, "Forasmuch as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with cornrptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from
your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a
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lamb without blemish and without spot." The wisdom of God
is a gift. Neither litde money nor much can obtain this precious

gift, it can be received only by faith through the grace and
mercy of God. It is as we read in Romans 3 :24, "Being justified
freely bv His grace through the redemption that is in Christ

Jesus."
Next we are told, "It cannot be valued with the gold of

Ophir, with the precious onyxr or the sapphire. The gold and
the crystal cannot equal it: and the exchange of it shall not be

for jewels of fine gold." The gold of Ophir was known as the
most precious. The onyx and crystal were extremely valuable
in Job's day. But what were these in comparison to the wisdom
of God? 'To whom then will ye liken God? or what likeness

will ye compare unto Him?" (Isaiah 40: 18) To know the Lord,
and to have Him as one's possession, is to have rnore than

all that the wealth in the world could provide. The value of
wisdom, the assurance of salvatioD, is far beyond and above

anythirrg money can bry.
Job continues by r.yrn& "No mention shall be made of coral,

or of pearls: for the price of wisdom is above rubies. The topaz

of Ethiopia shall not equal it, neither shall it be valued with
pure gold." Yes, far above the price of rubies is the wisdom of
God manifested in His beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Many who
have all that money can b.y are devoid of peace and lasting

happiness, for these are not found in earth's treasures. Th"y
are kt ot"r, otly in heavenly wisdom - the wisdom of God -
Christ the Son of God.

How delusive riches are. Thousands on every hand ure

clamorirrg to get more and rnore of that which .PPors to be of
greatest value, but soon these earthly treasures will cnrmble

into dust. God says, "Lay not up for yourselves treasures uPon

earth, where moth and nrst doth cormpt, and where thieves

break through and steal: But l^y up for yourselves ffeasures

in heaven, where neither moth nor rtrst doth coruPt, and where
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thieves do not break through nor steal: For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also" (Matthew 6: l9-21).

Are you laying up treasures for eternity? Only what is done
for Christ will- lait. Do you really know Christ? Is He
your Saviour and Lord) Then live for Him, tell others about
Him. All around you there are those who know not the gift ot
God, the Heavet ly Treasure. The burden falls upon those of
us who have received Him to tell these helpless, struggling
souls about Him who is the wisdom of God. If, while digging
in the earth, you were to find a precious stone of inestimable
worth, would you not tell others about your discovery? Surely
you would. If you have found Him whose price is far above
rubies, share Him with others. If Christ is in your heart, let
His Words be on your lips. The Bible says in Matthew L2:34,
"Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh." If
you know Christ, )rou have found a wonderful treasure. Tell
others about Him!

Job asks several questions: '\Mhence then cometh wisdom?
and where is the place of understanding?" He had previorrsly
asked these questions in verse 12. Repetition in the Bible is
usually indicative of something of utmost importance. It is well
that we consider the answers to these questions. Do you know
the answers? Job makes it clear that God's wisdom is twofold.
There is that part of His wisdom known by Himself only, not
to be known by us. On the other hand, there is the revealed wis-
dom of C,od, which is fior all who tmst in Him. God tells us that
"the secret things belong unto the Lono our God: but those
things which are revealed belong unto us and to our children
for ever, that we may do all the words of this law" (Deuter-
onomy 29:29).

First, Job speaks of the hidden wisdom: "seeirg it is hid from
the eyes of all living, and kept close from the fowls of the
air." Even the great philosophers and scientisrc, who delve into
the mysteries of the world, cannot attempt to explore this wir
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dom. It is known only to God, havirg to do with His will and
providence. Even dearest saints have no authoriry to expect

knowledge of the unrevealed unless God in His mercy desires

to make it known. So often God's people ask that age-old ques-

tion, "Why? Why did God do this to me? Why did C,od permit
this tragedy to enter into my home?" Do not ask God why, for
you are tryng to peer into that portion of His plan that cannot
possibly b" known until we see Him face to face. Death is the
door through which we pass into the wisdom unknown to the

living.

Job continues by saying, "Destruction and death solr We
have heard the fame thereof with our ears." Death for the fs-
liever in Christ is not a cold, lifeless state. Those who have

died in the Lord can sslr as did Job, 'n\Me have heard." Th"y
have heard the voice of the Lord. Though they were confused

and perplexed throughout li[e, death made all things different.
The unknown became known and understandable. The scales

have been removed from once-blinded eyes, and now they can

see as never before. "Now we see through a glass, darkly; but
then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know

even as also I am known" (l Corinthians 13: 12).

Look at verses 23 and 24: "God understandeth the way

thereof, and He knoweth the place thereof. For He looketh

to the ends of the earth, and seeth under the 'arhole heaven."

Because you and I cannot understand why we must face con-

fusing and disturbing trials, it is not to be said that God cannot

understand. Job assures us that "God understandeth the way

thereof."
It is very possible at this moment that the circumstances in

which you find yourself appear to be etrtremely bewildetitg.
Trust God! Has He failed you even once in the past? Of course

not! Nor will He fail you now. Though the reason for your trial
is unknown to you, remember it is perfectly understandable to

God, for He sees all things. "He looketh to the ends of the

earth," Job says. The eyes of the Lord are in every place. Not
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once has He removed His- yare from you. "The eyes of the
Lono run to and fro throughout the whole earth, to show Him-
::lf :I9lg_in the behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward
Him" (2 Chronicles 16:9). The wonderful thi"j about it all is
that, not only does God see us and understanffdly why we
are in certain circumstances, but He is in a position io help .r.
lob -says 

that God is able 'To rnake tfr. weight for^ the
winds; ani He weigheth the waters by measure.,, 

v

What do we know about the windi "Thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it
goeth" (John 3:8). God knows all about the wind. In fact, He
controls it. How wonderful that we worship such a Godl He
is the Creator and the Master of all the Jl.*"nts. Job says,
'"\Mhen He made a decree for the rain, and a way for the hgfrt-
ning of the thunder: Then did He see ir, and de.l"r it; he
PrePared it, Y@, and searched it out." There is much no man
has ever been able to learn about the elements and about crea-
tion, but God the Creator knows all things.

Not all of God's wisdom is hidden- from the eye of the
earnest seeker,- for Job tells us that God said, "Beholj, the fear
of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to depart from gvil is under-
standit g." Here is wisdom within our reach. Let us not be con-
cerned about the things God has not revealed. It is futile to try
lo _comPrehend those_ things God has kept unro Himsef.
Rather, let us fear the Lord and turn from evil. Let us turn unto
Him who is wisdom-Christ, the Son of God. In rurning unto
Him, let us turn away from sin, that we might follow Him and
{*y Him. Would you be wise? Then heei'the Word of God.
Christ is the revealed wisdom of C,od. In holy awe, bow be-
fore Him and acknowledge Him as Lord of yor. Iife. Then
tmst Him for all things. There will be no need to fear the
future nor those things_that would harass us in the present. We
shall be abl: to t.I with David, "The Lonp is my rock, and my
fortress, and my d3_liverer;_ my God, my strength, in whom I
will tmst; my buckler, and the horn of *y saivatioD, and my
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high tower. I will call uPon the Lono, who is worthy_ t9 tr
priisedt so shall I be saved from mine enemies" (Psalm 18:2-3).

Yor. may be surrounded by enemies-the enemies of doubt,

fear, newousness, uncertainty, of many others. Do not lmk to
your enemies; look to your Mighry Conqueror, the [ord of all.

He will not fail you.
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Ar rHE cr.osE of his previous discourse Job paused, waiting for
a reply. But since there was none, he proceeded to illusnate
from his own persond experience some of God's mysterious
dealings, which he had discussed in his last address. Looking
at things retrospectively, he cried out, "Oh that I were as in
months past." There is a tendency in the midst of trial to com-

Plt" the present calamiry with former days of prosperiry and
blessing. Such a procedure can be very dangerous, foi it usually
provokes self-pity. The Apostle Paul refused to permit himself
to fall into this grave error. He declared, "Forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto thosJ things
which are before, I press toward the mark for the pize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3: l3-14). He
was through with the past. Iooking to the future he knew rhar
whatever his situatioD, it was because of God's providence.
Keeping his eyes fixed on the Lord Jesus, he would not permit
himself to look back. Doubtless this was one of the r""torrr for
his life of overfowing joy.

"Oh that I were as in months past," exclaimed Job. Then he
245
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added, "as in the days when God preserved mg"-3hsi is, the
days when God preierved him from calamity, when he went
about at liberty with no physical limitations to retard the full
enjoyment of life. Further describing this time he says, 'I/[Ihen
His candle shined upon my head, and when by His light I
walked through darkness." The candle shining upon his head

refers to the enjoyment of God's favor. Job recalls the days when
he walked through the uncertain paths of life with the confi-

dence that no serious ill could harm him because the Lord was

with him. It would seem from some of these statements that

Job had almost forgotten about the Lord's sovereigt and tlr-
changeable care.

Job continues by telling us that the h"ppy days filled with
God's care and blessing, of which he is speaking, were "in
the days of my youth, when the secret of God was uPon my

tabernacle." Young people are usually carefree and give little
thought to the future. In the days of his youth Job did not fore-

see the severe testing and trial of his later years. But whether
young or old, who knows what the future will bring? How im-

portant that we are right with God and live in fellowship with
Him at all times.

In describing the days o[ his youth, ]ob speaks of them as

days when "the secret of God was uPon my tabernacle." What
is the secret of God? In Psalm 25:14 we read, "The secret of the

Lonp is with them that fear Him; and He will show them His
covenant." The secret of the Lord is the intimate fellowship
and friendship we have with God when we are walking in the

light, as He ii in the light. Job knew this wonderful fellowship

iri tfre days of his youtf,. But later, when subdued by his trials,

he appears to have lost this valuable possession. If ever there

was 
" 
ii*e when intimate and close fellowship with the Lord is

needed, it is in seasons of adversiry. If we are willing fully to
rrust the Lord for His divine wisdom and help, He will guide

us safely through any of the storms of 'life. But the Psalmist

makes it dear that we must fear God, that is, we must revere
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and resPect Him, permitting Him to have us as His complete
possession.

I am sure m_any of u$ Iilce Job, have been guilry o[ lookirg
back to thoT d"ys 

_in which we seemed to b. Lor" prosperous

T tprttrual tJr_ings. We pght even think that God hai charrged.
Be assured, He never changes: He is "the same yester dayr.'a"d

!:jly, ?rrd for ever" (Hebrews l3:8). It is *. who.hrrrg..
While all is ru1nlrg smoothly and going well, it is easy ro re
joice in the Lord. But the crucial t.ri.o-"r when we are thrust
into the throes of some disturbing perple*ity of life. Ir is then
that we are often miserable simply G."rrr. we are not fully
committed to Christ.

Police in Philadelphia arrested a fortyTear-old rnan for steal-
itg cernent. The officers reported that Angelo Grisolia spent
several hours loading over 6,000 pounds of 

-cement 
into 

" 
bor-

rowed rmck. When he tried to drive the truck from the scene,
it would not move, for it was stuck in the sand with the over-
load.

How many_ Ch_ristians there are who have lost the blessing
and 

-joy- 
in the Iord egy _once knew, simply because 6+

overloaded their Iives with the things that appeal to the fes(
instead of living_rl co-*plete dependence on God. Such a prac-
tice cannot possibly please the [ord, for He said in Luke 6 :46,
'"Vllhy call ye Me, Lord, Lord, and do nor the things which I
say?" - I

So we tge that Job lost the ioy and blessing he once knew
in his youth simply because h" d.pended .rpoi hirnself rather

9T uPon the Lord. I wonder if thLre is any trace of this same
failure within you? Is Christ lord of all in yo.rr life ar this mo-
ment? It may be thar you, roo, like Iob, knew be6er days some
time in the past. Again I ss/, the fault lies nor with iod, but
with you. Somewhere at some time you changed in your atti-
tude toward Him. Can you truly say at this *o*"nt tirat He is
Lord of all) If so,_you will prove this by your ready obedience
to His revealed will.
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Master and obey Me not;
Light and see Me not;
W"y and walk Me not;
Life and desire Me not;
Rich and ask Me not;
Eternal and seek Me not;
Gracious and trust Me not;
Noble and serve Me not;

Ye
Ye
Ye
Ye
Ye
Ye
Ye
Ye
Ye call Me God and fear Me not;
If I condemn you-blame Me not.

How important that we make our profession real, that we are

sincere, that the words that come from our lips are supported

by sincere actions from the heart.

Job informs us next that his days of prosperity and enjoy-
ment were largely made possible because he still had his chil-
dren, which had since been taken from him. 'lAlhen the Al-
*ighty was yet with D€, when my children were about me."

Indeed, it is tme that children by their presence help provide

ioy for any occasion. But now even Job's children were gone.

Further he sys, '"\A/hen I washed my steps with butter, and
the rock poured me out rivers of oil." Here he has in mind his

great wealth. His supply of dairy products was so bountiful
that after everyone had been fed, i[ need be he could wash his

steps with the remainder. Likewise, the olive oil which was

used for food, Iighting, anointinS, and medicine abounded to
the extent that it was as though he possessed rivers of oil. Job
had been extremely wealthy, but now stripped of it all, he is
heavyhearted, glooml, and sad.

Could it be that this suffering saint placed too much em-

phasis on "things" and not enough upon the importance of
complete and full corrmitrnent to God? This could be tnre of
us. It is very possible, in this materialistic age in which we ate

now living, to set our affections on things below rather than

on things above. We need to turn our eyes upon Jesus; daily we

must walk with Him. kt us not look back; our greatest days are

yet to come. Thus we must lean on Christ.

call Me
call Me
call Me
call Me
call Me
call Me
call Me
call Me
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]n speaking further of the past, Job reminds us of the *ighry
infuence he had yp_o" people of all ages. He says, "The yo-""g
men saw ffi€, and hid themselves." The word "hid" literally
means that they stepped back in respect and reverence. Lik;-
wise, the aged gave Job due recogniti,on. "The aged arose, and
stood uP." Those of special prominence had r"ip".t for Job:
"The princes refrained talking, and laid their hand on ih.it
mouth." In the midst of a speech, th.y would pause to give due
honor to Job, for he was well recogn ized iN a man of wisdom
,ld integri.y. "The nobles held thlir peace, and their tongue
cleaved to the roof of their mouth." Many were fearful to sp[ak
in the Presence of Job, for what he had to say seemed to b" so
much more profound. When he opened hi; mouth, he had
something to say, for he was a man who walked with God and
yho kept in touch with God. Job says further, '"\A/hen the ear
heard D€, then it blessed me; and when the eyesaw ffi€, it gave
witness to me." Wherever Job went he was praised as a man of
men, one who stood far above his fellows in holiness of char-
acter and obedience to God'r prryose.

Job proceeds to tell us of the grounds on which he was
praised and honored. First, he says, "Because I delivered the
Poor that cried, and the fatherless, and him that had none to
help him. The blessing of him that was ready to perish came
upon me: and I caused the widow's heart to sing for ioy." He
was benevolent, ever ready to help those in ,r".1. If ihe poor
were worthy of help, he provided for them. He proteited
them from unjust men and gave them wise counsel amidst their
manifold problems. He cared for the fatherless children and
helpless, srrug_gli"g widows. He had a heart of gold that knew
no$ing of selfishness, when it came to helpirg oth"rr.

Is this not something of the tme religion of which Jesus
speaks? "Pure religion and trndefiled before God and the Father
is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affiictioD,
and to keep himself unspotted from the world" (James l:27).
If one is truly a child of C,od, his vision will go far beyond the
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walls of his own home. He will be concerned and interested in
the needs of others. To do this, he must keep himself un-
spotted from the world. For what is worldliness? Basically, it
is selfishness. Selfishness is the root evil of saved and unsaved
alike. How important then that we claim daily victory over
this destmctive evil.

When Frances Willard was a student in Northwestern Col-
lege for Women, she wrote in her journal, "Doctor Foster closed
the Bible after his discourse at the university chapel yesterd.y
with these words, With most men, life is a failure.' These
words impressed me deeply. There is sorrow in the thought,
and tears and agony are wrapped rp in it. Oh, Thou who nrlest
above, help D€, that my life may be valuable, that some human
being shall yet thank Thee that I have lived and toiled." From
that time oD, Frances Willard was used of C,od to help others.

She gave her life to this high and noble pu{pose. Victory had

been won over the evil of self.
What about you? Have you come to the place whereby self is

crucified and Christ is alive? "He died for all, that they which
live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto Him
which died for them, and rose again" (2 Corinthians 5:15).
C,od is looking to you to help the poor, the fatherless, the
widows, the hungry, and the needy. Greatest of all, if you are

a child of C,od, He is looking to you to grve them the Bread of
Life, that th.y might not perish in spiritual hunger. How great

is the task, far too great for any of us. But remembet, our God
is a *ighty God. We are insignificant and worthless, but there
is no limit to His power. Let Him live through you, that He
might use lou, even as Job was used. Pour out yourself to pro-
vide for and help those who are so gready in need. Some seem

to have the mistaken notion that senrice for the Lord is to be

done only by preachers and missionaries. E nyone who has

believed on Christ is called to serve. We are to be ambassadors

of kindness and good will.
On occasion I have heard people sol, "I once had a call to

be a missionary," or, "I once felt that I should be a preacher."
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Do these people not know that th.y cre missionaries and
greacles? Everyone who has been born again has a distinct call
from God to serve Him immediately. It is not a question of tak-
ilg ordination vows. Our ordination, our commission, comes

to* Jesus Christ. God expects us to be shining lights to spread
the sunshine of His grace and love right whlre * are. This
takes courage. It takes very little courage to withdr aw,but much
to stay Put and let your_light shine where you are. But as long
as we are mastered by the self-life, w€ shall never do this. We
shall not see others in their mis ery and glref, but only our own
needs and wants. Oh, what a honible way to live-for self
only. Y"-r_ many Christians live this waf t foigettirrg their Qgd-
glven call.

Look around, child of God. See your neighbors and friends
in their grief-and then do somethirg about it. One of the
best *a)rs- to achieve the mastery over th" subtle enemy of self
is to reach into the lives of others with God's loving kindness.
Remerrrber your call as a saint of God-to live not For self but
for the Lord.

Job was y:ll fespected and honored by every Ievel and age
of society. Much of this honor was due to hi; holy life r"'a
character, as well as his benevolence in providing for the needy.
]ob's benevolence ran deeper than a girrero,rs h".rt. The ,""1
secret is revealed in his wor& , "l put on righteousness, and it
dothed me." One may be benevolent out of a selfish heart.
Countless numbers of socially-minded individuals are benevo-
lent with the intent of gaining the praise of men. Job's benevo-
lence was the result of God's righteousness.

_ lrTy !*" believer is the possessor of the righteousness of
C,od. Paul says in Ephesians 4:24r "And that ye put on the new
rllan, which after God is created in righteo,rirress and tme
holiness." The result of this righteo.rsn"rs should be justice.
Iob said, "My judgment was as a robe and a diadem.', The
word 'judgment" used here is really 'Justice." "Robe and dia-
dem" 

_suggest 
the high prie_sr's dress. The high priest repre-

sented the people before C,od, and God before the people. Ti,r,
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when one receives the righteousness of God, he receives a new
heart that nornally will be burdened and concerned about the
needs of others.

Job said further, "I was eyes to the blind, and feet was I to
the lame." Because his heart was frlled with the love of God,
he helped the blind to see and the lame to walk. I arn sure this
has a deeper meaning. Doubtless he helped the spiritually
blind to see by tellirrg them of the L,ord. Perhaps, too, he helped
the lame to walk, that is, the weaker brother who was stum-

bling about because of some besettirg sin.

You and I are called to do the same. We must help the mil-
lions who are spiritually blind to see. We read in 2 Corinthians
4:3-4, "But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:
In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of
them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel

of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them."
Multitudes are groping about in spiritual blindness. They need
to hear of the Lord Jesus who can touch blinded eyes and give
sight. At the same time, there are many of God't p"ople bogged

down by besetting sins. Th.y need to rcalize that there is de-

liverance and power in Christ. You and I must help them. 'Ye
which are spiritu il," God says, "restore such an one in the
spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be

tempted" (Galatians 6: I ).
A wonderful thing about Iob was that he was a man who be-

lieved in salvation not by works, but in a salvation that ?ro'
furc,ed works. You may be sure this is the kind of salvation the

Bible teaches, for God makes it clear in James 2:L7 that true,
saving faith demands worlcs. "Even so faith, if it hath not
works, is dead, being alone." For one to declare belief in the
Lord without giving evidence of belief through a life of holi-
ness and benevolence is unscriptural.

Job did much for the poor, but he makes a statement here
that is worthy of note. "I was a father to the poor: and the
cause which I knew not I searched out." Some among the poor

are mere deceivers, lazy, refusing to work. Job makes it clear
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in this verse that he investigated the reason for one's poverty
before giving to him. This is so importanr.

Next Job says, "And I brake the jaws of the wicked, and
plucked the spoil out of his teeth." Not only did Job prove him-
self to be a !h1*piot in caring for the needy, h" *^ willing
to stand for light and truth in the face of injustice. He never
turned his face from the sight of wrongdoing. He was not a
vision ary but a realist when facing sin.

Is it not true that often pastors and church boards gloss over
sin and ignore the commandments of God in order to refrain
from hurting or embarrassing anyone? We must be bold in fac-
it g the matter of sin. C,od will accept no substitutes. Sin must
be dealt with or judgment will be the result. But before we are
in a position to deal with someone else's sin, we must be ab
solutely certain that we have dealt with our own. What about
it? Is there any trace of evil in your heart? fue you right witli
God? It could be that your own personal sin is provoking some-
one else to wrath. Remember, before you take the outward look,
be sure you have taken the inward look. Pray, "search rn€, O
God, and know my heart: hry r€, and know my thoughts: And
see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting" (Psalm 139:23-24). Wealth provides many remp
tarions to the godly as well as to the ungodly. Job remin& us of
these temptations. When he had everything, he said, "I shall
die in my nesr, and I shall multiply *y days as the sand." In the
midst of his riches it was hard for him to foresee poverty. Like-
wise, he was so well off he could not visual ize dyirrg. His &yr,
he thought, were innumerable, os are the grains of sand 

-ort

the beach. But in his misery he thought altogether differertly.
Further he sys, "My root was spread out by the waters, and

the dew l^y all night upon my branch." He feli that he was like
a tree that gew and abounded plentifully because its roots
spread out into the sustainirg waters. The phrase, "the dew
l?y all 

_night ,ryr, my branch," suggests God's care and provi-
dence for him. It means to live in plenty, without any want.
He t^ras mighty as a conqueror and needed not to fear his
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enemies: "My glory was fresh in me, md my bow wils renewed
in my hand." Though strong, Job became ever stronger, so

that even the great and *ighry were fearful of him. Now he
reverts again to his remembrance of respect that all men gave
him, saying, "ffrto me men gave ear, and waited, and kept si-

lence at my counsel." His advice was well received and recog-
nized as the oracles of God. "After my words th.y spake not
again; and my speech dropped upon them." '\ry'hat 

Job said was
received as final, the word of the Lord. "And th.y waited for
me as for the rain; and th.y opened their mouth wide as for
the latter rain." This suggests the appreciation th"y had for

Job's counsel. "If I laughed on them, th"y believed it not; and
the light of my countenance they cast not down." Job was not
glven to ftivolity. He was grave and serious. On the other hand,
he was lcnown for his genial and joyous spirit. He was not so

holy that he could not smile, nor so serene he could not see the
lighter side of life. In other words, though a man of God with
a deep hold on the Lord, he was still human.

Finally Job says, "I chose out their walt and sat chief, and
dwelt as a kirg in the army, as one that comforteth the mourn-
ers." Throughout the chapter there seems to be many state-

ments that suggest that Job foreshadowed Christ, but this
twenty-fifth verse seems to excel them all. How beautifully
Christ is picrured here. What Job wirs to his people, Christ is
to us. He chooses out our wdlt He leads us step by step, He is
Lord of all. He is the King in the army, to fight our battles for
us. And surely He provides comfort in every hour of need. Is
it not tme that we need to depend upon Him more strongly?

Whatever your need at this moment, recognize that you have
a great God, unfailirg in His love and care. Trust Him! Believe
Him! And should it be that you have never received the Lord

Jesus into your heart, I hop" you will just now. It is difficult
to try to live without Christ. Let Him become your Lord as you
humbly bow at His feet: acknowledge Him as the One who
died for your sins and rose again.



IOB 30: l-31

Jos LAlvtENTs Hrs sAD pLrcHT, not simply from the view of the
physical sufferirrg involved, but because o[ the mental anguish
resulting from the attitude of those who should have known
better. Those who had been inferior to him in his days of pros-

perity now Iooked upon him and treated him as their inferior.
First he tells us that some of the youth had litde respect for

him. "But now they that are younger than I have me in deri-
sion, whose fathers I would have disdained to have set with the
dogs of my flock." If for nothing more, the young people
should have respected him for his age and righteous character.
But even they made fun of him. The fathers of these young
people were men who lived on an exrremely low plane of life
morally and spiritually. They deserved only to be placed with
the dogs that attended the rh"pherds and watched over the
focks. In the East, dogs were not permitted to come into the
house. They were looked upon as unclean. Job did not treat
these men as dogs, but he could have, because of his position.

255
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On the contraryr he was kind and benevolent to them. In re:
turn, th"y treated him with ridicule and scorn.

Further he informs us that these men were much too old to
be of any employment value. "Yea, whereto might the strength
of their hands profit me, in whom old age was perished?" Their
labors were not worth their pay. The phrase, "ir whom old age

was perish€d," suggests that th"y were in their second child-
hood and not to be depended upon in poritions of responsibility
demandirg vigor and activity.

These men were e:rtremely poor, but in spite of this they re-
fused to work. "For want and famine they were solitary; feeirrg
into the wilderness in former time desolate and waste. Who cut
up mallows by the bushes, and juniper roots for their meat."
Th"y were the castoffs of society who did not want to work. At
the ir*. time, they were too proud to ask alms. Because of their
attitude, no one wanted to help them. Thus th.y fed to the
desert places for food and shelter.

Certairly it is not sinful to be p@r. There are many in the
world who have no control over their plight, and are without
food and shelter. But unlike these described in our text, they
are the unfortunate products of their circumstances. Th"y de-

serve to be helped. These of whom Job speaks were the lowest
and most degraded kind of persons.

Job informs us further, 'They were driven forth from among
men, (they cried after them as after a thief;) To dwell in the
cliffs of the valleys, in caves of the earth, and in the rocks."
This suggests the low, despicable characters these men pos-
sessed. They were thieves, scoun&els, the scum of the earth.
Too luy to build themselves shelters, th"y lived amidst the
trees. "Among the bushes th"y brayed; under the netdes th"y
were gathered together." Th"y congregated in little groups here

and there among the bushes and trees, existing in their low
state. "They were children of fools, yel, children of base men:
th"y were viler than the @rth." The phrase, "viler than the
earthr" really means that these wicked and profane rren were
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driven out of the cities and off the land by those who had re-
sPect for ,!" higher things of life. Probabiy humans could go
no lower than these men had gone. Living in sin, given Io
stealing and plundering, with no concern foi earning ." hon-
est day's wage, they had dqgenerated to about the lowest level
of humanity.

But they are typical of us alll In the sight of God, until a
man or woman is converted, he or she is no better than the
deqpised and unwanted outcasts of society. Though there are
degreel of sin, God cannot under any circumstrrri"s condone
sin. AII sin is abominable in His sight. No matter how gmd a

Person may think he is, before the l.ord he is a conde6ned
sinner. We read in Galatians 3:22, "The scripture hath con-
cluded all under sin." There are no exceptionJ. But the Bible
offe1 qod news-there is forgrveness for sin so that anyone
might be right with God. In Psalm 86:5 we have these won-
derful words, "For Thou, Lono, art good, and ready to forgive;

1t d plenteous in mercy unto all them that call upon Tf,@."
Are you a lorgiven sinner or a condernned sinner? if yo,r have
trusted in Jesus Christr /ou are a forgiven sinner. If you have
not tnrsted in Christ, you are a condemned sinner; and should

[ou die in your present stater /ou will b" *parated forever from
the love and mercy of C,od.

Why be a slave to sin when you might be set free by the
l,ord Jesus Christ? A preacher in Uganda recently illustrated
this great truth with a hom"ly but very practical illustration. A
brother and sister were left at home by their parents. The
brother had a new slingshot, and seeing his fatier's chicken
walking around, he aimed at it and killed it. The sister said,
'"Vllhat will Father say? Let us bury the chicken quickly." Th.y
did. When the father returned home he searched everymrhol
for the chicken and finally asked the children if th.y fraa seen
it.

"Nor" was the an$,ver th"y both gave. From then oD, each
d.y when work needed to be done around their home, the sister
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said to her brother, "You must do this work or I wi[ tell Father
what hrpp"ned to the chicken." So the boy virrually became
her slave; but he soon tired of this and thought, 'IMhy should
I be a slave when I can be free?" That evening when his father
returned to the village he ran to meet him and said, "Father, I
killed that chicken with my slingshot and I am sorry." Of
course, his father forgave him. How h"ppy the boy was! Now
his sister could not demand that he do her work. He wurs no
longer a slave.

Could it be that you have been a slave to sin? Look to the
Lord Jesus, and confess to Him. Receive Christ into your life,
and enter at once into the freedom and liberty that He gives. In
John 8:36 God sls, "If the Son therefore shall make you free,
ye shall be free indeed." How wonderful that He has provided
deliverance from the penalty and power of sin through Jesus
Christ, His beloved Son. No matter how far down one has

gone in sin, Christ can lift hirrr up.

Job continues by tellirg us that those he has described in the
first eight verses of chapter 30 were ridiculing and mocking
him. "And now am I their song, yea, I am their bryrord. Th.y
abhor De, th.y flee far from D€, and spare not to spit in my
face." Even to spit in the presence of another in the East w,ts
insulting. Thus the action of these men toward Job revealed
their scorn and indignation. They had no restraint in express-

irg their hatred toward God's seryant.
With cursing also they expressed their bitterness. Job sys,

"Because He hath loosed my cord, and affiicted me, th.y have

also let loose the bridle before me." They said and did what
th.y pleased to Job. Th.y showed him no respect whatsoever.

Notice how th.y josded him about, knocking him down, and

kicking him. "Lfpon my right hand rise the youth; they push
away my feet, and th.y raise up against me the ways of their
destnrction." The word "youth" here refers to a "low brood."

This is just another expression describing these beasdike char-

acters who joined the multitudes in pouring their reproach
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uPon Job: Not only did th.y make a jest of Job but th.y rnade a

Ptey 9f hi*, pouring out their unath upon him. m.i blamed
him for their horrible state of afiairr. fJrough he was innocenr,

$ty gave no regard to him. They had to bJarrre someone; thus
th"y chose Job.

"Jl.y Tlt mI path, they set forward my calamiry, they have
no helper," Job declares. The "marring of the p.th'; means that

th.y accused him falsely. Job had treated these people justly;
but, probably inspired by the speehes of Job's ;h"; friends,
th"y _d3imed that he had been unjtst. Though th"y falsely ac-
cused Job, th.y had no satisfactory eviden.J for tireir zlccusa-
tions. "They set forward my calamityr" Job sls, 'but th"y have
no helper." Th.y cannot get support for their iio.

Further, those who treated Job in this manner were many in
number. "They came upon me as a wide breaking in of waiers:
in the desolation th.y rolled themselves upon *.i' As the flood
waters roll unmerciiully, bringing destnrction in their pafi,
so these ungodly men had brought misery into Job's life. -

In summing up their attitude Iob says, "Terrors are rurned
uPon me: they Pursue my soul as the wind: and my welfare
passeth away as a doud." The word "soul" could also'be trans-
lated '-dryity." _Th"* enemies of God's servant sought to de-

:tt:y the favorable and respected position among *.r, which
Job once knew.

AII of this had its effect upon Job. It is quite obvious that it
even affected his mind. The next several verses suggest strongly
that his suffering was not only physical but also mlntalt "Ari
now my soul is poured out upon me; the days of affiiction have
taken hold upon me." "The days of affiictiort''had taken hold of
him in the sense that d^y and night his mind was geatly dis-
turbed by his calamities. His physical pain was continuous,
there was no relief either in the night or in the d.y. As ]ob sys,
"My bones are pierged in me in the night season: and my sin-
ews take no rest." It is quite obvious that Job found it most
difficult to sleep because of his extreme sufierirg.
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You will recall that Job's body was covered with sores. Now
he tells us of the effects of these sores, "By the great force of
my disease is my garment changed: it bindeth me about as the
collar of my coat." The soft clothing he used to wear had be-

come stiff as his collar frun the continuous mnning of the open
sores. Being without a change of garment, his clothing added
more to his grief and *i*ry. What a pitiful condition Job was

in. He seemed disturbed that God did not intervene. In fact,
he even expressed the feeling that God had cast him off. "He
hath cast me into the mire, and I am become like dust and
ashes." Pruyrer seemed to be of no avail. "I c{y unto Thee, and
Thou dost not hear me: I stand up, and Thou regardest me

not." The standing position was always assumed as one stood

before a king. Job stood up as a sign of respect before C,od, and

prayed. But regardl€$, there was no change in his condition.
He thought he was utterly forsaken: "Thou art become cmel to
me: with Thy strong hand Thou opposest Thyself against me."

God would not assume such an attitude toward His servant:
it only seemed this way to ]ob because there appeared to be no
release from his misery. Nevertheless, Job accused C,od for his
present circumstances: 'oThou liftest me up to the wind; Thou
causest me to ride upon it, and dissolvest my substance. For I
know that Thou wilt bring me to death, and to the house ap
pointed for all living. Howbeit he will not stretch out his
hand to the grave, though th.y cry in his destnrction."

We must not be too critical of Job, for, if we were in his cir-
cumstances, I am sure many of us would act in a similar man-
ner. Can it not be said that Job's besetting sin at this time
seemed to be that of unbelief? Earlier he had declared, "Though
He slay D€, yet will I trust in Him." He seemed to have
lost his confidence in C,od. Is it not true, however, that though
our lot has not been as severe as Job's, even in circtrmstances o[
lesser severity we have failed to tmst the Inrd as we should?

In Psalm 3l:24 we have this marvelous promise: "Be of good
courage, and He shall strengthen your heart, all ye that hop"
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in the Lonp." To hop. in the Lord is to tmst in the I-ord. If we
fully trust Him, He promises that He will undertake. Do not
Iook toyourself; do not look to your own resources. Lean wholly
on the Lord.

A Scottish saint, while suffering terrible agonies, was kept in
perfect peace.

"Do not be afraid of death," he said, 'for Christ has borne the
substance. AJI that remains for His people is a shadow, and no
one need be afraid of a shadow,."

"It is his Scotch determination," said one who visited him,
"that enables him to endure."

'Tell that friend," said he, "that, if all the grit to be found in
Scodand be centered in one rnan, it would iot enable hfun to
endure these pains for one hour. I seem to rest on the crest of a
mountain. Below in the valley a storm is raging-that is my
disease. But on the mountaintop I rest in p""." through th;
grace of Crod."

How tnre! The Lord will never fail us; He cannot fail. Thus
we must trust Him implicitly. "He Sveth power to the faint;
and to them that have no might He increaseth strength';
(Isaiah 4A:29). But it may be tMt you do not know the L--ord.
You cannot endure your trial alone. No rnan is sufficient for
these burdens that befall all of us. You need Christ in your
Iife.

Like most of us have done on occasion, Job now points to his
good works in the hop" that God will be lenieni b"..use of
these. "Did not I weep for him that was in trouble? was not my
soul 8o"u:d lot-the poor)" It would seem that Job is qnrg to
reason with God by suggesting that, because he had bee" Jorr-
siderate and helpful to those wfro were in need, God ought to
help him. Any such feeling would be an infringemenr of the
authonty and sovereigrrty of C,od. The Lord's Jtitude toward
us is never shaped or directed by what we do or do not do. 6.gd
does not love us more when we do things that please Him. His
Iove is not objective but subjective. He loves us with an unfath-
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omable, inexhaustible love that is not dependent upon our few
paltry good works. Often we try to inteqpret God from a mere
human viewpoint; this is impossible. We must, by faith, ac-

cept Him as He is.

Job says further, '"\Mhen I looked for good, then evil ctlme
unto me: and when I waited for light, there came darkness."
Probably Job looked for good because he had done good things
and expected to be reryarded. Ag"in I sy, God's goodness to-
ward us is not based upon our goodness toward Him. Con-
stantly the Lord is pouri.g out His undesenred and unearned
goodness upon us. The few hours, comparatively speaking, of
suffering and *i*ry we experience are far less than we deserve.

Affiiction and trial are not always the restrlts of vvrongdoing
on our part. In various parts of the world there are saints of God
who have been be&idden for years. Many o[ these have been a

benediction to scores of people who have visited their bedside.

Can we say that these saints are suffering for their wrongdo-
ings? Not necessarily! In fact, in many cases there is no ade-

quate answer on the human side. Someday we shall under-
stand, but presently we rcaliz.e that the will of God is being
done. We cannot ask, "V[/hy?" but simply rely on the truth of
Proverbs 2522,'1t is the glory of C'od to conceal a thing." God
understands and someday He will make all things clear.

Job reminds us again of the deep*eated turmoil in his heart.
"My bowels boiled, and rested not: the days of affiiction pre-
vented me." "Bowels" refers to the deep feelings within his
heart. The word "prevented" means that his .ffii.tions came

with suqprise to him, th.y came unexpectedly. ]ob's lot was

one of constant misery. He says, "I went mourning without the
sun: I stood up, and I cried in the congregation." He walked
about in dark places lamentirrg his sorrowful state. If he joined
the congregation of worshipers, he stood and cried throughout,
redizing his pitiful condition. Oftentimes the pain was so great
that he cried aloud, sounding as the beasts of the field or the
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fowl of the air. "I am a brother to dragons, and a companion to
owls," he laments.

Job's appearance must have been awfully depressing, for he
said, "My skin is black upon me, and my bones are burned with
heat." The idea expressed by the original here is that his skin
was falling from him. Amidst the oozing and mnning of the
sores, his skin was peeling off constantly. His body burned with
fever. And then, to top it all, he had lost the joy of the Lord;
the song he once had in his heart disappeared. "My h.ry also is
rurned to mourning, and my organ into the voice of them that
weep." Job was depressd, and surely he had reason to be so.
But be assured, it is not God's will for the believer to lose his
song. Amidst the worst calamities of life, the one who t*ly be-
lieves on the Lord can "rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory." If the believer loses his iry, the devil has won a great
victory. We may lose our health, our money, our loved ones,
but God never intends that His people lose the ioy that Christ
gives. In fact, if we are to face the uncertainties of life, we
need this joy. As declared in Nehemiah 8: 10, "The joy of the
Lono is your strength." One may be in most distressirg circum-
stances and still look up with praise to God because of the joy
of the Lord that foods his soul. If you really know the Lord
Jesus in your heart, regardless of your sorrow you should have
His ioy within.

_ 
Have you noticed the relationship between chapter 53 and

chapter 54 of Isaiah? Isaiah 53 tells of the sacrifice of Christ
for our redemption. Now consider the first word in chapter 54

-"$ing." There is no song apart from the sacrifice of Christ. If
you have Christ in your heart, you are privileged to have an
everlasting song. If you have no Song, the reason may be that
you do not really know the Lord. If this is your case, I urge
you to receive the lord Jesus into your heart. With Him you
will be able to face any of the disturbirg orperiences of life
with the ioy of the lord flooding your soul.
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Rnruerrorv, Job's three frien& have condemned him as a
sinner who justly deserves his present sufferings. Now Job
jrrstifies himself, not as a perfect man, but as one anxious and

desirous of pleasing C,od. He begins by o)on8, "l made a cov-

enant with mine eles; why then should I think .pon a maid?"

'Think" as used here means "to cast a lusdul look." fob guarded

against lust by taking the first and rnost important step against

it: he refused to look upon anythirrg that might suggest evil,
thus protectirrg himself from wicked thoughts. The eye is the

gate through which Iust often enters the soul. In t John 2:16

we read of "the lust of the eyes." If one is given to sental Pas-

sions, it is well for him to refrain from looking at anfhit g that
might stimul ate unholy desires. Thus, Iob made a covenant
with his €Ies, refiusing to look at those of the opposite sex, that
he might not stimul ate the desires of the fesh. Had David

done this, he might not have fallen into heinous sin.

In Matthew 5:?8 our I.ord informs us that the impure look

is guite as bad as the impure act. 'lMhos@ver looketh on a
woman to lust after her hath committed adultery with her al-

264



Iob 31:140 26j

leady in_ his heart." It is of utmost importance that every be-
Iiever, Iike Job, cevenant with his 

"y.i that he will not'loolc
uPon anythirg that will turn his attention from the holiness of
Crod.

Had Job not sought to bridle his passions, he could not have
e_xpected any help whatsows from Crod. 'For what portion of
C,od is there from above? and what inheritance of the Al*ighty
from on high)" H can never condone or bless sin. If-one
persists in choosing sin, then let him not elper to look for the
Lord's guidance and care. Actually, verse i is the answrer to
verse 2, "fs not destruction to the wicked? and a strange pun-
ishment to the workers of iniquity?" In place of the i*" of
fu, the one who continues in evil will 

"*p.rience 
th'" j.rdf

ment of God.

Job realized that all man's ways are known by the Lord.
"Doth not He see my ways, and count all my steps?,, No sin
goes unnoticed by the eye of the Almighty. David said in
Psalm 44:2l, "He knoweth the secrets of-thl heart." Yes, the
Lord knows every thought that passes through the mind. We
cannot escape His eye. Thus Iob argues , "If I have walked with
vanity, or if_ ty foot hath hasted to deceit; Iret me be weighed
in an even balance, that Crod may know mine integri ty.', thit
word "vanity" is really "falsehood." Job declares trr.t rr" has
been righteous before C,od, that there is no trace of falsehood
or deceit in what he is sayrng. To this end, he asls that he
might be placed in the balance of C,od's justice, thar what he
has said might F p*ved. If it were not tme, he was willing
and ready to suffer the judgment God has promised to sinn.ri.
"lf *y step hath rurned out of the wz;qt 

"rrd 
mine heart walked

after mine eyes, and if any blot hath cleaved to rnine hands;
Then Iet me sow, and let another eat; yea, let my offspring be
rooted out." Of course, no one but God can see man's heait as
it really is._ Jo! argued that he had not yielded to the rempta-
tions that had come through his eyes. If this is not t*", h"
longs for God to pour out j"dg*ent upon him.
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Further, Crod's suffering servant avowed his innocence of
adultery. "If mine heart have been deceived by a woman, or
if I have laid wait at my neighbour's door; Then let my wife
gnnd unto another, and let other bow down upon her." "De-

ceived" as used here expresses the meaning of being seduced.

Iob had not been seduced by women, nor had he "laid wait"
close by his neighbor's door until the husband went out. If this
is not the tmth, he is willing that his wife become a slave,

grinding at the mill for others, serving them as a slave night
and d.y. Nothing could be more humiliating to one in the

East than to have one's wife forced to slavery. If there was any

deceit in what he was saying, Iob was willing that his wife,
whom he loved, be subjeted to this shame.

Pointing out the seriousness of the offense of adultery, Job
sys, "For this is a heinous crime; yed, it is an iniquity to be

punished by the judges. For it is a fire that consumeth to de-

stmctioD, and would root out all mine increase." Adultery is a
sin that affects the coulmunity. Not only are those involved
defiled, but many others are &awn into the sin. It was a serious

offense in ]ob's day, often punishable by death. But even worse

is the j.rdg*ent of God upon sex sins: "It is a fire that con-

sumeth to destmction." How important it is that believers prac-

tice the purity of God.
In this day, when Satan has capitalized upon the eye as a

means for enticing even the people of God into gross sin, like

Job we need to covenant with our eyes, that we will refuse to

look upon anythirrg or anyone that will arouse our passions

and may lead into worse sin. Of course, in ourselves we cannot

do this, but as we look to the Lord for His moment-by-moment
help through the indwelling Holy Spirit, we shall reap the

blessings of constant victory. You and I must ssl, as David
declared in Psalm 124:8, "Our help is in the name of the Lono,

who made heaven and earth." The same God, who called the

world into existence, offers all the power needed to overcome

temptation. We must, however, lean upon Him constantly,
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recognizing the many weaknesses of the fesh. Do not tnrst
yourself for a moment. Let your dependence be upon God;
He will Sve you the sEength and the power to overcome any
sin. We read in I John 5z+5r "For whatsoever is born of Goi
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the
world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?"
Here is the promise of an everlasting victory through Christ.

Job had been accused of unfairness in his treatment of his
seryants. He points out that, not only is this unsounded, but
unreasonable. "If I did dopit" the cause of my rnanservant or
of my maidservant, when th.y contended with me; What then
shall I do when C,od riseth up? and when He visiteth, whar
shall I answer Hfur?" One may be successful in oppressing
those of a lower plane of life, but only temporarily. fhere .rL
no low planes in God's sight. He who oppresses his neighbor
must evenhr.lly suffer tM jrdg*ent of C,od. Job knevi rhis.
Thus he argues that it would be foolish to ignore the rights of
his employees and bring upon himself furtheitrouble.

No human is without Godgven rights, for Job asks, "Did
not He that made me in the womb make him? and did not one
fashion us in the womb?" Everyone born into this world has
certain inalienable rights, md on these rights no one can trans-
gress without sinning against God.

God's servant argued further that he had never failed to
minister to the needs of the poor. "If I have wirhheld the poor
from their desire, or have caused the eyes of the widow to lail;
Or have eaten my morsel myself alone, and the fatherless hath
not eaten thereof; (For from my youth he was brought up with
D€, as with a father, and I have guided her from my mother's
womb)." The oqphans Job helped were brought up urs though
he were their father, and the widows for whom he cared were
treated as though they were his sisters. "If I have seen any
perish for want of clothing, or any poor without covering; lf
his loins have not blessed me, and if he were not wanned with
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the fleece of my sheep." Here the parts of the body that were
benefited by Job's grfts are poetically expressed as thankit g

him. "If I have lifted up my hand against the fatherlcs, when
I saw my help in the gate!' "The help in the gate" he might
get would be from corrupt judges who would bow to the
wealthy and fulfill their desires for money. Thus, if an o{phan
were to declare to the judges that he was being maltreated, his
wealthy master would be declared just by the bribed court. If
Iob had done any of these things, he was ready and willing to
receive immediate jrrdgfrent. 'nThen let mine ann fall from my
shoulder blade, and mine ann be broken from the bone." He
was willing to suffer physical punishment for any evil that he
might have committed. The reason he did not do these things
was his fear of God. "For destnrction from God was a terror to
rD€, and by reason of His highness I could not endure." ]ob was

a man of integriry. What he did was performed in the light of
Crod's plan and will. Had he oppressed the poor and needy, he

knew all too well that God's i.rdgoent would b" ,pon him, for
no one can abuse his brother without the punishment of God.

Now Job begins his third argument. He has argued for his
integrity, first of all, on the grounds that he refrained from sin
by grarding his eyes; secondly, by the fact that he did not op
press the poor and needy; and now, thirdly, that he has not
trusted in money. "If I have made gold my hope, or have said
to the fine gold, Thou art my confidence; If I rejoiced because

my wealth was great, and because mine hand had gotten
much." Job was not gullry of the sin of covetousness, as many
are. This is a v{y wicked sin, for it turns the eyes of the g.rilry
one from God to man. Frequently the wealthy man is selfde-
pendent; he feels that he does not need the Lord. How deluded
he is, thinking that he has everything because he has money.

Job was not guilty of this sorrowful evil.
Further, God's servant suggests that the worship of money

is an act of idol atrf , as wicked as the worship of the sun or the
moon. "If I beheld the sun when it shined, or the moon walking
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in brightness; And my heart hath been secretly enticed, or my
mouth hath kissed my hand." By the worship of money one
may be "enticed" into the sin of idolatry. Th; heathen bows
and kisses his god of wood or stone. Job feels that if he were
g"iljl of the idolatrous sin of covetousness, he might just as
well kiss his own hand, for actually he would be worshiping
himself.

He concludes this argument by saying "This also were an
iniqui ty to b" p.rnished by the judge: for I should have denied
the God that is above." For one to d"pend upon his money and
to fail to look to the lord is a sin that resulis in the j.rdgl*ent
of God. How cortmon this sin is in our d^y. Jesus *.ri.d of
this evil in Luke 12:15 : "Take heed, and beware of covetous-
ness: for a man's life consisteth not in the abundance of the

thgt which he possesseth." How many there are clamorirg
for 

_money, and the things money can buy, to the exclusion oI
God and their need of a personal relationship with Him. There
are some who think th"y have made a succ€ss in life, when all
they have made is money. Money does not necessarily mean
success. A man may have money and be miserably llrretched in
his own existence. Someone has said, "Money is the universal
PTqPo_tt for everywh ere except Heaven, and the universal pro-
vider for everythirg except happiness."

Diq you ever see a tombstone with a dollar sign on it? Nei-
ther did I. I have known hundreds of uren who lived as though
their only ambition was to accumulate money. But I have rr"tl"t
known one who wanted a final judgmeni on himself to be
based on what he got. A man does not want people to read in
his obituary a balance sheet of his wealth, b.rr ; srory of his
service to humanity. If he has lived for himself and the flesh,
there will not be much of a story to tell.

There is no sin in being rich, of course; the sin comes when
we use our riches for ourselves and ignore God. Money is not
the root of all evil, but the love of money is. When one loves
his money, he worships his money. Iob was not guilty of this
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sin. How about you? Do you think money would be the answer

to all your problems? I i$sure you that it would not. Christ is
the answer. Tmst Him for dl things, for only He can provide
all things. We read in Philippians 4:l9, "But my God shall

supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ

Jesus." Put Christ first and everythirg else will take its rightful
order.

Coming now to verse 29 of chapter 31, we see Job arguing
for his integrity on the ground o[ his attitude toward his en-

emies. In Matthew 5 244 the lord Jesus sys, "But I say unto

Iou, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to

them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use

you, and persecute you." It is quite obvious that Job respected

his enernies in this manner. He says, "If I rejoiced at the de-

stmction of him that hated D€, or lifted up myself when evil
found him: Neither have I suffered my mouth to sin by *ish-
irg a curse to his soul." Job did not triumph when his enemies

were trapped in sin, nor did he speak evil of his enemies. Surely
he is to be corrmended for this splendid qpirit.

How greatly we need this attitude of love in the Church of
Christ today. There is so much hatred evidenced among those

who profess to be Christians. Though the Bible declares that
"we are one in Christ," it is difficult to find this unanimiry
among believers. Is this a problem with you? Is there any trace

of dislike or hatred toward a Christian brother in your heart?

Whenever you are tempted to think unkind thoughts of
others, SaI to yourself, "The Son of God loves me." Think on

those words for a few minutss-(3ffts Son of God loves me."
That is the marvel of all history. You, the worthless beit g that
you are, loved by the Son of C,od! I, a helldeserving sinner,

loved by the Son o[ God! There is not a single thing in any of
us to draw out the love of God. He has every reason to despise

us. But He loves us. The Word of C,od tells us so in Ephesians

5:2, "Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us."

Maybe someone has been unkind to you. Is that any worse than



Iob 3l:1-fi 271

what you have been to C,od? Most certairly not! The next time
you are t:-pted_ to think evil thoughts about someone, say ro
yourself, 'nThe Son of God loved me . . . the Son o[ God
Ioved me."

Job was kind to all, not only those who were kind to him, bur
those who were unkind. He never turned a stranger away, He
never failed to care for a traveler. "If the men of my tabeinacle
said not, Oh that we had o[ his fesh! we cannot be satisfied.
The sffanger did not lodge in the srreer: but I opened my
doors to the traveller." Job was ready to help everyone.

Iob_ says further, "If I covered my transgreriiorrs as Adam,
by hjdirg mine iniquity in my bosom: DdJ f"ar a grear mul-
titude, or did the contempt of families terrify De, that I kept
silence, and went not out of the door?" Iob was not like Adam,
who, after he had sinned, hid frorn God. Job could look anyone
in the eIe_. He did not need to hide because of anything he had
done; he had been just before C,od and just before *irr. Like
Paul he could say, "Herein do I exercise myself, to have always
a conscience void of offence toward C,od, and toward men"
(Acts 24:16). What a wonderful way to live. Job was not like
the thief who must constardy be wary of the eye of the police.
He had nothing to hide.

It is amazing how many do their best to be respectable and
Iaw-abiding as far as the eye of men is concerned, b,rt grve no
regard to the eye of C,od. Important as it is to keep the Iaws of
men, it is of greater importance that we obey the laws of God.
Those who obey the laws of C,od will respecr and keep the
laws of men. But never forget, our first d.rty and obligadln is
to the God who created us. He demands that we co*" to Him
by believing on His Son, His only begotten Son, who died on
the cross for our sins.

Job pleads further that his arguments might be heard and
that the critics might be silenced. "Oh that orri would hear me!
behold, mr desire is, that the Almighry would answer me, and
that mine advers ary had written a book." Job desires that his
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accusers write all of their accusations in a book. This, he says,

he would carry everywhere he went: "surely I would take it
upon my shoulder, and bind it as a crown to me." With the
bool( opened to the eyes of men and with the accusations boldly
displayed, Job would do his best to justify himself by living in
a manner that would forever prove the acrusations to be wrong.
"I would declare unto Him the number of my steps; as a prince
would I go near unto Him."

Job had been a BFeat landowner. As a wealthy employer he
had employed many men to work for him in the fields. He had
been criticizedby his enemies as being unfair to his laborers. If
this were true, Job was willing to receive his just reward. "If
my land qy against ffi€, or that the furrows likewise thereof
complain; If I have @ten the fruits thereof without money, or
have caused the owners thereof to lose their ,life: Let thistles
grow instead of wheat, md cockle instead of barley." The pun-
ishment he chose for himself was to receive, as the fttrits of his
huge investment of wealth and labor, orrly bramble and weeds.
He said 'this baause he was so certain that his accusers were
Iyrng.

The chapter clmes with the statement, 'The words of lob
are ended." This does not mean that he speaks no more in the
bmk, but rather that he has nothing further to say to his three
friends about these matters. He has offered them his concluding
argument. He has nothing more to say by way of self-defense
and vindication. If what he has said does not sufficg he chooses

to keep guiet.

Job was a wise man. Sometimes it is far better to remain
silent. Job had said, "How forcible are right words! but what
doth your arguing reprove?" (Job 6:25) There comes a time
when we might just as well cease from speakinS, for very often
words stir up anger and hrrmoil. Recdl the incident of Jo*
before Herod. Herod asked many questions and made seyeral
accusations. But what do we read about ]ezus? "He answered
him nothing" (Luke 2329). Inded, there are many occasions
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when silence is golden. Much that is said might better be left
unsaid. Let us learn the lesson of silence when it would glorify
and honor God. On other occasions, when we must speak, let us
ask Cild for wisdom, that we shall speak words that will edify
and help.



JOB 32:r-22

Ios FTNTsHED Hrs spEEcn but there was no reply from his three
friends. They who had been so quick to speak in the past sud-
denly became silent. The reason they gave was that Job "was
righteous in his own eyes." Th.y concluded that, if a man
were as strongly opinionated as Job, there would be no use

wasting words. But these three friends were wrong. They could
not see Job's heart. Man is a poor judge. In fact, we read in
Psalm 75:7,"But God is the judge: He putteth down one, and
setteth up another." It is far better to leave the task of judging
with C'od rather than trying to assume the role ourselves. How
many Christians are guilty of this destmctive evil of criticizing
other Christians. Usually it is because we do not fully under-
stand the facts. If we were living in the circumstances of those
we criticize, we should have nothing to s?1l, for we would fully
understand the promptings of their actions. If we knew each
other as God knows us, we should certainly be more considerate
and less critical.

The story is told of the man tryirrg to get to sleep in his berth
in a Pullman. After listening for an hour or more to a screamirg
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b-.by, he called out to the man who was walking up and down
the aisle with itr "Take that kid to its mother." TTre ,r,.r, replied
with a tearful voice, "I would gladly do so, my friend, bui this
baby's mother is in a casket in the baggag" ..r." How we need
to pray that God will help us speak words that edify and help
others rather than words that destroy and produce sorrow.

Now we see a fourth friend entering the picture. He be-
gi"_t a speech which continues through chapter 37. Someone
had to intervene, for the discussion betrveen Job and his friends
was- getting more heated all the time. Thus Elihu appears as a
moderator. Spirirually he was well qualified for this posirion,
for his name meant, "My God is He." From the rt.it Elihu
evidenced a very worthy characteristic. He had been listening
to the discussion between Job and his friends. Though temptel
to sPeak, he remained silent until he was certain hthad ro*.-
thing t_o say. Rather than going to others and telling what was
on his heart, h_e spoke to the guilry ones. He was rroia gossip.r;
he faced his adversary wirh the facts.

First, he was disrurbed by Job because Job "justified himself
rather than God." Accordirrg to Elihu, Job was more concerned
about speaking of himself and his own righteous character
than he was of the holiness of God. Elihu o* no reason for
this self-justification, but certainly he recognized the impor-
tance of exalting the L,ord. This is indeed most worthy, for if
God is lifted.p and honored, we shall have nothing to fear.

Elihu was also angFy with Job's friends, 'because they had
found no answer, and yet had condemned Job." Th.y had con-
demned him as a hypocrite, though th"y had found no reason-
able foundation for their arguments. Repeatedly they affirmed
that he was a hypoc-rire. Listening to Job's argumend, th.y did
not respect them. In fact, th.y practically ignored them.

We should note that Elihu was extremely courteous and re-
spectful. He had remained silent until now for two reasons.
First, he waited until Job had spoken. He felt that one who was
under the fire of the words o[ his would-be comforrers, such as
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Job, should b" p.*itted to say all he had to say. Secondly, he

refused to intemrpt the three friends because th"y were older
than he. But now they have nothing more to say. Job seems to

have finished. Thus Elihu grarys the opportunity to speak.

We can learn a very important lesson from Elihu. I am sure

as he heard caustic and disrurbirrg words fFtg back and forth
benreen Job and the three frien&, he had been ready to speak

many times. But giving all due respect to God's suffering serv-

ant and the seniority of the friends, he remained silent. How
corrmendable! There are occasions when all of us should re-

main silent. Have we not been sorry for words we have slnken
when we should have kept quiet?

Dr. William Osler has said, "To know when to keep silent is
one of the finest arts. The atmosphere of life is darkened by the

mournirrg of men and women over the nonessentials, the trifes
that are inevitably incident to the day's routine. Things cannot

always go our way. Learn to accept in silence the minor aggra-

vations. Cultivate the grft of tacirurniry and consume your own
smoke with an extra draught of hard work so that those about

you may not be annoyed with the dust and soot of your com-

plaints."
Well did David pray in Psalm 19:14, "Let the words of my

mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in Thy
sight, O Lonp, my strength, and *y redeemer." Words must be

carefully weighed before spoken, that they might be God-hofi-
oring and God-exalting words. If they are not, it is far better
that we do not speak. In Colossians 4:6 God says, "Let your
speech be alway with grace, seasoned with salt." Oh, that we

might speak in a manner that will glorify the Christ who saved

us. Of course, until one has really met Him as Saviour and

Lord, he will not have Him to control his speech. Only Christ
can control an unruly tongue. He does this by controlling the
heart. When He is received into the heart and acknowledged

as Lord, our words will honor Him because we have His
strength to enable us to obey Him.
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Elihu was greatly disturbed because the three friends r€-
mained silent when th.y should have spoken. This sin can be
gsuallf as_dangerous as the one of tp""kirrg when we should
be silent. Sometimes silence is golden; on o-th"r occasions it is
cowardly. Thus Elihu is incensed because "there was no ans$rer
in the mouth of these three men."

Elihu continues by sapng, "I am young, and ye arcvery old;
wherefore I was afraid, .rrJdurst not shei you mine opinion."
Here we see another wonderful characteristic in Elihu.
Though he 

_was young and had unusual abiliry, he was nor
arrogant or boastful. He was a humble rnan, refrainirrg from
sPeaqng in the audience of those of greater experi"rr.". He
must have been Iike Moses in this rop..t , a tnan o1 Eemendous
c9*p.tency. Yet we read of Moses in Numbers l2:3, "Now
the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were
uPon the face of the earth." Elihu, too, must have been a meelc
and humble rnan.

How relatively easy it is to talk of our own exploits and ac-
complishments. Yet God has declared in Proverbs 27:2, "I*t
another man praise thee, and not thine own mouth; a sfranger,
and not thine own lipu." If our work is worthy it will not-be
necess aty to tell of it to others, for our works will declare their
own worthiness. Bishop Berry once said, "Fame is a bubble
and it often comes from blowing your own horn."

Dr. Harry A. Ironside used to tell of an occasion when he
was in London. While walking home from a meeting, he was
accompanied Part of the way by the Marquis of Aberde€r, who
had presided, and the Lord Bishop of Norwich, who had been
one of the speakers. Being an American and unaccustomed to
titles, Dr. Ironside felt embarrassed as to how to address men of
their position. He e4p_ressed his perplexity, and the marquis
re_plied,_"My dear brother, just address us as your brethren i1
Christ. We could have no higher honor than that."

Elihu suggests that age and experience should qualify one
to be wise, as he says, "Days should speak, and multit"a. of
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years should teach wisdom." As we grow older we should profit
more and more by every experience of life, that we might be

better prepared to help others; otherwise, old age will be a te-

proach. But more important than the wisdom that comes with
age is the divine wisdom that comes through inspiration.

Elihu tells us, "But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration
of the Almighty giveth them understanding." Without ques-

tion, Elihu was a child of God. Though living many years be-

fore it was written, he evidenced the truth of I John 2:20,27,

"But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all
things. . . . But the anointing which ye have received of Him
abidith in you, and ye need not that any uran teach you: but
as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth,
and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shdl abide in
Him." Many live to a ripe old age but are wise only after the

fesh. But if one has been born again, possessit g the Holy
Spirit through belief in Christ, he has divine wisdom which is
absolutely essential to face the problems and conflicts of life.

Mere human wisdom is grossly incompetent to see us

through confusion and turmoil, for "Great men are not always

wise: neither do the aged understand i,rdg*ent." A man may

have reached the top in his field, but though he has been thor-

oughly trained and though he is well qualified for his work, he

may be woefully ignorant when it comes to recognizing the

re.ily important things of life. How many intellectuals srumble

at the simplicity of the gospel - salvation through the shed

blood of Christ. Though possessing almost unlimited intelli-
gence, able to wrestle with profound problems, they are unable

to receive by faith the truth of Christ and His saving grace.

M*y aged men and women are the same way. Having sPent

years on this earth accumulating the wisdom of the world, in
spite of their years they cannot gFasp the simple truths of the

gbspel story. Who is a tmly wise man? In Proverbs 9:10 God

i.ys, "The fear of the Lonp is the beginnittg of wisdom." If
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one is to be wise, he must know the Lord through a personal
acceptance of Jesus Christ as Sayiour.

Elihu pleads for his listeners to give attention to what he has
to say : "I also will show mine opinioD." "Opinion" used here is
the word "knowl"dg.." The knowledge he proffers is not of his
own but that given by the Spirit through inspiration, 8s he has
already told us in verse 8. Thus he claims inspiration for what
he is about to say.

"Behold, I waited for your wor&; I gave ear to your reasons,
whilst ye searched out what to say." Here Elihu is speaking
specifically to the three friends of Job. He informs them that
he had been Iistening carefullyto everything they had to say to
be sure that he thoroughly understood them before he spoke.
After listening carefully, he concludes that their arguments
evaded the issue at hand: 'Yea, I attended unto Iou, and, be-
hold, there was none of you that convinced Iob, or that an-
swered his words." Elihu further informs the three friends that
he must speak, "Lest ye should solr We have found out wis-
dom: God thrusteth him down, not man." The three friends
have declared repeatedly that Job was suffering hcause of his
sin, and God was judging him because of his lack of repent-
ance. Th"y posed as wise men, offering their counsel. With
this Elihu disagreed strongly. Having listened ro the three ac-
cusers take advantage of Job, Elihu must stand and speak for
the rruth.

It is without prejudice that Elihu offers his counsel. Both

Job and his three friends on occasion became bitter in their
speeches because the words each spoke disturbed the other.
Elihu informed them that he could be impartial in his r€-
marks since the arguments of Job and his friends were not di-
rected against him. He had no account to settle and could
speak objectively. Thus this man of God enters the scene un-
hindered by personalities, filled with the Holy Spirit, to offer
counsel according to the wisdom of God.
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How wonderful it is to find a friend lilce this in the hour of
need, someone who has a hold on the Lord, who will not take

sides, but who offers counsel pure and sanctified. It would be

well for all of us when we need help to seek out one of this
caliber, a spiritual man, a man who is walking with God. Of
course, every Christian should be this kind of person. Before

Crcd we ought to ask Him to examine our own hearts to be sure

that we are spirinral men and women.
Because the three friends were silent, Elihu felt that this was

his cue to speak. "They were amaz-ed, they answered no more:

they left off speaking. When I had waited, (for th"y spake not,
but stood still, and answered no more;) I said, I will answer

also my part; I also will shew mine opinion." Job's three friends
kept guiet, expecting possibly that someone in the listening
audience would praise them for their seemingly wise advice.

How suqprised they must have been as Elihu proceeded to re
buke them. This they least expected.

Elihu claims to have had divine guidance in what he had
to say. In other words, he offered not merely his own personal

opinion, but what is said appears to be inspired by the Al-
mighty.

Job's three friends had run out of words, but such was not
the case of Elihu. He declared, "I am full of matter, the spirit
within me consfraineth me." He had much to say, so much, in
fact, that he could not keep still. His experience seems to be

similar to that of Jeremiah when he was imprisoned. He
wanted to keep guiet but he had to speak. He declared, "His
word was in mine heart as a burnirg fire shut up in my bones,

and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay" (IeB
miah 20:9). The Holy Spirit within constrained him to speak.

Should this not be the experience of wqy child of C,od?

Indeed, it will be if we are walking with the Lord, for the in-
dwelling Holy Spirit will impel us to speak about the lord
Jesus. Whenever we come in contact with a lost sod, we will
find no rqst until we speak out and give a witness for our Sav-
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iour. "The lnirit Himself beareth witness wirh our spirit,
that we are the children of God" (Romans 8:16). How do we
account for the fact that so few of those who profess to be
followers of Christ are speaking out for Him? Is the Spirit not
willing? C"rtainly He is. Why,-then, do we not speak? Usually
the matter is spirirual; Christ does not have the pre-eminence.
We are more concerned about our personal interests and de-
sires than we are for God's plan for th" lost. Oh, that we could
say with Elihu, "I am full of matter, the spirit within me con-
straineth me."

I remember reading some years ago of Dave Brougham, who
was then a student in high school in Seattle, Washington. He
Ioved to play football, but better still, he loved to t"Ik about
Jesus Christ. In speaking of Christ he would quote a dozen
verses of Scripture every time. He got started studying the Bible
about the time he was chosen all*iry guard at Bio 

^i*^y High
School in 1945, the year his coach prlt"rrted him the .or"t[d
blockilS award, with the words, "To the toughesr guard in the

"iq."_I-ater 
h9 f]ay"d football at the Univerriry of Washingron

and then with the Fort Lewis Engineers. Heie is Dave's Lti-
Aotyl "The Word of God has challenged and changed *y life.
M2r philosophl has needed drastic mending since examining
I Peter 3 : 15, 'But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, rrd
be ready al-w-ays_ to give an ans\iler to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hoP" that is in you.' If someone were to ask me
-hy I am constantly and consistently memorizing Scripture, I
would quote Proverbs 7:l-3: 'My son, keep My *ordr, and
l^y up My commandments with rhee. Keep My comman&
ments, and live; and My law as the apple of thine eye. Bind
them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine
heart' Blr memorizing I can speak with authoriry and pack a
wallop. _I am hoping that more of the high school gang will
trust Christ, md mI testimony is that 'I can do ,tt thirrgt
through Christ, which strengtheneth me."'

Indeed, that is a radiant testimony. Would to God that it
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were the testimony of every true believer in Jesus Christ. There
is one thing that Dave said that I should like to reemphasize.

He did not try to witness in his own strength, but he realized,

even as Elihu of old, that it was through the power of C,od.

Elihu testified to the fact that it was "the spirit within" con-

straining him. Oh, that we might speak in the power of the
Holy Spirit, that lost and dlorrg men might hear of the Saviour
who can give eternal life.

Further Elihu says, "Behold, my belly is as wine which hath

no vent; it is ready to burst like new bottles." He felt that he

was compelled to speak in answer to the arguments that had

been grven, likening himself to new wine which must be

poured into new goatskin bottles, for it would burst the old
bottles. "I will spe*," he says, "that I may be refreshed: I will
open my lips and answer." When a good man speaks, what he

says is always refreshirg to himself and those who listen. This
is especially true when one qpeaks under the guidance of the
Lord.

As the chapter closes, Elihu informs us that he will not be

swayed by what he has heard. He would speak the tmth, re-

gardless of the arguments already Presented. "I-et me not, I
pray you, accept any man's person, neither let me Sve fatter-
irrg titles unto rnarr. For I know not to give flatterit g titles;

in so doing my maker would soon take me away." When a man

speaks the truth, rarely does he flatter anyone. The rruth hurts;

it often pierces deeply into one's heart. Never is this so tme as

when a man proclaims the Word of God, "For the word of
C,od is quick, and powerful, and shaqper than any nroedged
suord, piercirrg even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts

and intents of the heart" (Hebrews 4:12). Many there are in
our pulpits offering flattery, pr€sching messages that please

men and prompt them to exalt the speaker. On the other hand,

God has His faithful servants here and there who preach to
present the tnrth, not to satisfy the whims and wishes of men.
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These are fnte seryants of God who spend time on their knees
Iistening to the voice of God. Then with hearts virtually aflame,
they stand in the pulpit to preach and proclaim the rmths of
the Word of the Living God. Such men will not always have
an easy road, for there are many in our churches who do not
want the pure, unadulterated Word. But if a rnan is called of
God to preach the Word, it is far better that he preach the
message that C,od gives than to be guilty of higlr-sounding
phrases that neither exalt the Lord nor help fallen men. Paul
declared in I Corinthians 9:16,'"\Moe is unto ffi€, if I preach
not the gospel!" Likewise, we might sslr woe unto anyone,
called of the Lord to preach, who does not preach the gospel.
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Ix rHE pREvrous crraprER, Elihu directed his speech toward

Job's three friends. Now he qpeaks very pointedly to Job:
'\Mlrerefore, Job, I W^y thee, hear my speeches, and hearken to
all my words." He is concerned that Job listen to everythit g
that he will say. He is even more concerned that Job will take

these things to heart.
Elihu does not speak as did Job's three friends. He says, "Be-

hold, now I have opened *y mouth, my tongue hath spoken in
my mouth." This implies careful consideration of the words he

was about to speak. He would not ramble on with a desire to
hear himself talk, but would speak with discrimination. "My
words shall be of the uprightness of my heart," he says, "and
my lips shall utter knowledge clearly." The word "clearly" ex-

presses the idea of sincerely. Elihu promised that he would not
Iet himself be infuenced by passion or anger, but he would
speak what he felt to be the message of God.

Elihu considered himself to be an instrument in the hands
of God. "The spirit of God hath made D€, and the breath of

284
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lh" {*ighty hath given me life." The Iatter phrase reads, 'The
breath of ,h_. Almighty hath inspired tnc." He speaks as the
inspired mediator between C,od and Job. In this r"qp..t, he is
a typ of Christ, the only Mediator between God .rrl men. In
I Timothy 2:5-6 we read of our Lord, "For there is one Crod,
and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testifred in due rime."

Tg"SL sinful mankind seeks many other ways to approach
God, the Scriptures are clear: there is only orr" way-tlr.t is,
Christ, who said, "I am the w"!,the tmth, and the hfe: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by Me" (John 14:6). Thus Elihu
was sent by_ God !o be a revealer of divine wisdom to the needy
hearts of Job and his three friends.

desired to justify hit case. "lf thou ..rrrt answer D€, set thy
words in order before D€, stand up." From the evident silencl
we conclude that Job had nothing more to say. Elihu con-
tinues, "Behold, I am accordirg to thy wish in God'r stead: I
also am formed out o[ the clay." Though clai*irrg to be C,od,s
rePresentative, he quickly acknowledged the fact that as a rnan
he wzN only frail clay, even as Job ,"a his three friends. The
g_ood he wouldlPeak deserved to be recogn ized as comirg from
God, not from Elihu.

Job had no reason to fear what Elihu might ss/, for God's
spokesrnan remin& the suffering saint that th" words he was
about t? tP.ak would be a help, not a hindrance. "Behold, my
terror shall not make thee afraid, neither shall my hand b;
hearry upon thee."

From all that we have seen thus far regarding Elihu, it would
seem that he was indeed a friend in need. Iiis wonderful to
have friends to help us through times of difficulry and disrress.
I heard someone say one time, "If a man has one or two real
frien&, he is a wealthy man indeed." Friends are valuable to
us. I mean by friends those we can trust, who will stay by us
to help regardless of the consequences. Of course, for 

-the 
be-
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Iiever the greatest friend is Christ. Irt us not overlook our ob-

ligation in this friendship. He said in John 15: 14, "Ye are My
friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you." The friendship of
Christ is contingent upon our obedience to His holy wiU. If we
are living according to His Word and obeyng Him, then we
have the high privilege of claiming Him as the "friend that
sticketh closer than a brother" (Proverbs 18:24).

Few of us really rust Christ as the Friend of friends. Some

of us find it easier to look to earthly friends. What blessings we
miss because we fail to trust the Lord ]esus for everythitg.
Sometimes God must put us through myriads of trials that we
might discover the friendship of the Lord Jesus. In fact, very
ofiten there is no other way to realizn, this friendship than
through hours and hours of toil and trial.

A pastor tells of meetin g a man who had lost both his wife
and only child. He had been fairly wealthy, but misfortunes
had used up all o[ his money. His friends proved to be mostly
of the fair-weather variety. He was critically ill in a county
home. The pastor began by sayrng, 'You have certainly had

your share of sorrow." Instantly the sick man corrected him.
"Don't say that, Pastor," he responded with a smile, "say that I
have had more than my share of blessings. Christ once meant
litde more to me than a historical character. Now He is my
closest Friend. Forgiveness of sins was once a pious but mean-

ingless thought. Now it is my most precious possession. Heaven

wils wishful thinkirg. Now it is as real to me as the fact that I
shall soon die."

Have you discovered the friendship of the Lord Jesus? It
may be that God has permitted you to come to the valley of the

shadow of death that you might look up and find Him to be the

Friend of all friends. He loves you and wants to help you.

But He does not work against your will: He longs to help you,
but you must let Him. Do you know Him as your Saviour and

Lord? Have you definitely opened your heart to receive Him
as the One who died for your sins and rose again?
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After his preliminary remarks, Elihu direcrs his speech ro-
ward Job, charging him that, in his attempt ro "rr*., his
friends'accusation of hypTdry, Job leaned orl, too far. "surely
thou hast spoken in mine hearing, and I have heard the voice
of thy words,_saying, I am clean without transgression, I am
innocent; neither is there iniquity in me." Job ,.r upright, a
man of moral integrity, but he was still a man. Indeed, hI was
not what his three friends had declared him to be, a vile, hypt
critical sinnel-tfieugh he was a sinrrer.

No human born into this world escapes the defilement of
original sin. David said in Psalm 5l :5, "Behold, I was shapen
in iniquiry; and in sin did my mother conceive me." There-.r"
some who would Iike to think of themselves as pure, without
defilement, but the Word of C,od is stg31-"The i"riptrre hath
concluded all under sin" (Galatians 3:22). No one is free from
this condemnation. Job was a rnan of purity and high moral
standar&, but like all the rest of us, fre frad a heart 

-thrt 
was

"deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked" (Jeremiah
17:9).

Elihu inforyns Job that he had falsely accused C,od of taking
advant^q of him on occasion, in creating enmiry and hostility
against _him. "Behold, He findeth o..rcions against D€, He
counteth me for His bnemy, He putteth my feet in the srocks,
He marketh all my paths." Elihu iorrcludes ih.t Job was wrong.
He was not 

ryrong in everything, as his three companions had
declared, but he was definitely wrong in these stat.rir.rrts. Elihu
said, "Behold, in this thou art not just; I will answer thee, that
C,od is greater than man."

^ Tgg_f, Job had spoken frequertly of the sovereigrrry of
God, Elihu reminds Job again of the importance of th'ir vital
truth. Even the thought of the sovereig"ry of God should
silence all- complaints_ against the Lord's gr.io.rr providences.
Since C,od is greater than man, Do human frm any right to say
anythirg more than "Thy will be done." God is not o.rr debtor.
We may be assured, whatever He sends is for our good and His
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glory if we are His chosen possessions through Christ. Thus
Elihu asks, "Why dost thou strive against Him for He giveth

not account of any of His matters." No man is to strive against

Crod, but he is to submit to Him in evervtling. How fmlish of
weak, sinful creatures to strive against the wisdom, power, and

goodness of God. To complain about the providences He Per-
mits and sends is to resist His divine wisdom. To question His
dealings with us is to rebel against Him. To ask Crod, 'nVllhy?"

regardirg anything, is to question His unaring care. C,od is

not obligated to explain to us; He need not give an account of
any of His matters. He is God - we are His creatures.

We need to realize that the Lord will not take advantage of
us. He has His people at heart at all times. For this reason, we

can rest in the fact that "All things work together for good to

them that love God, to them who are the called according to

His puqpose" (Romans 8:28). We need not understand all
His *ryr. In fact, it is far better that we do not understand.

C,od makes no mistakes; His plan is the perfect plan. Why do

we fear? Why do we worry? Why do we guestion His provi-
sion? The an$Mer, of course, is that we ate sinful, not fully
committed to His unerring Sidance and care.

The Apostle Paul could ss/r "I have learned, in whatsoever

state I oD, therewith to be content" (Philippians 4: I l).
Though imprisoned, he did not blame God for his calamity.

Rather, he rested in the fact that this was patr of the perfect

plan permitted by His Majesty on high. Someone has said,

'Th" Christian should never complain of his fortune while he

knows that Christ is his Friend." C,od is always the same. He
changes not. His creation will perish, but He remains. His
creation may change, but He continues the same. The passing

years have changed us, our friends, our homes, and our sur-

roundings, but th"y have not changed our immutable Saviour

and Friend. He is "the same yester day, and to day, and for
ever" (Hebrews l3:B). What a comfort to go through life
with the assurance that, come what mol, He remains the same

and His years will not fail.
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Job had declared that God had dealt with him as an enep)r,
that He had left him in the dark regardirg his calamiry. Thit
was not so, accordirg to_ Elihu. "For God speaketh once, yea
twic-e, yet_ p"r, perceiveth it not." Crod rp"d.r once; if we'do
not hear, 

-H. _tp"aks a_gain. But, if there is no response still, C,od
must send affiiction. He speaks in varior$ *ryr.- If our ears are
closed to His earnest pleadingF, then He speaks through trial
and chastisement.

Often C,od 
_speaks to men in the quiet of the night. Elihu

tells us that He try.Lt "in a dream, in a vision of Ithe night,
when d*P 

_s_leep 
falleth upon men, in slumberings upon ifr"

bed; Then He openeth the ears of men, and seallth their in-
stmction." Man is so busy with the cares of the d^y,that fre-
quently the Lord chooses to speak while the mind is closed ro
the events of the d^y.

Elihu tells us further why C,od speaks: 'Thar He may with-
draw rnan from his puqpose, and hide pride from rnarr. He
_k*t*th back his soul from the pit, and his life from perishing
by the sword." God desires that 

"U 
*n turn from sin io foll"*

in the Lord's way. At the same time, Crod is not desirous that

^ry_perish. 
He longs that all men escape eternal death.

P-e-rh1ps the lord !T be_en speaking ,o you lately. He spealcs
to all of us tJrrougJr His Word as we r"d it and irudy it. We
should-spend much time meditating on the Scriptur", that we
might hear the voice of C,od. It has been well said, 'oThis Book
will keeq you from sin, but sin will keep you from this Book."

P I9y listen to the voice of C,od daili as He speaks through
His Word? No book can speak to your h..rt Iike tirir one.

Man must g:t" attention to the Word of C,od and the rles-

:.9: of C,od, that he might_kop'back his soul from the pig and
his life from qerishing-by the sword." There are many prrrr,,rirrg
their own:ril Y"yt, Iiving in pride, hastenirg ro eterrral de-
stnrctioll. God desires that all men repent 

"rrJ 
hrrn from the

broad road that leadeth to destnrction. 
-Which 

road are you on

-i[s road that Ieads to death or the road that leads to iif"? If
you have never turned to Christ, I am sure that C,od is speakirg
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to you and sayrng, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are

heavy laden, and I will gve you rest" (Matthew l1:28).
Elihu proceeds to describe the chastenings of God often ex-

perienced by humans. "He is chastened also with pain upon his

bed, and the multitude of his bones with strong pain." This
verse speaks of extreme sufferirg in the body. Oftentimes such

suffering results in health for the soul. How many of us in the
hour of affiiction came to Christ and were born again through
God's grace.

Food that once brought pleasure to Job is abhoned now in
his sickness. The body wastes away and becomes thin and

emaciate4 "So that his life abhorreth bread, and his soul dainry
meat. His flesh is consumed a,Nult that it cannot be seen; and

his bones tJrat were not seen stick out." Growirrg weaker and

weaker, the affiicted gets closer and closer to the grave. '\ea,
his soul draweth near unto the grave, and his life to the de-

stroyers." The "destroyets" are the death Pangs which have al-

ready seized upon him. Many have laughed and joked over the

subject of death, but be sure, there is no joking at a time such

as Elihu described.

Elihu informs us further that the most needed man, on an

occasion like this, is a man of God who can point the dpng to
the way of hope and assurance in the Lord. "If there be a mes-

senger with him, an interyreter, one among a thousand, to

shew unto man His uprightness." Indeed, such a man is one

among a thousand. There are not many who can spelk Pe_ace

and .o*fort in the face o[ death. Elihu was the man God had

senr to Job at this time of great need. How thankful we should

be for men of C,od who can lift our splrits as we tread through

the valley of the shadow of death.

If the dlorrg repents of his sin and tntsts in the Lord, he will
be redeemed. God's Sace will be sufficient. "He is gracious

unto him, and saith, Deliver him from going down to the pit:
I have found a ransom." The "Pit" is eternal death, reserved

for those who refuse to repent and turn unto the Lord. But
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God will be-gllcious unto those who Imlc unto Him by faith,
for the Lord Himself tath provided a ransom. Accoriirrg to
the New Testament, Christ is the ransom. He is the ,.rI**
Paid for the sin of the world. Paul, in speaking of the L,ord
Jesus, said of Him that He "gave Himsef a ,.rriro for all, to
be testified in due time" (t fimothy 2:6), Notice here, ., is
often the @s, when one is redeemed from sin, his b"di gets
well. This is not always the case, but frequentlf ir is. R.i.t! i,
there one whose body-is not affectei by ,irr. h,ubtless many ino:t d^y-who are suffering physically could be delivered from
their affiiction bI g:ttirg rigfri with'God. Sin produces suffer-

1g and sorrow. fn the incident which Elihu citis, he says, ,,His
flesh shall be fresher than a child's: he shall rerurn ,o fi. d.y,
gf his youth." In the New Testament we see a similar case.
Four men broySh! to Jesus a man on a bed, sick of the p"lt.
Our Lord said to him, 'Thy sins be forgiven rhee." Then He
declared, 'Trkg 

-up 
thy bed, and go .rrio thine house,, (Mat-

thew 9:2,6). After his soul was iealed, his body was made
well again.

The hellilg of_th_e soul brings about a favorable relationSip
between C,od and the believerl"H. shall pray unto God, and
He wiU be favourable unto him: and he shall Le His face with
ioy: for He will render unto man-_His righteousness." Daily the
ransomed child of C,od will walk in th. mercy of the ford,
enjoying f." privileg::f prayer and all the blessings that €D-
sue from this wonderful rprrit ral exercise.

God is ,9 IesPecter of-pers_ons. "He looketh upon men, and
if 

1ny sol, I have sinned, and pgrverted that which was right,
and it profited me not; He will deliver his soul from going lrrto
{.e Pit, and his life shall see the light."_ Our fu is vrftli"E that
all come to Him and believe on Hir beloved Son. He is-,,not
willing that any should perish, but that all should come ro re-
pentance" (2 Peter 3:9).

Elihu rerrrinds Job that Crod uses several ways ro speal( to
men's hearts that th.y might turn to God and ,.p"rr, . ;,1n, all
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these things worketh C,od oftentimes with man, To bring back

his soul fiom the pit, to be enlightened with the light of the

Iiving." We see firom this chapter that God uses visions (verses

15-17), affiictions (verses 19-22) and His messengers (verse

23) to speak to sinful hearts. These are various oPerations, but
God ,rser them all to perform His work. All this He does to

keep us from the pit of everlasting darkness. We are unde-

s.*irrg of His grace and mercy, but keep in mind, our C,od is a

God of boundless love. Sometimes He must speak harshly to
kop us in His chosen paths, but He does it through His great

Iove.
It may be that you are in the mi&t of some severe afliction.

Crod may be speaking. Do not complain. Do not turn away

from C,od! Turn to Him! E:camine your heart; be sure it is Per-
fect toward Him, that He has the preeminence in your life.

Perhap C,od has spoken to you once, twice, and now .8.1r.
You h"r" not listened yet. He has sought to lead you into the

gFeen pastures beside the still waters, bu't you have. chosen the

devil's field. Hear His tender and pleading voice before it is

too late. 'The mercy of the [,onp is firom everlasting to ever-

lasting upon them that fear Him, and His righteousness unto

children's children" (Psalm 103: 17).

Elihu concludes the chapter by salang, 'Mark well, O Job,

hearken unto me: hold thy peace, and I will speak. If thou hast

any thing to say, answer me: speak, for I desire to justi[ thee.

If not, hearken unto me: hold thy p€ac€, and I shall teach thee

wisdom." Iob remained silent; he had nothing to say. Doubt-

Iess he was convicted of his own evil. Who could say anythitg
in the light of what Elihu had spoken? Before God, we are all

guilry sinners, in need of the Lord's redeeming grac_e. If_you

f,"r"- not experienced the Lord's redeeming grace, take Christ

into your life and receive of His fullness. You will find the

Iord Jesus to be sufficient for every need of li[e.
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IN CHAPTER 34, Elihu continues to qpeak. Turning from Iobto address the three friends, he Tspecrs them by i""ogrrizing
them as men of wisdom and knowledg". "Hear ^; word;, O y!
wise men; .3d sr. ear unto D€, y* th.t have knowledge.,, H.
tp."l_t to them to act as judges on what he is about ro say.
"For the ear trieth words, 8s ifr" mouth tasteth meat. Iret us
choose to y judgment: Iet us knon' among ourselves what is
8lood." Elihu does not profiess to know it III, thus he solicits
the consideration of tE three witrresses. He is anxious that
they-lay aside all prgjudice and bias and give due consideration
to what is about to be said. This is a faii approach. Never are
we in a better position to corre to right decislirrr than when we
frTgy discuss matters wirh the interested persons.

When accused of sin, Job affirmed his righteousness repear-
.dI.He further blamed C'od fo1 Fi"g unfiir in His deaiirrgs
with him, failing to hear and help him] To those who listenefi,
this aPPeared to be a reproach on C,od. Elihu was disrurbed
trertendously. Thus he Iays the charge before Job. 'n[Il5ar man

293
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is like Iob, who drinketh .p scorning like water? Which goeth

in company with the workers of iniquity, and walketh with
wicked men." F.lihu puts Job in the seat of the scornful. At the
same time, he has him standing in the way of sinners. This does

not urcan that Job actually practiced evil with wicked men, but
rather that in the opinions he expressed he talked like the un-
godly freguently talked.

Further Elihu argues that Job had impressed them with the
thought that "It profiteth a man nothing that he should delight
himself with God." Job's argument seemed to suggest that,

after all, the people of the world who live in wi&edness suffer;
if the child of C,od suffers, why should he not live like the peo.

ple of the world? Job was not the only one to come to this con'
clusion. Many in our d.y feel the same way. But those who
hold to this view overlook a very important rmth: those who
walk with C,od and seek to obey Him do not receive their re-

ward in this life. Man has been created for eternity. Soon our
brief span of years on this earth wiil be completed. Then what?

Those who know the Lord will go to be with Him. Those who
choose sin and deny Christ rnust be judged in eternal Perdi-
tion. In hell no man will ever sI, "It profrteth a man nothing

that he should delight himself with God."
The profit of walking with God does not begin when we die:

it begins imrnediately, the moment one receives Christ into his

life. The profrt is realiznd in the transformation that takes place

in the believing heart. God removes the old lusts and Puts
holy motives within us. Men and women who have been

botrnd by the shacldes of sin are miraculorrsly release{ by
tnrsting in the I-ord ]esus. Drunkards and dop. addicts have

found instantaneous peace by believing on the lord Jezus. Who
would be foolish enough to declare that there is no profrt in
this?

Dr. P. 'W'..Philpott used to tell of a Sunday evenirrg service,

while he was pastoring the Moody Memorial Church of Chi-
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cago, _when a young man came up to him and told what hrtr
pen_ed on the previous Sund.y evening.

_ 
"My Mother and I were sitting over in Lincoln Park," said

the y_oyng-Inalt. "As we started to leave, my attention was ar-
rested PI e. electric sign bearing the words, 'M*dy Memorial
Church.' I told my Mother I urrderstood that this church had
one of the largest and finest auditoriums in America and that
I would like to go in and look at it. We entered and found the
evening__serrrice was on. We were amazed by the tremendous
crowd. We sat down to listen. You preached that seunon on

lop..l As I sat there, you had no idea th.t I was a dope addict,
bound bI 

" 
chain I could not break, and getting more discour-

aged with myself all the time. Then suddenly you reached a

-point 
in your seunon where you said, Jesus Christ can put

hory- into t horyle_ss heart.' Then and there I opened my heart
to Christ. I took Him by faith as my Saviour. When I got out-
t]d. I stepped over to a drain on Clark Street and dropped -y
*gt and eq_uipm_ent down through the iron grating. At they
fell out of sight, I knew that I was a new man i" Cfrirt. I havl
had a happy week of new life and hop"."

Yes, there is profit when a man delights himself with C,od.
Irrespectiye of one's background, the Lord not only forgives but
provides the strength to overcome temptation and sin. He asks
in Jeremiah 32:27, "Behold, I am the Lono, the God of all
fesh: is there_gytlrng too hard for Me?" No, there is nothirg
too hard for Him. There is much we cannot do. Some havi
sought to overcome sinful habits through mere hurnan strength
with no apparent success; the task was roo difficult for thJm.
But nothing is too hard for C,od. Why not give Him a chance
to prgve this to you? Why not take ]esus Christ into your life
and let Him show you that He is the all*ufficient Orre who
will not fail you?

There are two sides to salvation-God's and yours. It is
true that no man can save himself by anythirg he can possibly
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do. He can be saved only by personal faith in the [.ord Jesus

Christ. The Scriptures make this unquestionably clear. In Titus
3:5 we read, "Not by works of righteousness which we have

done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing
of regeneration, and the renewittg of the Holy Ghost." On the

other hand, it is just as true that, if a man does not do sorne-

thing he will never be saved at all: he must come to the place

where he faces his sins and receives the Lord Jesus Christ as his

own personal Saviour and [.ord. Repentance toward C,od and

faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ are inseparable.

Job's statement, "It profrteth a man nothing drat he should

delight himself with God," disturbed Elihu greatly. Thus he

appealed to the judgment of the three witnesses by salnn_g,

''fherefore hearken unto me, ye men o[ understanding: far be

it from God, that He should do wickedness; and from the Al-
*ighty, that He should commit iniquity." There is p,rofit in
walking with C,od, for God will never do His servants any

harm. Much of the suffering we bear in life is the rezult of our

own wrongdoing. So oftsr we sk, "\Mhy did God do this to
me?" In reality, we bring mmt of our trouble on ourselves be-

cause of our own disobedience to the laws of C,od. It is not a
case of God's doing us wrong. We read in James l:13, "Let

no rran say when tr,e is tempted, I am tempted of C,od: for God

cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth He any man."

Much of the misery we bear is the result of our own failures.

Not all, of course. There are many things we cannot under-

stand in life. We shall understand them better when we meet

Christ face to face. But for the present we must keep our eyes

fixed upon the Lord and praise Him for all things, even as

David, *ho said in Psalm 69:30, "I will praise the name of God

with a son& and will magnify Him with thanksglving:"

Elihu pio.".ds to tell us further why it is profrtable to walk

with God. "For the work of a man shall He render unto him,

and c?use every man to find according to his ways." Is this not

in essence the same truth we find in Galatians 6:7-8? 'Be not
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deceived; Crod is not mocked: for whatsoever a rnan soweth,
that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his fesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall
of the Spirit reap life everlasting." It is an inexorable law of
God that good works will be rewarded and evil works will be
punished, if not in this life, most certainly in the next. Let no
one be deceived into thinking that God will ever abrogate this
law. It will stand forever, regardless of what anyone says or
thinl$.

Since it is impossible for C,od to do wrong, Elihu says, 'Yea,
surely God will not do wickedly, neither will the Almighty
pervert judgment." C,od could not possibly do wrong, for He is
the Iord of all. 'nVllho hath grven Him a charge over the earth?
or who hath diqpor"d the whole world?" Is not God sovereign?
Is He not the Creator and the Controller of all things? It would
be unreasonable to create all things good and then to oppose

Himself with wickedness.
For God to do evil would be a contradiction of His purpose

in the creation of man. "If he set His heart upon man, if He
gather unto Himself His sprrit and His breath; All fesh shall
perish together, and uran shall turn again unto dust." Man's
purpose in life is to enjoy God and to glorify Him forever. Hu-
mans fie not created to resist God and disobey Him. Nor is it
Crod's purpose to lead man in the paths of resistance and dis-
obedience. God longs for all to ttrrn to Him and believe on
Him. He is holy and righteous, the God of all the truth. Thus
Elihu pleads, "lf now thou hast understanding, hear this:
hearken to the voice of my words. Shall even he that hateth
right govern? and wilt thou condemn Him that is most just?"

This is a special ,pp.al to lob. Elihu endeavors to conyince lob
of the ,rrrlr*n.6l"n* of the argument that God was nor al-
ways fair in His treatrnent of him. If God hated the right, could
He possibly govern the universe? Such a thought would be

unreasonable.
One would not dare to accuse an eartfily monarch of wrong-
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doing, for this would be a sign of deepest disrespect. "Is it fit to
say to a king, Thou aft wicked? and to princes, Ye are un-
godly?" But how much greater the error to accuse God of
wrongdoing. "How much Iess to Him that accepteth not the
persons of princes, nor regardeth the rich more than the poor?

for they all are the work of His hands." Kings and princes are

God's subjects. If we would not accuse them, what right do we
have to accuse the Kirrg of kings and the Lord of lords?

Jr'rdgpent will come upon wicked men because God is all-
righteous. "In a moment shall th.y die, and the people shall be

troubled at midnight, and pass away: and the *ighry shall be

taken away without hand." C-rod is no respecter o[ persons. The
mighty as well as the weak will be destroyed if
Ch?si. Let no one think that he will deceive

th"y
Crod,

know not
"For His

eyes are upon the ways of uran, and He seth all his goings.

There is no darkn€$, nor shadow of death, where the workers

of iniquity may hide themselves." In Numbers 32:23 we read,

"Be sure your sin will find you out." It is possible to deceive

one's employ€r, and sometimes even the members of one's

family, but no one can hide from the eye of God.

God's judgments wi[ be righteous and iust. "For He will
not l.y upon man more than right; that he should enter into

irdpent with Crod. He shall break in pieces *ighty men with-
out number, and set others in their stead." C,od shall judge with
infinite wisdom. All will be equally rewarded, the righteous for
his good works and the evil man for his wiclcedness. God will
not be uniust to any. To the righteous He will salr "C,ome, Ye
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for y@r

from the foundation of the world" (Matthew 2523+). But to
the wiclced His words will be, "Depart from Me, ye cursed,

into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels"

(Matthew 25241). I wonder which He will say to you? Do
you know? You can know now, and you should know. The de-

ciding factor is whether or not you have believed on Jesus
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Christ as your Saviour and [.ord. Those who know Him ire
PrePared for eternity. Those who have not received Him into
the life are unprepared.

Elihu informs us further that God knows €very evil work of
rnan and judges him for them. "fherefore He knoweth their
works, and He overttrrneth them in the night, so that they ane
desroy.d.l'V.ry often C,od judges a wickrd p.*n to protrid.
an example so that others living in wickedness will repent and
turn to the Lord. "He striketh them as wicked men in the open
sight of othex1s."

How well I recall my high school years, when God reached
into our class to take one of the prominent young people in
death. All of us were made to think, but few did 

-."ythirg

about getting tight with Crod. Though we were careful- aboui
our actions for several weeks, it did not last because there was
no real repentance, and as the result, Do conversions. Often-
times God strikes that the ungodly may $r" attenrion to the
really important things of life; but even then man conrinues
on in his old paths of sin.

The reason H j,rdgo men is found in verse 2Tr "Because
th.y turned baclc from Hh, and would not consider any of His
ways." The lost go to hell not because of their evil worlcs, but
because they reject Christ and turn their backs on Him. Actu-
ally, no one can do good works apart from Crod. Until he knows
the Lord, he lives in his evil continually. Thus Elihu Sves us
the basic reason why rnan must suffer the judgment of God.
'They turned back fro* Him, and would not Jonsider any o[
His ways."

The results of turning from C,od are many. One is oppres-
sion. The unsaved man will grr. little thought to the righs of
others. "So that th.y cause the cry of the poor to come unto
Him, and He heareth the cry of the affiicted."

How different it is in the life of one who has tmly mer the
Lord. He has experienced the peace of God that passeth all
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understanding. Because of this, he is anxious that others come
to know this same marvelous peace. He is vitally interested in
the welfare of others. Set free from the bondage of sin and
death, he is desirous that his friends know the blessed assur-
ance of John 8 :36, "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye
shall be free indeed."

Obviously, Elihu had come to know deliverance and victory
through the Lord. His words evidence the fact that he qpeaks
out of a heart of experience. He said, "When He giveth guiet-
ness, who then can make trouble? and when He hideth His
face, who then can behold Him? whether it be done against a
nation, or against a man only."

One of the purposes of the new life of freedom and peace is
that "the hy?*rite reign not, lest the people be ensnared."
fu is concerned that all men come to Him and live for Him,
that His will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Elihu is inti-
mating that there was some hyp*riry in ]ob's speeches.

Though he was not a hypocrite in the final sense, sorrc o[ his
statements were hypocritical. This was sin, and Elihu proceeds
to insrmct Job as to what he should say to God in the face of his
sin and suffering. In verse 3l there is a plea for humility and
repentance: "suiely it is meet to be said unto God, I have borne
chastisement, I wiU not offend any more." We ate not to com-
plain about chastisement; we are to bear it thankfully and hum-
bly. In it we are to discover our own failures, and after re-

penting, seek the r,vill of the Lord. It is not enough for one to be
sorr), for sin, he must vow in the strength of the Lord to do it
no more. Job is to ask for spirirual discernment to recognize
his own sin, and then for grace to ttrrn from it. Probably noth-
irg is more difficult than seeing our sin as God sees it. Our
neighbor's sin is easily recognizable; but to see our own, and to
do something about it, is usually most difficult. "That which
I see not teach Thou me: if I have done iniguity, I will do no
more."
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Further Job is to seelc above dl else the mind and will of God
in everything. "Should it be according to thy mind? He yrill rec-
omPense it, whether thou refuse, or whether thou choose; and
not I; therefore speak what thou knowest." It appears from
what Job hid to :aI in some of his speeches thar il ipoL" only
human wisdom. Job's thoughtt *oJ of little importairce when

liid alongside 9f C,od's perfect plan. Man's wisdom is sadly
Iimited, but God's is perfect. '

Next Elihu turns to the three frien& to solicit their j,rdf
ment_again. "Let men of understanding tell me, and let a wis;
man hearken unto me. Iob hath spoken without knowldg",
and his words were without wisdo*j' He then gro his charle
aga]nst Job, saying, "MI desire is that Job may be rried unto th.
end, because of his answers for wicked men. For he addeth re-
bellion unto his sin, he clappeth his han& among us, and mul-
tiplieth his words against C,od." At their fi.rst ieading, these
words would suggest that Elihu, Iike the three friends,-wils in-
considerate and hanh,_ saying, "My desire is that Iob mry be
tried unto the end." But what he meant here was that Iob
should be tried until he was willing to humble himself fulli i"
the sight of God. For by making false statemenrs as he had
done, he srrengthened the hands of wicked men who were
heard frequgtdy to thmst the same arguments against Crcd.
V.ry often th"y were heard to say that dd was .rrrl"r.rrr and un-
interested in the needs of His creatures. Elihu claims that this
made matters worse for Iob, "he addeth rebellion unto his sin."

What Elihu has said thus far certainly has been worth while.
We should do well to ponder his words. It may be that in like
manner C,od has been speaking to Iou, that you might be hum-
bled in His sight. There may be some lesson you need to Iearn
or some change you need to make. You have been too brqy to
hear His voice; now He must speak by means of a severe trial.
Oh, hear Him before it is too late. Tur to Him in your anxi-
ety; He will not fail you. Do not tmst in your own self*uffi-
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ciency. Surely you have learned that this is not worth while.
In 2 C,orinthians 325 Paul eys, "Not that we are sufficient of
ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency

is of God." Let yo.ri suffiiiency be of God. Surrender com-

pletely to Christ and His control.
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Eruru coNrrNuEs his speeh in this chapter by reproving both
Job and his three friends. He declares another charge {ainst
Job: "Thinkest thou this ro be right, that thou r.iari My
righteousness is more than God's?" lob did nor say this in rL
many words, but virtually this was the essence of what he had
said. Elihu is condemning Job for having expressed the
thought that because of his inte$S, he did rrot diserve what
God was doing t9 him. He felt, as Elihu pur it, "My right-
eousness is more than God's."

Further in his charge, Elihu claimed that Job had said,
"What advantage will it be unto thee? and, What profit shall I
have, if I be cleansed from my sin?" Comparirrg himself with
the wicked and seeing the wicked prosper in his evil, Iob co1-
cluded, "Why should I live righteously-the wicked are re-
warded good for their evil and the righteous are rewarded by
suffering."_It is quite obvious that Elihu was not altogethei
correct in his judgment of fob. For oftentimes Job illustrated
from the Prospetity of the wicked merely to show that in the
end the wicked would not be prospered, while the righteous

303
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on the other hand would enter his reward. But there were oc-

casions when Job, in his lapes from dependirg upon C,od

rather than on the fesh, pitied hirnself and strongly intimated
that the righteous life was not altogether worth while.

There are few of us who are not guilry of these declining mo-

ments when we b"Sn to pity ourselves and our plight, with the
resultant discouragement and depression. How important it is

that we heed the apostle's words found in C,olossians 3:2, "Set

your affection on things above, not on things on the earth." We
must keep our eyes fixed on Christ. If we look to ourselves, we

shall fail miserably. We have a mighty Lord who can never suf-
fer defeat. Thus, even though we are plunged into despair

and sorrow on occasion, we must not forget that God will not
fail us. How well David knew this. He said, 'TVeePing may

endure for a night, but ioy cometh in the mornit g" (Psalm

30:5). C.,ertairrly we shall weep; we shall cry even as the un-
godly do. But ioy is on its way. "It shall come to paSs, that be-

fore they call, I wiil answer; and while th.y are yet qpeaking, I
will hear" (Isaiah 65 :24). C-od does not forget us. He is deeply
aware of our needs. Whenever the lord permits anything, He
does it with divine intelligence for our good. There are needed

lessons He wants us to learn which we cannot discover in any

other place quite as well as where He puts us. Or possibly there

are duties to be performed in that particular place and we ate

His chosen on6 for the tasks. At least we should be satisfied

that we are never in any place by accident, but that God has

placed us where we are for some good reason. Thus be assured,

we are not alone; the Lord is with us. He will not fai'l us.

Now Elihu has a message for lob and his three companions.

He begins by pointing them in the proper direction. "f.ook
unto the heavens, and see; and behold the clouds which are

higher than thou." He reminds them that their help comes

from the Ior4 that God is far greater than man. Elihu would
have his listeners consider that they are not dealing with frail
human flesh, but with the Eternal God.
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We cannot always understand Cod's ways. We see the heav-
ens and the clou& far above us. These are all in the control of
God, fat beyond human manipulation. In the same manner,
trials are far above our control, as are all the ways of God. In
Isaiah 55:8-9 we read: "For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways My ways, saith the Lord. For as the hlear-
ens are higier than the earth, so are My ways higher than your
*T, and My thoughrs rhan your thoughrs.'i

Do not jry-to figure out God's prot idences. This is impos-
sible. As the heavens and clouds ire far above uS, so are the
ways of Crod. The most miserable people in the world are those
who ask, '"V[/hy? Why did God permit this to come into my
Iife? Why must I zuffer so?" Th. happiest people in all th;
world are those who lean on the Iord without ieservation or
fear. We must not look at the present moment but far ahead.
Consider your desrination. Some d^y you are going ro meet
Christ face to face. Then you will look back on yo,rr compara-
tively few hours of distress and discomfort and asi., 'Why aia t
worry and frer?" With this hop" in our hearts we can have
peace at all times.

Dr. '\^/. M. Taylor tells of traveling on a train on which there
was a litde child who romped up and down the aisle and
seemed to be at home with everybody. Looking at her frolic
thus, one was unable to tell to whom she belongft. She seemed
,g h_the 

Properry of everyone. But soon the 
"rr[irr" 

gave a Ioud
shriek as they plunged into a darlc tunnel, and ir, 

" 
,io**t the

child few like a bird to nestle herself on a lady's I.p. There
was no question about who the lady was. This child found im-
mediate security in the closeness of her mother.

How import"rr! that we who know the Lord snuggle up
closely to Him when the trials come, realizing that H; is 'L
very p_resent l"lp in rrouble" (Psalm 46: l). No, do not rry
to understand your trial. Rest in the unchangeable promises
of C,od. kan your whole weight on your unfailing Lord.
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Things may look hazy and dark at the moment, but soon the
sun wiil shine. God witl undertake.

Elihu says further, "If thou sinnest, what doest thou against

Him? or if thy transgressions be multiplied, what doest thou
unto Him?" When a rnan sins, he hurts himself and ve{y often
others, but Crod is not affected by his sin. There are some who
feel that th"y are getting even with God by committing evil.
Thry are under the delusion that th.y can pay Gd back for
their affiiction by sinning against Him. Though God may be

grieved by our sin, He is never affected by it, but most cer-

tainly the sinner will be. How many there are in our d.y who,
when faced with hardships or affiictions of any kind, go out
and get drunk, thinking they can drown their troubles in beer

or alcohol. Nothirg could be more ridiculous, for this only
adds to their troubles. Sin never provides a solution to our prob
Iems, only suffering and sorrow. "The way of transgressors is

hard" (Proverbs 13:15). The way of the sinner is never any-

thing else but hard. Sin always results in misery in the life of
the sinner.

Along the Sacramento River in California there is a beauti-

ful section of country. Sudderly one comes to an atea where
for miles the hills and mountainsides are as barren of trees as

a desert. There are practically no signs of life-only poison oak

in some places. Here is the reason for the desolation: years ago

two great smelters were busy in this region, caring for the cop
pff and other ores that needed their attention. The fumes from
these smelters went far and wide with the shifting winds. Trees
and vegetation were blighted. Thty blackened and decayed,

until it seemed that no growing thing could live. Farmers pro,
tested, for the fumes were reaching out into the fertile valley
sections and crops were b.it g ruined. Finally the srnelters were
closed, bur the devastation of a great and beautiful piece of
the Sacramento Canyon has remained until this day. No new
trees or useful shrubs are seen strugglitg into life in this awful
desert. The very soil is evidently poisoned. As these fiumes af-
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fected the vegetation of the Sacramento Valley, in like manner
sin affects the soul, destrolang all b.",rty and producing bar-
renness. Thus, Iet us be sure, no one can spite Cr"d by sin. The
sinner always brings further woe upon himself.

As a countelpart to this, Elihu asks, "If thou be righteous,
what givest thou Him? or what receiveth He of thinJhand?"
As sin affects one's eguani*ity and happiness in life, so does

fghteousness. The rnan who obeys God ieceives ioy and saris-
faction in his own heart, but as sin does not affect CLd, neither
does one's righteorrsness. In other words, w€ do not help God
out by what we do. Cod is not dependent on any human. He
is r9r:Igig" .ld all-mighty. of course, w€ do help ourselves
by fulfilling the comman& of God. There is a confidence
and assurance in obeying God not found in disobedience. But
Iet us never think that God is better off as the result of how we
live or what we do for Him. Every act of service rendered for
the Lord and to the Lord benefits not only those whorn we
have hglned but ourselves. God's state is not changed, though
we are blessed and profited.

What is Elihu driving at? In his speeches Job had suggested
two things. He had dedared that he might just as *.ii live
like the wicked since th.y are rewarded, thus intimating drat
possibly he could pay C,od back for what he consideredlo be
unjust affiic'tion. On the other hand, there were occasions when
Job overemphasized his integrity, suggesting that God should
be moved to do somethirrg about his pitiful condition on the
ground of his lghteous life. But God is not bound to do any-
thing for us. Further, we do not deserve the Lord's gracious
intervention. We are sinful and wicked, worthy only of eternal
hell. God _is completely independent of any incumbency ro
mankind. In Psalm 50:12 He says, "If I were hungry, I would
not tell thee: for the world is Mine, and the fulness rhereof."
The Lord is not in any way dependent upon us, thus there
is no reason why He should help us.

What God does, He does because of His marvelous grace.
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Considering man and his wicked ways, it is amanng that _God
should .r.r, hear our cries. The best of us has failed the Lord

time and time again. But in His mercy God sys, "For all this

His anger is nor rurned awdlt but His hand is stretched out

srill" (Iiaiah 9:21). Is this not wonderful? We have been a dis-

obedienr and gainsaying people, and yet the Lord continues to

love us. In Micah 7:18 the prophet says, 'Tllho is a H like
unro Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the trans-

gession of the re-rrant o[ His heritage? He retaineth not His

Ing.r for ever, because He delighteth in mercy.] Yes, Crod de-

lights in mercy. We are undese-ing of it, but He still delights

in it.
Have you experienced the mercy of God in the salvation of

your to.ri? He will not force you to come to Himself, but mG

ment by moment He pleads tlrat you turn to Him and live. Con-

sider Hit Word found in Ezekiel 33:ll, "S"y unto them, As

I live, saith the Lord Goo, I have no pleasure in the death of

the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live:

turn ye, turn ye from your evil waP."
Maybe you are a child of C,od but you have fallen into sin,

even i."p-sin. Had anyone told you that you w9$d be in the

condition you are in at this moment, you would have become

angry and denounced him as a fool. But hery you are. I have

g*d news for you: the grace of God is sufficient. If yol- 1e
iritti"g to confess, God will forgive your sin and yo, will be

,otorJd to fellowship with Him again. He is still the same.

You have nor affected Him, but only yourself by your sin.

It is as Elihu says, 'Thy wickedness may hurt a man as thou

art; and thy righieousness may profit the son o[ man." But H
is still the;;: He loves you. We hurt only ourselves when

we sin. We help others when we do kind things for them. But

Cfd remains the same. He is unchangeable in His goodness

and grace. He will forgive you if yry will ask Him.

Be-gi"ning wirh u.* 9 of this chapter, Elihu infers that he

felt J"b *"i somewhat critical of God's mercy and goodness.
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"P,y reason of the multirude of oppressions they make the op
Pressed to.g: fi:y cry our by geason of the ann of the mighry.,,
Doubtless Elihu has in mind Job's words as recorded ir".h.p
tet 24, verse 12, "M.l groan from out of the city, and the *"t
of the wounded crieth out_: yet God layeth nor folly to rhem.,,
That is, Crod would 

-not 
l.lp them, .r.r, though they cried

unto Him in the midst of their needs. Iob *ori"il have us be-
Iieve that if God is a righte_ous God, then He ought ro help
those who have needs whln they cry unto Him. 

\'

The reason Elihu gives that Goi does nor h"lp them is that
they do_ not Iook to Him to help. "But none saith, 

^Wh.r" 
is God

my *4"r, who giveth songs in the night?" Though they cry
unto God, it- aPPears to be merely complaining -arrd, 

Uitt.r-
ness rather tlran 

I"Pet tance and depend"rr".. ilrl.rry people
*hg_cry aloud in their calamiry to God are nor really interesied
in Him but in themselves, seeking to find quick alleviation
from their suffering. James suggests this: "Ye ark, and receive
not, because ye -ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your
Iusts" (Jaores 4:3). Selfish praying avaiis nothing.

Oftentimes affiictions ate t"ni that we migit turn to the
Lord in complete dependence on Him. It is-hard for sinful
rnan to realize that he has no resources of his own. Rather than
go_ to the l,ord in colple_te reliance, he feels that he needs only
a Iitde emergency help, but beyond this he is sufficient within
himself. He overlooks the fact that God is his Maker, that the
C,od who made him can certainly keep him and sustain him, if
he will p"rorit himself to be kept.

9|ent]y trials are for ths pulpose of opening areas ro our
hearts that hitherto have not been bp"rr.d to Crd: Many o[ us
can Iook back on hotrrs of afliction as being turning pornts in
our spiritual lives. In these seasons of disrress we 

-found 
the

Lord in a way in which we had never known Him before.
It may be that your present rrial is for the very pulpose that

you might surrender gompletely to the Lord's control. ?ou may
ssl, I do not know of any unsurrendered portion of my heai.
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Ask God! His analysis may differ from yours. Ask Him to show

you wherein you have failed to lean on Him as you should;
then commit everythittg to Him. Remember, He is the One
"who giveth songs in the night." When the trial is at its worst
and all around seems the darkest, even then God can Put a song

in the heart because there is a way with Him. David said in
Psalm 62:8, "Tntst in Him at all times; ye people, Pour out
your heart before Him: Crod is a refuge for tls." How tnre! He
certainly is. He "giveth songs in the night."

Even more than this, Elihu tells us that He "teacJreth us

more than the beasg of the earth, and maketh rrs wiser than the

fowls of heaven." God has created us in such a manner that we

can receive His corrmunications. He has grven us the reason-

irg powers and the faculties to understand His truth as it is

pr-serrted in the Scriptures. We are not like the beasts of the

earth who lack in spirirual discernment and understanding.

In Christ we can know even as we are known. Iob needed to be

reminded that God is gracious, that He does hear the qy of the

oppressed and the affiicted if th.y are sincerely concerned

about the will of God rather than selfish interests.

Elihu declare that unless one cries unto the Iord in hu'
mility, he might just as well not call on the [,ord. 'olhere th.y
sy, but none giveth an$uer, because of the pride of evil men.

Surely God will not hear vanity, neither will the AtTighty re-

gard it." When proud men pral, their prayers go unheard and

unanswered because God will not give attention to a proud

heart. In Proverbs 6: 17-19 the inspired man of wisdom tells us

of six things that God hates: 'Yea, seven are an abomination

unto Him: A proud look, a lying tongue, and hands that shed

innocent blood, An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations,

feet that be swift in running to mischief, A false witness that

speaketh lies, and he that soweth discord aPong brethren."

What is frrst on the list? "A proud look." Pride is an abomina-

rion to C,od. Thus the basic requisite to be realized, if anyone is
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to be heard by C,od, is humil iry, which in the srricr sense is
discipline and submission to the Lord's control.

As we draw to the close of the chapter, we find Elihu pick-
ilg up_ another statement made by Job, "Although thou sayesr
thou shalt not see Him, yet judgment is before Him; there-
fore mr$ thou in Him." In the valley of despair Iob had felt so
forsaken tha't he doubted he would ever see the [ord. But Elihu
assures Job that judgment is before him. No one need worry
about seeing the Lord. If we have met Him on His terms, there
is no doubt about it-we shall see Him. God's Word is not con-
tingent on our varying concepts. Thus Elihu sys, "Trust thou
in Him." This is good advice. One's faith may waver, but God's
promises never change. For this reason, we must fully believe
Him.

Elihu feels that not only is mercy being shown Iob, but be-
cause of Job's attitude of complaint there is jrdg"ent in the
Lord's actions. "But now, because it is not so, He hath visited
in His anger; yet he knoweth it not in great extremiry." Elihu
would have Job see that, because he failed to humble himself
completely in God's sight and because he refused to depend
upon Him for all things, j.rdpent was being visited upon him.

Elihu concludes, "Therefore doth Job open his mouth in
vain; he multiplieth words without knowledge." He is not as

severe as Job's friends in his accusation. They had declared
that lob was a hypocrite; Elihu feels that Iob had spoken, when
he would have done well to humble himself in the sight of the
Lord and listen. Have not all of us been guilty of this same evil?
How important that we examine our hearts at this moment. Is
there any trace of pride or selfdependence? If so, let us yield
ourselves fully to the control of Christ, and then tnrst Him for
all things.
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IN Hrs FouRrH spEEcH, Elihu pleads with his audience to be

patient and listen a little longer, for he has yet more to say

*ni.f, he feels is divinely given. "Suffer me a litde, and I will
shew thee that I have yet to speak on C,od's behalf." Elihu does

not take credit for what he is saying, but he tells us that this is

'lc,nowledge from afar." He honors the Lord as his Maker and

strongly declares that C,od is righteous in all of His _deallng:
with *"n, and that God can never be unrighteous. Iob had

intimated in his speeches that God had been unrighteous on

occasion because He did not help the needy when He could

have.
Elihu vows to speak the tmth. "For torly my words shall not

be false." Becauss he speaks the tnrth he can so/, "He that is

perfect in knowledge is with thee." He w€s "P"tfot in knowl-

adg"" in the sense that he was a uran of integrity, seeking to

pr"r.rrt the truth as C,od had given it to him.- 
In verse 5, Elihu bqgins this partictllar ryeech on behalf of

his Maker by stating, "B.hold, C,od is *ighry, and despiseth

3t2
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not any: He is mighty in strength and wisdom." Job felt that he
had been ignored by God because of the lack of immediate
divine intervention on his behalf. Elihu disagreed. He would
have us to see that C,od ignores no one. His [rr." is sufficient
for all.

Job argued further that God takes care of the wicked, while
often overlooking the needs of the righteous. Elihu informed
him that it was not so. "He preserveth not the life of the
wicked: but giveth right to the poor." The wicked live all the
days of their appointed time, but theirs is a hard life. God tells
us this in Proverbs 13 : 15, "The way of transgressors is hard.'
Then, of courc€, followirg the death of the wicked, jrdg*enr
must be faced. Indeed, there is nothing attractive aboul this
kind of living. But on the other hand, God takes care of the

Poor, that is, the poor in spirit, those who have humbled them-
selves in the sight of the Lord and acknowledged Him as their
Saviour. In Psalm 5:12 we read, "For Thou, Lono, wilt bless
the righteous; with favour wilt Thou compass him as with a
shield." How wonderfully He undertakes for those who love
Him, for those who have believed on His beloved Son as Lord.
To them He says in Psalm 32:8, "I will instmct thee and teach
thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee wirh
Mine eye." No, God will not forsake the righteous. He promises
to undertake for His own. Elihu is certainly correct in what
he is saying here.

Notice further what Elihu has to say about God. "He with-
draweth not His eyes from the righteous: but with kings are
they on the throne; yea, He doth establish them for "u"i and
they are exalted." Not only does He focus His eyes on His be-
Ioved ones; He never removes His eyes from them. "He with-
draweth not His eyes from the righteous." It may seem on oc-
casion that providence has been withdrawn from us, but this
is impossible. David says in Psalm 48: 14, "For this God is our
C,od for ever and ever: He will be our guide even unto death."
God's redeemed ones are the I.ord's eternal possession. Thus
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He promises to care for them, even to the extent of exalting
them. As subjects respect and honor their king, so the [,ord is
gracious to His born-again childr€D, and expresses His favor
toward them as the subject toward the kirrg. Oh, what grace is

manifested here, that we who are so dese*it g of eternal perdi-
tion are honored and exalted in such a manner by our Maker.
Such an affitude on the part of God, however, is no promise of
escape from affiiction. Nor is affiiction a proof of hypocrisy,
as Job's friends had stated. On the other hand, neither is it an

evidence of C,od's neglect, as Job had declared. Affiiction
is for the purpose of discipline and instnrction, as Elihu has

said, "And if they be bound in fetters, and be holden in cords

of afliction; Then He sheweth them their work, and their
transgressions that th.y have exceeded." The word "work" here

has to do with one's transgressions. Sin is always the work of
the human heart. If there is any good in us, it is because of
God at work in us.

In affiictioD, God makes us conscious of our sinfulness that
we might yield to His lordship. "He openeth also their @r to
discipline, and comrnandeth that they return from iniquity,"
When C,od chastens us, He teaches us. Oftentimes He makes

us conscious of sins we would not normally recognize, With
the affiiction comes the call to "rerurn from iniquity." The wise

man will heed the call of God and turn from his wicked way,

that he might enjoy the blessing of the Lord. The foolish man

will continue in sin, but in so doing he will bring further judg
ment upon himself. "If they obey and serve Him, th.y shall

spend their days in prosperity, and their years in pleasures. But
if they obey not, th.y shall perish by the sword, and th.y shall

die without knowledge."
Obedience to God is the only sure way to prosperiry and

peace. Those who walk with the Lord d.y by dry enjoy lit
abundant provision materially, physically, and spiritually. But
those who refuse to repent, if not killed by their affiiction, will
die by ultimate j,rdgfrent. For the sword of the Lord will come
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YPol them when th.y least expect it, and they will die without
further notice, or as Elihu sys, "without knowledge." God

:Pok to us in affiictioD, that we might yield ro His will and
follow and obey Him.

It is very possible that C,od is speaking ro you through
financial trouble, domestic proble*s, sicknJss, oi some other
method of divine chastisement. What is the message He would
have you hear? Open your ears to His voice. Do rroi be deceived
by your pride. Bow to your Maker and respect Him as Lord of
Iords. Acknowledge Christ as the One who died for your sins
and rose again. Should you be a Christisn, confess all known
siru that you might walk in fellowship with the Lord.

Elihu now speaks of a particular kind of sinner, those who
are "hypocrites in heart." Of them he says, they 'heap up wrath:
th.y cry not when He bindeth them."

There are many who appear to be Christians outwardly.
That is, they attend church, th"y pralt some even take an active

Part in the work of the Lord; but inwardly they are an abomina-
tion to C,od because th"y are hypocrites at heart. They have
never been born again. AII they do is but a sham. Of these

Jesus said in Matthew l5:8, "This people draweth nigh unto
Me with their mouth, and honoureth Me with their lips; but
their heart is far from Me." Because th"y are unrepentant
at heart, th.y are heaping up wrarh. They are bringing the
judgment of God upon themselves. Th"y think they atre h*p
ing up treasures by what th.y are doing, but actually they arc
provokit g God's wrath because of the evil nature of their sin-
ful hearts. Of them God says in Romans 2:5, "But after thy
hardness and impenitent heart, treasurest up unto thyself
wrath against the d.y of wrath and revelation of the righteous
j.rdpent of God."

Crod's wrath is often executed upon the wicked premarurely
because of their sins. "They die in yourh, md their life is
among the unclean." Th.y had hoped to live to a ripe old age
but suddenly the j,rdg*ent of God comes upon them. Then
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they are confined to hell to qpend eternity with the vilest of
men, adulterers, thieves, murderers, drunkards, yea, all who
have rejected the grace of C,od and spurned the offer of sal-
vation. They will be in hell because of the hardness of their
hearts. God has spoken to them many times in life by way of
aflictioD, but they refused to listen. Elihu says in verse 13,

"They cry not when'He bindeth them." Thai is, when God
affiicted them, they refused to repent and seek His mercy.
Thus they must suffer the consequences. For as God says in
Ezekiel 18:20, "The soul that sinneth, ir shall die."

Notice what the Lord does for those who humble themselves
in His sight during their afliction: "He delivereth the poor in
his affiictioD, and openeth their ears in oppression." God is
always ready to help those who are poar in spirit and of a broken
and conffite heart. He draws near to them in tenderness durirrg
their severest affiiction, and He speals to them in words of
comfort and hope as th"y faithfully trust Him until His chas-
tening ends.

In verse 16, Elihu addresses himself in particular to Iob,
saying, "Even so would He have removed thee out of the srrait
into a broad place, where there is no straitness; and that which
should be set on thy table should be full of fatness." Job might
have enjoyed Crod's richest blessing even in his severest affiic-
tion had he refused to complain against God's providence and
care, and had he humbled himself in full and complete de-

pendence on the gracious hand of God's mercy. The Lord
promises in Luke 14: I l, "For whosoever exalteth himself
shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted."
Yes, C,od always cares for those who are willing to humble
themselves in His sight.

Elihu condemned Job by accusing him of acting like the
wicked when th"y are tried. "But thou hast fulfilled the j.rdg-

ment of the wicked: judgment and justice take hold on thee."
In trial, the wicked complain and murnur against C,od rather
than rest in the holiness of His providence. Thus because God
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is all-righteous and just, Iob should expect further suffering as

the result of his disobedience.
El_ihu pleads with Job to repent of his evil in the light of the

wrath of C,od. "Because there is wrath, beware lest He take thee
away with His stroke: then a great ransom cannot deliver thee."
Job is warned here that he might suffer physical death as the
climax of Crod's chastisement because of his failure to repent.
There is no escape from the wrath of God without repen,tance.

Yol.y, wisdom, friends are all to no avail when ths anger of
God is kindled against an unrepentant soul.

Elihu says further, '"\Mill He esteem thy riches? no, nor gold,
nor all the forces of srrerrgth." How *rrry there are in orrr"d.y
trusti-ng in their money as a means to security. Money cannot
possibly enable one to escape from the wrath of God. I!{an must
be judged for his sin unless it is put under the blmd of Christ,
who died for all sin at Calvary. "Forasmuch as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with .L*ptible things ,'u silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from
your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, os of a

Iamb without blemish and without spot" (l Peter l:18-19).
Christ will freely forgive on the ground of His shed blood if
only sinful man will turn to Him and repent.

Elihu conrinues by saying to Job, "Desire not the night,
when people are cut off in their place." It would seem that
"night" as used here refers to death. Job had pleaded to die as

an escape from his calamity. But Elihu would have him un-
derstand that death is not always an escape. Oftentimes it pro.
duces even more misery because of an unrepentant heart. Truly
a man who complains against C,od and resists His divine coun-
sels is not ready to die. Rather than die, Elihu informs Job, he
should do something about his sin. "Talce heed, regard not
iniquity: for this hast thou chosen rather than affiiction." This
is certainly a worth-while plea, for only as a rnan is wi'llirrg to
face up to his own sin and do something about it, is he ready
to die. Of course, there is only one thing he can do about his
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sin, and that is to confess it to Christ and acknowledge Christ
ari Saviotu and Lord of his life. When Jesus Christ died on
the cross, He did not die for His own sin, for He had none. He
died for your sin and for mine. Thus what Elihu said to Iob
might be said to each one of us, that we may examine our hearts
before H: 'Take heed, regard not iniquity: for this hast
thou chosen rather than amicdon." Is this Eue of you? Have
you chosen sin rather than respond to the love of C,od? If so,

give attention to the words of Isaiah 55 27, "I*t the wicked for-
sake his wa,f t and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the Lonn, and He will have mercy upon him;
and to our God, for He will abundandy pardor."

OUR REFUGE

fue you ddfdng on life's ocean?
Ere you sink beneath the wave

Anchor to the Rock of Ages:
He will rescrrc, He will save.

There's no other Friend like Jezus,
For He died to set us free,

If we will believe the record
Of His death and victory.

Then love the Lord with all your heart.
[,ove and lift your fellow men.

Turn from sin, and follow Jezus;
For you must be born again.

AU have sinned. Not one is righteous:
All, like sheep, have gone astray.

Only Christ can save the lost one,
He's the Truth, the Life, dre W.y.

-Selected

Let Christ berome all that He wants to be to you-your
Saviour, your Provider, your Guider 1,our Friend.

Elihu continues by drawing attention to the greatness and
majesty of God. Because of who He is and wha-t He is, God
should be reqpected and honored by everyone. He is sovereign;
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no one has any right to tell C,od what ro do or how to do it.
"Behold, H exalteth by His power: who teacheth like Him?"
God has the right to exalt or humble those He pleases. He need
not take orders nor instructions from any. His teachings are
final. For this reason His Word, the Bible, is the only infallible
mle of faith and practice. No one could ever teach God, for
He is the Fountain of all truth. Thus we are to respect
His Word as tnrth. "AIl scripture is given by inspirarion of
God" (2 Timothy 3:15). It is rrof to be queitioned or
criticized. It is to be received as the authoritative truth of God.

As God's Word is tmth, so His providences are withour enor.
'"\Mho hath enjoined Him His way? or who can sol, Thou hast
wrought iniquity?" Who would be brazen enough or fool
enough to declare that God is a sinner? He who is ail-fghteous
has never Icnown anythirg but righteousness. For this reason we
are to acknowledg Him as the only tme and holy Deiry.

'Tlemember that thou magnify His work, which men be-
hold." C,od has given evidence of "His work" wherever we
Iook. Thus no one is excused, for every human has some asso-
ciation with the handiwork of God. The trees, the grass, the
shntbs, the heavens with the stars, the sun, the *oorr, all evi-
dence dre work of God. Everyone may see it, Elihu declares.
Paul tells us in Romans l:2A, "For the invisible things of Him
from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being under-
stood by the things that are made, even His eternal po*r and
Godhead; so that they are without excuse." Man ir without
excuse because God's works of creation are clearly seen, be-
speaking the fact of God's greatness and power. Every man,
even those who do not have the benefit of the Word of God,
may see God's handiwork. For, "There is no speech nor
language,where their voice is not heard" (Psalm l9:3).

"Behold, God is great," declares Elihu. fndeed, He is great
in power, great in wisdom, and great in wealth. But ir our
Present limited state, "we know Him not." From His revealed
knowledge we know drat He is, but not what He is. In this life
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we know of Him only in part. Some day, praise God, we shall
know Him as He is.

God cannot be limited to years, for He is eternal. Elihu tells
us further, "Neither can the number of His years be searched
out." He is without beginnirrg and without ending-the eternal
,,I AM."

Not only does Elihu tell us of God's greatness but also of His
providential works. "For He maketh rrrrrtt the d-pu of water:
they pour down rain according to the vapour thereof; Which
the clouds do drop and distil upon rnan abundantly." Here
is one of God's many miraculous phenomena, the sending of
rain for the welfiare of man. Elihu aslcs, "Can any un&rstand
the spreadings of the clouds, or the noise of His tabernacle?"
He is referring to the thick douds that seem to cover the
heavens at the time of storm. The "noise of His tabernacle" is

literally "the crashing," that is, the thunder. In verse 30 he re-

fers to the lightning, which in its great light penetrates to the
bottom of the ocean, laying even the darkness of the ocean bare.
"Behold, He spreadeth His light upon it, and covereth the
bottom of the sea."

Notice the twofold effect of rain storms. "For by them judg-
eth He the people; He grveth meat in abtrndance." Oftentimes
C,od sends j"dg*ent through severe storms, remittdit g men
and women of His *ighy power and of the need of rvorship-
irg Him. On the other hand, by the sending of the rains He
nourishes the crops that feed our bodies.

God does not send stonns upon us without warning. '"\Mith
clouds He covereth the light; and corrmandeth it not to shine
by the cloud that cometh betwixt." Usually before the storm
strikes, the clouds cover the skies. Often the lightnirg pre-
cedes the rains. Elihu says, "The noise thereof sheweth con-
cerning it." Further he says, 'qthe cattle also concernirg the
vapour." With the warning signals of a storm, cattle usually
seek shelter.

What is God telling us in these verses? Before judgment,
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warning is glven, so that man is without excuse. As storms arre

preceded by warnirgs, so throughout the Word of God we find
scores of warnings to hardened sinners to repent before it is
too late. Have you turned from your sins to the living God?
Do you know Christ as your Saviour and Lord? Oh, if not, ttrrn
to Him immediately. If you are a ChrisdoD, has C,od been
speaking to you about some sin in your life? You would do well
to hear His voice before it is too late. The Apostle Paul declars,
'I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from feshly
IusB, which war against the soul" (l Peter 2:ll). Claim victory
gver your sin through the power of Christ. Nor only has tife
bee_n given to all who believe, but divine power has been given
to live to the glory of God and the gooa of our fellow 

--"rr.

We have the Holy Spirit, the Holy Scripttues, the fellorarship
of the saints, and the blessed hope of the Lord's return. What
possible excuse has a Christian for not living the victorious life?
The Christian life is the one and only full life for time and
eternity. If there is sin hinderirrg your walk with the [,ord, con-
fess it and ask God to enable you to be more than a congueror
through Christ. He wiU hear your pmayer and ansu/er if you are
sincere and repentant.
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Er.rsu coNrrNuEs his informative speech by reminding Job of
the *ighty power of God as evidenced in the changes of the

weathei. fu weather changes are controlled by God, Elihu
would have us realize that every change in any of the circum-

stances of life atealso prompted by God's will and Pu{Pose.
Elihu begins by speaking of the thunder and lightnit g.

He says, "At this also my heart tremblefi, and is moved out of
his place." Doubtless the storms had already begun out of
which God was to speak to Job. Hearing the thunder and see'

irg the lightniog probably induced Elihu to speak as he did,

for th.y had exerted a profound influence on him.
Recognizing the thunder as the voice of C,od, Elihu's heart

trembled, so much so that it seemed that it would it *P out

of its place. Thus he pleads with Job to "Hear attentively the

noise of His voice, and the sound that goeth out of His mouth."

In Psalm 29:3 thunder is spoken of as "the voice o[ the Lord."
Indeed, we are reminded in the sound of thunder of the great-

ness and splendor of our omnipotent God.

322
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It should be understood that whatever course the Iightnirg
Try 1ake, 

or however great or small the sound of thurrde.-r, every
detail of thet p_h.nomena is directed and ordered by God. "H;
directeth it turder the whole heaven, and His lightnirg unto
the en& of the earth." The lightnirrg fashes, .rid ,,aftEr it a
voice roareth_," says Elihu. Because tigfrt Eavels faster than
sound, first the lightnirg is seen and ,ft"r a brief interval the
thunder is heard. The thunder is termed "the voice of His ex-
cellen cy" probably because it reminds us of Crod's greatness

3t d Power. Lightning-and thund.I always go togerher."W" may
be too distant to hear the thunder, but ro*"i"h.r! it is heard . '

Elihu sals further, "He will not stay them when His voice is
heard." God will not prevent the lightnirg nor the winds and
rain. Usually the thunder is an 

"rid"rr." 
that more of the

storm is to follow. In the storm which follows, God speaks to
the pgople of the world, remindirg them of His majesry.

Elihu makes an applicltion of what he has 
'aheady 

said,

{4.drg, "God thundereth marvellously with His voice; grear
things doeth H", which we cannot comprehend.,, As 

"Grd

speaks in the thunder, so He speaks in marry *rys. In fact, His
works are s9 SIeat that we could not begin to comprehend their
greatness. Some P"oPJ"l because they cannot comprehend
everything, refuse to believe that God exists. Becauie their
finite minds cannot fully Tdgrstand the infinite, th.y decline
to acknowledg. the fact of Crod.

I am reminded of the atheist who met a farmer friend on his
w?y to church. A friendly argument about God followed. The
atheist asked if God were a great C,od or a little God. The
farmer replied, "Both."

"How can He be both?"
The answer came, "He is so great that the heavens cannot

contain Him, and so little that He dwells in my poor h@rt.r,
Indeed, our God is a great God, and who by sear.fri"g can find
Him out?

The most remarkable thing of all is that this Eanscendenr,
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almighry God, who created the universe and all that is therein,
has condescended to reveal Himself to sinful man. Not only is
He a great God but He is a loving God. For this reason He
sent His beloved Son into the world to die for the sins of all
who believe on Him. As C,od created the universe and as daily
He directs every phase of narure, so He has provided an eternal
plan of salvation, that man may have more than mere animal
Iife. God provided man with a soul and, at the same time, He
offers eter-rral salvation to every human on the ground of faith
in Jesus Christ. The God who speaks in the souri& of the

thunder and the flashes of 'lightning also speaks in the person o[
His Son. We read in Hebrews l:2, "God . . . hath in these

last &yt qpoken unto us by His Son." The words He would
have everyone hear are found in Matthew I I :28, "Come
unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give

you rest."
It seems almost unreasonable that a God who is as great as

our God would have so much interest in sinful man. But as He
orders every particular of nature by His divine wisdom, He is
concerned about every aspect of our lives. He longs that all
men come to Him to receive eternal salvation by believing on

His Son. Jesus Christ is the only substitute for sin. In 2 Co-

rinthians 5:21 we read, "God . . hath made Him to be sin

for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in Him."

A rnan and his wife were visited by two missionaries and

were invited to their open-air meetings. The couple attended

and both trtrsted the Saviour. The man told one o[ the mission-

aries that, earlier that morning, as he had wandered around the

streets looking for a job, he had looked up into the sky and

said, "Oh, God, if You are there and can give me a siSF that

You are interested in me, please do."
"Seven hours later," said the missions{/, "I was leading him

to the Lord to whom he had PraYed."
Maybe you have wondered if there is a God. You have
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heard His voice in the thunder and seen His evidence in the
I]Shlaring,_ but you are not quite conyinced. Do you want to
find out? Let me tell you how. Believe in your heart that Christ
died for your sins and that He rose agairr. Ask Him to come
into your life. You may be sure that He will. At the same time,
He will make things plain to you. He can remove the doubts

3l_d give assured understanding. As you faithfully read His
Word day by day, /ou will be thoroughly convinced that there
is a C,od and that His Son, Jesus Christ, is the only Sayiour.

Elihu had declared, "C,od thundereth marvellously with His
ygice; grea! things doeth He, which we cannot comprehend."
He proceeds to tell us about some of these great things. "For
He saith to the snow, Be thou on the earth; likewise to the
small rain, and to the great rain of His strength." Accordi.g
to His will, God spealcs and the snow falls. fu to how *,.r.h
or how little, this again is under the conrrol of the lord of all.
There have been numerous times when C,od has revealed His
*ighry power through a snowfall. Is it not amazing that an
entire ciry or state can be completely incapacitated in just a
few hours by 

" 
severe snowstorm?

I recall one time, while I was living in New York Ciry, when
in just one short night everything in that gFeat city was com-
pletely curtailed by a h*r.y snowfall. Indeed, all theorists,
speculators, philosophers, dictators, armies, must bow to God's

Power.- For C,od's weakness is infinitely superior to man's puny
strength.

Before the mighty congueror Napoleon invaded Russia, he
informed the Russian ambassador that the empire would be
destroyed. The ambassador's reply was, "Man proposes, but
C,od disposes."

"Tell your master," thundered the arrogant Napoleon, "that
I am he that proposes and I am he that disposes."

This was a direct challenge to the living God to show who
was ruler of the world, and God accepted this challenge. He
moved not from His august throne, but He sent one of His
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most humble messengers, the crystal snowfake, to punish the

audacious boaster. In his retreat from Moscow, N"poleon left
on the hoznn plains the bulk of his vast anny, and the official

returns of the Russian authorities reported 213,516 dead

Frenchmen and 95,816 dead horses.

Would that the present-day mlers in Russia were Prepared
to reco gnire the sovereigpty and supremacy of God as did their
predecessors a century and a half ago. But whether or not men

bow to God Almighty, the fact remains 'that C,od is sovereiSlr,

and nations, like individuals, fout His authotity to their own

peril and ruin. Indeed, it is tme as Elihu says, "He sealeth uP

the hand of every man; that all men may know His work."
Foolish men resist the counsel of God. Th"y overlook His
providences in nature. But frequently He so confoun& them

ih.t th.y are hindered and hampered from doing their work.

By the inowfal, the h*oy rains, or the flood God stoP]s the

activities of men.

Oftentimes God seals up the hands of men so that their

hearts might be opened to Him. I am sure you will agree_ t"t
there havE been many times in your life when you were help
Iess, certain that there was absolutely nothing you could do

about your perplexities. You were driven to your knees to de-

pend upon tho Lord C,od Al*ighty. He did not fail. Even

though your hands were sealed, the hands of God continued to

work. Oh, that we might depend upon Him more and tmst

Him for all things. How we need to reaffirm with Jeremiah,

"Ah Lord Goo! Uihotd, Thou hast made the heaven and the

earth by Thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is

nothini ,* haid foi Thee" (Jeremiah 32217). What a foolish

lot we are to worry when we have such a God as ours.

Not only does God care for His people but He cares for all

of His creation. Elihu says, "Then the beasts go into dars,

and remain in their places." By God-given instinct the animals

know to search out a shelter. God provides for them and cares

for them. Animals seem to have more dependence on the Crea-
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tor than many humans. I am reminded of Matthew 6z26r "Be-
hold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they r€op,
nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedettr- them.
Are ye not much better than they?" The C,od who cares for the
birds in the air and the animals in the forest will care for you, if
you will let Him.

What is your particular need at this moment? Is C'od nor
sufficient? Have you gone to Him in prayer and told Him that
youlelieve He can do all things? Indeed, He can. What is your
need - physical, material, mental; or is it spiritual? Whaiever

it_may be, turn to the Lord God. Look to Christ! He wiU prove
Himself to be abundandy sufficienr.

In speaking further of the handiwork of God, Elihu
mentions the winds, the frost, and the clouds, which are all
under the Lord's constant control. "Out of the south cometh
the whirlwind: and cold out of the north. By the breath of God
frost is given: and the breadth of the waters is straitened. AIso
by watering He wearieth the thick cloud: He scattererh His
bright cloud." In verse 12 he tells us that the clouds, like the
Iightning, are guided by God's wisdom and power. "And it is
turned round about by His counsels: that th.y may do what-
soever He commandeth them upon the face o[ the world in
the earth." Never are the elements without purpose. "He
causeth it to come, whether for correction, or for His land, or
for mercy." God may use the elements to bring about jrdf
ment. On the other han4 He may use thern for productivity.
Whatever the case, all is according to His wise counsel.

We need to remind ourselves constandy of the grace of God
in the sending of the rain and the sunshirrl to prodice the crops
that sustain life. How freguently we talce things for granted.
Suddetly a drought comes and we b"Sn to complain of the
lack of supply. But how little praise is given to God for His
constant provision. In Philippians 4: 19 the Apostle Paul makes
a tremendous statement, "But my Crod shall supply all your
need accordit g to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus." Our great
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C,od supplies all the needs of the universe, but He also supplies

all the needs of His people.
There isone word in Philippians 4:19 that must not be over-

Iooked if one is to claim this promise. It is the personal pro'
noun "myr" "But ffiy God." Many believe in a God, or even in
the C,od; but that is not enough. It would be the same as say-

ir& 'There is a bank." There may be many banks, but you may
be miserably poor. If you can eI, "My banlc," it is obvious that
you have an investment in that bank. Indeed, there is a God,

but until you can claim Him as your own personal God, He will
be of no great comfort to you. How can you know Him Per-
sonally? Through His Son, Jesus Christ! Jesus declared in

John 14:6, "No man cometh unto the Father but by Me." Is
the eternal C,od your God? Oh, if not, Iet the l,ord Jesus come

into your heart. Then you will be able to so/, "But my God

shall supply all my need."
Elihu now urges Iob to give heed to what he has iust said.

"Hearken unto this, O Iob: stand still, and consider the won-

drous works of God." This is worth-while advice for all of us.

How needful that we stop occasionally to consider who God

is and how wonderful He is. As we pause to behold the mar-

velous works of nature all about us, we should fall before the

Majesty on High to give thanlcs for His provision and good'

ness. It is easy to overlook the source of the many ioyt and

blessings we receive. We need to remind ourselves frequendy

that a[ these wonderful things come from the hand of H.
David knew the source of his provision, for in Psalm 68: 19 he

declared, "Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with bene
fits, even the God of our salvation." How important that we

"stand still, and consider the wondrous works of God."

Next Elihu considers the gross inadequacy of finite knowl'

edge as contrasted to the infinite. Speaking of God's wondrous

works Elihu asks, 'Dost thou know when God disposed them,

and caused the light of His cloud to shine? Dost thou know the

balancirrs of thJclouds, the wondrous works of Him which is
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perfect in knowledge?" We c?n see the handiwork of God, but
who of us knows the counsels and purposes behind all this?
We know some things about the changing of the seasons, but
consider how much we do not know. For example, do you
know, as Elihu asks, "How thy gannents are wann, when He
quieteth the earth by the soutlr wind?" AII we know is that our
winter clothes sudderrly become too wann when the season
changes, and we must seek lighter garments. Man in his con-
quest of space has gained some knowledge of the skies, but how
inferior, compared to the knowledge possessed by Him who
created the skies. "Hast thou with Him spread out the sky,
which is strong and as a molten Iooking glass?" Indeed, the

lky is as a great mirror, refecting the glory of God. honically,
Elihu appeals to Job to explain these things regarding narure
if he can, for as yet rnan had not been able to give any adequate
explanation. "Teach us what we shall say unto Him; for we
cannot order our speech by reason of darkness." After thousands
of years we are still in the darlc as to the explanations. Even if
we were to offer explanations for much that is unknown in
nature, Iater discoveries would probably prove our ignorane.
"Shall it be told Him that I spealc? if a man speak, surely he
shall be swallowed up."

Who can b"gr 6 fathom the wonders of C,od's creation?
For example, swallows can fy 7,000 miles without chart, com-
pass, or radio beam, and Iand at the place th"y left six months
before. Spiders can make a silken rop€, creating the materials
in their own chemical laboratory, yerl fine but strong enough
for their own tran1)ort through the air. Beavers are engineers,
without aid of tools, ctment, or precision instnrments; they can
construct bridges, tunnels, roadways, canals, md dams that
last for years.

Bees, wasps, and ants solve their housing problems by build-
irrg well-ventilated, w@theqproofed, welldesigned, and prac-
tical apartrnent houses. A young uq.rid travels by jet propulsion;
he swims by punping water through a tube .l*g his thin,
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streamlined body. When pursued, he can gather great speed,

and he always jets backwards. When he gets going fast enough,

he can set his fins at an angle and take off into the air. He has

been seen to fly as far as sixty yards at one take off, leaving his

foes far behind.
A group of scientists in Chicago were experimgnting._A

female moth of a rate species was placed in a room. Four miles

away a male moth of the same species was released. In tPrP:t
the din and smoke of the city, in spite of the distane and the

fact that the female was in a closed room, in a few hours the

male moth was found beating his wings against the windows
of the room in which the female moth was confined.

Who could begin to explain these miracles of nature? The
only answer we can give is that God made it so.

Next Elihu says, "And now men see not the bright light

which is in the douds: but the wind passeth, and cleanseth

them." This, of course, refers to the sun shining above the

clouds. God sends the winds, the clouds are dispersed, and then

the light is seen.

Mi"y times believers become disturbed because t.y -feel
that Coa has forsaken drem. Covered over with the clouds of

sorrow and sadness, th.y cannot see the light. But soon the

clouds are dispersed and the glory o[ the lord is revealed

clearly. Thus the ,true believer need not despair, for God

promises, "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee"

(Hebrews 13:5).
Elihu assures Job that even though the storm clouds may be

over us, "Fair weather cometh out of the nofth: with God is

terrible majes ty." That is, God in His splendor always ov:r-

whelrr.s His advers ary, Even as He diqpels the storms by the

clearing winds from th. north, so He will produce-relief in the

midst oT o.r, trials. He promises in I Corinthians l0:13, "There

hath no temptation taken you but such as is cornmon to man:

but God is falithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above

that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way
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to escape, that ye may be able to bear it." God will never fail
if only we lean upon Him.

God's ways are unfathomable. 'Touching the Almighty, we
cannot find Him out: He is excellent in power, and in jrdf
ment, and in plenry1 of justice: He will not afiict." Man by
searchirg with his human ingenuity cannot find God out, nor
can he understand His ways. It would be ridiculous for man
to try, for he is but human. God is divine. "Men do therefore
fear Him," Elihu says. This is what we should do - respect

God, bow before Him, and acknowledge Him as lord of all.
Further Elihu says, "He reqpecteth not any that are wise of,

heart." God cannot help those who refuse to bow to His be-

loved Son, I*t Christ. ,The preachirg of the cross is to them
that perish foolishness; but unto us whic"h are saved it is the
power of God. For it is written, I will destroy the wisdom of
the wise, and will bri"g to nothing the understanding of the
prudent" (l C,orinthians l:18-19). Possibly you have been ffy-
irg to figure out all the knowledge you have received concern-
irrg God. Stop tryirrg! Maybe you have said you will not be
lieve until you can understand it all. If you really mean this,
then you will never believe. As you .rrrrrot undetttrttd the bil-
lions of intricacies of nature, so you cannot figure out salvation.

Thank C,od that we need not figure it out. The Bible simply
sIs, "\Mhosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be

saved" (Romans l0: l3). Have you called upon His Name?
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HevrNc LTsTENED to the theories of !ob's three friends and then

to the arguments of Elihr, the next voice we hear is that of the

Master. then the [,onp answered Job out of the whirlwind,
and said, Who is this that darkeneth counsel by words without
knowledge?" The L"ord Jehovah aPPears unexPectedly in a

whirlwind, and as His voice was heard by Moses on Mount

Sinai, so He is heard by Job, his three friends, and Elihu. God

speaks of Job as the one "that darkeneth counsel by 
ryo1ds

without knowledge." Job is about to discover how limited hu-

man wisdom is apart from divine revelation.

The Iord begins by saying to Job, "Gird uP now thy loins

like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou Me."
In facing the counsels and providences o[ God, one must be

brave and courageous as a soldier going to war. Paul writes in
I Corinthians 16:13,'lMatch ye, stand fast in the faith, quityou
like men, be srrorrg." Thus the Lord calls upon lob to be valiant

and bold as the truth of his case is revealed.

Job had expressed perylexiry and even doubt as he Pon-
332
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dered the 
Pu{Pose for his extreme sufferin& but C,od reminds

him that there are many things man .*rr-ot Icnow because of
his Iack of knowledge. Thus G.d begins a series of questions
to reveal man's natural ignorance of divine chasteninA on the
grounds of limited wisdom.

'nVl/here wast thou when I laid the foundarions of the earth?
declare, if thou hast understanding." Job, os well as his friends,
had argued with each other on thJ basis of mere human intelli-
99"... How limited fi"I ry"t"| Though they lcnew somethirg
of the effect, they knew little of the .r-.rr". Th.y were not witL
God at the creation of the world to know ,hi He did things
as He did. If man is fully to understand the *ryr of the ,rrr-i-
verse, he must know far more than he can see. Next, several
guestions are asked concernirrg the creation of the world. "Vl/llo
hath laid the measures thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath
stretched the Iine uPon it? Whereupon are the foundations
thereof fastened? or who laid the .o*er stone thereof?" Of
course, the answer to these questions is, "God.,' There czln be
no other answer. This being the case, what right do we have
to question di-vrne providence? He who created all things has
the perfect right to control all things.

I-n sPeaking of the establishment of daytime as oppoeed to
nighg God continues by askilg, '"\illhen thl morning srars sang

log:ther, and all the sons of God shouted for joyf, ,,Sons 
oT

God" refers to the angels who rejoice in the power and the
works of the Almighty. Further revelations of God's crearive
Power are revealed as He asks, "Or who shut up the sea with
doors, when it brake forth, os if it had issued ourtf th" womb?"
Not only did Jehovah create the waters; He controls tfiem. Even
the clouds of the sky are all of divine composition. '\Aften I
made the cloud the gut*"nt thereof, and thick darkness a swad-
dliiSb."i for it." The seas ane Iined by the shores conraining
cliffs and rocks, broken up according to the pulposes of God-.
"And brake up for it My deceed place, and r"i b.rs and doors."
The sea and all within are under the control of dre Almighty
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hand. "Hitherto shalt thou come, but no further: and here

shall thy proud waves be stayed?"

Turning from creation to the marvels of the present world,
God asks, "Hast thou comrnanded the morning since thy days;

and caused the dayqprirrg to know his place; That it might take

hold of the ends of the earth, that the wicked *ight be shaken
out of it?" The ansu/er is obvious: Job had not caused the days

to appear, nor had he been responsible for light covering the
universe at its appointed time. God says further, "It is turned
as clay to the seal; and th.y stand as a garment. And from the

wicked their light is withholden, and the high ann shall be

broken." As clay reqponds to an object rolled over it, leaving its
impression, so the earth which appeared to be without form
and void, responded to light, giving evidence of its hills, moun-
tains, and valleys. But as the light of the sun reveals the hid-
den things of the earth, so the eternal light of the knowledge

of God reveals sin. No man shall be able to escape the irdg-
ment of God. Hebre\Ms 9227 is dear, "It is appointed unto men

onc€ to die, but after this the judgment."

Job had complained of unjust treatrnent from the hand of the

Al*ighty, but he must be reminded afresh that God sees all
and knows all; not only is He the Creator, He is also the Pro'
vider. Job had not been forsaken as he thought-the Eternal

God was close at hand. It may be at this moment that you need

to realize this. You may feel forsaken and forlorn, but be of
good cheer: 'oThe eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath

are the everlasting arms" (Deuteronomy 33: 27),
A friend tells how his father taught him as a sevenTearold

to fish for bass in a beautiful lake in Maine. The father gave

the boy a hand line, and when the child hooked a fish, he got so

excited he tangled the line as he pulled it in. Finally he handed

it over to his father, and the wellexperienced father managed

as always to sfraighten out the line. Years have passed, and this

boy, now a man, says, "I have been reminded that, if I will only
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turn over my problems to my Hearrenly Father and ru$ Him
fully, He can undo the hngles.',

Yes, He can. As far as you are concerned, Iife may appear to
be a tangled mess. Turn everythirg over to the e6rna[ 

-Ct 
rirt;

He will not flil you: Cast ypon Him the weight of your care;
Hg yll provide comfort and help.

"Hast thou entered into the springs of the sea? or hast thou
walked in the search of the depth?" 

-Flere 
reference is made to

the knowledge that comes from a c?reful and detailed sttrdy of
the_ deepest recesses and caverns of the ocean. Man may *rt t
such a study, but- even then his knowledge is limited when
compared to that of the Creator.

The next two gyestions can have nothing but a 'ho" answer.
"Have the gates of death been opened unt6 thee? or hast thou
seen the doors of the shadow of death?" The living know very
Iittle about death. God, on the other hand, L"ois all about
death. In the same rnanner, man is extremely limited in his
knowle{Se of the earth. "Hast thou perceir"d the breadth of
the earth? declare if thou knowest it aU." Surely man has de-
termined much about the earth, but there are so many unan-
swerable questions. The Creator has all the answers.

From earth, our attention is now turned toward Heaven
as the Lord Jehovah reveals man's ignorance of the knowl.dg"
of Heaven. '"\A/here is the way where light dwelleth? arrd Zs
for darkness, where is the place thereof,-Th.t thou shouldest
talce it to the bound thereof, and that thou shouldest lcnow the
paths to the house thereof? Knowest thou it, because thou wast
then born? or because the number of thy days is great?" Cer-
tainly man cannot control the sun. Over the y".rc of*ti11re he has
been able to Peer into many of the mysteri.r of the sun, but
there are still many pvzting questions.

Consider the snow; how little we know about this amazing
ptenomenon that has confounded the greatest of minds. "Has*t
thou entered into the treasures of the inow? or hast thou seen
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the treasures of the hail, Which I reserved against the time of

troubl e, against the d"y of battle and war?" H has used snow

and hail most opportunely in defeating the enemies of the chil-

dren of God. A" entire nation may be brought to a standstill

when blanketed by a h*oy snowfall. How limited is the

strength of man.
Th; diffusion of light is another remarkable fact. "By what

way is the light parted, which scattereth the eastwind upor-r the

earth?" Though seeming to come from one point, light is
egually difiused when it appears on the earth.

-Further, 
we see the sovereignty of God evidenced in the

control of the rain, directing its course as well as controlling its

intensity. '"\[&o hath divided a watercourse for the overflow-

irrg of waters, or a way for the lightning of thunder; To cause

it to rain on the earth, where no rnan is; on the wilder-

ness, wherein there is no man; To satisfy the desolate and waste

ground; and to cause the bud of the tender herb to sprin_g forth?

Hath the rain a father? or who hath begotten the drops of

dew?" The lightnirrg and the thunder are controlled by the

providence of-God. No one should ever fear lighminS,- for- 
it

Io"r not pierce the skies as blind bullets. Every charge_ o{ light-
ning is perfectly controlled by divine provide_n_ce. Likewise,

Crod knows when to send rain and when to withhold the rain.

But someone asks, "Have there not been periods of drought?"

Yes, but oftentimes C,od qpeal$ through the withholding of

the elements, that we might be reminded of our dependence

upon Him. Indeed, God isthe "Father" of the rain. He sends it
according to His knowledge of the need.

C.onsid.r the ice and the frost. C,od asks, "Out of whose

womb came the ice? and the hoary frost of heaven, who hath

gendered it?" Furtherrnore He sls, 'The waters are hid as

*itl, a stone, and the face of the deep is frozen." Most o[ these

elements are so coulmon that we fail to recognize their great-

ness. Is it not wonderful to know the C,od who person"lly corl-

trols the earth, sun, waters, rain, frost, ice, and all the other
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elements? We worry and fret over the "little things" that, in
comparison to the "great things" of the universe, seem infinitely
small. And yet, the God who undertakes for all of the provi-
dences of the universe has promised to care for our every need.
How tragic it is that most of us are prone to acknowledge the
fact that God can control the universe, but we seem to doubt
that He can provide for our immediate needs. Is it not foolish
that we of such little faith fail to rely upon His grace and care?

In Psalm24: I we read, 'oThe earth is the I.ono's, and the fulness
thereof; the world, and th"y that dwell thereirr." Do not forget
it - not only is the earth the [,ord's, but they that dwell
therein. If you have received Jesus Christ into your heart, you
belong to God. You are His possession. Further we read in
Psalm 34:15, "The eyes of the Lono are upon the righteous,
and His ears are open unto their cryJ' God knows all about
your trials and heartaches. Cast the weight of your care upon
Him.

A Christian mother tells of a service she attended in a

home in which several young mothers were present with their
childrelr. The children were put to sleep in a remote room in
the house. As the service proceeded, the sudden ffy of a baby
was heard. Do you think all the mothers hastened to respond
to the baby's cry? No, only one mother rose and left the room
to quiet the child. She knew the voice of her baby. The Lord,
who distinguishes perfectly, knows the voice of each of His
children. He delights to respond to their cries. Call on Him; He
will hear your voice. He will provide for your present necessity.

Our God is the unfailitg God. Do not worry, but trtrst. Rest
in the everlastirg promises of the Word of God.

The lord reminds His servant next of the inability of man
to control the stars. "Canst thou bind the sweet infuences of
Pleiades, or loose the bands of Orion? Canst thou bring forth
Mazzaroth in his season? or canst thou guide Arcturus with
his sons?" As humans are powerless in controlling the course

of the stars, likewise th.y are in ignorance concernirg the or-
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dinances of Heaven. "Knowest thou the ordinances of heaven?
canst thou set the dominion thereof in the earth?" If rnan is
so limited in his intelligence regardirg the ordinances of
Heaven, how can he expect to understand fully the providences
of God? For this reason we must trust the [ord for all things.
He who controls the stars and the heavens above can certainly
undertake for every care and need in the life of the believer.
My, how this chapter evidences the utter weakness of rnan in
comparison with the unlimited and almighry power of our
great God!

Can man lift up his voice and command rain, or can he by a
word control the lightning? Of course he cannot. "Canst thou
Iift up thy voice to the clouds, that abundance of waters may
cover thee? Canst thou send lightnings, that they may go, and
say unto thee, Here we are?" Humans may pray for rain but
they cannot demand it. The rain and the lightnirrg are con-
trolled by the divine wisdom and counsel of God.

The lnrd asks further, 'oVllho hath put wisdom in the in-
ward parts? or who hath given understanding to the heart?"
How needful that we recognize that all knowledge comes from
Him who is omniscient. Man boasts of his learning, but were it
not for the grace of God in revealing wisdom, we should know
nothing. It is wonderful to realize also that God never learns
of our cares and needs; He knows all about them. For this rea-
son we need not fear, but simply rest in His unchangeable
promises. How wonderful that whatever our needs, God
promises to supply. Are you perylexed, in utter despair? Do you
need wisdom at this moment? How do you get it? Listen to

James I :5: "If any of you Iack wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all merr liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be

given him." Claim your possessions in Christ! Ask great things
of C,od; expect great things from God!

Consider man's inability to control the rains that provide the
needed moisture for the earth. 'lMho can number the clouds in
wisdom? or who can stay the bottles of heaven, When the dust
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groweth into hardnss, and the clods cleave fast together?"
It is God who has the clouds and the vapor in His .o$rirrnce
and control. Many have been the times -h.r, man dlired to
draw rain to the earth, but he was helpless. This, of course, is
just another proof of man's dependence upon the God of Glory.

--B"g"lning with verse 39 of this chapteiand running through
all of the next chapter, the Lord Jehovah reminds His ,.*rlrrt
of the divine care and providence for the animal kingdom.
Though we may be certain that the clouds above have 

"o de-
pendence uPon uS, Crod assures us that even the inferior crea-
tures on the earth need not loolc to humans for their supply.
'Wilt thou hunt the prey for the lion? or fill the apperit ofi[.
young lions, When they couch in their dens, anilrbid" i1 the
covert to lie in wait? Who provideth for the raven his food?
when his young ones q unto God, they wander for lack of
meat." These closing words in this chapter remind me of what
our Lord said in Matthelu 6:2G29: "Behold the fowls of the
air: for th.y sow not, neither do th.y r€apr nor gather into
barns; y_et yo_ur heave.ly Father feedetlr them. Are yI rrot much
better than 

-fi.y? Which of you by takirg thought can add one
cubit unto his stature? And why take yJ thorght for raiment?
Consider the Iilies of the field, how th.y gro*; th"y toil nor,
neither do 9.y spin: And yet I say unto yor, That lr.r, Solo
mon in all his glory was not ar-rayed like one of these." What is
the lesson C,od is conveying to Job? The same lesson you and I
need to learn, not once, but many times: that it is God who
provides and cares for every phase of the universe, even to the
feeding of the birds and the animals. In a similar manner He
will care for you and for D€, if we will rrust Him to do it. But
so often we neglect to walk by faith! Reachirg our and rush-
itg off in every direction, we overlook the path of f.irh. Where
might we be today}ad we tmsted C,od implicitly for all things,
rather than fret and worry so?

Following His remarks about His unerring provision for the
fowls of the air and the lilies of the field, our Lord says, "Where-
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fore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is, and
to morrow is cast into the oven, shall He not much more clothe

Iou, O ye of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying,

What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal
shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles
seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of
all these things" (Matthew 6:3G32). Let those words penerrate
deeply into your heart: 'Your heaverrly Father knoweth." Is
anything else necessary? If your Heavenly Father knows about

yoru need, what have you to fear? If for some reason He were
uninformed or Iimited in understanding, we might fear. But,
child of God, never forget it: "He knoweth." Because "He
knoweth," He will provide for you.

Daddy Hall, known to many in bygone years as a man of
reliant faith in the [,ord, used to tell the story about 'Try -
T-R-Y." He used to say that the trouble was that it used up
only three fingers and left two for the devil to use. In his charac-
teristic way he gave illustrations of how the thumb and first
finger should be used also. He would tell his listeners to use

th; word 'Trust T-R-U-S-T" and use up all five frngers. '

A man told Daddy Hall that, alter hearing his message, he

went out and tried to trust; however, it did not work with him.
He said, "I found that the devil gets hold of the fingers of my
other hand. What am I to do with them?" Daddy Hall had an

immediate reply.
"Do this," he said. 'Yield - Y-I-E-L-D." The Christian

brother did that very thing. He yielded and began tmsting,
and all of life was different. Why not try the same for your life?
Have you been disturbed by needless care? Yield to Christ's

control; then fully tmst Him.



JOB 39:l-30

Goo coNTrNuEs ro spEAr to His servant relative to the myster-
ies of nature unsolved by human minds. Notice how wonder-
fully Cild provides for the wild animals. "Knowest thou the
time when the wild goats of the rock bring forth? or canst
thou mark when the hinds do calve? Canst thou number the
months that th"y fulfill? or knowest thou the rime when thry
bring forth?" The undomesticated are not dependent upon
man for help even in childbearing. Crod undertakes for them.

But will not the God who cares for the most insignificant
beast care for your problems? fue you not the porr"sror of an
eternal soul, which is of far greater worth than an animal
that will soon die and go back to dust? Most certainlyl Oh, that
we might learn the sectet of taking all our cares to Him who is
in a position to help. For this reason we can say with con-
fidence, "I-et us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need" (Hebrews 4:16). Lift your troubled heart to the Lord
in prayer. l-ay your requests at Jesus' feet. He will not fail.

34r
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Think about God's providence for the animals in childbear-
irrg.'They bow themselves, they bring forth their young ones,

th.y cast out their sorrows. Their young ones are in good liking,
th.y grow up with corn; th.y go forth, and return not unto
them." How astoundit g is God's provision! Though animals

may bring forth their young with difficulty and sorrow t let thty
are not alone. The hand of providence brings their young into
the world. In addition to this, the God of all grace nurtures

these little ones, feeds them, and enables them to gFow. Later
He helps them break away from motherly care. Who crtn €x-

plain all this? There is only one orplanation - fis soverelgnty

of God. He who created animal life provides for His creation.

Job had complained because of his sad lot. The burdens and

cares of his affiiction weighed heavily upon him. But God ex-

plained to Job that man is not promised an easy way in this

life. Animals may have an easy wa,f tbut not man.

Next our lord speaks of the freedom He has grven to the

wild ass. '"\Mho hath sent out the wild ass free? or who hath
loosed the bands of the wild ass? Whose house I have made the

wilderness, and the barren land his dwellings. He scorneth

the multitude of the city, neither regardeth he the crlnng of the

driver. The range of the mountains is his pasture, and he search-

eth after every green thing." So often the donkey is picnrred

in the Scriptures as untamable. Well, be sure God made him
that way. His C-d-given instincts motivate him to seek a life
of ease rather than labor.

Man, on the other hand, was created differently. God made

him ro work and produce. After the Fall, his responsibility be-

came even greater. God declared in Genesis 3: 19, "In the

swear of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the

ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou ?fi, and

Lnto dust shalt thou retunr." We must not look for an easy

path. Hard work, sorrow, and suffering wil be our lot. But if
*. know the Lord Jesus Christ in our heart, C,od will make the

hard way easy and the burden light. As He has revealed His
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care rePeatedly throughout Job 38-39 for all of His worlcs of
creation, we may be absolutely certain that He will undertake
for us.

Crod continues by rp"aking of the unicorn. Some think this
to be the buffalo with his *ighty strength in his head and
shoulders. '.\Mill the turicorn Ue *illing to serre thee, or abide
by thy crib? Canst thou bind the unicorn with his band in the
furrow? or will he harrow the valleys after thee? Wilt thou
trust him, because his strength is great? or wilt thou Ieave thy
Iabour to him? Wilt thou believe him, that he will bring

Igrr"_ thy seed, and gather it into thy barn?" Job thought his
life should be ordered as he wanted ir. But God *"to it
clear that we cannot expect things to fall in line as we desire
them. Thus He illustrates from the unicorn, which was not
created to be harnessed to a plow. God made some animals for
this Purpose but not the unicorn. Though he possesses great
strength, this strength cannot be utilized as man thin[s it
should.

Life is somewhat the same. All of us lcnow how we would
Iike to see things work out. Yet God declares in Isaiah 55:8-9:
"For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your

Yays My ways, saith the Lono. For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My
thoughts than your thoughts." C,od's plan is the better one. It
is far more worth while for us to trust in the providences of
God for all things than to seek to order our lives according to
our own desires and concerns. How much better to submit to
the conrrol of the Iord and receive whatever comes as the gift
of His grace. How important that we surrender completely to
the lord's perfect control.

There are times when ourwardly we appear to be nonchalant
in the face of adversity and trials, but inwardly we are chafing
against the perfect providences o[ God. These so-called disap
poinunents are not accidents; th.y are incidents in God's in-
defectible plan for our lives. The road may get difficult at rimes;
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but this has been promised. God declares in 2 Timothy 3:12,
"Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer

persecution." There are no exceptions to this mle. Whatever
comes , realize the truth of 2 Corinthians 3:5, "Our sufficiency
is of God." Keep in mind that every individual believer is pre-

cious in the sight of the Lord. A shepherd would not lose one

sheep, nor a jeweler one diamond, nor a mother one child, nor
a man one limb of his body. The Lord would not lose one of
His redeemed people. However insignificant or unimportant
you may seem to be, never forget that if you are in Christ, /ou
are the Lord's. You are k.pt and preserved by Christ ]esus, our
wonderful Saviour. Rest in Him, child of God! Believe Him! He
who cares for every animal of the forest and field will most cer-

tainly care for you.
"Gavest thou the goodly wings unto the peacoclcs? or wings

and feathers unto the ostricJr?" Both the peacock and the os-

trich possess beautiful feathers. Could anyone by human skill
produce such a work of art? Of course not! Such beauty de-

mands the buch of the divine hand. But though one may mar-

vel at the beauties of the feathers, yet the ostrich has certain

deficiencies unexplainable by human minds. One of the de
ficiencies, we are told, is that she "leaveth her eggs in the earth,

and wanneth them in dust." Unlike many birds, the ostricJr

fails to provide constant care for her eggs. Normally she buries

them about a foot below the ground and hatches them as other

bir& do. But in hot countries, where the eggp do not need the

constant incubation, she simply lays them on the surface and

very often she leaves them throughout the d"y. God says 
-to

I"b, she "forgetteth that the foot may cnrsh them, or that the

wild beast may break them." Thus the ostrich has been known

as the foolish bird, devoid of wisdom in caring for her young.

Further it is stated of the ostrich, "She is hardened against her

young ones, as though they were not hers: her labour is in vain

without fear." Yet in spite of her carelessness, God provides

the heat of the sun and soon the young break forth frorn the
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€ggs. Thus we are to understand that the failures of the ostrich
do not frustrate the plans of providence.

Oftentimes we humans become extremely disturbed because
of the perple*ing events that surround us. But as God provides
for the eggs of the careless ostrich, He will undertake for the
trials of His beloved childr€D, if we rmst and obey Him.

Notice how detailed God is in the care of His creatures as

He speaks further regarding the ostric-h. "Because C,od hath
deprived her of wisdom, neither hath He imparted to her
understandirrg." How revealing! Even the want of wisdom in
the ostrich is not without divine providence. "Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the
Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow
of turning," the Apostle James tells us (]ames I : l7). Some-
times we look at others and regret that we cannot duplicate
their abilities. God made us as we are. We should be content
with such gifts as we possess.

But though the ostrich is lacking in some gifts, she excels in
others. 'nVllhat time she lifteth up herself on high, she sconr-
eth the horse and his rider." She cannot mount up into the air
and fly, but her strong wings enable her to excel in her running
speed. She mns so fast that even a horse and its rider cannot
overtake her. Thus what appears to be bad is not entirely
bad. There is always somethi;i for which to give thanks. '

Before leaving the ostrich, w€ might proffer this word o[
warning: as the ostrich is careless in the care of its young, many
humans are careless in the care of their souls. The Lord Jesus
said in Matthe\il 4:4, "Man shall not Iive by bread alone, but
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of C,od." It is
important that each one think about the welfare of his soul.
Have you setded the most important matter of life? Are you
certain that you will spend eterniry with God? There ,r".d b"
no doubt about this, for the Bible is unquestionably clear. In
t John 5:12 God declares, "He that hath the Son hath life; and
he that hath not the Son of C,od hath not life." Have you re-
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ceived Jesus Christ into your heart? If you have, then you are

the possessor of eternal life. But if you have not received Christ,
you are still a stranger to C,od. How i*pottant that you do not
delay in receiving Christ. Many there are who have god in-
tentions. Th ey arc not opposed to God or the church, but th.y
are too busy. C,onstartly putting God off, they are waiting for a

more convenient d"y. What a tragic mistake it is to postpone
one's soul salvatiorl.

One duy an earnest Christian doctor called to see an elderly
man, whom he had visited before on rnany occasions. Fre-

quently the doctor had spoken faithfully to old John and

his wife about their soul's salvatioD, but apparendy without any
result. The aged man listened attentively and practically agreed

to the truths set before him, but seemed always to avoid coming
to the point. John was sufferirrg from an attack of bronchitis.

His life was not in danger but he felt painfully weak and ill.
The doctor made the necessary inguiries, and after promising
to get some medicine ready, was about to say good-by when the
wife of the sick man inquired, '\Vhen must ]ohn take the medi-

cine?"
"I will put the directions on the label," replied the doctor.

Then with a smile he turned to his patient and said, "Let me

see. You are not very ill. Suppose you begin taking the medi-
cine in a month."

"In a month?" cried both at once in astonishment.

'Yes, why not? Is that too soon?"

'Too soon? Why, I may be dead by then," said ]ohn.
'That is true. But you must remember, you redly are not very

bad yet. Still, perhaps you had better begin to take it in a

week."
"But I beg your pardon, Sir. I may not live a week," cried

John in great perplexity.
"Of course you may not, John, but very likely you will. And

the medicine will be in the house. It will keep, and if you find
yourself getting worse you can take some. I shall not charge
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anything for it. If you should feel worse tomorrow, you
might even begin then."

"Sir, I may be dead tomorTour."
'nVlZhen would you propose to hgr, John?"
'Well, Sir, I thought you would tell me to begin today."
'Begin today, by all means," said the doctor kindly. "I only

wanted to show you how false your reasonir,g is when you put
off taking the medicine which the Great Physician has provided
for your sin-sick soul. Just think how long you have negleaed
the remedy He has provided. For years you have turned away
from the lord Jesus.;' 

'

What was tme of John may be true of you. Carelessly you
may have neglected to receive the Son of C,od into your life.
He wants to become your Saviour at this moment. You need
Him, for without Him you atelost forever.

Crod speaks next of the horse as He asks Iob, "Hast thou
grven the horse strength? hast thou clothed his neck with thun-
der? Canst thou make him afraid as a grasshopper? the glory of
his nostrils is terrible." In Job's d"y the horse was used primarily
for warfare, beirg quite adaptable to the demands of the batde-
field. Though possessing great strength, the horse was tarnable
by man. Thus in this sense he is "afraid as a grasshopper."
Though *ighty in strength, he is made willing to obey his
rider.

Notice the description God gives of the fearlessness of the
horse as he carries his rider into the heat of the batde. "He
paweth in the valley, md rejoiceth in his strength: he goeth on
to meet the armed men. He mocketh at fear, and is not af-
frighted; neither turneth he back from the sword. The quiver
rattleth against him, the glittering spear and the shield. He
swalloweth the ground with fierceness and rage: neither be-

lieveth he that it is the sound of the trumpet. He saith among
the trumpets, Ha, ha; and he smelleth the battle afar off, the
thunder of the captains, and the shouting." Consider the ques-
tion again, as we have of the other creatures described in these
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chapters: who made the horse this way? Of course, the answer
is clear: C,od did. How different the horse is from the ostrich,
described in the earlier part of this chapter.

What C,od does for animal life, He dres also for humans. He
has not made us alike. Sometimes we look at others and wish we

were like them. A Sunday school teacher longs to teach like
another. A preacher desires to preach and teach lilce a gifted
Bible teacher he has heard. Never forget it, C,od has endomred

us with specific Sfts. Some have more than others. Theirs is

the greater responsibility to God; for the greater the gift, the
greater the responsibility.

The important thing is to be yourself. Live daily in harmoni-
ous fellowship with C-d your Saviour. Seek to discover what
your grftt are, then dwelop them through the Holy Spirit's
guidance and leading. Remember, God made you as you are. In
the parable of the talents recorded in Matthew 25, each servant

was grven a differerrt amount "actordirg to his several ability."
I have known students in school to become greatly disnrrbed

because they could not make all "A's." Not every young Person
is an '3A" student. Thus I sslr discover what gifts God has be-

stowed upon Iou, then use every possible means to develop

those grfts for the glory of your Saviour, to whom you belong.

When we stand before our Lord at the Judgment Seat of Christ,

we shall not be judged on the basis of the nurnber of our gifts,

but how we used them. Many who call themselves Christians

ate wasting their Godgiven talents. They are failing to use

them for the glory of the Lord. This is a tragedy which can

produce not only *i*ry in one's Iife in the present, but greater

sorrow in the days to come.

In further illusnating His providence and care over all of
creation, God reminds Job of the hawk and the eagle. The
fowl of the air,like the creatures on earth, are likewise kept and

controlled by the power and wisdom of God. "Doth the hawk
fly by thy wisdom, and stretch her wings toward the south?"

How does the hawk know to Ieave the cold country in the win-



Iob 39:1-30 349

ter to follow the sun to the wanner climate? Again, there is
only one anspver. C,od gave the hawk this wisdom; this is in-
srinctive. H reminds Job that it is not man that trains the
birds to do this; rather, it is a C,od-given instinc.

Ukewise the [-ord asks, "Doth the eagle mount up at thy
command, and make her nest on high?" Is the eagle d.p.rrdent
uPon training to be received from man? O[ course not. It is the
natural Power and instinct God has Sr*. Notice how she
builds her nest: "She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon
the crag of the rock, and the strong place. From thence tt 

"seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off." With her all-
seeing eles she watches for her prey from her lofty observatory.
She Ieads her young to the prey also, that they, too, might feed
on the dead. "Her young ones also suck up bloodr 

"rrd 
where

the slain are, there is she." Here again we see God creating the
eagle in a manner peorliar only to itself, different from irery
other form o[ fowl il is habits and trairs. '

Surely Job had no answer for his complaining. Indeed, he
had to real ize that his circumstances were ordered of the lord.
It is tme that when one knows the Lord and follows the Lord,
whatever befalls him may be received and reryected as God's
will. C,od makes no mistakes; man does, but God never does. He
is almighty, He is sovereign. Six times in the srirring forty-frfth
chapter of Isaiah Cild declares, "l am the l-ono, and there is
none else." Oh, that you and I might fully realiza, this. Were we
to do so, we should worry no more. How ridiculous that be-
lievers fret and worry. Our God created the heavens and the
earth and all that is within the scope of the universe. fn addi-
tion, He offers to provide every one of our needs. How foolish
that we fail to frust in His grace and providence.

Repeatedly in these various illustrations from creation, God
has declared the tmth of His *ighry power and all*ufficient
providence, that not only Job but also you and I might rer.lizn
the privilege that is ours to lean on the everlasting arms of God.

It may be at this moment that you are going through a season
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of disturbirg trial. Perhaps this is the most sorrowful evgn! Io,
have ever .*p.rienced in-life. Do not forget the lesson Crod has

given in telling of the eagle, the hawk, and the horse. As our
-Father in Heaven cares foi the beasts and the fowl, you may be

sure He will care for you. I.ook upt Look into the face of the

Iord ]esus and see Him as the One who will direct you through

your perid of adversity!
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Ir wouLD sEEM that God concluded His instmctive message
to Job after chapter 39 and waited for a reply. But since l;b
remained silent, God spolce again. "Mor@ver the Lono an-
swered Job, and said, Shall he that contendeth with the Al-
mighty instruct Him? he that reproveth God, let him answer
it." Actually, by his many complaints, Job had been conrendirg
against God. As far as the believer is concerned, every com-

Plaint is contention against the Lord. If we really believe ihat all
things are ordained of God and that we are His people, rhen
whatever comes our way is of divine appoint*errt. To rebel
against circumstances is to strive against divine providence.

Someone might raise the guestion as to how C,od could an-
swer lob if Job did not say anythitg. Remember that we are
dealing with Deity here. C,od knew Job's thoughts, and the Lord
answered not only what l"b had said, but what he was thinking.
H9w important it is that believers permit the Holy Spirit to .orr-
trol their thoughts. We read of our Lord Jesus Christ, in John
2:25, that He "needed not that any should testify of man; for

35t
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He knew what was in r"ren." Christ knows every thought that
enters the mind. It is for this reason that we should do as the
Ap*tle Paul said in 2 C,ofuthians l0:5: bring "into captiviry
every thought to the obedienc€ of Christ." Even more important
than wor& and actions is the control of our thoughts, for what
we think precedes what we say and do.

The question C,od put before Job was heart*earching in-
deed. "Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty instnrct
HimT' In other words, will the complainer be so presumptuous
as to thinlc that he could improve upon the wisdom and coun-
sel of God? Sometimes we become very critical of the circtrm-
stances in which we find ourselves. Never forget that all things
are pu{poseful. C,ould you and I do a better iob in caring for
our needs than God does? How ridiculous that we do not rest

in the marvelous providences of our all-sufficient Lord. We
need to obey the truth o[ Hebrews 13:5: "Be content with such

things as ye have: for He hath said, I will never Ieave thee, nor
forsake thee."

After this humiliating and heart-searchit g questioD, C,od

demanded an answer from lob. What w,ls his reply? "fhen Iob
answered the Lonn, and said, Behold, I am vile; what shall I
answer Thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once have

I qpoken; but I will not answe\ yea, twice; but I will proceed no

further." It is obvious from these words that Iob fell before the

Lord in humble repentance. When his friends spoke to him
and sought to reprove hi*, he became incensed with their arglu-

ments. But Job, realizing the truth of all that God had said,

was brought face to face with himself before his Lord. Most
of us have a pretty gd estimation of ourselves; but when face

to face with the Lord and His Word, our attitude changes.

Like Job, we confess, "I am vile; what shall I answer Thee?"

This was the case o[ Simon Peter, you will recall, when he fell
down at the feet o[ the living Christ and cried out, "Depart

from me; for I am a sinfiul man, O Lord" (Luke 5:8). When-
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ever we see Christ as He is, we see ourselves as we really are.
Sometimes we are proud and egotistical, but gettin g a glimpse
of Christ in His perfuction and holiness, we recognize our .rttet
worthlessness. How important that we take time daily to go
before the lord and permit Him to oramine our hearts, ih.t we
may be purged from unknown as well as known sin.

Job was silenced as he realized his own sinfulness. He was
brought in humble contrition to the feet of God. Formerly he
was quick to retaliate in self-iustification, but he had nothing
more to say. '"\Mhat shall I arrswer Thee? I will l^y mine harrl
uPon my mouth." He was speechless now before the lord, al-
though he did confess that he had spoken out of turn, not only
once, but many times. The word "huice" as used in verse j
means "many more times than one."

It would seem that ]oHs great problem was the one corrmon
to many of us,-uncontrolled speech. How much sorrow and
misery we have brought into our lives because of words we
have spoken. Ponder I Peter 2:23, where we read of Christ,
'"\Mho, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suf-
fered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that
judgeth righteously." Oh, how necess ary that we take these
words to heart.

Never permit yourself to answer back when you are blamed
for anythit g. Do not try to defend yourself. Be willing to accept
the abuse or rebuke others might give in private or ln public.
Let them revile Iou; it shall be a great victory for you. I-ei them
say the unkind things about you. If you remain silent, it can be
an excellent oil which shall anoint your head.

A gfot saint of God has said, "It is the mark of deepest and
truest humility to see ourselves conderrured without cause and
to be silent under it. To be silent under insult and wrong is a
very noble imitation of our Lord. 'Oh, my [ord, when I remem-
ber in how:nany ways Thou didst suffer, who in no way de
served it, I know not where my senses are when I am in such
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haste to defend and excuse myself. Is it possible I should desire

anyone to speak any good of me or to think it, when so many ill
things were thought and spoken of Thee?'"

Are you a child of C,od? Have you received Jesus Christ into
your life? If you have, do you permit Him to conrrol your
tongue atall times? In C,olosians 4:6 we read, "I*tyour speech

be alway with grace, seasoned with salt." Does your speech

manifest the grace of C'od, or is it a reproach to Him whose

name you bear? Maybe some of us ought to get on our knees

and tell God as Job did, "I will l^y my hand upon my mouth."
The lbrd can control your tongue. Ask Him to do it.

Job was brought low, but evidently not low enough. For God
continues to deal with him on the ground of his proud claim
of righteousness. It is not enough for one to get rid of some o[
his pride or some of his self-righteousness; to be trsable he must
claim a complete victory. God refuses to stop at anything less

than full submission. Thus the Iord continues to set before

Job certain important facts, with a design to provoke repent-
ance from His erring servant.

Iob had accused God of overlookirg his pathetic calamity.

The Lord proceeds to inform Job that divine providence must
never be questioned. "Then answered the lonp unto Job out of
the whirlwind, and said, Gird up thy loins now like a man: I
will demand of thee, and declare thou unto Me. Wilt thou also

disannul My irdgpent? wilt thou condemn Me, that thou
mayest be righteous?" Because one cannot understand the acts

of providence is no reason to accuse Crod of neglect. Such

faulty reasonirrg only makes matters worse.

Actually, when we guestion the providence of God, we place

ourselves in a position of tryirg to become greater than Cild.
Those who claim to be God's people should never in
any measure complain about His actions. Thus, because Job
was assumirrg the position o[ God's judge, Jehovah asked, "Hast

thou an ann like C,od? or canst thou thunder with a voice like
Him?" Those who would criticize Crod must prove their right
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to such action by produ"irg_the mighry works of Deiry. The
Iprd Jehovah is ornnipotent. His "haid is not shorrened, that it
cannot save" (Isaiah 59:l). If one is to be critical of God, he
must diqpl"y this same degree of omniporence.

The eternal God_ upholds all things by the word of His
Power. C,ould such be said of any humarri Are nor all of us
feeble and tottering? No man is sufficienr in himself. We were
created to be dependent upon the Iord Jehovah. We can do
nothing without Him, 

"t 
d at the same time, He can do all

things without us. God is not in the slightest meazure depend-

:lt uPon any_ of us, but we are wholly-dependent upon ilirn.
Have you realiz,ed this? Have you zubmitt i to the lord's ruler-
ship? Is your life being lived to the glory of God? In I Co-
rinthians 10:31 we read, '"\Mhether thelefore ye eat,or drink, or
whatsoever ye io, do all to the glory of C,o d,.i' Have you recof
nized the need o[ moment-by-moment dependence'.r1o1 th".
Lord?

It may be that you have never come to Christ for salvation.
You ma)' 

1""1 that you are sufficient within yourself. But no
man is sufficient within himself. He needs the constant guid-
ance and trel_f of C,od in his life. It is only possible to fro,
God as y-o, know His beloved Son, who ii6a for your sins.
Jesus declared in John 14:6, "No man cometh ,rrio the Fa-
ther, but by Me." C,ommit your life to the Iord Jesus Christ and
let Him direct your steps. He can do a far better job of running
your life than you can.

The Lord continues to humiliate Job by challenging him to
pr$.ce divine gl9ry and beaury if he .,.;. 'Deck it ylu now
with- majesly_ and excellency; 

-and 
ar-ray thyself with glory

"ld beauty." ft is true that *an has produced **" Seat #orLt
of art, but have not all these been mere copres of Io*" phase
of Crod's creation? In His maiesry and sriellenc/, G"d prg,
vides the origrnals, but rnan with lit fr.il limiatio"r prodrces
only copies.

Next God guestions Job's ability to put down the proud. C,od
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suggests that if it were in the power of Job to abase defiant

humans for their sins, then Job would be a rightful competitor

for God's authority. "Cast abroad the rage of thy wrath: and

behold every one that is proud, and abase him. Look on every

one that is proud, md bring him low; and tread down the

wicked in their place. Hide them in the dust together; and bind
their faces in sec:ret. Then will I also confess unto thee that
thine own right hand can save thee." We read in James 4:6,
"God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble";

and in Daniel 4:37, 'Those that walk in pride He is able to

abase."
Have you ever wondered why God chme the partictrlar sin

of pride in testing Job's right to criticize God? It seems very

reasonable, for can it not be said that pride was Job's chief sin?

It was something he had been battling for years. Thus God

reminds His servant how weak his attempts have been in com-

bating this evil.
Witt you nor agree that not only was pride Job's chief sin,

but it is one of the common evils of all mankind? Think of the

damage done in our lives by the sin of pride. God _ltyt
in Proverbs2g:23, "A man's pride shall bring him low." How
many times we have been brought low because of this sorrow-

ful eyil. But is there no hope? Not in us as humans; but there

is in God our Sayiour. We read in I Corinthians 15: 57,

"Thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our

Lord ]esus Christ." There is a way of escaPe through Him. If
you have been plagued by this destructive sin, go_ to your

Lrr."t immediately. Claim God's forgiveness and Power
through ]esus Christ and find deliverance which only He can

give.v 
In further remindirrg ]ob of the power of God as revealed in

crearion, rhe Almighry d"tcribes another of His mighry worfrs:

"Behold now behemoth, which I made with thee." Several ideas

are offered by various commentators as to the meaning- of

"behemoth." In general, the word means "beast." In partiorlar,
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it is thought by some to be a bull; others associare it wirh the
river horse, or the hippopotamus; still others believe it to be the
elephant. The description God gives fits any of these in parr
but none in its entirety.

C,onsider the description. First we are told that 'he eateth
SFass as an ox." That is, he dwells on the land as well as in the
water. Next God says, "I-a now, his strength is in his loins, and
his force is in the navel of his belly." M; Iiterally, "navel,, as
used here means the muscles of his belly. This i.rgg.rt the
hjfnoPotamus, whose stomach is covered wirh extrerilfy thick
skin as opposed to the elephant's thin skin. Further, "He
moveth his tail like a cedar." fn straightness, the hippopotamus's
tail would resemble "a cedar," but certairly nor i; iis length.
Also, we are told, 'The sinews of his stones are wrapp"dt*
gether"; literally, "his thighs are vltrapped togerher,', ,"ilrrdirg
us of the Herculean strength in the l"gr of Ihe hippolrcramus.
'"\MrapPed 

!!_Sgther" implies a rope that is twisted for ltrerrgth.
And then, "His bones are as strorrg pieces of brass; his bo.-rres
are like bars of iron." This suggertr tle unexcelled strength of
this powerful beast. Notice,-i*, that "he is the chlef of
the ry.yt of God: He that made him can make his sword ro ap
proach unto him." God has provided this animal with its o*11
cutting instrument, its sickle-like teeth which are used pri-
marily to cut down the grain.

How interesring that 'behemoth" is termed by God as ,,the

chief of the ways of C,od." Doubtless this means tir.t there is no
cleature in all of creation, with the exception of man, that
would excel this beast in its uniqueness of creation.

^ q"d 
_says 

further, "surely the mountains bring him forth
food, where all the beasts of the field play J'This *JUa strongly
indicate that the animal being described is the hippoporamus,
because he is very often found in the mountainJ. hlro, he
does not attack the other animals but rather feeds on grarr. l'H"
Iieth under the shady trees, in the covert of the ieed, and
fens. The shady trees cover him with their shadow; the wil-
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Iows of the brook compass him about." We gather from this
that the beast lives an inactive life, spending much of,his time
in relaxation, but choosing to rela:< in protected areas where he
might guard against the attacks of other wild animals. "Behold,
he drinketh up a river, and hasteth not: he trusteth that he

can draw up Jordan into his mouth." We understand from this
that he can live in water as well as on land. Though the Jordan
rises up to his mouth, he has no fear of the overflowing river.
"He taketh it with his eyes: his nose pierceth through snares."

The idea expressed here is, can the hunter overwhehn the hif
popotamus when the beast is aware of the hunter's presence?

Or can the hunter pierce the nose of the hippopotamus and put
a cord through his nose to lead him at will? This was a very
courmon method of taming animals in the East. Of corrrse, the
answer is, "No." The animal was too ferocious for that.

This great beast of the mountains and the waters provides
us with another conclusive evidence of the sovereignty and
power of the Creator. What we are seeing in these studies is
that God does not make any two creatures alike. Some are

created with unexcelled strength, while others are pitifully
weak. It must be remembered also that in God's creation there
are no two humans who are alike. Recognizing our individual'
ity, it is important to consider that the lord has a specific plan
for each one of us. The plan may not be according to our
choice, but who of us could improve upon God's plan?

I am sure Joseph would not have chosen the unkind treat-

ment he received when he was sold into E$?t. Yet how com-

forting it is to know that God's plans are never fnrstrated. Even

though Joseph's brothers were unmerciful to him, everything
dovetailed together for 8od, as God's perfect plan was ful-
filled. We have Joseph's own confession, after he revealed him-
self to his brothers many months later: "So now it was not you
that sent me hither, but God: and He hath made me a father
to Pharaoh, and lord o[ all his house, and a ruler throughout
all the land of Egypt" (Genesis 45:8). Oh, how i*Pottant it is
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for the child of God that he rest in the providences of God.
Maybe Iou are sick in-bodyt ot possibly you are going through
a time of severe mental distress. Never-forget, "It-is G"d whilh
worketh in you both to will and ro do oF Hit good pleasure,,
(Phitippians 2:13). Do not resist the all-wise [."a of provi-
dence. God has somethirg better for you up ahead. You cinnot
see all things, but remember, He can r." the end from the

l"g*"Tg. Thus, take hold of the great truth embodied in
I Timothy 6:6, "Godliness with .orrt"itmenr is grear gain." Do
not cglPlain! Be content! Rest 

11 God's plar, .rr-d purpose, say-
i-.g, "] Fow, Lord, that You will nor faif.,, It mayi. irr.r'yo.r,
friends have- failed you. Even dearest loved ones may have '""g-

_lected you in your hour of great need. But God declares i}
Hebrews l3:5, "I will never 1""r" thee, nor forsake thee." No,
you cannot see your way clear. At you look ahead, it loolcs like
a cpnfusing, bewildetirg maza. Take courage, child of fu.
9: to your knees and boldly claim, as did Oaild in Psalm 2Z :1,
"The Lonp is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
the Lonp is the strength of my iife; of whom shall I be afraid?,,
You may be confident that there is a way our wirh God. There
always_ is. There are no deadend stree; in God's providence.
Trust Him for all things!
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THs [onp rELLs us of another of His unique creatures by the

name of 'leviathan," which means a serpent, or more exPlicidy
in this case, a crocodile or some other large sea monster. Some

even think the reference is to a whale, but it seems more Prob
able that it was a large crocodile.

God asks, "Canst thou put an hook into his nose? or bore his

j.* through with a thorn?" This mighty beast of the sea could

not be caught in the usual manner o[ catching fish. Of course,

once again Crod is reminding Iob that all of His creanlres were

made with various characteristics and abilities. The crocodile

seems to be quite different from any other inhabitant of the

sea. Wild beasts, later domesticated, had a hook Put thrmrgh

the no6e, by which they were led about. But certainly this could

not be done to a crocodile. After fish were caught, a roPe was

run through their jaws and th"y were put in the water to keep

fresh. Likewise, such could not be the case in preserving the

crocodile.
The crocodile is untamable. God made him this way. 'Will

360
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he make many suPplications unto thee? will he speak soft words
unto thee?" That is, when being caught, wili the crocodile
plead with 

-hir Blly_er to spare him? N;, he is roo *ighry and
strong for that. '"\MiU he make a covenant wirh thee? *iti thou
take him for a servant forever?" Can one domesticate the croc-
odile? Of course not! The crocodile was not created to be a pet.
'Wilt thou play with him as with a bird? or wilt thou bi"d
him for thlr_maidens?" Could the crocodile be pur into a cage as
a bird and lcept in the home? Or would it be possible to i" a
roPe about one of his feet that little grrls mighiplay with him,
as they often did with birds?

The crocodile was of litde monet ary value in Job's day; he
was not desired for food, nor for trade. Indeed it is remari<able
to see how detailed and correct the Word of God is. "Shall the
cgmPanions make a banguet of him? shall they part him among
the merchants?" Furthennore, the skin of the .ro.odile is iur-
penetrable. He is not like many of the other creatures of the
s€, in that spears will easily pierce their bodies. God asks,
"Canst thou frll his skin with barbed irons? or his head wirh
fish spears?"

It would seem from the next few verses that God is makirg
a very_pointed application to Job. "Lay thine hand upon him,
remember the battle, do no more. Behold, the hope of him is in
vain: shall not one be cast down even at the sight of him? None
is so fierce that dare stir him up: who then is able to stand be
fore Me?" It is foolish for man to attempt to resist or fight
against the mighty crocodile, but it is even more foolish fot
man to rebel against the Almighty C,od. God asks the question,
"Who then is able to stond before Me?" It is obvious fiom this
question that, though Job was a righteous man and one of
moral integriry, there was rebellion in his heart. He was re-
volting against his circumstances. Can there be any peace of
heart in such a state? Matthew 6:24 provides us with a cor-
clusive answer: "No man can serve two masters: for either he
will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the
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one, and despise the other." As long as there is rebellion of any
kind in the heart, even though we may be followers of Christ,
we are serving two masters, self and Christ. Rather, we are try-
irrg to serve two masters. The Bible declares that it is impossible
to serve two masters, for we are committed either to one or to
the other.

Irt us pray that God will remove from us every trace of re-

bellion to His holy will. If we would know peace and blessing,

there must be absolute and full submission to Christ's control.

Jesus made this clear when He said in John l2:24,'Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the

ground and die, it abideth done: but if it die, it bringeth forth
much fmit." We must die to self and the personal ambitions
that stand betrn een us and the Lord. We are only as near to
God as we are far from ourselves.

You and I live in a world cursed by selfishness. On every

hand there are wars and rumors of wars. Nations are coveting

and seeking the territory of other nations because of selfishness.

Men and women think only of their personal comfort and sus-

tenance while millions perish with hunger and cold. Selfishness

is at the root of nearly all of our national and social conflicts.

Indeed, because of this evil, we are yet far away from political
and social observance o[ the tmths of Scripture. In the midst of
this national hrrrnoil we need a generation of young people

who will take a stand for Christ, who will be willing to deny

themselves to take up the cross to follow the lord Jesus. The
only hop. for the future is that millions of our youth will come

to Christ and submit to His [ordship in lives of willing obedi-

ence.

But as we consider others, what about you today? Are you

totally committed to the will of God? Is there any trace of rebel-

lion in your heart? Are you a Christian? Can you solr 'Yes, I
know the Lord; I am sure I am saved"? If you cannot, you are

rebelling against the grace of God, rev@led and made possible

at Calvary. You need Christ.
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In all of these lessons from CreatioD, God has intended that
Job might see that, since C,od is sovereign and Master of all, it
is never in order to rebel against His providence and gFace.
What God chooses to do is always best. He is the Creator; we
are the creatures. He is not obligated in any way to us, for as
He sIs, "Who hath prevented Me, that I shouid repay him?
whats@ver is under the whole heaven is Mine." tfri word
"prevented" as used here means to do a favor for one, in the
s9rrt" of plttitg hjm under obligation. Is C,od obligated to any
of us for the few things we have done? Indeed, we are obligated
to Him for the many things we have left undone. We owe Him
everythingi He owes us nothirg. C,od is not indebted ro us for
anythitg we have. Everything within our possession is but a
heaverly trust. All things belong to Him, even those which
we think are ours. In Psalm 50: l0 He says, "For every beast of
the forest is Mine, and the catde upon a t}ousand hills." In
verse 12 we read, "If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for
the world is Mine, and the fulness thereof." "Fulness" has to do
wifi everything in the world. Thus it would be i*p*sible to
Put God under obligation to any human, for all humans are
entirely obligated to Him.

The description of the *ighty leviathan is resumed after the
worth-while digression. Crcd saysr "I will not conceal his paffi,
nor his power, nor his comely proportion." At this pornt, the
Iord proceeds to give us a detailed view of the greatness o[ the
crocodile. Though I*g. and bulky and not too pleasing to the
human ele, yet God declares that he is crcmely in his propor-
tions.

Notice how utterly inaccessible the crocodile is to humans:
'"\Mho can discover the face of his garment? or who can come to
him with his double bridle? Who crrn open the doors of his
face? his teeth are terrible round about." Would anyone dare to
get close enough to the crocodile to attempt to remove his outer
covering from the lower layer of his skin? Or would anyone
attempt to put a bridle in his mouth, os we put a bridle in a
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horse's mouth? Just one glance at that gaping mouth with its
jagged teeth would be enough to cause any human to keep his

distance.
How remarkable is the protection that God has given the

crocodile: "His scales are his pride, shut up together as with a

close seal." The word "scales" is really "shields." He has seven-

teen rows of scales which appear to be shields, as a mighty
annor protectirg him from any enemy. God describes them
further, sayinS, "One is so near to another, that no air can come

between them. They are joined one to another, th"y stick to.

gether, that they cannot be sundered."
Notice somethirg else extremely interesting regarding the

crocodile. "By his sneezings a light doth shine, and his eyes are

like the eyelids of the mornirrg." After remainit g under water
for some time, he comes to the surface and orpels his breath as

though he were sneezing. At the same time, it is said, that the

wannth of his breath when expelled in the sunshine appears to
be as fire. "Out of his mouth go burning lamps, and sparks of
fire leap out. Out of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out o[ a seeth-

irg pot or caldron. His breath kindleth coals, and a flame goeth

out of his mouth."
Again we have reference to the crocodile's unexcelled

strength. "In his neck remaineth strength, and sorrow is turned
into joy before him." The "sonow being turned into joy" in the

path of the crocodile is because o[ his great strength; Prac-
tically everythirrg in his path suffers defeat. He is made joyful
by his many victories. The enemy is helpless because of the

crocodile's *ighy annor. "The flakes o[ his fesh are joined to-

gether: they are firm in themselves; they cannot be moved."

The crocodile possesses a God-given protection unknown by

many of the other creatures of divine creation.

Most important of dl is his courage and fearlessness, as sug-

gested by verse 24r "His heart is as firm as a stone; YeL, as hard

iN a piece of the nether millstone." The nether millston€, upon
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which the uPPer turns, is extremely hard. This indicates the
dauntless courage of the crocodile.

I-et me Pause a minute to reflect a lesson we might learn
from what God has said about the crocodile. We should nor
fg8gt $at God created this beast with massive srrength. The
God who gave the crocodile his strength is a God of great and
mighty power. The more I read about the crocodili in this
chapter,_ the more I am reminded that our God is not only a
God of love, but He is a just C,od. He is a God who hates ril
and who judges sin. In this age of frivolity and looseness of
morals, even Christians are known to give little regard to the
awfulness of sin. Crod is a God of grace; He showers us with
His- g_race. But grace is never given with the intention o[ liberty
and license for evil. Consider the Word of God, as found in
Titus 2:ll-13, "For the grace of C,od that bringeth salvation
hath apryared to all men, Teachi.g us that, denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
g-odI: in this present world; Looking for thai bleised hop", and
the glorious aPPearing of the great C,od and our Saviour Jesus
Christ." 'What 

does the grace of God teach us? That we should
deny "ungodliness and worldly lusts"; even more, that we
should live for God. Our lives should be holy, in anticiparion
of the return of Christ. Oh, how important it is that thosl who
name Christ's Name honor Him with lives that will atrracr the
unsaved to Him.

Never forgel_it,_if the believer persists in sin, God will judge
him and humble him. Maybe there is sin in your life, known
sin that has been shutting out the blessing and power of God.
C,onfess it immediately! We read in Proverbs ZB:l3, "He that
covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and
forsaketh them shall have mercy." our God is a mighty God.
He is a God of love, but He is also a jusr C,od, demandirrg
holiness and righteousness.

Notice how fearful humans are before leviathan. '"\Mhen he
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raiseth up himself, the *ighy are afraidr by reason of break-
ings th.y purify thernselves." The last phrase concerning the
purification of themselves should really be read, "They flee
away bewildered." There was such fear and consternation in
those who were confronted with the crocodile that th.y simply
took to their feet and r€rn.

Because of his e>rtremely hard skin, even weapons of war-
fare had little effect on the crocodile. God says, "The sword o[
him that layeth at him cannot hold; the spear, the dart, nor the
habergeon. He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten
wood. The arrow cannot make him fee: slingstones are rurned
with him into stubble. Darts are counted as stubble: he laugh-
eth at the shaking of a spear." The Iord equipped the crocodile
with a coat of armor that afforded him certain protection
against his would-be @ptors.

Whenever I read this fotry-firtt c}apter of lob, I am reminded
repeatedly of the sovereigrrty of our great God. We read of His
beloved Son in I Corinthians l5:25r "For He must reign, till
He hath put all enemies under His feet." As we look about us

in the world in which we live today, it would seem that God's
sovereignty has been broken. Dictators laugh and mock at the
oracles of God. But the d.y is cmning when Almighry God
wiU "prt all enemies under His f@t." At that time, "The
wiclced shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget
God" (Psalm 9:17). How foolish of any mortal soul to reiect
the daims of the living Christ.

M.y I ask, which will it be for you - Heaven or hell?
Where you will go after death depends upon what you believe
before you die. Jesus said in John 3236: "He that believeth on
the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son
shall not see life; but the wrath of C,od abideth on him." Do not
be deceived into thinking that you are not lost until you choose

to be lost. The Bible teaches ttrat if you have not believed on

Jesus Christ, the wrath of God abides on you at this moment.
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You are lost until you are saved. Because of Adam's transgres-
sion, you are under the condemnation of God. For this r..sorr,
you are rgsPonsible to Him for your soul. What will you do
with the Lo'rd Jesus, who died for you on the cross? Will you
respond to His Srace and mercy? Or will you refuse Him,
choosing to 

_suffer 
judgment for your sins? Maybe you have

your own philosophy: you may refuse to believe ,hat I am
telling-you from the Word of God. Many people have their
own ideas of conversion, but the Bible deClares in Proverbs
14:12, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death."

Adolph Eichmann, according to a minister who talked ro
him before his execution, had-a religion. He claimed ro be-
Iieve in a personal god who "did rroi judge sin" and "would
not condeurn anyone." The man who exterminated six million
Jews was ttlntg, os others have tried before him, to build his
own religion.

There are many religions in the world, but only one Chris-
tianity. Christianiry centers in the subatitution of God for rna1.
World religions embody the attempts of manlcind to reach up
to God. Christianity is God reaching down to man. The Bib[
shows very clearly how God's hand has moved through the
ages in caryri_ng out His plan of redemption. The srory is told
in words as short and simple as those of a third-grade reader.
I plead with you not to miss God's best. Receivelo.rs Christ
in_to your heart and know the blessedness of the certainty of
salvation.

Do not plan to convincr God that your way is right. There
is only one right way and that is His way. This is thl way that
Ieadeth unto life. Learn the Iesson of the mighty crocodiie, for
it speaks of the po\Mer and might of the Eternal God. Bur uD-
Iike the crocodile He created, God is not only powerful and
mighty-,_ H" is glcious and loving. He will receive you if only
you will come to Him.
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Notice somethirrg else about the crocodile: "Sha1p stones are

under him: he spreadeth sharp pointed things upon the
mire." Because of his thick protective skin, he can rest on the
jagged rocks as well as in the soft mire. God has equipped the
crocodile to endure all circumstances. But can we not say that
the Lord has also equipped each one of us who believe to "en-
dure hardn€$, as a good soldier of Jesus Christ" (2 Timothy
2:3)? The believer's enjoyment should not be dependent upon
his circumstances. He may rest in the most difficult of circum-
stances because of the peace of Christ within. No one but God
can accomplish this in us, but He can do it for us only if we
permit Him.

The crocodile does not always lie on the rocks or in the mire
basking in the sun! Like a fash, ?t times, in pursuit of his pre/,
he makes the waters to appear to be boiling as he sneezes and
turns, stirring up the water. "He maketh the deep to boil like a

pot: he maketh the sea like a pot of ointment. He maketh a

path to shine after him, one would think the deep to be hoary."
One may trace the crocodile under the water by the foam and
the bubbles on top of the water. That is what God means when
He says, "He maketh a path to shine after him."

Having given us this detailed description of the crocodile,
God concludes by stating four facts concernirg this *ighty
beast. First, as to his strength and terror, he is in a class by him-
self: "[,fpon earth there is not his like." Secondly, of all the
beasts, the crocodile is the most fearless: God tells us that he
"is made without fear." Thirdly, becaure of his powerful
strength he is extremely proud: "He beholdeth all high things."
And finally, he excels the animal creation: "He is a king over
all the children of pride."

Thus God concludes His instmction about the crocodile, but
I wonder if the last phrase of the chapter is not significant:
"He is a kirg over all the chil&en of pride." Is this not the
message God sought to convey to Job and his friends? God is
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over all. Humans are proud and unworthy of the grace of God.
Oh, how important that we fall upon our faces before Him,
yielding to His Lordship, that He might truly be the Master o[
everything having any bearing on our individual lives.



JOB 42:l-17

Gop HAD FTNTsHED His discourse. "Then Job answered the
Lono, and said, I know that Thou canst do every thing and
that no thought can be withholden from Thee." Job has noth-
it g to say for himself after listening to God. In the past, Job
was quick to respond to the arguments of his friends, but he
refuses to argue with the Lord. Rather than justify himself, he
speaks with humility and complete self-abasement. Further-
more, he reaffirms his faith in the omnipotence of God. He had
always known that God could do everything, but as the result
of his affiictions, doubts had crept in. There are no more
doubts, for he is convinced that the God who could create and
control behemoth and leviathan is able to do all things.

Job stated a marvelous truth most of us know but few of us
realize fully. "I know that Thou canst do every thing." God
can. do all things! On one occasion Jeremiah said, rrr$r Lord
C,oo! behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by
Thy great power and stretched out ann, and there is nothing
too hard for Thee" (Jeremiah 32217). Never forget this! What

370
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is trlrJ"{Plexing problem disturbing your heart at this mo.
ment? Fear not! God is able. David said in Psalm 42:11, "\Mhy
art thou cast down, O my soul? and why arr thou disquieted
within "r:l hop* thou in God: for I shall yet praise Hi;, who
is the health of my countenance, and my God]' Consider these
words: "Hope thou in God." He will not fail you.

Job confessed further to God that "No thought can be with-
holden from Thee." The word "thought" is rea"lly the word for
"PrPose." It is usually applied to evii-devices. What Job means
is, though the affiiction and suffering he had endured seemed
unwise to him, he is confident now that it was not unwise to
God. He is certain that, though his sorrow had brought only
misery into his Iife t let somehow C,od would bring good out of
it all. This, of coutt", is one of the comforting *Ifrr presented
rePeatedly in the Word of God from Genesis io Revelition. No
believer need ever worry or fear, for 'ho thought can be with-
holden" from God.

When the l,ord began His discourse to Job, He asked the
questior, '"\Mho is this that darkeneth counsel by words without
knowle.dg.?" Job found it difficult to get away from that ques-
tion. Therefore with humble penitence he sayi, "[4n o is he'that
hideth counsel without knowledge? therefor. have I uttered
that I understood not; things too wonderful for D€, which I
knew not." He freely acknowledged the fact that he is the one

Yho -sought 
to hide counsel wiftout knowledge. He realized

that he overlooked the counsels of C,od in his fffiiction simply
because of human ignorance of the divine plan of God. At
the result, he criticized 

_God'r providence by uttering things he
did not understand md, as he says, "things too *oidrrfui for
D€, which I knew not."

Are we not all like Job in this respect? The plans and pur-
Poses of God are wonderful. But who of us is not guilry of .l*-
plaining and rebelling against the perfect plan of Codl Maybe
your greatest need at this moment is to come to the place of
complete submission to the Lord and His divine will.
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Iob further said, "Hear, I beseech Thee, and I will speak: I
will demand of Thee, and declare Thou unto me." Iob was

made ready to speak, not as a defendant, but as one humbled
by the mighty hand of C,od. He desired to speak, not to teach,
but only to learn. He quoted God again, saying, "I will demand
of Thee, and declare Thou unto me." Job realized that his
words in the past had been strong demands rather than humble
petitions. All changed, however, so that now he realizes that
only God has the right to demand. Thus Job was willing to re-

tract his statements and submit to divine providence. He de-

clared, "l have heard of Thee by the hearing of the a\ but
now mine eye seeth Thee." He saw God in the sense that he
understood Him. Prior to this he had much knowledge about
God, but lacked spiritual discernment. From childhood he had
been taught the rruth, but like many, he had never fully sub
mitted to God's control, permitting its practical application. Of
course, the more one knows about God, the greater is his re
sponsibility to obey Him. But so often we glory in knowledge
rather than faithfully applyrng the rmth to our hearts.

Job then experienced a complete breakdown before God,

cqnng out, '\il/herefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and

ashes." It took a long time for Crod's servant to come to this

place of complete yieldedness to C,od's plan. But what about
us? We must not be too hard on Job. Some of us have not come

yet. We are still stmgglirg under the bondage of care, bound

by the chains of despair and self-pity. Oh, hear the voice of the

Lord at this moment, "Humble yourselves in the sight of the

Lord, and He shall lift you ,p" (James 4: l0). Have you been

guestioning certain events in your life, harborirg rebellion in
your heart for what God has permitted to cross your path? Oh,
foolish man, foolish woman, how long will it be befiore you

rcalizn, that God makes no mistakes? His ways are always best.

The present may seem dismal and dark, but you need only
trust Him. Up ahead, along the w"\t you may be sure He will
provide.
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The story is told of the little girl who was unaccusromed to
traveling. It was her first rrip on a train. During the course of
the d^y the train had to cross two branches of . rir"r and several
wide streams. The water, which could be seen before reaching
the stream, awakened doubts in the mind of the little child. She
did not understand how it could be crossed in safery. As th.y
drew near the river, however, a bridge appeared and furnished

?_way over. Two or three times the e4perience was repeated.
Finally the child leaned back with a sigh of relief 

"rrd 
said

"Somebody has put bridges for us all along the way."
God has dot e the trri" for you and foime. Regardless of the

trial, we will always discover that there is a way with Crod.
Thus let us turn from our vain complaining and rely upon the
unchangeable, inerrant Word of the living God.

To read what God spoke to Job from the whirlwind, one
might conclude that Job was in the wrong. But such was not
the case. For, after speaking to ]ob, God turned His attention
to-Eliphaz and his two friends, and what He had to say proves
who was to blame: "And it was So, that after the Lonp had
spoken these words unto Job, the Lonp said to Eliphaz the
Temanite, My wrath is kindled against rhee, and against thy
two friends: for ye have not spoken of Me the thing that is
right, as my servant Job hath." You will recall that repeatedly

Job had called upon God to come to his aid in resistance to the
false arguments of his friends. In His own time, C,od responded
to these pleas. Now He condeurns the three men and justifies

Job. Elihu was not censored, for he was God's spokesman, hav-
irrg remained neurral in his attitude. He sought to divorce him-
self from both sides, acting simply zrs a divinely-sent messenger.

Perhaps you have wondered why Eliphaz was named rather
than either of the other two friends. God spoke to him because
he was the foremost speaker of the three. The others merely
voiced Eliph az's arguments in their own words. But in speaking
to Eliphaz, C,od's rebuke was for all three men because they had
ignored the truth to advance their humanistic theories. Iob, on
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the other hand, was corrmended for speaking properly. He was

perfectly in order when he denied the theory of his three
friends, who had stated that he suffered because of his hyp*-
riry. At the same time, Job was out of order in going to the
other extreme of practically denying all guilt whatsoever. But
in comparison to the three men and their argumeDB, God de.
clared Job to be right.

How careful we must be in judging others. We have seen

Eliphaz, Bildad, and hphar judging merely from outward ap
pearance. They knew nothing of Job's heart and God's dealings

with him. Thein was hasty j,rdgfrent, like most human irdf
ments are. You and I must beware of this evil. Remember, the
Lord is the only tme Judge. If your friends appear to be wrong
in your sight, it is far better to be faithful in committing them

to the Lord in prayer than to h.ry on their shortcomings.

What Jesus said in Matthew 7 zl should be kept in mind con-

stantly, "Judge not, that ye be not judged." Job's three friends

had judged God's servant severely; now God is judging them.

To be sure, no one can stand before the judgment of H.
Have you been gurlry o[ unjust criticism? Realize that when

you criticize someone, not only do you harm the one you criti'
cize, but you harm yourself as well. Have nothing to do with
this desrmctive evil. Cridcism and slander are o[ the devil and
there is no need for any of us to assist him in his wicked prac'
tices.

A godly minister was approached by one of his church rrelrl-
bers, who wanted to repeat to him some of the wrongdoings of
another. The Instor said, "Does anybody else know about this

but you?"
"No, Sir."
"Have you told it to anybody else?"
ttNo."

"Then," said the man of God, "go home and hide it away at

the feet of ]esus and never speak of it again unless God leads

you to speak to the man himself. If the Iord wants to bring
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scandal upon His church, Iet Him do it. But don't you be the
instnrment to cause it."

This is excellent advice. Iet God do the judging; don'r you
pilty. There is no easier way to min your pr"y", Iife a"d

to hinder your lpirirual growth than by the rin of criticism.
Because of their failure, fu said tb the three friends of Iob,

"Therefore take unto you now seven bullocks and seven rams,
and 8o to My servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt
offeringi *q My servant Job shall prai for yo,r: for him will I
accept: lest I deal with you after your folly, in thar ye have not
lpoken of Me the thing which i; right, like My ,"*.r,t Job."
The three men had E.t proud, thinking that 

"r.rrrually 
God

would reward them. But just the opporit" was the .rr". God
told them that each one of them *rrst offer up seven bullocks
and seven rarns as a burnt offering. Wh at a humiliating experi-
enoe for three rrcn who were so proud and vain.

Further we note that the *rn they had condemned. for hy-
pocrisy was told to pray f9r them. The one they had so bitt.riy
criticiznd was chosen by God to be their priesr to inrercede for
them. Indeed, Iob was on praying grorrrrd. He had humbled
himself in God's sight, and being iompletely forgiven, he was
in a position to reach into God's presence in prayJr. He had re-
pented of all his sin. Thus he was in a position ro pray.

Sometimes when one is extremely proud, he-wiil refuse to
humble himself in the sight of God. nr'rt this was not the case
with Job's friends. "So Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the
Shuhite and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did accordirg
as the Lono commanded them: the Lono also accepted Job." 

\

There is something not said in this verse, but it rr.ed not be
said, because what is written proves that it took place. Nothing
is said here about Job forgiving the three *.r, for their ,rr--
Idndness' but it is quite obvious that he did. Firsr of ail, the
three friends did what God told them to do. They were nor
rebellious or hardened. Th"y resllonded to the call of Coa and
humbled themselves in His sighi. As the verse closes, w€ read
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that "the Iord also accepted fob." Why did C,od accept Job?
Because he did what he should have done; he forgave these

men and he prayed for them. It would be ridiculous for one

to try to pray for som@ne he had not personally foryiven for a
wrongdoing. Thus a h.ppy reunion was effected. Indeed, this
verse is a grand commentary on God's words about Iob in the
first chapter of the book: 'There is none like him in the earth,
a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and es-

cheweth evil."
How important that we search out our hearts before the

Lord. Is there any trace of an unforgirirg spirit? Do not try to
pray until you go to your brother and forgive him completely,

making all things right. For let us be reminded of the words
of our Lord Jesus, as found in Matthew 6: I +15: "For if ye

forgrve men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also for-

give you: But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither
will your Father forgive your trespasses."

Having gotten right with God and having offered prayer for
his friends at the command of C'od, Job was in a lnsition to
receive the lord's blessing. Thus we read that "the [,onp turned

the captivity of ]ob, when he prayed for his friends: also the

Lonp gave Job twice as much as he had before." It would seem

that the phrase, "the [.ord turned the captiviry of fob," means

that in a *iraorlous way the lord touched the body of Job and

healed him completely. At the same time, Satan who had buf-
feted God's servant so severely was now suMued, no longer

able ro plague Job. In addition to this, "the [,ord gave lob nnrice

as much as he had before."
Oh, the mercy and the grace of God! He is certainly fai$!ul.

His promises are ever true. In Psalm 34:15 we are told that

"Th; eyes of the Lono are upon the righteous, and His ears

are open unto their cryt." C,od never fails His own. So often we

look ,t o.rr present status and beoome fredul and fearful. But
never forget it, we have a mighty Crod who does not once re'

move HiJeyes from His people. It may be that at this moment
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you are suffering severely. It may seem that C,od has forsaken
you. 'The Lord turned the captiviry of Job." He can turn your
captivity if you will fully trust Him by faith and believe that
He is able to do all things.

In Proverbs 16:7 God sys, "When a man's ways please the
Lono, He maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him."
This was certainly true regardirg lob. "Then came there unto
him all his brethr€D, and all his sisters, and all they that had
been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with him
in his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over
all the evil that the Lonn had brought upon him: every man
also gave him a piece of money, and every one an earring of
gold." After Job gor right with C,od, the l-ord put it in the
hearts of his friends and relatives to be kind to him. During
his affiiction th.y had abused him and judged him as a hypo
crite. But later th"y focked about him, giving him money and
gold, with the maryelous result that "the Lonp blessed the lat-
ter end of Job more than his beginnirg." Through the gifts that
were presented to him, Iob was able to become re€stablished
in life. "He had fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand
camels, and a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses."

It was not neessary that all of this come about instantaneously;
probably this vast increase took place over a period of time.

Not only was Job blessed with possessions, but with that
which had been so dear to his heart, a family. "He had also
seven sons and three daughters. And he called the name of the
first, Jemima; and the name of the second, Kuia; and the
name of the third, Kerenhappuch." Possibly these were chil-
dren of ]ob's second wife, for it would seem that his first wife
had died. The question has been raised that if the lord gave

Iob trnrice as much as he had before, why were there only ten
children, the same number he had before? The answer, of
course, is that the first ten children were not really lost. Th.y
were in Heaven, very much alive. Job would see them again.

It would sem that the daughters' names were glven fc a
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purpgsg. Je*ima means "daylight," perhaps to remind everyone
that Job's night of sufferirg was past and the daylight of bless-
irrg had come. Keaa meant "cassiar" an herb of pleasing fra-
grance; God had healed ]ob's ulcers, whidr had been offensive
to all who came near him. Kerenhappuch means "plenty re-
stored," another evidence of God's abundant mercy manifested
in Job's life.

Further we read of the three daughters that 'tn all the land
were no women found so fair as the daughters of Job."
Throughout this chapter we see the exceeding greatness of
God's provision for His htrmble saint. Tnrly the beauty He be-
stowed upon these daughters was another evidence of His great
Iove for Job. Job rewarded the girls with an inheritance, he
"gave them inheritance among their brethren." This was a fur-
ther proof of the Iove C,od had shed abroad in )ob's heart, for
in the East it was rare for a father to honor his daughters in
this rnanner while his sons were still living.

As a climactic blessing poured out on Job, God gave him a
Iong life. "After this lived lob an hundred and forty years, and
saw his sons, and his sons' sons, even four generations. So Job
died, being old and full of days." It would seem that C,od dou-
bled the years of his lifu as another sign of great blessirg.

We conclude the study of the book of Job with a helpful
Iesson to be learned. David expressed it well in Psalm 30:5:
"\Meeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morn-
irg." Trouble, sorrow, and care may be our lot. But God will
never fail His own. The aposde has written in 2 C,orinthians
4:l7, "For our light affiiction, which is but for a moment, worlr-
eth for us a far more exceedirrg and eternal weight of glory."
We may rest assured that the believer's future will be far more
wonderful than his past or present. We may not see the same
prospetity and provision Job realized in his latter I@s, but
when we see the Lord Jesus face to face, our provision will far
exceed Job's, for we shall have all things. C,od says in James
l:l2, "Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when
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he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the lord
hath promised to them that love Him."

Do you Iove Christ? Do you lcnow Him as your Saviour and
Lord? Then keep looking up, for the best is yet to come. Keep
going_ oD, Iiving patiently, trusting Him daily for all things. If
you-do_ not know Him, receive Him into your heart, thai you
might be eternally saved and ready to meet Him when He calls.
Life without Christ is empry and hopeless. With Him, it is
filled with abundant joy and happiness. Fully trusr Christ and
see for yourself.















The patience of Jofit's a proverbial expression we use when
enduring a long checkout line, entertaining a boisterous child,
or perhaps working for a demanding boss.

Real spiritual patience, however, is more than just an
"l-can-put-up-with-it' attitude about life's petty frustrations. Can we
learn to trust God in the face of life's harshest realities? Even when
we can't see a reason for suffering? Yes! is the encouraging and
comforting answer Dr. J. Allen Blair discovers from the life of Job.

As Dr. Blair examines the biblical account of Job, we come
face to face with tragic loss, grief, financial ruin, a broken
marriage, betrayal by one's closest friends, and perhaps most
cruel of all, the seeming silence of God in response to Job's
anguished cry,"Why?"

ln spite of Job's devastating losses, he never lost his firm trust
in the God who is above and beyond all sufferings. For
everyone who is tired of glib answers and simple slogans, it's
time to discover the inner strength of Living Patiently.

DR. J. AttEt't Bs-stm, a graduate of Moody Bible lnstitute, Bradley
College, and the Theological Seminary of the University of
Dubuque, is the director and speaker for Glad Tidings, lnc., a
radio ministry heard each week throughout the United States and
several foreign countries. After serving for some twenty-six years
in pastoral ministry, Dr. Blair has devoteflli: ,:T: .Jffi,: 
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